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| Examen de fugenios. sa ong 
THE. EXAMINATION 


ofmens Wits. 


In which, by difcouering the varietie of natures, 
is fhewed for what profefsion each one is apt, 
and how far he fhall profit therein. 
By John Huarte. 
Tranflated outofthe Spanifh tongue by 
M CamillaCawitle . 


* Englifhed out of his Italian, by 
RC. Efquive. 
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TO THE RIGAT WOR. 
SHIPFVL SIR FRANCIS GODOL- 
PHIN KNIGHT, ONE OF THE DE: 
PVTIE LIEVTENANTS OF 

CORNWAILE. , 

sex Ood Sir , your Booke retur- 
24 | neth yntoyou clad in a Cor- 
Ve,| 1i/h cabardine, which if it 
B\ TZN become him not wel,the fault 
is not inthe fiuffe, but inthe botching 
T ailor, who neuer béucibe Prentice to the 
occupation, (> working only for bis paffe- 
time,could baraly obferuethe precife rules 

of meafure : but fuch as itis, yourstt is, 
and yours is the workeman, entirely ae 
tied to reuerenceyou for your vertues , to 
lone you for your Aindne/[e., and [o more 
readte in defire than able tn power to te/ti- 
fre the fame, and doe with my deweft re- 


membrance take leaue, refling 





At your difpofition. 
RCo 
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TO°THE MAILE STIE 


€ 


of Dou Philip, our Soucraigne, 


Othe end that Artificers may at- 
i taine the perfection requific for 
6! the vie of the commonwealth} 
GS XK ya) me thinkech ( Catholike royall 

DUE’ 1 Maiefty ya lawthould be enacted, 
that no carpenter fhould exercife himfelfe tin a- 
ny worke which appertained to the occupation 
ofan husbandman , noratailor rothat ofanar- 
chitect, andthat the Aduocat fhouldnot minifter 
Phifick,nor the Phifition play the Aduocat, but 
ech one exercile onely thac artto which he bea: 
retha naturail inclination, andlet pafle the refi- 
due, For confidering how bafe and narrowly 
bounded-a mans wit is for one thing and no 
more,| haue alwayes held it fora matter certain, 
That noman can be perfectly feene in two arts, 
without 
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| ie faibng To the king of | Spaine. 


in one of them :nowto the end he may-noterre 
in chufing that which ficceth belt with his owne 
nature,therefhould be deputed in the common- 
wealth, men of great wifedomeand knowledge, 
who might difcouer each ones wit in his tender 
age, and caufe him perforce to {tudie that {cience 


- whichis agreeabletor him,norpermitting him to 


make his owne choice:whence this good would 
enfue co your {tatesand figniories; that inthem 


_ fhould refide the rareft arcificers of the world, 
and their workesfhouldbe of the oreareft per- 


fection,fornoughte elfe than becaufe they vnited 
art with nature. The like vvould | thatthe vniuer- 
fities ofour kingdoms did putin practife, for fee- 
ing they allow not that a {choller fhould paffe to 
another facultie, vnleffe he perfectly vndeiftand 
the Latine tongue, they {hould haue allo exami- 
ners, to trie whether he ywho purpofeth toftudy 
Logick,Philofophy, Diuinity,or the Laws;haue 
fucha witasis requifit for euery of thefe {ciences, 
for othervvife, befides the dammage that fuch a 
one fhall vvorke afteryvards to the Common- 
vvealch, by vfing an art wherein he isnot skilled, 
itis a oriefe to feethata man {hould take paines, 
and beat his braines about a matter yvherein he 
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common | 
cannot reapeany aduantage. For thatat thisday 7") 
fucha diligenceisnotvfed, thofevvhohadnota | 
= wit fit for Divinity ,haue deftroied the Chriftian 
religion, So do thofe who areyntoward for Phi- 
ficke fhorten many amansdayes : neither pot 
{effeth the Legall Science thar perfection vyhich 
ic might receiue, becaufeitis nor made knowne, 

to what reafonable power the vfeand interpreta- 

tion of the layves appertaineth, All¢he antient ) 
_Philofophers found by experience, that yvhere : 
nature doth not difpofea manto knowledge, it } 
falleth out a fuperfluous Jabour to toile in the 

rules of art, But nonehath cleerely 8¢ diftin@ly 
deliuered yyhat that nature is vyhich maketh a 
manablefor onefcience , and yncapableofano- 
ther,nor how many differences of yvits there are 
found in mankind, rior ywhat Arts of Sciences 
do anfvwvere each in particular, nor by vvhat to- 
kensthis may be knoyyne , vvhichis the thing 
thar moft importeth.- 

Thefe foure points (though they feem ynpof 
fible) containethe matter yvhereoflam to en- 
treat , befides many. others appurtenant to the 

purpofeof this doctrine,vvithintention thatew 
sious parents may hauean art & maner to difco- 
ver 


— Fothe king of Spaine,. 
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Tothe king of Spaine. 
tier the wit of their children, & may weet howto 
fer ech of them in hand with that {cience, where- 
in he thall principally profit. And this isan aduife 
which Galen fayth vvas giuen his father, namely 
that he fhould fet him to (tudy Phificke, becaufe 
for that {cience he had a fingular'wit. By which 
your Maieftiefhall vnderftand how muchitim- 

orteth the common-wealth, thacthere be efta~ 
blithed inthe fame a choice, and examination of 
wits for the {ciences;f{ecing from the ftudy which 
Galen beftowed in Phifick,there enfued fo great 
good to the difeafed of his time, & he left fo ma- 
ny remedies in writing forthe pofterity ,Euen as 
Baldus(a notable man in profefsion of the laws) 
vvhen he ftudied and practifed Phifick,ifhe had 
paffed further therein, vould haue prooued but 
an ordinarie Phifitian, as he yvas not better, for 
that he vvanted the difference of wie requific for 
this {cience, but thelaws fhould haue loft one of 
the greateft helps that might be found amongft 
men for expounding them. ; 

When I therfore purpofed to reduce thisnew 
manner of Philofophie to art, andto proue the 
fame in fome wits,lremembered my felfe of your 
Maieftie,as the belt knowne, and one,at whom 
A iin the 
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To the king of Spaine. a 
the whole world wondereth,beholdingaPrince ~ 
of fo great knowledge and wvifedome, of whom 
here yve cannot conueniently entreat , the laft 
| chapter faue one is your conuenient place,vvhere 
\ your Maieftie fhall fee the purport of your oyyne 
| vvic, and theart and learning whereyvith you 

vvould haue benetited our common-vyealth,, 

if you had bene a priuat perfon, as by 
mature youare our king and | 
fouereigne, 
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d Proeme to 
| the Reader: 









Way Hen Plato would reach any doctrine 
1) graue, [ubtile, and deusded from the 
WS vulgar opinion , hee made choifé a- 
. 4) _ tnonglt bis {chollers of fuch as hee re- 

puted beft witted, and to thofé ouely 


heimparted his mind,kuowing by experiencesthat to 


teach delicat matters to perfons of bafeunderflan= 


ding,was loffe of time, loffe of pains, and lofee’of lear- 
ning. Thefecond thing which be did after this choife 
made was topreuent them with certaine pre/uppofte 
tions ,cleare and true, which [hould not be wide froms 
bis conclufion: for the Speeches and fentences which 
unlooked for are deliucred againft that which the 
cuulgar beleeueth, at tbe beginning ferue for nought 
elfe,(/ucis preucntionnot betng made)than to put ina 
confufion him that liftenerh, and to breed [uch a loa- 
thing in mens minds as it cauferb themtoloofe their 
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iy TheEpifile 
good affection and to abborreand dete/t this doftrin. - 
This manner of proceeding would F y that L-mmight 
obférue with thee , (curtous Reader.) if meanes 
could be ufed , that I might fir treate with chee, 
and difcouer betreene theeund me the di Pofition of 
thy wit. For if it be fuch asis requifite for this da- 
ttrine; andeftranged from the ordimarie capacities, 
I would in fecret tell thee fuch new and Speciallcon- 
certs,as thou wouldef? neuer hane thought could fall 
within the compalfe of amans imagination But inal 
much as this will not be; and thes worke muft iffue 
in publicke for all fortes , I could nor but fet thy 
braines fomerhat aworke for if thy wit bee of the 
common and wilgar alloy , [know right well thow 
art alreadie perfuaded , thatthe number of the [ei 
ences, and their perfection, hath beene accomplilhed 
many dayes agoe. And bereto thou art mooued by a 
wainereafon , that they hauing found out ao more 
what to ad, it is a token,that now there isin nothing, 
any more nouelties. Now sf by hap thowart poffesfed 
of fuch an opinion, gob no further, nor read thou any 
longer on, for thou wilt be much agreeued, to fee how 
miferable a difference of wit poffefferh thee. But if 
thoube difereet wel compounded and [ufferent,I will 

deliner 
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tothe Reader. 


deliver unto rhee 3 conclufions ruery true, albeit ‘for. 


cheir noueltie they are worthie of great maruell. 
The firftis,that of many differences of wit which 
‘are mankind, one onely with preheminence canfal 
to thy lot,sf alreadienatureas very mightic,at (uch 
time as {be framed st for thee did not be/tow all her en- 
dewb ur,in vuiting two onely, or three,or(in that [he 
could not effect the fame ) left thee adolt, and depri- 
ued of them ally. 

The fecond, that to euery difference. of wit there 
anfwereth in prebeminence but one.only fcience,. and 
no more of that condstion., So.as if thou diuine not to 
chufethat which anfwereth thy natural abslity,thou 

hale be very remifSeinthe rest though thou ply thens 
wightandday, | 
_ Thethird, that after chou haf} keowne which the 
fcvence ts, that moftanfwerech thy wit , there re/teth 
yet (that thou may/t not be deceiued another sreater 
difficultie , whichis, whether thine abilitie be more 
appltable totbe prattich than theorick , for thee 2 
parts(be iz what (cience tt wil)are (0 oppofit betwixt 
them/elues, es require wits fodifferent that they may 
be placed one agatn/t the other,as if they werecontra- 
rees.Hard are thefe fentences, but yet they hane greater 
| difjicute 
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The Epiftle 
difficultie and hardneffe,vZ. that we cannot appeale 
from them,nor pretend that we baue receiued wrong. 
For God being the author of nature , and feeing that 
egaue not to each man more than one difference of 
wit, (as I haue [atid before)through the oppofitton or 
aifficultie which combreth vs invniting them,be ap- 
pled him/felfe to ber,es of the Sciences which arédif- 
tributed among ft men by grace,tt is a miracle finan 
eminent degree,be giue more thai one, But there ave 
(aythS.Paul) deurfions of graces and the fame Spi- 
rit ; there are diusfions of minifteries , and the fame 
Lord; there are diusfions of operations, but the fame 
God, who worketh allthings in all perfons..Toeuery 
one is ginen the mimfterce of the (prit for profit: and — 
to one 1s giuen by the {pirit the word of wifedome, to 
another that of knowledge after the fame [pirtt,to a- 
nother fayth, inthe fame [purst, andto another the 
grace of healing , in the fame [pirit to another the 
working of vertues, to another propbecying,and the 
defcription of fpirits, unto others the varietie of 
tongues to another the interpretation of words: but 
one felfe fpirit , which diudeth to euery oweas him 

pleafeth worketh allthefe things. 

This beftowing of fctences(I doubt not )Goa vfeth, 


haning 
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tothe Reader. 
hawing regard tothe wit and naturall di/poficion of 
euery perfons For the Talents which hee difturbeth 
ja 5. Matthew ,. the (ame Enangeli{t fayththat he 
gaue them vato eucry one according to bis proper 
ertue. OER AEMST AT OY 8) 

wAnd to thinke that thefe fupernaturall Scrences 
require not fomedi[pofitionssm rhefubrect , before 
they beinfufedyis anerrour. very great + for wher 
God formed Adam and Cue;12 % certain tbat before 
hevilled them with wifedome, hee inflrumentalized 
ibeixbrarie in fich fort,asthey might recerue it with 
. eafe, and ferue as acommodous taStrument, there- 
with to be abletodifeourfe,es taforme reafons. And 
therefore the diusne feripture fayth 3 God gaue them 
anheart totbinke,and filled themyith the difcipline 
of vnderftanding and that according to the difference 
of which euery one partaketh , one (cience isinfufed,, 
and not another, or more or leffe of cach of them ts @ 
thing which may bevnderftood by this example of our 
fet parents for God filing them both withwifedome, 
itis averified conclufion , thathetnfused the leffer 
portion tuto her, for which reafons the Diunes 
fay, that the deusll tooke hardinefe tobegtile her, 
and durSt not tempt the many asfearing bis much 
wifedowe :: 
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TheE piftle. 


wifedome. The veafon hereof (as hereafter we will 
proue)is that the naturall composition which the wo- 
manhath in her braine , isnot capable of much wit, 
nor much wtfedome.In the Angelicall [ubftances, we 
[ball find alfo the like count and reafon: for God , to 
ginean angel more degrees of plory and higher gifts, 
por{igiueth hima more delat nature sand if youen- 
quire of the Diuineswhereto thisdelicat nature ‘[er- 
ucth they anfwere, that the eAngelwho bath the dee- 
peft vuderflandingsand the best nature pith moftfae 
crlitteconuerterh bim/elfevnto.God) and useth. bes 
gift with che more efficacies and thar the lke beti- 
deth in men. Hence we cleerelyinferre, that there be- 
ing anclectsan of wit for (clences ‘Jupernaturall, and 
that, not whatfoeuer differetice of abilitie, is their 
commodious inflrument humane (carning(with more 
reafon) requireth the fame; becaufert isto belearned 
by men,vatth theforceof theirwit. | 0 
Tobe able then to diflinvuilh and difcerne thefe 
natural differences of mans wtt,ard to applie to each 
by art, that (cieuce wherein be may profit, ts the in- 
cention of cheseay worke. Ff Tbring the fame toend 
(asI bane purpofed) we will yecld the glory to God, 
feeing from bis band proceedeth what/oevner 1s good 
| an 









tothe Reader. 
| and certasne randif not; thouknoweft well(difcreer 
| Reader) that it 1s impoff ible both to deui(ean art and 
_ toreduce the fame to perfettion.For fo tong and be ge 
| arebumane [erences , thara mans-life fufficeth not to 
find. them out and to zie them ie i hati which 
| IS TEQUIfIES OS 
| . The firft inuenter Derforinbaiie very mush , if bee 
| difcouer fome notable principles,to the end that fuch 
| as come after, may with this feedtake an occafion to 
| amplifie the art, and to bring it into that efimation 

and account which 1s due thereunto, Ariftotle allu- 


ding hereunto,{aith: that the errors of thofewho firft 







| began to handle matters of Philofophte, are to be held 
| 1 great reuerence, for it proouing a matter [0 difft- 
cult,to deutfe new things and [oeafieto ad vuto that 
which hach bene already [peken and treated of the 
| defetts of the first deferue not (by this reafon) tobe 
much reprooued neither he who addeth ought , meri- 
| 2eth any great commendation. Iconfeffe that this my 
worke cannot be excufed fe onmfome errors, fecing the 
| matter 1s fo delicat and no way fore-opened toentreat 
thereof. ‘But if the fae be ina matter where the 
cunderftanding hath place tothinke , in this cafel 
pray thee (wittte Reader) that before thou giae fen- 
tence. 
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The Epiftles — 
tence thou read ouerthe whole workesand affurethy ~ 
felfe what the difference of thine ownewit ss, andif 
in the worke thou find ought which i-thine opintonis 
not well faid,confider wel. of the reafous which fway 
the moftagainft it, and if thoucanft norre/oluesthen 

~ turneto read the eleuenth chapter, for wmthat. 

[balt thou find the anfwere which. « 


they may. Eccles - 
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The Examination or Triall of mens 
} _ ~ witsand difpofitions. 
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CHAP. I. 


He prooueth by an example,that if aChild baue not the 
difpofition and abilitie, which is requifit for that {cience wher- 
unto he will addict himfelfe, it is afuperfluows labour to be tn- 

fpructed therein by good {choolemaifters , to hane ftore of 
bookes,and continually to ftudze it. 


wx... ——— 


'He opinion of Cécero was good, who,that 

=} i| his fonne WMarke might prooue fuch a 
Zon | WA one in that kind of learning, which him- 
izesy|i felfe had made choice of, as he defireds 
mess ty\|i iudged, that it fufficed to fendhim to a 


place of ftudie , fo. renowmed and fa- 








mous in the world, as that of hens, and to-giue him Cra-_ 


tippus for his {choolemailter, who was the ¢reateft Philo- 
fopher of thofe daies, bringing him vp ina citie fo popu- 
lous, where, through the great concourle of people which 
thither aflembled, he fhould of necefsitie haue many ex- 


_amples and profitings of ftrangers, fit to teach him by ex- 


perience thofe things which appertained to the knowledge 
that himfelfe was to learne. But, notwithftanding all this 
diligence, aud much more befides, which (as a good father) 
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he vfed, prouiding him bookes , and writing fome ynto 
him of his owne head; the Hiftotians report, that he pro- 


ued but a Cods-head, with little eloquence, and leffe Phi- . 


lofophie , (a matter vfuall amongft men, that the fonne 
abies the much wifedome of the father.) Verely Cicero 
greatly beguiled himfelfe , imagining that albeit his fonne 
were not iffued out of Natures hands, with that wit and 
habilitie which is requific for eloquence and Philofophie, 
yet by meanes of the good induftrie of fuch a teacher, 
and the many bookes, and examples of Wathens, togither 
with the young mans continual! endeauout , and pro- 
cefle of time, the defe&s of his vaderftanding would bee 
amended: but wee fee, that finally hee deceiued him- 
felfe ; neither doe I maruell thereat ,. for hee had manie 
examples to this purpofe, which gncouraged him to be- 
leeue , that the fame might alfo befall in the petfon of 
his fonne. 

For the fame Cicero reports in his booke of De/ffinie, 
that Zenocrates had a wit very vntoward for the ftudie of 
Naturall and Morall Philofophie, of whom Plato fayd, 
That he hada {choller, who ftoodin need of a {purre; and 
yet notwithftanding, through the good induftrie of fuch 
a maifter, and the continuall trauell of Zezocrates himfelfe, 
he became a very great Philofopher . And he writes the 
like alfo of Cleantes, who was {o doltifh and void of ynder- 


Atanding , that no teacher would receiue him into his 


{choole; whereat the young man agrecued and afhamed, 
endured fo great toile in ftudying, that hee came aftet- 
wards to be called a fecond Hercules for wifedome . No 
leffe vntoward for matters of eloquence, feemed the wit of 
Demofthenes , of whom it is fayd, that when he was now 
gtowne big, hecould noryet {peake plaine, but labouring 
and applying the art, by hearing of good teachers, he = 
ue 
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The Triall of Witss pat 3 
ued the beft Oratour of the world : and (pecially (as Cés 
cero recounts) he could not pronounce the letter, R, for 
chat he did fomewhat {tammer, and yet by ptactife he grew 
to atticulat it fo well, asif he had neuer had that way any de- 
feet. Hencetooke that prouerbe his originall, which faith, 
That mans wit in matters of {cience islike a playet at dice, 
for if any one prooue vnluckie in throwing his chaunce, 
by artificiall praétife he comes to amend his euill fortune. 
But ‘tone of thefe examples produced by Cicero, remaines 
without a conuenient anfwere in my do€trine : for (as wee 
will hereafter prooue) there is in young men a certaine dul- 
nefle, which argues a greater wit in another age, than ifthe 
fame had beene fharpe ftom their childhood : nay it is a 
iudgement that they will prooue lowtifh men, when they 
begin very foone to difcourfe, and be quicke of conceipt. 


VW herefore, if Cicero had knowne the true tokens by which 


wits are in the firft age to be difcouered , he would haue 
held it a good figne, that Demofthenes was rude and flow 
of fpeech, and that Zenocrates had need of a {purtewhileft 
hee learned . I take not from a good inftractor att, and 


induftrie , theic vertue and force , to manute wits , as 


well rudeas pliant: but that which I will fay, 1s, that if a 
young man haue not of himfelfe an ynderftanding capa- 
ble of precepts and tules , which propetly belong to the 
arthe would learne, and to none other, that the diligence 
vied by Cicero with his fonne, was as vaine as that which 
any other parent fhall vfe with his fonne, will be in the like. 
Thote who hauctead Pluto, thall eafily know, that this do- 
Grine is true, whoreports that Socrates was the fonne (as 
he alfo reported himfelfe) of a midwife, andthatas his mo- 
ther Calbeit fhe were much praifed in the art) could not 
make a womanto be deliuered, that before her comming 
to her was not with child ; fo he (performing the like of- 
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“he CPAPRRE™ The Trial) of Wits. en ee 
fice as his mother) could not make his {chollets bring 
foorth any fcience, if of themfelues they had not their vn- 
derftanding conceiued therewith. He was of opinion, that 
{ciences wete (as it were) naturall to thofe men only , who 
had their wits appliable thereunto ; and that in fuch it be- 
fell , as we fee by experience in thofe who haue forgotten 
fomewhat which they firft knew , who if we put them in 
mind but of one word, gather from that all the refidue, 

Mailters (for ought that I can gather) have none other 
office with their fchollers, than to bring learning-to their 
remembrance : for if they haue a fruitfull wir, they make 
them with this onely to bring forth wonderfull conceipts, 
otherwife they doc but affi& themfelues, and thofe whom 
they inftrua, nor cuer obtaine their defices. And (at leat if 
I were a teacher) before I receiued any {choller into my 
fchoole , I would grow to many trials and experiments 
with him, vntill I might difcouer the qualitie of his wir, 
and if I found it by nature dire&ted to that {cience where- 
of I made profefsion, I would willingly receiue him, for it 
breedsa great contentment in the teacher, to inftru@& one 
of good towardlineffe : andif not, I would counfaile him 
to ftudie that {cience which were moft agreeable with his 
wit. But if I faw, that he had no difpofition or capacitie for 
any fort of learning , I would friendly and with gentle 
words tell him; Brother, you haue no meanes to proue a 
man of that profefsion which you haue vndertaken, take 
care not to loofe your time and your labour, and prouide 
you fome other trade of liuing , which requires not fo 
great an habilitie as appertaineth to learning. Hereof is 
feene very plaine experience, for we behold a great num- 
ber of {chollers entet the courfe of whatfoeuer {cience, and 
(be the teacher very good or very bad) finally euery day 
fome prooue of great skill, fome of meane, and ar in 
their 
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The Triall of Wits. mers 
their whole courfe, hane done nought elfe than leefe their 
time, fpend their goods,and beat their braines without any 
manner of profit. 

I wot nere whence this effeét may fpring, they all hea- 
ring one felfe teacher, and with equall diligence and cate, 
and perhaps the dull taking more pain than the wittie: and 
this difficultie growes the greater, by fecing that thofe 
who ate vntoward for one {cience, ate very apt to another, 
and the toward in one fort of learning, pafsing to another 
fort, can vnderftand nothing. But my felfe am at leaft a 
cood witnefle in this truth; for there were three compa- 
nions of ys, who entered together to ftudie the Latine 
roong, andone of vs learned the fame with great facilitic, 
che reft could never make any commendable compofiti- 
on; butall pafsing onto Logicke, one of thofe who could 
not learne Grammar, proued inthat arta principall Aegle, 
and the other two, inthe whole, neuer learned one readic 
point; then all three comming to heare Aftrologie, it was 
4 matter worthie of confideration, that he who could no 
skill of Latine or Logicke, in few daics knew more’ in A- 
ftrologie than his maifter that taught them, and the reft 
could neuer learne it. I then maruelling hereat, began 
foorthwith to make difcourfes, and play the Philofopher 
hereon, and fo I foundthat euery {cience required a {pect- 
all and particular wit, which reaued from that, was little 
worth in other forts of learning. And if this beitrue (as 
verely itis,and we will fo proueit hereafter) he that at this 
day fhould enter into the fchooles of our times, making 
proofe and aflay of the {chollers wits, how many would he 
change from onc {cience to another, and how many would 
he fend into the :fields for doles and vnable to learne? 
and how many would he'call backe of thofe, who for want 
of abilitie are occupied in bafe exercifes, and yer their wits 
B uj were 
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6 mee The Trial of Wits. ‘iis 
were by nature created onely for learning > but fithens this 
cannot be brought about nor remedied, it behooués to 
{tay no longer hereon, but to paffle forward. 

It cannot be denied, but that (as I hauefayd) there are 
wits found capable of one fcience, which are vntoward 
for another : and therefore it behooues, before the child 
be fet to ftudie, to difcouer the manner of his wit, and to 
fee what fcience agreeth with his ‘capacitie, and then to 
ptouide that he may apply the fame. But it is neceflarie 
alfo to confider, that this which hath beene fayd, fufficeth 
not to make aman prooue fufficiently learned , but wee 
muft haue regard of other conditions no leffe requifit 
than is this of towardlinefle. For Hippocrates fayth, That 
mans wit holds the like proportion with knowledge , as 
the earth doth with feed, which though of her felfe fhe be 
fruitfull and fat, yet ic behooues to manure her, and vf 
aduifement to what fort of feed her naturall difpofition 
enclineth : for euery fort of earth cannot without diftin- 
ction produce cuerie fort of feed. Some better brings 
foorth Wheat than Barley, and fome Barley better than 
W heats and of Wheats fome bring a plentiful increafe 
of good Lammas VV heat, and cannot away with the Ba- 
{eft fore. 

Neither doth the good husbandman content himfelfe 
to make this onely diftin@ion, butafter he hath manured 
the earth in due feafon, he lookes for conuenient time to 
fow it, forit cannot be done arall times of the yeare, and 
after that the graine is {prung vp, he clenfeth and weedeth 
it, that it may encreafe and gtow, giuing the fruit which of 
the feed is expeGted . After this fort, it is neceffarie that the 
{cience being knowne, which beft fitteth with the perfon, 
he begin to ftudie from his firft age, for this dayth C4ri- 

Sotle)isthe mott pliant of all others to learning. Moreo- 
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The Triall of Wits. ‘Chap 
uer, mans life is very fhore,and the arts long and toilefome, 
for -which it behooues that there bee time fufficient to 
know them, and {paceto exercife them, and therewith to 

rofit the commonwealth. Childrens memotie (faith & 
riffotle) isa table without any pidture, becaule it was but 
a little while fince they were borne, and fo they receiue 
any thing whatfocuer with facilitie ; and not as the me- 
motie of old men, which full of thofe many things they 
haue feene in the long courfe of their life, is not capable of 
more: andtherefore Platofayth, That in the prefence of 
youth, we fhould recount honeft tales and aétions, which 


x : 


tany incite them to vertuous doings, for what they learne 


in that age , abides ftill in their minds, and not (as Galexz 
fayth) that then it behoones to learne the arts, when our 
nature hath accrued all the forces that fhe can haues which 
point is void of reafon, if you admit no diftinction. He 
that isto learne the Latine tonguc or any other language, 
oughtto doe it in his childhood, for if he tarie till the bo- 
die be hardened, and take the perfection that it ought to 
haue, he fhall neuer reape auailcable profit. In his fecond 
age, namely boyes ftate, it is requifit that he trauaile in the 
art of Syllogifines, for then the vnderftanding begins to 
difplay his forces, which hath the fame proportion with 
Logicke , as fhackles haue with the feet of mules not. yet 
trayned, who going {ome daies therewith, take afterward 
acettaine grace in their pace: fo our ynderftanding fhack- 
Jed with the rules and precepts of Logicke,takes afterwards 
a gracefull kind of difcourfing and arguing in {ciences and 
difputations. Then followes youth, in which all the {cien- 
ces appertaining to the vnderftanding may be learned, for 

that hath a ripened knowledge. 
Truc itis,that4ri/totle excepteth naturall Philofophy, 
faying, a young man is not of fic difpofition for this kind 
B ij of 
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8 CAP The Trial of Wits. , 
of do&trine, wherein it feemeth he hath reafon, for thatie 
is a {cience of deeper confideration and wifdome than any 
ather. 

Now the age thus knowne, in which (ciences are to be 
learned , it behooues to fearch our a commodious place 
for the fame , where nothing elfe faue learning may be 
handled , and fuch are the Vaiuerfitie + but the youth 
mutt forgoe his fathers houfe, for the dandling of the mo- 
ther, brethren, kindred, and friends which are not of his 
proiefsion, doe greatly hinder his profiting. This is plainly 
{eene in the fehollers who are natiue of the citties and pla. 
ces where Vniuerfities are feated; none of which (faueé b 
great mitacle) euer become learned . And’ this may eafily 
bee remedied ; by changing of Vniuerfities, and the na- 
tiue of one citie going to ftudie in another. This faring, 
that aman takes from his owne country to make humifelfe 
of worth and difetetion, is of fo great importance, that 
there is no maifter inthe world who can teach him more, 
and efpecially, when a man {ees himfelfe (fometimes) a- 
bandoned of the fauour and delights of his countrie. De. 
patt out of thy land (laid God to Cabraham) and {eur thy 
felfe from amidft chy kindred and thy fathers houfe , and 
come tothe place where I will thew thee, in which thou 
thalt make thy name great,and I will giuc thee my blefsing. 
The like fayes God toall men’, who defite to proouc of 
value and wifdome: for albeit he can blefle them in their 
Natiue countrey, yet he will, that men difpofe themfelues 
by this meane which he hath ordained, and that wifedome 
be not attained by them with idlenefle: All this is meant: 
with a foregoing prefuppofall, that aman haue a good wit 
anid be apt, for otherwile, He that goes a beaft toRome,returns 
4 beaft againe. Little ayailes ic, thata dullard go to learne in: 
the famous places of ftudie, Where there is no chaire of 
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ynderftanding, nor wifdome,nor a man to teach it. 





The third point of diligence is, to feeke out a mai- 
fter who hath a direétion and method 1n teaching, 
whofe do@trine is found and firme, not fophifticall nor 
of vaine confiderations : for all that the {choller doth, 
whileft he isa learning, is to credite all that which his 
maifter propounds vnto him, for he hath no found 
iudgement or difcretion to difcerne or feperat falfhood 
from truth , albeit this is a chauncefull cafe, and nor 
placed in the choice of fuch as learne, that the {chollers 
come in due time to ftudie, and that the Vniuerfities 
haue good or vnfic inftructets ; as it befell certaine Phi- 
fitions, of whom Galez tepotts, that hauing conuificed 
them by many reafons and experiments ,' and fhewed 
them , that the practife which they vied was falfe and 
preiudiciall to mens health ; the teares fell-from their 


- eyes, and in his prefence they began to curfe their hard 


hap, in lighting on fuch bad maifters.as bare fway du- 
ring the time that they were learners. True it is, that 
there are found fome {chollers of fo ripe wit, as they 
ftraightwaies.looke into the condition of the teachers, 


-and the learning which he teacheth, and if it be vitious, 


they know how to. confute the fame, and to gitie allow- 
ance to fuch as deliuer foundly : thefe at the yeares'end 
teach their maifter much morethan their: maifter taught 
them ; for doubting and demaunding wittily, they make 
him to vnderttand and anfwere things fo exquifit, as he 
himfelfe neuer knew nor fhould have knowne, if the 
{choller with the felicitie of his wit “had not brought 
them to his mihd: but chofe who can doe this; ate’ one 
or two atthe moft,andthe dullards are iafinit. Through 
which, it would doe well(fecing this choife and Exami- 
nation of VVits for eucry {cience is not had) that the 
bli eA Vniuer- 
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10 Chet” The Triall of Wits, 


Vniuetfities alwaics made prouifion of good teachers, 
endued with found learning, and a cleere difcerning wit, 
to the end they may not inftru& the ignorant in errors 
and falfe propofitions. seen 
The fourth diligence requifitto be vied, is to ftudie 
euery {cience with order, beginning at his principles, 
and pafsing through the mid{ft to the end , without ha- 
uing matter that may pre{uppofe another thing before. 
For which caufe, I haue alwaies held it an errour, to 
heare many leflons of diuers matters, and to carry them 
all home fardled vp together . By this meanes there is 
made a male of things in the vnderftanding, which af. 
terwards, when they come to practife, aman knowes 
not how to turneto vie the precepts of his art, nor to 
afsizne thema place conuenient : and itis much better 
ta beitow labour in cucry matter by it felfe , and with 
that naturall order which it holds in his compofition; 
for.in the felfe mannet as it is learned, foisitalfo prefer 
ued inthe memorie. And more in particular, itis necef- 
faric that they doe this, who of their ownenature haue ~ 
a confufed wit: and this may eafily be remedied by hea- 
ting one matter by itfelfe, and that being ended, to en- 
ter into the next following, till the whole art be atchie- 
ued. Galen well vnderftanding of how great im portance 
i was toftudie matters with order and|concett, wrot a 
booke to teach the nianner that was to be held in rea- 
ding his workes, to the end that the Phifition might not 
be tangled in confufion :. Others adde héreunto, that 
the {choller whileft he learneth , haue but one booke 
which may plainely containe the points 6f his learning, 


and that heattend to ftudie that onl y andno more, leaft 


he grow into agarboile and confufion: and herein ¢] ey 
ate wartanted by great reafon. 
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The laft thing which makes aman proue of rate lear- 
ning, isto confame much time at his booke, and to ex- 
peét, that knowledge haue his due digeftion, and take 
deeperoot 3 for asthe bodie is not maintained by the 


much which we eat and drinke in one day, but by that — 


which the ftomacke digefteth and turneth : fo our vn- 
det{tanding is not filled by the much which we read in 
little time, but by that which by littleand little it pro- 
ceeds to conceiue and chew vpon. Our wit day by day 
difpofeth it felfe better and better, and comes (by pro- 
cefle of time) to light on things which before it could 
neither vnderftand nor conceiue. Vnderftanding hath 
his beginning, his incteafe, his ftanding, and his decli- 
ning, as hathaman, and other creatures and plants 5 it 
begins in boies age, hath his increafe in youth, his ftan- 
ding in middle or mans age, and in old age it begins to 
decline... VWWho fo therefore would know at what time 
his ynderftanding enioieth all the forces which it may 
pattake,let him weet,that it is from the age of thirtie and 


three vatill fiftie, little more or leffe, within which com- 


pafie we may beft giue credit to graue authors, if in the 
difcourfe of their life they haue held contrarie opini- 
ons ; atid he that will write bookes, let himdo it about 
this age,and not before nor after, if hemeane not to yn- 
fay againe,or change opinion. 

But mans age hath not inall people a like meafure 
and reafon : for. in fome, childhood ends in twelue 
yceres, in fome at foureteene, fome haue fixtcene, and 
fome eighteene;fuch lives very long,becaufe their youth 
arrines to little lefle than fortie yeares, and their ripe or 
firme age to threefcore, and they haue afterward twen- 
tie yeares of old age, whercthrough their life amounts 
to fourefcore, and this is the tcarme of thofe who are 
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12 CRE The Trial of Wits, 
very ftrong. The firft fort, who finith their childhood 
-attwelue yeates, are very fhort liued, and begin {peedily 

to difcourfe, their beard foone {ptowreth out, and their 
witlafteth bua {mall time, thefe at thirtie fue years be. 
ginto decline,and at fortie and eight finith their life, 

Of all.the conditions aboue {pecified, there is not a- 
ny one whichis not very neceffarie, profitable,and help- 
fullin pra@ile fora young manto receiue notice of; but 
to haue a good and anfwerable nature to the {cience 
which he pretendeth to ftudie, is the matter which moft 
makes for the purpofe : for with this,we haue feene, that 
diners men haue begun to ftudie, after theit youth was 
expired, and were inftructed by bad teachers, with euill 
order, and in their owne bitth-places,and yet forall that 
haue prooued great clearkes: But if the wit faile (ith 
Hippocrates ) all other diligences are loft. But there isne 
man who hath better verefied this, thanthe good Agar- 
cus Cicero, who through griefe of feeing his fonne fuch 
a doo-nought , with whominone of themeanes could 
preuaile, thathe had procured to breed him wifedome; 
faid in the end after this fort: What el{e is it,after the man: 

wer of the giants,to fight with the gods thanto rejift againft 
#ature ? asif he fhould haue fayd : W hat thing is thete, 
which better.refembles the battaile which the gfants 
vndertooke againft the eods.than that aman who wan- 
teth capacitie, fhould fet himfelfe to ftudie» for'as the 
giants neuer ouetcame the gods, but wete fill vanquis 
fhed by them: fo wharfoeuer {choller will labour to 6. 
uercome his owne yntoward nature, fhall reft vanqut- 
ihed by her. For which caufe, the fame Cicero counfel: 
leth vs, that we fhould not vf force again{t out nature, 


nor endeuour to become Orators, if fheaffent not, for 
we fhall vndergo labour in yaine. 
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CHAP. II. 


That Nature ts that which makes aman of habilitie 
to learne. 


nys g lofophers,to fay, That Nature is fhe 
who makes a man of habilitie to 
¥26—5 Icarne,and that art with her precepts 
py eas and tulesgiues a facilitie thereunto : 

eave>’ CA but then yfeand experience, which 
he reapes of particular things, makes him mightie in 
working. Yetnone of themeuer fhewed in particular, 
what thing this Nature was, nor in what ranke of caules 
it ought to be placed: only they affirmed,that this,wan- 
ting in him who learned; att, experience, teachers, 
bookes, and trauaile are of none auaile. The ignorant 
vulgar, {eeing a man of great wit and readinefle, ftraight- 
waies afsigne God to be the author thereof, and looke 
no further, but hold every other imagination that goes 
beyond this, for vanitie : but naturall Philofophers de- 
fpife this manner of talking; for put cafe that the fame be 
godly , and containe therein religion and truth ; yet it 
groweth from not knowing the order and difpofition 
which God placed amongft naturall things that day 


®.FS ordinarie amongft the antient Phi. 
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when they were created, and fo couer theit ignorance 


with a kind of warrantife, and in fort, that none may 
reprehend or gainefay the fame, they affirme that all be- 


fals as God will, and that nothing fucceeds , which 


(ptings not from his divine pleafure. But though this be 
neuer fo apparant a truth, yet ate they worthie of re- 
prooic, 
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proofe : becaufe, as not euerie kind of demaund (ith 
_Ariftotle) isto be made after one fafhion, fo not euery 
anf{were(though true)is to be giuen. 

W hileft a naturall Philofopher reafoned with a Gra- 
matian, there came to them an inquifitiue Gardener, 
and asked, WV hat the caufe might be,that he cherifhing 
the earth fo charily, in deluing, turning, dunging, and 
watering it, yet the fame neuer well brought foorth the 
herbage which he fowed therein; whereas the hearbes 
which the bred of her felfe, the caufed to encreafe with 
gteat facilitie? The Grammarian anfwered, This grew 
from the diuine prouidence , and-was fo ordained tho- 
row the good gouernment of the world : at which an- 
{were the naturall Philofopherlanghed, feeing he redu- 
ced this to God, becaufe he knew not the difcourfe of 
natural! caufes, nor in what fortthey proceeded to their 
effets. The Grammarian perceiuing the other laugh, 
asked whether he mocked him,or whereat elfe he laugh- 
ed? The Philofopher anfwered, that he laughed not at 
him, but atthe maifter who taught him fo ill : forthe 
knowledge and folution of things which {pring from 
the diuine prouidence (as are the workes fupernaturall) 
appertaine to the Metaphificks (whom we now tearme 
Diuines:) but this queftion propounded by the Gat- 
dener, is naturall, and appertaineth to the iurifdi@tion of 
the naturall Philofophers, becaufe there are certaine or- 
dered and manifeft caufes, from which this effet may 
{pring And thus the naturall Philofopher anfwered, fay- 
ing, That the earth is conditioned like aftepmother, who 
very carefully brings vp her owne children which thee 
breeds her felfe, but takes away the faftenance from 
thofe which appertaine to her husband; and fo we fee 
that her owne children are fat and frefh , and her ftep- 
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The Triall of Wits. Chop 15 
children weake and ill coloured. The heatbes which the 
earth brings foorth of her felfe, are borne of her proper 
bowels , and thofe which the Gardener makes to grow 
by force, are the daughters of another mother , where- 
through fhee takes from them the vertue and nourifh- 
ment by which they oughtto incteafe, that fhe may giue 
itto the hearbes which are borne of her felfe. 

Hippocrates likewile reports, that he going to vilit the 
eteat Philofopher Democritus, he told him the follies 
which the vulgar {peake of Phificke, namely, that {eeing 
themfelues recouered from fickneffe, they would fay, it 
was God who healed them, and that ifhis will were not, 
little had the good diligence of the Phifition auailed. 
This is fo antient a mariner of talke, and the naturall 
Philofophers haue fo often refuted it, that the feeking 
to take the fame away , wete fuperfluous , neither is it 
conuenient : forthe vulgar, who know not the particu- 
lar caufes of any effect, anfwereth better and with more 
truth, as touching the vniuerfall caufe, which is. God, 
thanto fay fome other vnfitting thing. But I haue often 
gone about to confider the reafon and the caufewhence 
it may grow, that the vulgar fort is fogreata friend to 
impute all things to God, and to reaue them from Na- 
ture,and do fo abhorre the naturall meanes: and I know 
not whether I haue been able to find it out. Fhe vulgar(at 
leaft)giues hereby to vnderftand, that for as much as they 
know not what effets they ought to attribute to God 
immediatly, and what to Nature, they {peake after this 
manet. Befides that,men are for the moft part impatient, 
and defirous to accomplifh {peedily what they couct. 
But becaufe the naturall means are of fuch prolixitie,and 
worke with length of time,they pofleffe notthe patience 
to ftand marking thereof, and knowing that God is 
Omni 
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wharfoeuet him pleafech (whereof they find many ex- 
amples) they would that he fhould giue them health, as 
he did to the ficke ofthe palfic 3 and wifedome,as to Salo 


, mon, viches, as to Job; and that he fhould deliuer them 
_ from their enemie,as he did Dawid. | 


The fecond caufe is, for that men are atrogant, and - 
vaine conceited, many of whom defite fecretly in their 
hearts, that God would beftow vponthem fome patti- 
cular graces, which fhould not befall after the common 
ve (as is, that the funne arifeth vpon the good and bad, 
and that the raine fals vpon all in generall:) for benefits 
are fo much the more highly prized, as they are the 
morerate. And for this caufe we haue feene many men 
to feigne miracles in houfes and places of deuotion, for 
ftraightwaies the people flockes vnto them, and holds 
them in great reuerence, as perfons of whome God 
makesa {peciall account : and if they be poore, they fa- 
uour them with large almes, and fo fome finne ypon 
intereft. 

The third reafonis, thatmen hauea liking to be well 
at their cafe : whereas naturall caufes are difpofed with 
fuch order and conceit, that to attaine their effects, ity 
behooues to beftow labour. Wherefore they would 


thaue God demeane himfelfe towards them, after his 


omnipatencie, and that (without fweating) they might 
come to the well head of their defires. J leaue afide the 
mallice of thofe, who require miracles at Gods hand, 
thereby to tempt his almightineffe, and to prooue whe- 
thet he be able to doe it: and otherfome, who to be re- 
uenged after their hearts defire, call for fire from heauien, 
and fuch other cruell chaftifements. 

The laft caufe is, for that many of the vulgar are reli- 
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The Triall of Wits. Chenlg te 17 
ligioufly giuen,and hold deere, that God may be hono- 
red and magnified , which is much fooner broughtas 
bout by way of miracles than by naturall effets: but the 
common fort of men know not, that workes aboue na- 


~ gute and woonderfull, are done by God, to fhew thofe 
_ who knowitnot, That heis omnipotent, and that he 


ferues himfelfe of them , as an argument to prooue his 
doétrine, and that this necefsitie once ceafing, he neuer 
doth it more. This may well be perceiued, confidering 
that God doth no longer thofe vawoonted things of 
the new teftament: and the reafon is, for that on his be- 
halfe hee hath-performed all neceflarie diligence , that 


men mightnot pretend ignorance . And to'thinke that 


he will begin anew to doe the like miracles, and by them 3 


once againe to proouchis doftrine, in raifing the dead, 
reftoring fight tothe blind, and healing the lame and 
ficke of the palfic,is an errour very great; for once God 
taught men what is behoofefull, and prooued the fame 
by miracles, but returnes not to doe it,any more. God 


{peakes once (fayth Job) and turnes not to a fecond'te- 


pliall. | 
The token whereon I ground my iudgement, when 
J would difcouer whether a man hane a wit approptiat 
to Naturall Philofophie, is, to {ee whether he be addi- 
&ed to'reduce all matters to miracle, without diftimai- 
on :'and conttariwile, fuch as hold not themfelues con- 
tented, vntill they know the particular caule of euerie 
effe&, leaue no occafion to miftruft the goodnefle of 
their wit. Thefedoe well know, that there’are effects 
which muft be reduced to God immediately; (as-mira- 
cles) and others to Nature, (aad firch are thofe, which 
hanetheir ordinatie caufes from whence they accuftome 
to (pring:) but {peaking both of the one manner and the 
other, 
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eet The Triall of Wits. - 
other, we alwaies place God for author : for when U7. 
vifpotle {aid, That God and Nature did nothing invaine, - 
hee meant not, that Nature was an vniuerfall caufe; en- 
dowed with a iurifdiGtion feuered from God, but thar - 
fhee was a name of the order and concert which God 
hath beftowed in the frame of the world, to the end 
thatthe neceflarie effeAs might follow for the prefer- 
uation thereof. For in the fame manner itis vfually faid, 
that the King and Ciuile Reafon doe no ma wrong. 
In which kind of {peech no man conceiueth , that this 
name Reafon, fignifieth a prince which poflefleth a fe- 
uerall iuri{di@tion from that of the king; buta tearme, 
which by his fignification embraceth all the roiall lawes 
and conftitutions ordained by the fame king, for the 
preferuation of his commonwealth in peace. And as 


the king hath his {peciall cafes referued to himfelfe, 


which cannot be decided by the law, for that they are 
vnufuall and waightie: in like manner God left miracu- 
lous effects referued for himfelfe, neither gaue allowance 
vato naturall caufes , that they might produce them. 
But here we muft note, that he who fhould know them 
for fuch, and difference them from naturall workes, be- 
hooues to beea great naturall Philofopher, and to Vilg 
derftand the ordinary caufes that euery effeet may hold, 


and yetall this fufficeth nox,vnleffethe Catholike church 


ratific them tobe fuch. And asthe Doétors labour and 
ftudie in reading this Ciuile Reafon, preferuing the 
whole in their memoric, that they may know and vn- 
derftand what the kings will was , in the determination 
of fucha cafe: fo wee natural Philofophers (as do&ors 
in this facultie ) beftow all our ftudie in knowing the 
difcourfe and order, which God placed that day when 
he cteated the world, fo to contemplate and ynderftand 
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in what fort,and vpon what caufe he would that things 
fhould fucceed. And as it werea matter worthy laugh- 
cer, that a doétor fhould alleagein his writings (though 
approoued) that the king commaunds a cafe fhould be 
thus determined, without thewing the Law and Rea- 
fon, through which it was fo decided: fo naturall Philo- 
fophers laugh at fuch as fay, This is Gods doing ; with- 
out afsigning the order and difcourle of the particular 
caufes whence they may {pring.And as the king will giue 
them no eare, when they require him to breake fome 
inft law, or to rule fome cafe befides the order of iuftice, 
which hee hath commaundedto bee obferued : fo God 
will not hearken when any man demaunds of him mi- 


racles and workes befides naturall order, without caufe: 


why. For albeit the king euery day abrogates and elta- 
blifheth new lawes, and changeth tudiciall order, as well 
through the variation of times,as for that itis the indge- 
mient of a fraile man,and cannotat one only time attaine 
to petfeé right and iuftice : notwithftanding the natu- 
rall order of the vninerfe,which we cal Nature,from that 
day wherein God created the world,vnto this, hath: had 
no need of adioining or reauing any one iot,becaufe hee 
framed the fame with fuch prouidence and wifedome, 
thatto require this order might not be obferued, were 
tofay, tharhis workes were vnperied. 

Toreturne then to that fentence fo often vfed by. na- 
turall Philofophers,that Nature makes able; we muft vn- 
_derftand that there are Wits, and there are Abilities, 

which God beftoweth vpon men befides naturall or- 
der, as was the wifedome of the Apoftles, who being 
fimple and of bafe account, were miraculoufly enligh- 
tened and replenifhed with knowledge and learning. 
Of this (orc of abilitic 8 wifdome it cannot be verehed, 
C i ~ that 
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20. Chade2. The Triall of Wits. | 
That Nature makes able; for this is a worke, whichis to 
be imputed immediatly vnto. God, & notvnto Nature. 
Thelike is to be vaderftood ofthe wifedome of the Pro- 
phets , and of all thofe to. whom God graunted fome 
grace infuled. Another fort of abilitie is found in men, 
which {prings of their being begotten, with that order 
and confent of caufes which. are eftablifhed by Ged. to 
thisend: and of this fort it may be faid withtruth, 2¢2- 
ture makes able. Vor (as we'will prooue in the laftchap- 
ter of this VV orke)there is to.be found fuch an orderand 
confent in naturall things, that if the fathers in time of 
procteation haue regard to obferue the fame, all their 
children thall prooue wife, and none otherwife. But the 
whileft this fignification of Natuteis very vniuerfall and 
confufed,and the vnderftanding contents not itfelfe, nor 
ftaieth, vntill it conceiue the particular difcourfe, and the 
lateft caufe; therefore it behoouesto {earch out another 
fignification of this name Nature, which may be more 
agreeable to our purpofe. : 

Ariftotle and other naturall Philofophers difcend in- 
to more particularities,and call Nature, whatfoeuer fub- 
ftantiall forme, which giues the being to any thing, and 
is the originall of all the working thereof: in which fig- 
nification,our reafonable foule may refonably be teat- 
med Nature, for from her we receitie our formall being, 
which we haue of being men, and the felfefame is the 
beginning of whatloeuer wee doe and worke. But all 
foules being of equall perfeGtion (as well thatof the wi- 
fer, as that of the foolifh) itcannotbe affirmed, that Na- 
ture in this fignification is that which makes a man able, 
for if this were true, all men fhould haue a like meafure 
of witand wifedome: and therefore the fame Ariffotle 
found out another fignification of N ature, which is the 


caufe 
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The Triall of Wits. Shsho- 2Y 
caufe, that a man is able or vnable ; faying, that the tem. 
perature of the foure firft qualities, (hot, cold,moift, and 
dtie)is to be called Naturesfor from this iffue al the habi- 
lities of man, all his vertues arid vices, and this great va- 


_rietie of wits which we behold. And this is clearely pro- 


ued, by confidering the age of a man when he is wifeft, 


_ who in his childhood is no more than a bruit beaft, and 


vfeth none other powers than thofe of anger and con- 
cupifcence ; but comming to youth, there begins to 
fhoot out in him amaruellous wit, and we fee that it la- 
fteth tilla time certaine,and no longer,for old age grow- 
ing on, he goes euery day loofing his wit, vntill it come 
to be quite decaied. 

This varietie of wits, it is amatter certaine,that it 
{prings not from the reafonable foule, for that is one 
felfe in all ages, without hauing receiued in his forces 
and fubftance any alteration : but man hath in euery 
age a diuers temperature,and a contratie dipofition, by 
mieanes whereof, the foule doth other workes in child- 
hood, other in youth, and other in oldage. VW hence we 
draw an evident argument , that one felfe foule doing 
conttarie workes inone felfe bodie, for that ic partakes 
in every age a contratie temperature, when of young 
men, the one is able, and the other vnapt : this growes 
for that the one of them enioies a diuers temperature 
from the other: And this (for that it is the beginning of 
all the workes of the reafonable foule) was by the Phi- 
fitions and the Philofophers tearmed Nature ; of which 
fignification this fentence is properly verefied, that 2 4- 
ture makes able. 

For confirmation of this do@trine Galen writ a book, 
wherein he prooueth, That the manners of the foule fol- 


low the temperature of the bodie in which it keepes re- 
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22 Chef - The Triall of Wits. 

fidence, and that by reafon of the heat,the coldaeffe, the 
moifture , and the drouth of the territorie where men 
inhabit, of the meats which they feed on, of the waters 
which they drinke, and of the aire which they breath: 
fome are blockifh, and fome wife : fome of woorth, and 
fome bafe:fome cruell,and fome mereifull:many ftraighe 
breafted,and many large : part liers, and part tue {pea- 
kers : fundrie traitors, and fundrie faithfull: fomewhere 
ynquiet,and fomewhere ftaied:there double,here fingle: 
one pinching, another liberall:this man fhamefaft, that 
fhameleffe : fuch hard, and {ach lizht of beleefe. Andto 
prooue this, he cites many places of Hippocrates, Plato, 
and 4ré/fotle, who affirme,that the difference of nations, 
as well in compofition of the bodie, asin conditions of 
the foule,{pringeth from the varietie of this temperature: 
and experience it felfe euidently fheweth this, how farre 
are different Greekes from Tartarians, Erenchmen from. 
Spaniards, Indians com Dutch,and Aithiopians from En- 
ghfb. And this may be {eene,notonly in countries fo far 
diftant, burif we confider the prouinces that enuironall 
Spaine, wee may depart the vertues and vices which wee 
haue recounted amongft the inhabitants, giuing ech one 
his particular vice and vertue : and if we confider the wit 
and manners of the Catalontans, Valentians, Mercians, 
Granatines, _AndaluXians, E sftremenians, Portugals, Gale 
befians, _Afturians, (Montagne/es, Bifcanes, DN auarrifes, 
Aragouois, and of the kingdome of Ca/file; who fees not 
and knowes not, how farre thefe are different amongft 
them({elues, not onely in fhape of countcnatice, and in 
feature of bodie, but euen in the vertues and vices of the 
foule? W hich all growes, for that cuety of thefe pro. 
uinces hath his particular and different temperature, 
And this varietic of manners is Kknowne, not onely in 
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The Triall of Wits, Chaps” 3 
countries fo farre off, but in places.alfo that are not more 
thana lictle league in diftance, it cannot bee credited 
what ods there is found in the wits of the inhabitants. 
Finally, all that which Galen writeth in this his booke, is 
the groundplot of this my Treatife, albeit hee declares 
not in particular the differences of the habilities which 
atein men, neitheras touching thefciences which eue- 
fie one requires in particular. Notwithftanding, hee vir- 
detftood that it was neceffaric to depart the {ciences a- 
mong{t young men, and to giue each one that which to 
his natural habilitie was requific, inas much as hee faid, 


That well ordered commonwealths ought to haue’ 


men of great wifedome and knowledge, who might 
in their tender age difcouer each ones wit and natu- 
rall sharpenefie, to the end they might be fet to learne 
that art which was agreeable, and not leaue itto their 
owne election. fie 


CHAP. ITI. 


what part of the bodie ought to be welltempered, that 
4 young man may bane habilitie. 


avo Ans bodie hath fo many vatietics 


| ' 2 ofpartsand powets(appliedeach 





tohis end) that ic fhall not {tray 
frd our purpofe,but rather grows 
a matter of necefsitie , to know 
-firtt, what member was ordained 
by nature for the principall infttu- 
ment, tothe end manmight be- 
come wife andaduifed. For it isa thing apparant,that 
we difcourle not with our foot, nor walke on our head, 
C wy nor 
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24 Chab-ge The Triall of Wits. 

nor fee with our noftrils, nor heare with our eyes, bur 
that euery of thefe parts hath his vfe and particular difpo. 
fition, for the worke which it is to accomplith. 

Before Hippocrates and Plato came intothe world, it 
held foragenerall conceit amongft the naturall Philo- 
fophers, that the heart was the principall part where the 
reafonable facultie made his refidence, and the inftry- 
ment wherewith the foule wrought the workesof wife- 
dome, of diligence, of memorie, and of ynderftandine. 
For which caufe,the divine {cripture (applying it felfe to 
the otdinarie {peech of thofe times) in many places cals 
the heart the foueraigne part ofa man. But thefetwo 
graue Philofophers comming into the world, gaue eui- 
dence that this opinion was falfe, and prooued by many 
reafons and experiments , that the braine is the princi- 
ie feat of the reafonable foule, and fo they all gaue 

ands to this opinion, faue onely ri ftotle,who (with a 
putpofe of crofsing P/ato inall points) turned to reuiue 
the former opinion, and with topicall places to make it 
probable: with which of thefe opinionsthe truth fway- 
eth, time ferueth not now to difcuffe. For thete is none 
of thefe Philofophers that doubteth, butthatthe braine 
is the inftrument ordained by nature, to the end that 
man might become wife and skilful, it fufficeth onely to 
declare with what conditions this patt ought to bee en- 
dued, fo.as we may affirme, that itis duly inftrumentali- 
zed, and that a young man in this behalfe may pofleflea 
good witand habilitie. 

Foure conditions the braine ought to enioy, to the 
end the reafonable foule may therewith commodioufly 
petforme the workes which appertaine to ynderftan-_ 
ding and wifedome: The firft, 200d compofition the fe- 
cond, that his parts be well ynited ; the third, that the 
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The Triall of Wits, FRAe3 =a 
_ heat exceed not the cold, nor the moift the drie; the 
fourth, that his fubftance bee made of parts fubtile and 
very delicate. ; 

Inthe good compofition are contained other foute 


things : the firft is, good figure: the fecond, quantitie 


fufficient : the chird, that in the braine the foure ven- 
tricles be diftin€ and feueted, each duly beftowed in his 
feat and place : the fourth,that the capableneffe of thefe 
be neither greater nor lefle than is conuenient for their 
workings. : 

Galen colle&s the good figure of the braine by an 
outward confideration, namely the forme and difpofiti- 
onof the head, which he faith ought to be fuch, as it 
fhould be, if taking a perfe& round ball of wax, and pref 
fing it together fomewhat on the fides, there will re- 
maine (after that manner) the forehead and the nape 

with a little bunchineffe. Hence it followes,that the man 
~ who hath his forchead very plaine,and his nodocke flat, 
hath not his braine {o figured, asis requifit for wit and 
habilitie. The quantitie of the braine, which the foule 
needeth to difcourfe and confider, isa matter that breeds 
feare , for amongit all the bruit beafts there is none 
found to haue fo much braineas aman, in fort, as if we 
ioine thofe of two the greateft oxen together, they will 
not equall that of .one oncly man, be he newer {o little. 
And that whereto behooues more confideration, is, 
that amongft bruit beafts, thofe who apptoch neereft to 
mans wifedome and difcretion (as the ape, the fox, and 
the dog,) hauea greater quantitie of braine than the o- 
ther, though bigger bodied than they. For which caufe, 
Galen{aid, That a little head in any maniseuet faultie,be- 
cate that it wanteth braine; notwithitanding, I auouch, 
thacif his hauing a great head proceedeth from abun- 
dance 
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a6 -Chapase: The Triall of Wits. 
dance of matter, ‘and ill tempered; at fuch time as the 
fame was fhaped by Nature, it-isan enill token; forthe 
{ame confifts all of bones and fleth, and contaities’a fmall 
quantitie of braine), as it: befals in very big orenges, 
which opened, ate found {carce of inice, and hard of 
rinde. Nothing offends the reafonable foule fo much, 
as tu make. his abode in a bodie furcharged with bones, 
far,and fleth. For which caule Plato faid, That wile mens 
heads are ordinarily weake, and vpon any oceafion are ’ 
eafily annoied, andthe reafonis, for that Natute made 
them of an emptie skull , ‘wich intention not tooffend 
the wit, by compafsing it with much matter. “And this 
dodtrineof Plato is fo true, that albeit che ftomacke 4. 
bides fo far diftant from the braine, yerthe fame workes 
itoffence, when it is replenifhed with facand fleth. For: 
confirmation hereof, Galen alleageth a prouerbe which 
faith, groffe belie makes a kroffe under flanding and that 
this proceeds ftom nothing elfeythan that the braine and 
the ftomacke are vnited and chained together with cet 
taine finewes, by way of which they interchangeably 
communicat their dammagess And contrariwife, when 
the ftomacke is drie and thrunke, it affords great aidto 
the wit, as wee (ec in the hungerftarued, and fuch 'as'are 
driuento their thifts, onwhichdo@tine (it may be) Per- 
Jims founded himfelfe,when he fad, That the belly is that’ 
which quickens vp the wit. Butthe thing moft pertinent 
to benoted forthis purpofe, is, thavif the other parts of 
the bodie bee farand ficthie, and therethrough a man” 
Srowes ouergrofle, 47z/totle fayes, Iemakes him to lecle 
his wit. For which’canfe Iam of opinion, thacif a man 
hauea great head; albeit the fame ptoceed for that he is 
endued with avery able nature, and that he is. firnithed 
with a quantitie of well tempered matter, yer“he fhall 
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The Triall of Wits, Chag'3 say 
not be owner of fo good a wit,as if the fame held a mea- 
net fize. 3 aL 7 
Ariffotle is of a contrary opinion, whileft he enquires 
for what caufea man is the wifett of all liuing creatures ? 
to which doubt heanfwers, That you fhall find no crea- 
ture which hath fo little a head as man, refpecting with- 
all the greatneffe of his bodie: but herein hee fwarued 
fromreafon, for if he had opened fome mans head, and 
viewed the quantitie of his braine, hee fhould haue 
found,that two horfes together had not fo much braine 
asthatqne man. That which I haue gathered by expe- 
rience, is, that in little men it is beft chat the head incline 
fomewhat to greatnefle; and in thofe who are big bo- 
died, it prooues beft that they be little: and the reafon 
is, for that after this fort there is found a meafurable 
quantitic, with which the reafonable foule may well per- 
forme his working. 

Befides this, there areneedfull the foure ventricles in 
the braine, to the end the reafonable foule may difcourfe 
and Philofophize: one muft be placed on the right fide 
of the braine,the fecond omtheleft, the third in the mid- 
dle of thefe, and the fourth in the part behind the braine. 
WV hereunto thefe ventricles. {erue,and their large or nar- 
row capablenefle for the reafonable foule, all thall bee 
told by vsa little hereafter, when we ‘hall intreat of the 
diuerfities of mens wits. POs ro. : 

But it fufficeth not, that the braine poffefle good 


figure, fufficient quantitie, and the number of ventricles 


y vs forementioned , with their capablenefle’ great or 
little, but ie behooues alfo that his parts hold a certaine 
kind of continuednefle, and chat they bee not deuided. 
For which caufe,we haue {eene in hurts of the head, that 
fome men haue loft their memotie, fome their vnder- 


ftanding, 
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28 Chee 3° The Triall of Wits. is 
ftanding , and others their imagination: and put cafe, 
that after they haue recouered their health , the braine 
re-ynited it felfe againe, yet this notwithftanding, the 
naturall vnion was not made, which the braine before 
pofleffed. +49 

The third condition of the fourth principall, was, 
that the braine fhould bee tempered with meafurable 
heat, and without exceffe of the other qualities, which - 
difpofition wee {aid heretofore that itis called good ia: 
ture for itis that which principally makes aman able, 
and the contrarie ynable. 

But the fourth, (namely that che braine haue his fub- 
{tance or compofition of {ubtilland delicate parts) Galex 
fayth is the moft important of all thereft. For when he 
would giue a token of the good difpofition of the braine, 
he affirmeth, that a {ubtile wit fheweth that the braine is 
framed of fubtile and very delicat parts, and if the ynder- 
ftanding be dull, itgines euidence of a groffe fubftance, 
but hee makes no mention of the temperature. Thefe 
conditions the braine ought to bee endued withall , to 
the end the reafonable foule may therethrough fhape 
his reafons and fillogifmes. But here encounters vs a 
aifficultie very great, and this is,that if we openthe head 

of any beaft, we fhall find his braine compofed with the 
fame forme and manner as amans, without that any of 
the fore-reported conditions will be failing. VV hence 
we gather, that the bruit beafts haue alfo the vfe of Pru- 
"dence and reafon, by meanes of the compofition of theit 
braine, or elfe that ourreafonable (oule ferues norit {elf 
of thismember, for the vie of his operations 3 which 
may not be auouched . To this doubt Galen anfwereth 
inthis manner: Amongft the kinds of beafts itis doub- 
ted, whether that which is termed vnteafonable, be alro- 
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| The Triall of Wits. .Chak 29 
get her void of reafon,ornot. For albeit the fame want 
that which confifts in voice (which isnamed{peech) yet 
that which is conceiued inthe foule, and tearmed dif- 
courfe,of this ic may be, that all forts of beatts are patta- 
kers, albeit the fame is beftowed more {paringly vpon 
fome, and more largely on otherfome. But verely, how 
far manin the way of reafon outgoethall the reft, there 
isnone who maketh queftion. By thefe.words Gales 
giues ys to ynderftand.-(albeit with fome fearefulnefie) 
that bruit beafts doe partake reafon,one mote, and ano- 
ther leffe, and in their mind doe ftame fome fillogilines 
and difcourfes ; though they cannot vtter them, by way 
of {peech., And then the difference betweene them and 
man confifteth in being more reafonable,. and in ving 
Prudence with greater perfection. | bas 
The fame Galen prooues alfo by many teafons and 
experiments, that Affes (being of all bruit beafts the 
blunceft) doe arriue with their wit to the moft cutious 
and nice points, which were deuiled by Plato ands_Ari- 
fiotle : and thereon he colledts, faying 3 1 amtherefore fo 
far from praifing the ancient Philofophers, in that they 
haue found out fome ample matter and of tare inuenti- 
_ on, (as when they fay, VV ¢ muft hold thatthere is felfe, 
and diners: one, and not one; not-only in number, bur 
alfo in kind :) as I dare boldly affirme, that euen the ve- 


ry Affes (who notwithf{tanding fceme moft blockih of . 


all beafts) haue this from Nature. : 
This felfefame meant —4riffotle, when he enquired 
the caufe, VV hy man amoneft all living creatutes is Wit 


feft2andin another place he turnes to doubt; For.what - 
caufe man is the moft vniult of all ling creatures :1n 


which he gives vs. to vaderftand the felfefame which 


Galen {aid That the difference whichis found. betweene 
man 
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30 Chap S- The Triall of Wits: ae 
man and bruit beaft, is the felfefame whichis found be. 
tweene a foole and a wife man; which is nought elfe 
thanin refpe& of the more and the lefle. This(truly) is 
notto be doubted, that bruit beafts enioy memorie and 
imagination, and another power which refembles vn. 
derftanding: as the Ape is very like a man, and that his 
foule takes vie of the compofition of the braine, it is a 
matter apparant: which being good, and fuch as is be- 
hooftull, performes his works very well, and with much 
ptudence,and if the braine be ill inftrumentalized, itexe- 
cutes the fame yntowardly . For which caufe we fe, 
that there be affes , which in their knowledge are pto- 
perly fuch : and others againe are found fo quicke con- 
ceipted and malicious , that they pafle the propertie of 
their kind. And amoneft horfes are found many iadifh- 
nefles , and good qualities, and fome there are more 
trainable than the reft : all which growes from haning 
their braine well or ill inftrumentalized. The reafon and 
folution of this doubt, fhall be placed in the chapter 
which followeth, for there we returne to teafonanew of 
this matter. 

There are in the bodie fome othet parts, from whofe 
tempctatute, as well the wit as the braine depend ; of 
which wee will reafon in the lat chapter of this worke. 
But befides thefe and the braine, there is found in’ the 
bodie another fubttance, whofe feruice the reafonable 
foule vfeth in his Operations, and fo requireth the three 
laft qualities which we haue afsigned to the braine, that 
is, quantitic fufficient, delicat {ubitance, and good tem- 
petature. Thefe are the vitall {pirits, and arterial: bloud, 
which goe wandering through the whole bodie,and te- 
maine cuctmore ynited to the imagination, followin 
his contemplation. The office of this {pirituall fubftance 
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The Triall of Wits, “Ped 3°31 
is, to ftiryp the powers of man, andto giue them force 
and vigour that they may bee able to worke. ‘This thall 
evidently be knowne to be their manner, if we take con- 
fideration of the motions, of the imaginations, and of 
that which after fucceeds in working. For ifa man begin 
_.t0 imagine vpon any iniurie that hath beene profered 

him, the bloud of the arteries runs fodainly to the heart, 
and ftirs vp the wrathfull part, and giues the fame heat 
and forces for reuenge. 

If a man ftand contemplating any faire woman, or 

ftay in giuing and receiuing by that imagination tou- 
ching the venetious a&, thefe vitall {piritsrun forthwith 
to the genicall members, and raife them to the perfor- 
mance. The like befals when we remember any delicat 
& fauourie meat,which once calledto mind,they ftraight 
abandon the reft of the bodice, and flieto the f{tomacke, 
and replenifh the mouth with water. And this their mo- 
tion is fo {wift, that if a woman with child long. for any 
meat what(oeuer, and {till retaine the fame in her imagi- 
nation, we fee by experience that fhe loofeth her burthen, 
if {peedily itbenot yeelded vnto her. The natural rea- 
fon of this,is, becaufe thefe vitall {pirits. before the wo- 
man conceiued this longing, made abode in. the bellie, 
_ helping her there to retaine the creature;.and through 
this new imagination of eating, they hie to the f{tomacke 
to raife theappetite, and inthis {paee, if the belly haue 
no {trong retentive, it cannot fuftaine the fame,and fo by 
this meanes fhe leefeth her burthen. 

Galen ynderftanding this condition of the.vitall {pi- 
its, counfaileth Phifitions that they giuenot ficke folke 
to eat, when their humors are raw and vpon dilgeftion, 
for when they firft feele the meat in the ftomacke, they 
Straightwaies abandon the worke about which cai 
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Ch 3 The Trial of Wits: 
they were occupied,and come thereunte to helpe it.The 
like benefite and aid the braine receiues of thefe virall 
fpirits , when the reafonable foule ts about to contem: 
plate, vnderftand, imagine, ot performe ations of me- 
morie, without which it cannot worke. And likeas the 
eroffe fubftance of the braine, and his euill temperature 
brings the wit to confufion : fo the vitall {pitits and the 
arterial! bloud (not being delicat and of good tempera- 
tute) hinder in a man his difcourfe and vile of reafon. 
Wherefore P/cto faid, That the fupplenefle and good 
temperature of the heart makes the wit fharpe and 
quicke-fighted. Hauing prooued before,thatthe braine 
and not the heart is the principall feat of the reafonable 
foule. And the reafon is, ‘becaufe thefe vitall {pitits are 
engendred inthe heart, and partake of that fubftance 
and that temperature which tefted in that which for- 
med them. Of this arteriall bloud #éfforle meant, 
whenhe faid, That thofe men ate well compounded 
who haue their bloud hote, delicate, and putes for they 
are alfo of good bodily forces, and of a wit well difpo- 
fed. Thefe vitall {pirits are by the Phifitions termed Na- 
ture, for they are the principall inftrament with which 
the reafonable foule performeth his works, and of thefe 
alfo may that fentence be verefied; Wature makes able. 


CHAP. ITI 


It ts prooned, that the foule vegetatine, fenfitine, and ren- 
fonable, hane knowledge without that any thing bee 
taught them, if fo be that they poffeffe that conuentent 
temperature which is requifit for their operation. 
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\He temperature of the foure firft qua- 
lities (which wee heretofore teatmed 
aw | Nature) hath fo great force, to caufe 
Hie | that (of plants, brute beats, and 
s))!] man). each one fet himfelfe to per- 

ag SE! forme thofe workes which are pro- 
per to his kind, that they attiue to that vemoft bound of 
petfetion which may be attained, fuddainly and with- 
out any others teaching them : the plants know how 
to forme roots vnder ground, and by way of them to 
draw nourifhment to retaine it, to digeftic, and to driue 
foorth the execrements : and the brute. beafts likewife 
fo foone as they are borne, know that which is agreea- 
bleto their nature, and flie the things which are naugh- 





tie and noifome. And that which makes them moft » 


to matuell who are not feene in naturall Philofophie, 
is, that-a man hauing his braine well tempered, and of 


that difpofition which is requifit for this or that fct- 


ence, fuddainly and without hauing ever learned it of 
any, hee {peaketh and vetereth fuch exquifit matters, as 
could hardly win credit. Vulgar Philofophers feeing the 
maruellous works which brute beafts performe, affirme 
it holds no caufe of maruell, becaufe they doe it by na- 
turall inftin@,inas much as nature fheweth and teacheth 
eachin his kind what he istodoe. And in this they fay 
very well, for we haue alreadie alleaged and prooued, 
that Nature is nothing elfe than this temperature of the 
foure firft qualities, and that this is the {choolemaifter 
who teacheth the foules in what fort they are to worke : 
but they tearme inftina of Nature a cettaine mafle of 
things, which rife fromthe noddocke vpward, neither 


could they euer expound or giue vs to vnderftand, what 
it 
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itis. The gtaue Philofophers (as Hippocrates, Plato, and 
cArifotle) attribute all thefe maruellous works to-hear, 
cold, moifture, and drouth, and this they affirme of the 
hilt principle,and paffe no farther. And if youdske who 
hath taught the brute beats to doe thefe. works, (which 
breed vsfuchmatuell) and men to difcourfe with rea- 
fon; Hippocrates anfwercth, It is the natures of them all 
without any teacher : as if he fhould fay; The faculties or 
the temperature of which they confift,areall giuen them 
without being taught by any other... Which is clearely 
difcerned, if they pafle on to confider the workes of the 
foule vegetative, and of all the eft which gouerne man, 
who if it haue a quantitie of mans feed well digeftedand 
feafoned with good temperature, makes a body fo feem- 
ly and duly inftrumentalized, thatall the caruers inthe 
world cannot fhape the like. 

Forwhich caule Gales woondting to fee a frame fo 
matuellous,the number of his feuerall parts, the {eating, 
the figure, and the vie of each one by itfelfe , grew to 
conclude, It wasnot pofsible that the vegetatiue foule, 
ot the temperature, could fathion a workmanfhip fo 
fingular, but that the author thereof was God, or fome 
other mott wife vnderftanding. But this maner of {peech 
is alreadie by vs heretofore refuted + for it -befeemes 
not naturall Philofophers to reduce the effe@ts imme= 
diatly to God,and {0 to flip onerthe a(signing of the fe- 
cond reafons, and efpecially in this cafe, where wee fee 
by experience, thatif mans feed confift of aneuill fabs 
ftance, and enioy nota temperature conuenient, the ves 
getatiue foule runs into a thoufand diforders: for if the 
fame be cold and moift more than is requifit, Hippocra- 
#es fayth, that the men ptooue Eunuches,or Hermofroz 


dites ; and if it be very hote and drie, Atriftotle faith, that 
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it makes them curle-pated,crooke-legged,and flat-nofed 
as are the Alrhiopians:and if it be moift, the fame Galen 
faith, That they grow long and lithie: andif it be drie, 
low of ftature. All this is a great defe€tin mankind, and 
for fuch workes we find little caufeto giue Nature any 
commendation, orto hold her foraduifed ; and if God 
were the author hereof, none of thefe qualities could di- 
vert him. Only the firft men which the world pofictied, 
Plato affirmes were made by God, but the reft were born 
anfwerable to the difcourfe of the fecond caufes, which 
ifthey be well.ordered, the vegetatiue foule doth well 
performe his operations: and if they concur not in fort 
conuenient , it produceth a thoufand dammageable 
effects. | 

W hat the good order of Nature for this effe& mutt 
be, is, that the vegetatiue foule haue an endowment of a 
good temperature, or elfe, let Galen and all the Philofo- 
phers inthe world anfwer me, W hat the canfeis thatthe 
vegetative foule poffeffeth fuch skill and power in the 
firft age of man to fhape his bodie, and to increafe and 
noutifh the fame, aad when old age groweth on, can 
yecld the fame no longer? For if an old manleefe but a 
tooth, he is paft remedie of recouering another; but if a 
child caft them all, we fee thar Nature returnes to tencw 

themagaine. Isitthen pofsiblethat afoulewhich hath 

done noughtelfe in all the courfe of life, chan to receiue 

food, retaine the fame, digeftit, and expell the excre- 

ments, new begetting the parts which faile, fhould to. 

wards the end of life forgetthis, and want abilitieto dee 

the fame any longer? Galen (for cettaine) will antwere, 

that this skill and habilitie of the vegetative foule i 

youth, {prings ftom his poflefsing much naturall heat 

and moifture ; and that in age the fame wants skill and 
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36 Chabis The Triall of Wits. | : 
power to performe it, by meanes of the coldnefle and 
drinefle,to which a bodice of thofe yearesis {ubie@. The 
knowledge of the fenfitiue foule takes his dependance 
alfo ftom the temperature of the braine, for if the fame 3 
be fuch as his operations require that it fhould be, it can 
petforme with due perfe@tion; otherwife, the fame mut 
alfo erre no leffe than the foule vegetatiue.: The manner 
which Galen held to behold and difcetneby ciefight the 
wifedome of the fenfitiue foule, was to takea young kid, 
but newly kidded, which fet on the ground, begins to 
goe (as if it had beene told and taught that his legs were 
made to that purpofe) and after that, he thakes from his 
backe the fuperfluous moifture which he brought with 
him from his mothers belli, and lifting vp the one foot, . 
{crapes behind his care; and fetting before him fundrie 
platters with wine, water, vineger, oile, and milke, after 
hee hath {melt them all, he fed onely onthat of milke. 
W hich being beheld by diuers Philofophers there pre- 
fent, they all with one voice cried out, That Hippocrates 
had great reafon to fay That foules were skilfull without 
the inftruction of any teacher. But Galen held not him: 
{elfe contented with this one proofe, for two moneths 
after he caufed the fame kid, being very hungtie, to bee 
brought into the field, where {melling at many heatbes, 
Pe did eat onely thofe, whiereon goats accuftomably 
eed. 

But if Galen, as he fet himelfe to contemplat the de- ’ 
meanute of this kid , had done the like with three or 
foure together, hee fhould haue feene forme gone better - 
than otherfome, fhrug them(elues better, {cratch better, 
and performe better all the other a@tions which we hale 
fecounted . And if Galew had reared two colts, bred of 
One horfe andmare, hee fhould haue feene the one to 
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The Triall of Wits. 
pace with mote grace than the other, and to gallop and 
{top better, and fhew more fidelitic. And if he had taken 
an aytie of Faulcons,and manned them, he fhould haue 
found the firft good of wing, the fecond good of prey, 
and the third rauening and ill conditioned . The like 
fhall we find in hounds, who being whelpes of the fame 
litter , the one for perfe€tion of hunting, willfeeme to 
want but fpeech, and the other haue no more inclinati- 
on thereunto, than if he had beene engendered by a 
heardmans bandog. 

Allthis cannotbe reduced to thof vaine inftinas of 
Nature; which the Philofophers faine. For ifyou aske 
for what caufe one dog hath more inftin&@ than another, 
both comming of onekind, and whelpes of one fire, I 
cannot conie@ture what they may an{were, faue to flie 
backeta their old leaning poft, faying, That God hath 
taught the one better than the other, and giuen hima 
more naturall inftin@. And if wee demaund the reafon, 
why this good hound, being yet buta whelpe,isa pet 
fe& hunter, and growing in age, hath no fuch fufficien- 
cie : and contratiwile, another being young cannot 
hunt atall, and waxing old, is wilic and readie 5 1 know 
not what they can yeeld in replie. My felfe at leaft would 
fay, that the towardly hunting of one dog mote thanan 
other,growes from the better temperature of his braine: 
and againe, that his well hunting whileit he is young; 
and his decay in age,is occafioned by means that in one 
age he partakes the temperature which is requifit to the 
qualities of hunting,and in the other not. VW hence wee 
infer, that fithens the temperature of the foure fir. qua- 
lities is the reafon and caufe, for which one brute beaft 
better performs the works of his kind chan another, that 

this temperatuce is the (choolemaifter which teacheth 
D uj the 
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the fenfitiue foule what it is to doe. © 7 

' And if Galen had confidered the demeanure and voy~ 
ages of the Ant, and noted his prudence, his mereie, his 
iuftice, and his gouernment, he would haue taken afto- 
nifhment to fee a beaft fo little, endued with fo great - 
fagenefle, without the helpe of any maiftet or teacher to 
inftru& him. But the temperature which the Ant hathin 
his braine, being knowne, and how aptly itis appropri: 
ated to wiledome, (as hereatter thall be fhowne) this 
woonderment will ceafe 5 and we thall conceive, that 
brute beafts with the temperature of their braine , and 
the fantafmes which enter thereinto by the fiue fences, 
make fuch difcourfes and partake thofe abilities which 
we do fo note inthem. And amonetft beatts of one kind, 
he which is moft {chooleable and skilful, is fuch, be- 
caufe he hath his braine better tempered, and if through 
any occafion ot infirmitie the temperature of his braine 
incur alteration, he will faddenly leefe his skill and ability 
as men alfo doe. 

But now we ate to treat of a difficultie touching the. 
reafonable foule, whichis, in what fort he hath this na- 
turall inftin& for the operations of his kiud, (namely, 
Sapience and Prudence) and how onthe fuddaine, by 
meanes of his good temperature, a man can be skilled in 
the {ciences, without the inftruGion of any other : feeing 
experience telleth vs, that if they be not gotten by lear- 
ning,no manis at his birth endued with them. 

Betweene Plato and _4riffotle there is a waighty que- 
ftion, as touching the verefieng the reafon or caufe from 
whence the wifedome of man may {pring. One faith, 
That the reafonable foule is more ancient than the bo- 
die , forthat before fuch time as Nature endowed the 
fame'with the(e inftruments, it made abode in heauen, 


In 
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in the companie of God, whence it iffued full of {ctence 
and fapience : but whenit entered to forme this mat- 
ter, through the enill temperature which it found thete- 
in, it forewent the whole, vntill by procefle of time this 
ill temperature grew to amendment, and there fuccee- 
ded anothet in fteed thereof, with which (as more ap- 
pliable tothe {ciences it had loft) it grew by little and 
little to call that to remembrance which before it had 
forgotten. This opinionis falfe,and I much matuell that 


Plato being fo great a Philofopher, could nat render the 


reafons of mans wifdome, confidering that brute bealts 
haue their prudences and naturall habilities, without 
that their foule departs from their bodie, or {ties vp to 
heauen to learne them . Inwhichregard hecannot goe 
blameleffe,efpecially haning red in Genefis (whereto he 
gauefo great ctedit) that God inftrumentalized the bo- 
die of _ 4dam,before he created his foule. The felfefame 
befals alfo now, faue that itis Nature who begets the bo- 
die, and in the laft difpofing thereof, God createth the 
foule in the fame body, without that it be fundred there. 
from any time or fnoment. aly een 

\ Ariffotle cooke another courle, affirming, that euery 
do&trine and cuety difcipline comes from a foregoing 
knowledge,as if he would fay, all that which men know 
and lear'ne, {prings from that they haue heard the fame, 
(cene it,fmeltir,taited it,or felt ir: for there can grow no 
notice in the vaderitanding , which hath not-firtt taken 
paflage by fome of the fiue fences : for which caulé hee 
faid, that thefe powers iflue out of the hands of Nature, 
as aplain rablein which isno manet of paintiag. VV hich 
opinion is alo falfe, as well as that of Plate: But that we 
may the better prooueand make the fame appatant, it 
behooues firft to agree with the vulgar Philofophets, 
D iit that 
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40 She A- The Triall of Wits. 
that in mans body there refts but one foule, and that the 
fame is reafonable, which is the originall of whatfoeuer 
we doc or eficét : albeit there ate opinions , and thete 
want not, who againft this defend, that’ in companic of 


ah NAS a8 i NI MNT SANS Zt 


Plato attributes the reafonable foule there are aflociated fome two or 


three foules ynto 


man. 


three more. 


This then ttanding thus in the workes which the rea- 


fonable foule performes, as it is vegetatine, we haue al-_ 
readie ptoued that the fame knowes how to fhape man, 
and to giue him the figure which he is to keepe, and 
knowes likewife how to receiue nourifhment , to re- 
taine it , to digeft it, and to expell the exctements, 
and if any part of the bodie doe faile,the knowes how to 
fupplie the fame anew, and yeeld it that compofition a- 
gteeable to the vfe which it is to hold. And in the workes 
of the fenfitiue and motiue, the child {o fooneas it is 
borne , knowesto fucke , and fathion his lipsto draw 
forth the milke,and this fo readily, as not the wifeft man - 
can doe the like. And herewithall it affures the qualities 
which ate incident to the preferuation’of his nature, 
fhuns that which is noifome and dammageable there- 
vnto,knowes to weepe and laugh, without being taught 
by any. And if this be not{o,let the vulgar Philofophers 
tellme awhile, who hath taught the children to do thefe 
things, or by what fence they haue learned it. Well I 
know they will anfwer, That God hath giuen them this 
natutall inftin& as to the brute beafts, wherein they fay 


notill, if the naturall inftina: be the felfefame with the 
temperature. 


The proper operations of the reafonable foule, name- 


ly, to vnderftand, to imagine,and to performeaétions of 
memoric, aman cannot dothem forthwith fo foone as 


‘Ae is borne, for the temperature of infancie feracth vely 
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lof Wits. Chafd- Al 
vnfitly therefore, and is meerely appropriat to the vege- 
tatiue and fenfiriue, as thatof old age as appropriat to 
the reafonable foule, and conttary to the vegetative and 
fenfitiue. And if-as the temperature'which ferues for 
prudence,is gotten in the braine by little and little, fo the 
fame could all be ioyned together at one inftant, man 
fhould onthe fuddaine haue better skill to difcourfe and 
play the Philofopher,than if he had attained the fame in 
the {chooles. A ose 

But becaufe Nature cannot performe this {auc by pro- 
cefle of time,a man growes to gather wifedome by little 


and little, and that this is the reafon and caufe thereof, is 


manifeftly prooued, if we confider, thata man after he 
hath beene very wife, growes by little and little into fol- 
ly, for that he daily goes (till his decrepit age) acctewing 
a contrarie temperature. I for mine owne partamo 

opinion, that if Nature,as fhe hath made man of {eed hot 
and moift (and this is the temperature which directs the 
vegetatiue and the fenfitiue what they are to effectuat) 
fo the had made him of {eed cold and drie, even after his 


birth, he fhould ftraightwaies haue beene able to dif- besa 


courfe and reafon, and not haue attended tofucke, in as 
muchas this is the temperature agreeable to thefe ope- 
rations. But for that we find by experience, thatif the 
braine haue the temperature requifit for naturall {cien- 
ces, he hath no need of a maifter to teach him, itfals out 


neceflatie that wee marke one thing, which is, that if a 


man fall into any difeafe, by which his brainevpona. 
fuddaine changeth his temperature(as are madnefle, me- 
lancholie,and frenzie) it happens, that at one inftant hee 
loofeth, if he were wile, all his knowledge, and vtters a 
thoufand follies ; and if he were a foole, he accrues more 
wit and abilitie chan he had before. 
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. * T can fpeake of a rude counttey fellow, who becom. 
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ming franucke, made a very eloquent difcourfe in my 
ptefence , recommending his well dooing to the by- 
ftanders, and that they fhould take care of his wife and 
children (ifit pleated God to call him away inthat fick- 
nefle) with fo many flowers of Rhethorike,and fuch apt 
choicgof words, as if Cécerohad {poken in the ptefence 
of the Senate : whereat the beholdets matuelling, asked 
me whence fo great eloquence and wifedome might 
grow, in.a man who in his health time could {cantly 
{peake > and I remember I made anfwer, That the att of 
Oratorie wasa fcience, which {prings from a cettaine 
point or degree of heat, and that this country fellow, bes 
fore found, had by meanes of this infitniitie attained 
thereunto. | | 

I can alfo fpeake of another frantike perfon, who for | 
the {pace of mote than eight daies neuer vttered word 
which I found notto cattie his iuft quantitie, and moft- 
ly he made couplements of yerfes vety well compofed : 
whereat the by-ftanders wondring to hearea man {peak 


in verfe; who inhis health had neuer fo much skill; I 


fayd, It fildome fellout, that he who was a poetin his 
health time, thould be fo alfo in his ficknefle: For the 
temperature of the braine , by which when a man is 
whole, he becommeth a Poet, in ficknefle altereth and 
brings forth contrarie operations . I rememberthatthe 
wile.of this frantike fellow, and a filter of his, named 
Margaret, teptooucd him, becaufle he {pake ill of the 
faints; whereat the patient growing impatient, {aid to, 
his wife, thefe words: I renounce God for the loue of 
you; and S. A4arie for the louie of Margaretyand § Peter 
for the louc of foha of Olmedo; and fo he ran thotow a 
beadroll of many faints; whofe names had confonance 


with 









with the other by ftanders there prefent. 

But this is nothing,and a mateer of {mall importance, 
inrefpee of the notable {peeches*vttered by a Page of 
one of tae great ones of this realme, whilft he was mad, 
who in his health was reputed a youth of flender capa- 
citie ; but falling into this infirmitie, hee deliuered fuch 
rate conceits, refemblances,and anfweres to fuch as at 
ked him, and deuifed fo excellent mannets of goucrning, 
akingdome (of which he imagined himfelfe to be foue- 
raigne) that for great wonder people flocked to fee him 
and heare him, and his very maifter {carcely euer depar- 
ted from his beds head, praying God that he might ne- 
wer be cured. VV hich afterwards plainly appeared, for 
being recouered, his Phifition (who had healed him) 
came to take leaue of his lord, witha mind to receiue 
fome good reward, if of nothing elle, yet at leaft in good 
words; but heencountred this greeting: I promife you 
maifter doGor, that I was neuer more agerceued at any 
ill {uccefle,than to {ee this my page recouered, for it was 
not behoofefull that he fhould change fo wife folly for 
an ynderftanding fo fimple as is this which in his health 
heinioieth; me thinks, that of one who tofore was wife 
and well aduifed , you haue made hima foole againe, 
which is the greateft miferie that may light vpon any 
man. The poore Phifition {ceing how little thankfully 
his cure was accepted , went to take leaue of the page, 
whoamongft many other words that pafled betweene 
them, told him this: Maifter door, I kiffle your hands 
for fo preata benefit beftowed on me, in reftorme mine 
waderftanding, but I aflure you on my faith,that in fome 
fort it difpleafeth me to haue beene cured ; for while? } 
refted in my follie, I led my life inthe deepeft difcourfes 
of the world, and imagined my felfe fo great a lord as 

| there 
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there raigned no king on the earth, who was not my: 
vaflall, and were this. iea{t or a lie, what imported that, 
whileft I conceiued thereof fo great a contentment, as 
if it had beene true? Ireft now in far worfe cafe, finding 
my (elfe in troth to be butapoore page, and tomorrow 
J muft begin againe to ferue one, who whileft I wasin 
mine infirmitie, I would haue difdained for my foot- 
man. 

It skils not much,whether the Philofophers admit all 
this, and beleeue that it may be fo or not; but what if T 
fhould prooue by very tue ftories, that ignorant men 
ftrooken with thisinfirmitie, haue {poken Latine,which 
they neuer learned in their health; and that a franticke 
woman told all perfons who came to vifit her, their ver- 
tues and vices, and fometimes reported matters with 
that affurance which they vfe to giue who fpeake by 
conieCtures and tokens : and for this caufe, none almoft 
durft come in to vifit her, fearing to heare of thofe true 
tales which fhe would deliuer 2? and (which ismote to 
be maruelled at) whena barber came to let her bloud, 
Friend (quoth the) haue regard what you doe, for you 
haue but few daics to line, and yout wife fhall marrie 
fuch a man : and this, though fpoken by chance, fell 
out fo true,as it tooke effec before halfea yeatecame to 
an end. | 

Methinks I heare them who fle natural Philofophy, 
to fay that this is a fouleleafing, gc that(put cafe itwere 
truc) the diuell as hee is wife and craftie by Gods fuffe- 
‘ance, entred into this womans bodie, and into the reft 
of thofe frantike perfons whom ] haue mentioned, and 
caufed them to vtterthofe firange matters, and yet euen 
to confeffe this, they are very loath ; for the diuell fore- 
Knoweth not what is to come, becaufe he hath no pro- 


pheticall 















































si The Trial of Wits. “Meg: 45 
pheticall fpirit. They holdita very fofficient argument 
to auouch, This is falfe, becaufe J cannot concciue how 
it may befo:as if difficult 8 quaint matters were fubiedt 
to blunt wits, and came within the reach of their capa- 
cities I pretend not hereby to take thofe to taske who 
haue defeé of vnderftanding, for that were a bootlefie 
labour, butto make w4riffotle himfelfe contefle, That 
men endowed withthe temperature requifit for fuch o- 
perations , may conceiue many things without hauing 
receiued thereof any particular perfeuerance, ot learned 
the fame atthe hands of any other. Sundry alfo,becaufe 
this heat isa neighbour to the feat of the mind, ate 
wrapped in the infirmitie of fottifhnefle, or ate heated 
by fome furious inftin&, whence grew the S¢bis and 
Bacchants, andall thofe, who men thinkeare egged on 
by fome diuine in{piration, whereas this takes his otigi- 
nall, not from any difeafe, but froma natural diftempe- 
ratute. Adarcus a citizen of Siracufa was excellenteft poet 
after he loft his vnderftanding. And thofe in whom this 
abated heat approcheth leaft to medioctitie, are (verely) 
altogether melancholike, but thereby much the wiler. 
Inthefe words W4#ri/fotle deerely confefleth, That when 
the braine is exce(siuely heated , many thereby. attaine 
the knowledge of things to come, (as were the Szbé/s) 
which _ 4riffotle faith, gxowes not by reafon of any dif- 


eafe,butthorow the inequalitie of the naturall heat: and. 


that thisis the very reafon and caufe thereof, he prooues 
apparantly by an example ;alleaging that AZaré a citizen 
of Siracufa,wasaPoetin moft excellencie, at fich time 
as through excefsiue heat of the braine hee fell befides 
himfelfe,and when he returned to amore moderat tem- 
perature, he loft his verfifying, but yet remained more. 
wile and aduifed. Infomuch that 47z/torle not oncly ac- 

mits: 
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mits the temperature of the braine, for the principalloe: 
cafion of thefe extrauagant fuccefles, butalfo réproones 
them who hold the fame for a dinine reuelation, andno 
naturall caufe. 

The firft who tearmed thefe maruellous matters by 
the name of diuinefle , was Hippocrates’ and thaif an 
{uch point of diuinefle bee found in the difeafe, that it 
manifefteth alfo a prouidence. Vpon which fenteiice, 
he chargeth Phifitions, thatif the difeafed vtret any fuch 
divine matters ,they may thereby know inwhat cafe they 
reft, and prognofticate what will become of them. But 
that which in this behalfe driues mee to moft woonder, 
is, that demaunding of P/ato how it may come to paffe, 
that of two fonnes begotten by one fathet, one hath the 
skill of verfifying, without anyother teaching, and the 
other toiling in the art of poettie, can neuer beget fe 
much as one verfe: hee anfwereth, That he who was 
borne a poet, is pofleffed, and the othernot. In which 
behalfe, Ariforle had good caufe to find fault with him, 
forthat hee might haue reduced this to the temperature, 
as elfewhere he did. | 

The frantike perfons {peaking-of Latine, without that 
he euer learned the {ame in his health time, fhewes the 
confonance which the Latin toong holds 'with the reat 
fonable foule, and (as we will ptooue hereafter). there is 
to be found a particular wir, appliable to the invention 
of languages,and Latine words 38 the phrafes of fpeech 
in that toong are {o fitting with the eare, that the teafoz 
nable foule poffefsing the neceflatie temperarure for the 
ea fome delicat language, fuddainly encoun. 

this. And that two deuifers of languages may 
thape the like words (hauing the like wit and habilitie) . 
itis very manifelt, prefuppofing that when God created 
Adin 
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Adam,and fet all things before him, to the end he might 
beftow on each his feuerall name, whereby it fhould be 
called; he had:likewife at that inftant molded another 
man with the fame perfetion and fupernaturall graces 
now I demaund, if God had placed the fame things be- 
fore this other man, that he might alfo fet them names 
whereby they fhould be called, of what manner thofe 
names fhould haue beene 2 for mine owne part I make 


nodonbt, bur he would haue giuen thefe things thofe. 


very names which Ada did: and the reafonis very ap- 
paranc, for both carried one {elfe eye to the nature of 
each thing, which of it felfe wasno more but one. Af 
ter this manner might the frantike perfonlight pon the 
Latinetoong,and {peake the fame without euer hauing 


learned it in his health, for the naturall temperature of » 


his braine,conceiuing alteration, through the infirmitie 
_ itmight (for a {pace) become like his who firlt inuented 
the Latine toong,and fainethe like words , but yet not 
with that concert and continued finenefle,for this would 
giue token that the diuell. mooued,that toong, asthe 
chutch teacheth her exorcifts. This felfe(faith _4riffotle ) 
befell fome children, who at their birth-timae fpake fome 
words very plainely, and afterward kept filence: and he 
finds fault with the vulgar Philofophers of his time, 
who for that they knew notthe natural caufe of this ef 
fect, imputed it to the diuell. | 

The caufe why children fpeake fo foone as they are 
. borne, and after foorthwith turne to hold their peace, 
Arifforle could neuer find out, though he went much 
aboutit; but yer it could neuet finke into his braine; that 
it was.a deuice of the Diuels,nor an effect aboue nature, 
as the vulgar Philofophers held opinions who {eeing, 


themfelues hedgedin with the curious and nice points. 
of 
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48 3 ph The Trial of Wits: 
of natural Philofophie, make them beleeue who know’ 
little,that God or the diuell are authours of the prodigi- 
ous and ftrange effedts,of whofe naturall caufe they haue 
no knowledge and vnderftanding. | 
Children which are engendted of feed cold and drie, 
(as are thofe begotten in old age) fome few daies and 
moneths after their bitth, begin to difcourfe and philo- 
fophife ; for the temperature cold and drie (as wewill 
hereafter prooue) is moft appropriat to the operations 
of the reafonable foule,and that which procefie of time; 
and manie daies and months fhould bring about, is 
fupplied by the prefent temperature of the braine, which 
for many caufes anticipateth what it was to effect. Other 
childrenthere are(faith Ariftotle) who as foone as they. 
are borne, begin to {peake , and/afterwards hold their 
peace vntill they attaine the ordinarie and conuenient 


ie ae 


age of {peaking : which effet loweth from the fame o- 


tiginall and caufe that we recounted of the page, and of 
thofe furious and franticke perfons, and of him who 
{pake Latine ona fudden, without hauing learned it in 
his health. And that children whileft they make abode in 


their mothers bellie, and fo foone as they are borne, , 


may vndergoe thefe infirmities, is a matter paft denial. 
But whence that diuining of the franticke woman pto- 
ceeded, I can better make Cicero to conceiue, than thefe 
naturall Philofophers : for he defcribing the nature of 
man, faidin this manner : The creature forefightfull, 
fearchfull, apt for many matters, fharpe conceited, mind- 
full, réplenifhed with reafon and counfell, whome we 
call by the name of Man. And in particular he affirmeth, 
that there is founda certaine nature in {ome men, which 
in foreknowing things to come, exceedeth other mens, 
and his words ate thefe: For there is found a cettaine 
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force and nature , which foretels things to come, the 
force and nature ofwhich, is not by reafon to be ynfol- 
ded. The ctror ofthe naturall Philofophers confifteth, 
in not confidering. (as Péato did) that man was made to 
the likenefle of God, and that hee is a partaker of his di- 
uine providence, and. that the power of difcerning all 
the three differences oftime, (memorie for the pafled, 
conceiuing for the prefent, and imagination and yn- 
derftanding for thofe thatare to come. ) And as there 
ate men {uperior to others in remembring things paft, 
and others in knowing the prefent, fo they are alfo ma- 
ry , who partake a more natural habilitie for imagining 
of what fhall come to paffe. One of the greateft argu- 
ments which forced Cicero to thinke, that the reafonable 
foule is vncortuptible, was to fee the certainetie with 
which the difeafed tell things to come, and efpecially 
when they arencere their end. Butthe difference which 
relts betweenea propheticall {piricand this naturall wit, 
is, that that which God {peaks by the mouth of his Pro- 
phets, isinfallible, foritis the exprefle word of God:but 
that which man prognofticateth by the power of his 
imagination holds no {uch certaintie. 

Thofewhofay, thatthe difcoueting of their vertues 
and vices by the franticke woman to the perfons who 
came to vifit her, was.a tricke of the deuils playing; let 
them know, that God beftowes on men acertaine fu- 
pernaturall grace , to attaine and conceiue, which ate the 
workes.of God, and which of the deuill : the which 
faint Pax/placeth amoneft the diuine gifts, and cals it, 
The imparting of {pirits. VW hereby we may difcerne, 
whether it be the diuell or fome good angell that intet- 
medleth with ys. For many times thedeuill fets to be- 
guile ys ynder the cloke ofa good angell , and we re 

nce 
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50). Chak The Triall of Wits. 
‘ necde-of this grace and fupernaturall gift, to know him, 
and difference him from the good. Fromthis gift they 
are fartheft {undered, who haue nota wit capable ofna- 
turall Philofophie’ : for this {cence ,. and that {upernatu-: 
rall infiufed by God; fall vnder one felfe abilitie,, to weet; 
the vnderftanding atleait;:if irbe true , that God in bez 
ftowing his:eraces,do-apply himfelfe to thenatural good 
of ecuery one,as I haue afore rehearfed.. a 
Jacob lying‘at the point ofdeath, (at whichtime the 
reafonable foule is moft: at libertie, to fee what is to’ 
come) all thetwelue children entred to vifit himy and he 
to each of them in particular: recited their vertues’and 
vices, and prophefied what fhould befall; as touching 
them and their pofteritie. Certaine itis, that he. did:all 
this infpiced by God, but ifthe divine {cripturey:and:our 
faith , had not afcertained vs hereof, how wouldthefe 
naturall Philofophers haue knowne this to be the worke 
of God : and that the vertues and vices which the fran- 
ticke woman told to fuch as came to vifit her,were difco- 
uered by the power of the deuill , whilft this cafe in part 
refembles that of Zacob ? ; 
They reckon that the nature of the reafonable foule, 
is far different from that of the deuill, and that the pow- 
ets thereof (vnderftanding, imagination, and memory,): 
ate of another very diuers kind , and herein they bee de- 
eciued. For ifareafonable foule informe a wellintru: 
mentalized body (as was that of Adam) his knowledge 
comes little behind that of the fubtilleft deuill, and with- 
out the body he partakes as perfea qualities as the o- 
ther. Andifthe deuils forefce things to come, conie@tu- 
ting and difcourfing by cettaine tokens, the fame allo 
may a reafonable: mandoe when he is about to be freed: 
from his body,orwhemhe is endowed with that diffe 
rene 
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detftanding to conceiue how the deuill can know thefe 
hidden things, asto impute the fame to the teafonable 
foule. It will not fall inthefe mens heads, that in naturail 
things there may be found out certaine fignes,by meanes 
of which they may attaine to the knowledge of matters 
tocome. And I affirme, there arecertaine tokens to be 
found, which bring vs to the notice of things pafled and 
prefent, and to forecaft whatis to follow,yea, & to con- 
ieGturefome fecrets of the heaven : Therefore we fee that 


his things inuifible are vnderftoode by the creatures of . 


the world,by meanes of the things which hane bene cre- 
ated. WV hofocuer fhall hae power to accomplifhthis, 
fhall attaine thereiunto,and the other fhall be {uch as He- 
mer {pake of The ignorant ynderftandeth the things paf- 
fed, but notthe things to come. But the wile and difcreet 
isthe Ape of God, forheimmitates him in many mat- 
ters, and albeit he cannotaccomplifh them with fo great 
perfection, yct he carries fome refemblance vato him 
by following him. 


CHAP. V. 


It isproued that of the three qualities, hot, motft and arte, 
proceed allthe differences of mens wits. ao 


mr77@ He reafonable foule making abode in the 
pS body, itis impofsible that the fame can pet- 
a} be2A forme contratie and different operations, 
Bex i(foreach of them itvie not a particular in- 

/ ftrumenr. This is plainly feenc in the power 

ofthe foule, which petformeth diners operations in the 
E ij outward 
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rence of temperature, which makes aman capable of - 
this providence. For it is a matter as difficult for the vn- - 
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$2 Chat: The Trial of Wits. 
outwatd fences, for euery one hath his particular com- 
pofition ; the eyes haue one,the cares another , thefmel- 
ling another, and the feeling another :and if it were not 
fo, there fhould be no more but one fort of operations, 
and that fhould all befeeing , tafting, or feeling, forthe 
inftrument determines & rules the power ofone adtion, 
and for n0 more. 

By this foplaine and manifea matter, which pafleth 
through the outward fences, we may gather what that is 
in the inward. With this felfe power of the foule,we vn- 
deritand, imagine, and remember. But if itbe true, that 
euety worke requires a particular infttument, it behoo- 
ueth ofnecefsitie, that within the braine there be one in- 
firument for the vnderftanding; one for the imaginati- 
on,and another different from them for the memorie: 
for if all the braine were inf{trumentalized after one felfe 
mannet, either che whole fhould bee memorie, or the 
whole vnderftanding,or the whole imagination, But we 
fee that thefe are very different operations, and therefore 
it is of force that there bee alfo avarietie in the initru- 
ments. But ifwe open by skill , and make an anotomy 
ofthe braine, we thall find the whole compounded af 
tet one manet, of one kind offubftarce , and alike, with- 
out patts of other kinds, ora different fort; onely there 
appeare fourc little hollownefles, who (ifwe will marke 
them) haueall one felfe compofition and figure , with. 
out any thing comming betweene which may breedea 
difference. : 

What the vfe and profit ofthefe may be, and: where- 
to they ferue in the head, is not cafily decideable : for 
Galen andthe Anotomifts, as well new as ancient, haue 
laboured to find out thetructh’, butnone ofthem hath 
Ptccifely nor in particular exprefled.whereto the tighe 

ventricle 
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ventricle ferueth,nor the left, nor that which is placed in 
the middeft of thefe two, nor the fourth, whofe feat in 
the braine keepes the hinder part of the head. They af- 
firme onely (though with fome doubt) that thefe foure 
concauities are the fhops where the vitall {pirits are di- 
gefted, and conuerted into animals, fo to giue fence and 
motion toall the parts of the body. In which operation, 
Galen {aid once, That the middle ventricle was the prin- 
cipall , and in another place he vnfayes it againe , affir- 
ming that the hindermoft is of greateft efficacie and 
valure. 

But this dodtrine is not true, nor founded on good 
naturall Philofophie, for in all mans bodie there are not 
two fo contrarie operations , nor that fo much hinder 
one another, as are difcourfing, and digeftion of nou- 
rifhment: and the reafon is, becaufe contemplation te- 
quireth quiet, reft, anda cleerenetle in the animall {pi- 
rits; and digeftion is performed with great ftirting and 
trauaile, & from this a€tion rife vp many vapouts,which 
trouble and darken the animall {pitits,(o as by meanes of 
them, the reafonable foule cannot difcerne the figures. 
And Nature was not fo vnaduifed, as in one felfe place 
to conioine two aétions, which are performed with fo 
great repugnancie. But Plato highly commends the wit 
dome and knowledge of him who fhaped vs, for that he 
feuered the liver from the braine by fo great a diftance, 
to the end, that by the rumbling there made, whifeft the 
noutifhments ate mingled, and by the obfcureneffe and 
darkenefle occafioned through the vapours inthe ant- 
miall {pirits, the reafonable foule might not be troubled 
in his difcourfes and confiderations . But though P/ato 
had nottouched this point of Philofophie,we fee houre- 
ly by experience, that becaufe the liver and the ftomacke 
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54 es BA The Triall of Wits. 
are fo far trom the braine,prefentlyvpon mieat,andfome 
{pace thereafter, there is no manthat can give himfelfe: 
to {tudie. 

The truth of this matter is, that the fourth ventricle 
hath the office of digefting and alteting the viral {pirits, 
and to.conuert them into animall, for that end which we 
haue before remembred. And therefore Nature hath {e- 
uered the fame by fo great a diftance from the other 
three,and made that braine fundted apart,and fo fatre off 
(as appeareth) to the end, that by his operation he hin- 
der not the contemplation of the reft. The three ventri- 
cles placed inthe forepart, I doubt nor, but thar Nature 
made them to none other end than to difcourfe and phi- 
lofophile. W hich is apparantly ptoued, for that in great 
ftudyings and contemplations, alwaiesthat part of the 
head finds it felfe agreeued which an{wereth thefe three 





concauities. The force of this arzumentis to. be knownes 


by confideration,that when the other powers are wearie 
of performing their workes, the inftruments are alwaies 
agtecued, whofe feruice they vied ; as in our much Joo- 
king, the cies are pained; and with much going the foles 
of the feet wax fore. 

Now the difficultie confifts, to know in which of. 
chefe ventricles the vnderftanding is placed, in which: 
the memoric,and in which the imagination for they are 
fo vnited and neere neighboured, that neither by the laft 
argument, nor by any other notice, they can be diftin- 
guifhed or difcerned. Then confidering that the vnder- 
{tanding cannot worke without the memorie’be pte- 
fent, reprefenting vnto the fame the figures and fantafies. 
agreeable thereunto , it behooueth that the yaderftan- 
ding part bufie it felfein beholding the fantafmes, and 
that the memorie cannot doe it, if the imagination doe 
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not accompany the fame(as we haue alreadie heretofore 
declared) we fhall eafily vnderftand, that all the powers 
are ynited in cuery feuerall ventricle, and that the vnder- 
ftanding is nof folely inthe one, nor the memory folely 
inthe other, nor the imagination in the third, as the vul- 
gar Philofophers haue imagined, but that this vnion of 
powers is accultomably made in mans bodie,in as much 
a5 the one cannot worke without the aid of the other, as 
appeareth inthe foure naturall abilities, digeftine, reten- 
tine; attractiuc,and expulfiue, where, becaufe each one 
ftands in need of all the refidue, Nature difpofed to ynite 
them in one (elf place, and made them not deuided ot 
fundered. 

Butifthis be true,then to what end made Nature thofe 


three ventticles, and ioyned together the three reafona-_ 


ble powers in euery of them, feeing that one alone fuffi- 
ced to vnderltand and to performe the aétions of me- 
morie? To this may be anfwered, that there rifetha like 
difficultic, in skanning whence it commeth, that Nature 
made two eyes and two cates, fithens in each of them: 
is placed the whole power of fight and hearing, and we 
can fee, hauing but one eye? W hereto may be faid, that 
the powers ordained for the petfe€tion of a cteatute, 
how much the greater number they carrie, fo much the 
better aflured is that their perfection, for vpon fome oc- 
cafion one ot two may faile, and therefore it ferues well 
tothe purpofe; that there remaine fome others of the 
fame kind,which may be applied to vie. 

Inaninfirmitie which the Phiftions teatme Refolu- 
tion, or Palfic of the middle fide,the operation is ordina- 
rily loft of that ventricle which is ftrucken on that fide, 
and if the other two remained not found, and without 
endammageance,a man fhould thereby become witles, 
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96 Shaper The Trial of Wits, 
and void of reafon. And yet for all this, by wanting that 
onely ventricle, there isa great abarement difcerned in 
-his operations, as well in thofe of the vnderftanding, as 
of the imaginatiue and memorie,as they fhall alfo find in 
the lofle of one fight, who were woont to behold with 
two ; whereby we cleerely comptize, that in euety ven- 
tricle areall the three powers, {ithens by the annoiance 
ofany one,all the three are weaken ed.Seeing thenall the 
three ventricles are of one felfe compofition, and that 
there refts not amongft themany varietie of patts, we 
may not leaue to take the firft qualities for an inftru- 
mient, and to make fo many generall differences of wits, 
as they areinnumber. Forto thinke that the reafonable 
foule being in the bodie, can worke without fome bodi- 
ly inftrument to alsift her, is againft all naturall Philofo- 
phie. But ofthe foure qualities, heat, cold, moifture, and 
drouth: all Phifitions leaue out cold, as vnprofitable to 
any operation of the reafonable foule, wherethrough it 
isfeene by experience in the other habilities, that if the 
{ame mount abouc heat,all the powers of mando badly 
performe their operations, neither canthe ftomacke di- 
geft his meat, nor the cods yeeld fruitfull feed, nor-the 
mufcles mooue the bodies nor the brainedifcourfe. For 
which caufe Galen (aid, Coldnefle is apparantly noi- 
fome to all the offices of the foule ; as if he fhould fay, 
Cold is themuine of all the opetations of the foule, on- 
ly it ferues in the bodieto temper the naturall heat, and 
to procure that it burne not ouermuch sand yet Ariffotle 
is of contrary opinion,where he affirmeth, itis a matter 
certaine, That that bloud catrieth moft forcible efficacie, 
which is thickeft and hotteft, but the coldeft and thin- 
neft hath a more accomplifhed force to. perceiue and 
Vaderftand ; as if he would fay,the thicke and hotblond. 
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makes great bodily forces, butthe pure and cold is caufe 
chat man poffeffeth great vnderftanding.. W hereby we 
plainely fee , that from coldnefle {pringeth the greateft 
difference of wit that is in any man, namely in the yn- 
derftanding. 

Ariffotle moreouer mouesa doubt,and thatis, W hy 
men who inhabite very hot countries (as Egypt) ate 
more wittie and aduifed than thofe who ate borne in 
coldregions.. WW hich doubt he refolues in this manner: 
That the excefsiue heat of the counttey fretteth and con. 
fumeth the naturall heat of the braine, and fo leaues it 
cold,whereby man growes to befull of reafonablenefie. 
And that contrariwife, the much cold of the aire fortifi- 
eth the much naturall heat of the braine, and yeelds it 
notplace to refolue. For which caufe (fayth he) fuch as 
are very hot brained, cannot difcourfe not philofophile, 
butate giddie headed, and not fetled in any one opini- 
on. To which opinion it feemes that Galen leaneth, fay- 
ing,T hat the caufe why a man is vnftable, and changeth 
opinion at eucry moment, is, for that he hath a hote 
braine : and-contratiwife , his being ftable and firme, 
{prings fromthe coldnefie of his braine. But the truthis, 
that from this heat there groweth not any difference of 
wit: neither did«_aiffotlemeane,that the cold bloud by 
his predominance did better the vnderftanding , but 
that which is lefle hote. True icis, that mans vatiable- 
nefle {prings from his partaking of much heat, which 
lifts vp the figures that are in the braine, and makes them 
toboile, by which operation there are reprefented to 
thefoule many images of things, which. inuite him to 
their contemplation, and the foule to pofleffe them all, 
leaues: one and takes another . Contrariwife: it befals 
in coldnefle, which for that it imprints inwardly: thele 

figures, 
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figures,and {uffers them not to rife,makes a man firme in 


‘one opinion, and it prooues {o, becaufe none other pre- 


fents it felfe'to call the fame away:. Coldnefle hath this 
qualitie, that it not onely hindereth the motions of bo- 
dily things, but allo makes that the figures and ¢hapes 





4 


which the Philofophers call {pirituall, be vynmooueable — 


inthe braine. And this firmnefle feemeth rather a neg. 


ligence, than-a difference of habilitie. Alike true itis, 
that there is found another diuerfitie of firmenefle,which 
proceeds from poflefsing an. vnderltanding well com- 
patted together, & not fromthe coldnefle of the braine. 
So there remaine drouth, moifture, and heat for the fr- 
uice of the reafonable facultie. But no Philofopher.as 
yet wiftto giue to euery difference of wit determinately 
that which was his . Heraclitus aid, Adrie brightneffé 


mnakes a moft wife mind: by which fentence he giues ys to 


vnderftand,that drineffe is the caufe why a man becomes 
vety wife, but he declares not in what kind of know- 
ledge. : 

The felfefame meant P/ato, when he faid, That the 
foule defcended into the bodie endowed with great wif- 
dome , and through the much moifture which it there 
found,grew to become dull and yntoward. But this wea- 
ting away inthe courle of age, and purchafing drinefle, 
the foule grew to difcouer the knowledge which he to- 
fore enioyed. Amongtt brute beafts, faith Ariftotle,thofe 
are wifeft whofe temperature is moft enclined to cold 
and drie, as arethe antsand bees, who for wifedome 
concurte with thofe men that partake moft of reafon. 
Motreouer,no brute beatt is found of more moifiute, or 
lefle wit than a hog, wherethrough the Poet Pindare,to 
gibe at thepeople of Brotial, and to handle then as 
fooles,faydthus: 


Th vn- 






































The Trial of Wits. 
th untoward folke which now ts nam a 
Bestia, were once cal. a Hogs. 
Motreouct, bloud through his much moiftute, fayth 
Galen, makes men fimple. And for fuch, the fame Galen 
¥ecounts, that the Commicks ieafted at Hippocrates chil- 
dren,faying of them, That they had much naturall heat, 
which is a fubftance mouift and vety vaporous. ‘This is. 
- ordinarily incidentto the children of wife men,and here- 
after I will make report of the caufe whence it groweth. 
Amoneft the foure humours which we enioy, there is 
none fo cold-and drie as that of melancholie, and what- 
focuer notable men for learning haueliued in the world 
(faith 47/fotle) they were all melancholike . Finally, 
al agree in this poine,that drineffe makes a man very wile: 
but they exprefle not to which of the reafonable powers 
it affoordeth greateft helpe ; onely E/ay the Prophet cals 
it by his rightname, where he fayth, Phat trauaile gues 
under ftanding : for fadnefle and affliction not only dimi- 
nifheth and confumeth the moifture of the brain, but alfo 
drieth vp the bones, with which qualitie the vaderftan- 
ding growethmore fharpe & fightfull. W herofwe may 
gather an example very manifeft by taking into confide- 
ration many men, who caft into pouertic and affliction, 
haue therethrough vttered and written fentences worth 
the maruelling at,and afterwards rifing to better fortune, 
to eat and drinke well, would neuer once open their 
mouths. For a delicious life, contentment, and good 
fuecefle, and to fe that all things fall out after our liking, 
Joofeneth and maketh the braine moift. Andthis:is it 
which Hippocrates faid, Marth loofeneth the héards as it 
he would haue faid, That the fame enlargeth and giueth 
it heat and groffenefle. 
Andthe fame may eafily be prooued-anather way; 
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60 Chappe” The Trial of Wits: 

for if fadnefle and affliftion drie vp and confume the 
flefh, and for that reafon’ man gaineth mote vnderftan- 
ding, it fals out a mater certaine,that his contrarie,name- 
ly mirth, will make the braine moift, and diminith the’ 
vnderftanding. Such as haue purchafed this manner of 
wit, are fuddenly enclined to paftimes, to muficke, and 
to pleafant conuerfations, and flie the contrarie; which 
at other times gaue them a rellifh and contentment. 
Now by this, the vulgar fort may conceiue whence it 
growes, that a wife and vertuous man attaining to fome 
great dignitie(whereas at fitft he was but poore and bafe) 
fodainly changeth his manners and his fafhion of {peech: 
and the reafon is, becaufe he hath gotten anewtempera- 
ture, moift and full of vapours, whence it followes, that 
the figures are cancelled which tofore he had inhis braia, 
and his vnderftanding dulled. 

From moifture it is hard to know what difference of 
wit may fpring, fithens it is fo far contraric to the reafo-: 
nable facultie. At leaft (after Galens opinion) all the hu: 
mouts of our bodie, which hold ouermuch moifture, 
make a man blockifh and foolifh, for which caufe he 
faid, The readineffe of mind and wifdome growes ftom 
the humour of choler : the humour ofmelancholieis au- 
thor of firmeneffe and conftancies bloud, of fimplicitie 
and dulnefle; the flegmaticke complexion auaileth no- 
thing to the polithing of mans. Infomuch, that bloud 
with his moiftures,and the flegme,caufe an impairing of 
the reafonable facultie. | 3 

But this is vnderftood of the faculties or reafonable 
wits, which are difcourfiue and actiue, and not of the 
pafsiue, as is the memorie, which depends as well onthe 
moift, asthe vnderftanding doth on the drie. And we 
call memorie areafonable power, becaufe without it the 
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The Triall of Wits. Cheg $61 
viderftanding and the imaginative are ofno valure. It 
miniftreth matter and figures to them all, whereupon 
they may fyllogife conformably to that which _4ré/fotle 
fayth,, It behooves that the vnderitander go beholding 
the fantafmes. andthe office of the memorieis, to pre- 
fernethefe fantafmes, to the endthat the vaderftanding 
may contemplat them,and ifthis be loft, itis impofsible 
that the powers can worke; and thatthe office of me- 
morie is none other, than to preferue the figures of 
things,without that it appertaines thereto todeuife them. 
Galen exptefleth in thele words , Memorie (vercly) laies 
yp and preferueth init (elfe the things knowne by the 
fence,and by the mind, & is thereinas it were their {tore- 
houfe and receiuing place, andnot their inuenter. And 
ifthisbe the vie thereof, itfals out apparant, that the 
fame dependeth on mouttute , for this makes the braine 
pliant, and the figure isimprinted by way of ftrayning. 
To prooue this’, we haue an evident argumentin boyes 
age, in which any one fhall better conne by heart,thanin 


any othet time.of life , andthen-doth the braine partake 


oreatelt moifture. W hence Arifotle moueth this doubt,. 
Why in old age we haue better wit , and in yoongage 
we leatne mote readily? asif he fhould fay, VV hatis the 
caufe , that when we ate old. we haue much vnderftan- 
ding , and when we are yoong we learne with more to- 
wardlinefle> VV hereto he anfwereth, That the memo- 
ry ofold menis full of fo many figures of things which 
they haue feene and heard in the long courfe of their 
life , that when the would beftow more therein , itis not 
capable thereof, for it hath no void place where.to re- 
ceiue it. But the memory of yoong folke , when they are 
newly borne, is full of plaits, and for this. caufe they te- 
ceiue readily whatfocuer is told ortaughtthem,. And he 
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62 Cheb”. The Triall of Wits. ) 
makes this playner, by coniparing theme morie of the 
morning with that of the ‘euening, faying, That inthe 
morning we learnebeft, becaufe at that time our memo- 
rieisemptic, andat the eueningilly, becaufe then it 1s 
full of thofe thinges which -wee encountred ‘during the 
day. To this Probleme c#7:/fotle wilt not howto an- 
{were, and the reafon is very plaine: for ifthe {pices and 
figures which are in the memorie, had a body and quan- 





‘titic to occupie the place, it would feeme that this wete 
a fitting an{were;but being vndeuided and (pirituall, they 


cannot fill nor emptie any place where they abide: yea 
we fee by experience, that by how much ‘more the me- 
motic is exercifed euery. day réceiuing new figures, fo 
much the more capable at: becommeth. “The anfwere 
ofthis Probleme is very ‘euidentafter my do@tine) and 
the fame importeth, ‘that old'men partake much vader- 
ftanding , becaufe they hauegrear’dtitiefle , and faile of 
memotie, forthat they haue little moifture } and by this 


ameanes the fubltance-ofthe brainie hardaéth, and fo.can- 


not recciue the imprefsion of the figures’ ‘as hatd waxe 
with difficultie admicteth the fidute of the feale, and the 
foft with eafinefle. The contrary befals iti childten, who 
through the. much moifture'wherewith ‘the’ braine is 
endowed, failein vnderftanding ; andthtough the‘great 
fupplenefle of their braine aboundin memory’: where- 
in; by reafon of the moiftute,the fapes and figutes that 


‘come from without, make a gteat, eafie, deepe, and well 


formed imptefsion. 


That the memorie is better inthe morning than the 
cuening, cannot be denied , but this {pringeth not from 
the occafionalleaged by C #iffotle, but the fleepe of the 
night pafled hath made thebraine moift ,and*fortifyed 
thefame; and by the waking ofthe whole day’, ixis‘dried 
and 
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and hardened. For which:caule Hippocrates affirmeth, 
thofe' who haue great thirlt ac night, fhall doe well to 
drinke, for fleepe makes the fleth moift, and fortifieth all 


thé powers which gouern man: and that fieepe fo doth, 


Ariftotle himfelfe confefleth. ss 

By this. doéttineis perfealy feene, thatthe ynderftan- 
ding and memotie are powets oppofit andicontrarie, in 
fort, that the man who hath a great memorie,fhall finda 


defe&t in his vnderftanding,and: hee who hath a great. 


vnderftanding, cannotenioy a good memorie’sfor itis 
impofsible thar the brainedhould of his:owne'natute be 
at one felfe time drieand moift) Onthis: maxime’ L472. 
ftotle grounded himfelfe , to prooues that memotie is'a 
power different fromremembrance; and he frames his 


argument inthis imanner Thole who have much re-' 


memibrance;-are men of great vaderftanding, and. thofe 
who poffefle 4. great»memotie; find want of vitderftan- 
ding ;fo then memotieand:remembrance are contwatie 


powers «! ‘The former propofition; after:my dodtrine,is 
falfe » for thofe who haue much remembrance jiate of 


little vnderftanding, and haue great:imaginations’, as 
foone hereafter I wilkprooue : but the fecond propoliti- 
onis very truealbeitw4r¢/fotle knew not the caufe;where- 
on was founded the enmitie which the vnderitanding 

hath with the memorie. 7 
From heat, whiclvis the:third qualitie, groweth the 
imaginatiue, for there 1s no. other reafonable power in 
the braineynot any otherqualitie to which inmay be af- 
figned;befides that, the {ciences which appertaine{co the 
imaginative, ate thofe, which fuch vtter as dotein their 
ficknefle, and not of thofe which appertaine to the vn- 
derftanding, or tothe memoric . And frenzie; peeuith- 
nefle,and melancholic, being, hor pafsions of the braine, 
1& 
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64 Chag es The Triall of Wits. 
it yeeldsa great argument, to prooue that imagination 
confifts in heat. One thing breedes me a difficultie here- 
in, and that is, that theimagination cartieth a contrarie- 
tie to the vnderftanding, asalforo the memorie, and the 
reafon hereofis not tobe gotten by experience, for in 
the braine may very well be vnited:much heatiand much 
drinefie ; and fo likewife,much heat and much moifture, 
toalarge quantitic + andfor this caufe, amanmay haue 
a great vnder{tanding and a great imagination,and much 
memorie with much imagination:‘andverely , it is a mi- 
tacle to finda man‘of great imagination, who hatha 
good vnderftanding , and a found -memorie, And the 
caufe thereof bchooues to bee, forthat the vnderftan. 
ding requites thatthe braine be made» of parts very {ub- 
tile and delicate’, as we haue prooued ‘heretofore out ‘of 
Galen, and much heat frets:and confumies what is dedi: 
cate, and leaucs behind the parts gtoffe and earthly. For 
thelikereafon, a good imagination cannot bee vnited 
with much memorie3 for excefsiue heat refolueth the 
moifture of the braine, and leaueth it‘hard and drie, by 
meanes whereof it cannot eafily receiue the figures, Tn 
fort, that in man there are no more but thtee’ general 
differences of wits, for there are no more but three qua 
lities whence they may grow. Butynder thefe:three vni- 
uerfall differences, there are contained many other par- 
ticulars,by meanes of degrees ofaccefle,which heat,moi- 
{ture and drinefle may haue. | 
Notwithftanding there (prings a difference in wits 
ftom euery degree of thefe three qualities ; for the dry, 
the hot, and the moift, may exccede info high adegree, 
thatit may altogether difturbe the animall power, con- 
formable to that fentence of Galen, Euery excelsiue di- 
emperaturerefolues the forces ; and(oitis. For albeit 
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drineffe giue helpe to the vnderftanding , yet it may be 
that the fame fhal confume his operations. W hich Gales 
andthe ancient Philofophers would not admit, but af- 
firme,that if old mens brains gtew not cold, they fhould 
neuer decay, though they became drie in the fourth de- 
gree. Butthey haueno reafon for this,as we will prooue 
inthe imaginatiue; for albeit his operations be pertor- 
med with heat, yerif it pafle the thitd degree, forthwith 
the {ame begins torefolue, and the like doth the memo- 
rie through ouermuch moilture. 

How many differences of wits grow by means of the 
- faperabounding of each of thefe three qualities, cannot 
for this prefent be particularly recited, except tofore we 
recount all the operations and -aétions of the vnderftan- 
ding, the imagination,and the memorie. But the whileft 
we ate to know, that the principall workes of the vnder- 
{tanding are three : the firtt, to difcourfe; the fecond, to 
diftinguifh 3 and the third,to chufle. Hence comes it, thae 
they place alfo three differences in the vnderftanding : 
into three other is the memorie deuided : one receiues 
with eafe, and fuddenly forgetteth 5 another is flow to 
receiue, but along time retaineth ; and the laft receineth 
with eafe,and is very flowto forget. 

The imagination containeth many more differences, 
for he hath three, no leffe than the vnderftanding and 
memorie, and from each degree arifeth three other. OF 
thefe we will mote diftin@ly difcourfe hereafter, when 
we fhall afsizne to each the {cience which anfwereth it 
in patticular. 

But he that will confider three other differences of 
wit, fhall find, that there are habilities in thofe who ftu- 
die, fome which haue a difpofition for the cleare and ea- 
fic contemplations of the art which they learne, but if 
F you 
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will proouealoftlabour for the teacher to thape thema 
ficure thereof by fit examples, or that they frame them- 
{clues the like by their owne imagination, for they want 
the capacitie. 

Inthis degtee are all the bad {chollers of whatfoeuer 
facultie , who being demaunded touching the eafie 
points of their art, anfwer to the purpofe : but comming 
to matters of more curioufnefle, they will tell youa hun- 
dred follies. Other wits aduaunce themfelues one de- 
gtee higher, for they are pliant and eafi¢ in learnin 
things, and they can imprint in theméelucs all the rules 
and confiderations of att, plaine,obfcure, eafie, and diffi- “ 
cult; but as for dotrine, argument, doubting, anfwe- 
ting, and diftinguifhing, they are all matters wherewith 
they may in no wife be compred : thefe need to learne 
{ciences at the hands of good teachers, well skilled in’. 
knowledge,andto haue plentie of bookes, and to ftudie 
them hard ; for fo much the lefle fhall their knowledge 
be, as they forbeare toreade and take paines. Of thefe 
may be verefied that fo famous fentence of _ 4viftotle: 
Our vnderftanding is like a plaine table,wherin nothing 
is pourtraied . For wharfoeuer they are toknow and at- 
taine, it behooues that firft they hearethe fame of fome 
other, and ate barren of all inuention themfelues. Inthe 
third degree, Nature maketh {ome wits fo perfect, that 
they ftand not in need of teachers to inftru@ them, nor: 


_ to diteé in what fort they are to philofophife, for out 


of one confideration endi&ted to them by their {choole- 
maifter, they will.gather a hundred ; and without that 
ought be beltowed.vntothem, they fill their wit with 
{cience and knowledge. Thefe wits beguiled Plato, and 
made him to fay, That our knowledge isa certaine {pice 
of 
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of remembrance, when he heard them {peake and fay 
“hat which neuet fell into confideration with other 
‘men. 

To fuchit is allowable that they write bookes, and 
to others not: for the order and concert which is to be 
held,to the end that {ciences may dayly receiue incteafe 
and greater petfeion, is to ioine the. new inuentioa of 
our {elues, who liue now, with that whichthe auntients 
left written in their bookes. For dealing after this man- 
ner, each in his time, fhall adde an increafe to the arts, 
and men who are yet vnborne, fhall enioy the inuention 
and trauell of fach as liued before. As for fuch who want 

‘ inuention, the commonwealth fhould not confent that 
they make bookes,nor fuffer them to be printed, becaule 
they doe nought elfe faue heape vp matters alteadie delt- 
vered, and fenterices of graue authouts, returning to re- 
peat the felfe things, ftealing one from hence, and taking 
another from thence; and thete is no man, butafter fuch 
a fafhion may make a booke. ’ 

Wits full ofinuentionare by the Ta/canes called goa- 
tifh, for the likenefle which they haue with a goat m 
their demeanure and proceeding. Thefe neuer take plea. 
fure in the plaines, but euer delight to walke alone tho- 
row dangerous and high places, and to approch neeze 
fteepe downe-fals , for they will not follow any beaten 
path,nor gocin companie. A propertie like this is found 
inthe reafonable foule; when it pofleffeth a braine well 
inftrumentalized and tempered, for it neuer refteth fet- 
led in any contemplation, but fareth forthwith vnquiet, 
fecking to know and vnderftand new matters. Of fuch 
a foule, is verefied the {aying of Hippocrates, The going 
of the foule isthe thought of men. Forthere are fome, 
who neuer paffe out of one contemplation, and thinke 
F ij not 
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hadi’ The Triall of Wits. | 
not that the whole world can difcouer: another fuch, 
T hefe hiaue the propertie of a beaft, who neuer forfakes 
the beaten path, nor careth to walke through defart and 
vohaunted places, but only inthe high market way, and _ 
with a guide before him. Both thefe diuerfities of wits 
are ordinarie amonotft profeflors of learning. Some o- 
thers there are of high fearching capacities, and eftran- 
ged from the common courfe of opinions , they indge 
and entreat of matters with a particular fathion, they are 
franke in deliuering their opinion, and tie not them- 
felues to that of any other. Some forts are clofe, moift, 
and very quiet, diftrufting themfelues, and relyitig vpon 
the iudgement of fome graue man whom they follow, 
whofe fayings and fentences they reputeas {ciencesand 
demontftrations , and all things contrarying the fame, 
they reckon vanitie and leafings. 

Thefe two differences of wits are very profitable, if 
they be vnited ; for as amongft a great droue of cattell 
the heardsmen accuftome to mingle {ome dozen of 
goats to lead them and make them trot apace, to enioy 
new paftures, that they may not fuffer {carcitie ; fo alfo it 
behoueth, that in humane learning there be {ome goat- 
like wits, who may difcouer to the cattell like vnderftan- 
ding, thorow fecrets of Nature, and deliuervnto them 
contemplations not heard of, wherein they may exer- 
cife themfelues, for after this manner arts take incteale, 
and men daily know more and mote. 
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Certaine doubts and arguments are propounded againft the 
doctrine of the laft chapter and their anfwer. | 


One 






































WJ Ne ofthe caufes for which the wit- 
¥-dome.of Socrates hath bene fo fa- 
»\smous till this day,is,for that after he 
1 [was adiudged by the oracle of dpol- 
NN YY f.lo,t0 bethe wileft man ofthe world, 
ig v ox yy hefaydthus rf know this onely , that 
SEALE Ihnow nothing at all. : which: {en- 
Nott of etence, all thefe that haue (eene and 
tead; paffed it ouer, asfpoken by Socrates;for that he was 
aman ofgteathambleneffe, a defpifer of worldly things, 
andoneto whom, in refpedt of diuine matters, all elf 
feemed:ofno valure: But they vtterly are beguiled’, -for 
none ofthe ancient Philofophers poffeffed the vertue of 
humilitie.,» nor knew.-what thing it was, yntll God came 
intothe world and taught the fame. 

The meaning of Socrates was , to giue to vnderftand 
how little! certaintie is contained: in humane f{ciences, 
aad how vatetled-and fearefull the widerftanding of a 
Philofopher in that which he knoweth, feeing by ex- 
perience; thatall is'full of doubts and-arguments , an 
that we can yeeldaffentto nothing, without fearing that 
it! maybe contrary. For itwas faid; The thoughts of men 
are doubtfull and our forefecings vincertaine..And:-he 
who-will'attainé to the true knowledge of things, it be- 
hooues that ‘hee reft {etled ‘and quiet without feare or 
doubr of being’deceiued ; and the: Philofopher who. is 
notthus wife grounded ; may with much trueth affirme 
that heknoweth nothing, ; 

» SThis fame confideration hadGalen, when hee fayd, 
Science is aconuenient and firme. notice, which neuer 
ideparteth from reafon? therefore thou fhaltnor find ic 
amongtt'the Philofophers; “efpecially when they. confi- 
tsi'ia3 F ij der 
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90 chep-6* The Triall of Wits. 
der the nature of things : but verely much leffe in matters 
of Phificke;nay rather(to {peake all in one word)it neuer 
makes his full arriuall where men are. 3 

. Hereby itfeemeth thatthe true notice of things failes 
to come this way,and to man arriueth only acertaine o- 
pinion, which makes him to walke vncertaine, and with 
feare whether the matter which he affirmeth be fo or no. 
But that which Ga/e noteth mote patticulatly touching 


this, is, that Philofophie and: Phificke are the moft yn- 
_certaine ofall thofe wherewith men areto deale. Andif 


this be true, what fhall we fay touching the Philofophie 
whereof we now intreat, where with the ynderitandin 

we make an anotomie ofa matter fo obfeure and diffi- 
cult, as are the powers and faculties of the reafonable 
foule > In which point ate offered fo many doubts-and 
arguments, that there remaines nocleare doftrine vpon 


which we may telie. 


One of which , and the principall , is, thatwehaue 
made the Vnderftanding an inftrumentall power, as the 
Imagination, andthe Memory, and haue giuen dti- 
nefle to the braine, as an inftrumént with which it may 
worke: a thing far repugnant to the do€trine of Ariftotle 
and all his followers; who placing the vnderftanding fe- 
ucted from the bodily inftrument,: ptooue eafily the im- 
mortality of the reafonable foule; and thatthe fame if. 
fuing out ofthe body, endureth for euer. Now thecon- 
trary opinion being difputable., the way hereby is {top- 
pedvp ; fothat this cannot be ptooued: Moreouer;the 
reafons on which 4riffotle cvoundeth himfelfe; to proue 
that the vnderftanding is not an inftrumentall power, 
carrie fuch efficacie, as other than that cannot bee:con- 
cluded. For to this power appertaineth the knowing and 
ynderftanding the nature and being of whatfoener ma: 
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The Triall of Wits, Or ay 
teriall chings in the world, afid if the fame fhould be con- 
ioyned with any bodily thing, that felfe would hinder 
the knowledge of the refidue: as wee fee in the outward 
fences, that ifthe taft be bitter, all the things which the 
tongue toucheth partake the fame fauour: and if the 
-chriftalline humour be greene or yellow, all that the eye 
feeth, it indgeth to be of the fame colour. The reafon of 
this is, forthatthe thing within breedes:an impediment 
to that withour. © | | 

_Ariftotle fayth moreouer , Thatifthe vnderftanding 
were mingled with any bodily inftrument, it would re- 
taine fome qualitie, for what(oeuet vniteth it felfe wich 
heat or cold, itis of force that it partake of the fame qua- 
lity: But to fay thatthe vnderftanding is-hot, cold,moift, 
or dtie, isto vtter amatter abhominable to the cares of all 
naturall Philofophers.. 

‘The fecond principall doubris, that —4vifforle and all 
the Pevipateticks bring in two other powers befides the 
Voderftanding,the Imagination,&¢ the Memory; name-_ 
ly, Remembrance, and Commiontence, grounding vp: 
on that rule, That the powers are knowne by way ofthe 
_ a@tions.. They fayd, That befides the operations of the 
Vaderftanding the Imagination,and the Memotie,there 
are alfo two other different. Sothen the wit of man ta- 
keth his originall from fiuepowers , andnotfrom three 
only,as we did proue. Lae , a 

W efaydalfo in the laft chaptet , after the opinion of 
Galen, that the memorie doth none other worke in the 
braine, faue only to preferue the fhapes and figures of 
things, in {uch foreas a cheft preferueth and keepeth ap- 
parell and what fo elf is put thereinto. And ifby fucha 
comparifon, weate to vnderftand the office of this po- 


wet, it is requific alfo to prooue another reafonable fa- 
F itij cultic, 
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322 Chapt” The Trial of Witss 
cultic, which may fetch out the figures from the memo- 
rie, andreprefent them tothe vnderftanding, eueivas it 
igneceflariethat there be one to open the cheft , and to: 
take out what hath bene laid. vptherein. ip 2ehees 
Befidesthis ; we (ayd, that the vnderftanding and the 
memotie:ate. contrarie powers, and that: the one cha- 
fethaway the other, forthe one loueth great drinefle, 
andthe.other much moifture, and afupplenefie of the 
braine. And if this be true, wherefore fayd Wariffotleand, 
Plato, That memwho haue their feth tender, enioygteat 
vnderftanding, feeing this fupplenefle is an éffe& of moi- 
fture. ty rants Heise 
W efaydalfo, that for effecting that a memoriemay. 
be good,irwas neceffary the braine fhould beendoiwed) 


_ with moifture; forthe figures) ought to be printed theres 


in by way ofcomprefsion, and the fame beingyhard, they: 
cannotfo'eafily make figne thérein. “Trueivisy that to 
receiue figures: with-readinefle, it ‘requiretla, thar the 
brainebec plianv, buttopreferue thefhapes fome lone 
time, all affirme that itis neceflatie the fame be hard and! 
drie, as it appearethin outward things, whetethe figure 
printed ina pliant fubftance,: is eafily cancelléd ,.butin: . 
the dric and hard, itnouer perifheth.: Wherethrotigh we 
feemany:men who con by heart. with-great readinefle, 
but forget againe very (peedily»; Of which:Galen tendes! 
ting a reafon, fayth, that fuch through much smoiftuies, 
haue the fubftance of theirbraine tender: aiid not fetled, 
forthe figure is foone cancelled ; :as:ifit: weresfealed im 
waters: And contratiwife} athetlearne by hearewith dik! 
ficultie:;, but what they:-haue'onte- learned 3 they neuer: 
forgetagaine.: VW herethrough it emctha’ matter im- 
pofsible, that there fhould be thar difference:ofmemo- 
tie which wee {peake of}: which thould learne with eale,: 
ESD : and 






The Triall of Wits, Chage 
and preferue along time. “th : 
Itis alfo hard to vnderftand how itis pofsiblethat fo 
many figures being fealed together in the braine, the one 
fhould not cancellthe. other ; for if.in apiece of foftned 
wax there be prinred many: feales of diners figures, .1¢ fals 
outcertaine ,» thatfomecancell other fome, by the intet- 
mingling ofthefefigures. 0: soo och na 
And that which breedeth:noleffe difficulty,is,toknow 
whence itiproceedethy thatthememotie byrexerciling it 
felfe,becommeth the more cafietoxeceiue figures , it be- 
ing certaine, thatnot.onely bedily exercile, but fpitituall 
much more,drieth and foketh the flefh. sss 
tisal{o hiatdto-conceiue;: inwhat-fort the imaginati- 
onisi¢onttarie:to the: vaderftanding,,.ifchere be none ox. 
thet niore vrgenreaufe;: than to fay JT iaat execlsiuedheat. 
refolaeth thie fubtile pattes: of the: braine,y:leauing: an: 
eatthly-and grofieremnant, fecitig the: Melancholy’ 1s 
one ofthe grofeft:and:carthlieft:humoirs of; out bodie.. 
And:Aii/torle fayth } Bhactheovnderltanding vieth the 
feruice of noiefomuch;.asofi thas.» And his difficultie. 
isencteafed, confideting that melancholy: isagroffe hu- 
mout, cold.ahd ‘dries andicholer is:ofa delicat fubftance, 
atid Of ccifiperature hot.andidric;and yet foriall this, :me= 
lanchely.is, moreappropriatto the: viderftanding than) 
choler. - Which feemethrepugnaat ro. reafonss tor this 
humour aideth’ the, vnderlbanding with two qualities, 
“ and gainfetrcth it{elfe only with one, whiclris heat.:But 


melancholy,aiderh itwith lus:drineffe, . and: with none: 


other;annd oppoferhit felfe by-his.cold,and by his grofie 
fubfance, which isa thingthatthe vndeeftanding molt 
abhorreth, For which taule,, Galemafsigned more wit 
and prudence to choler,thanto melancholy faying thus; 

Readinefle and) Prudence: {pring fromthe humour of 
choler, 
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T4 Chet The Triall of Wits. 
choler, andthe melancholicke humour is authot of ine 
tegritieandconftancie. — av 
Lafily, the caufe may be demaunded , whence it may 
grow, that toiling, ‘and continuall contemplation of ftu- 
die maketh many wife, in whome atthe beginning, the 
good nature of thefe qualities, which wefpeake of, was’ 
wanting : andfoby giuing and receiving with the ima- 
gination, they come to make themfelues capable of ma- 
ny verinies., which tofore they knew nor, nor had the 
temperature which thereto was requifit: Forifthey had 
poflefled the fame,fo much labour fhould:norhaue been 
needfull. age sith spot soca 
_ All thefe difficulties, and many-other befides, ave. con- 
traty tothedo€trine of the laft chapter. Fornaturall Phi« 
lofophie hath not fo. certaine principlesas the Mathe-° 
matical {ciences, wherein, the Phifition, andthe Philo- 
fopher (ifhe bealfo a Mathematician)may alwayes make: 
demontftration : but comming afterwards: tothe cure: 
which is conformable ito the attiof Phificke}\ hee hall. 
commit therein many errouts, and yetnoralwayes tho=! 
tow his owne fault (fithens in the Mathematicks he al- 
wayes followed a certaintie): but through thelittle affu- 
tance ofthe art, for which cafe wariffotle faid; The Phi- 
fition though healwayes cure not; isnot therefore albad 
one , 'prouided, that he foreflow norto petforime any of 
thofe points which appertaineto the art.’ But ifhethould 
commit any errour in the Mathematicks ; he would be 
void of excufe : for performing inv this! {cience all the di’ 
ligences which’ it tequireth , it is impofsible chat’ the? 
ttueth fhould not appeare. In fort, that albeicwe yeelde: 
hota manifelt demonftration of this do€rine, yet the 
whole fault is not tobe layd on out want of capacitie, 
neither may it ftraightwayes bee recounted.as fall thar. 
we 




































we deliuer. 

To the firft principall doubt,we anfwer,that ifthe yn- 
derftanding were feuered fromthe body,and had nought 
to doe with heat,cold,moift;and drie, nor withthe other 
bodily qualities, it would follow that all men fhould par- 
take equall vnderftanding, and that all fhould equally 
difcourfe. But wee fee by experience, that one man yn: 
derftandeth and difcourfeth: better: than another ; then 
this groweth for thatthe vnderftanding is aninftrumen- 


tall power ,.and better difpofed:in one thanin another, 


and not from any other occafion.» For all reafonable 
foulesand their ynderftandings: ({undered fromthe bo- 
dy) are ofequall perfectionand knowledge. Thofe who 
follow U4réffotles dotrine , feeing by-experience , that 
(ome difcourfe better than otherfome, haue found’an 
excufe in apparence, faying ; That the difcourfing of 
one better than another, isnot caufed, for that the vn- 
derftanding is arrinftrumentall power,-& that the braine 
is better difpofed in:fome thar in otherfome : but for 
thatthe vnderftanding (whilft the reafonable-foule re- 
maineth inthe body) ftandethinneed of the fantafmes 
and figures which are in the imagination, and in the me- 
‘ morie 5: through-defaule whereof, the vnderltanding 
falsto difcourfeilly,and notthrough his owne fault , nor 

for that it isioyned witha matter badly inftrumentali- 

zed. But this anfwereis contrary to the dotrine of #r2- 
frotle himf{elfe,who prooueth,that by how much the nc- 
morie:is the worfe; ‘by fo much the vnderftanding is 

the better's:and by howmuch the! memotie is bettered, 

by: fo:much ‘the vnderftanding is impaired ::and the 

fame we haue heretofore prooued as touching the ima- 
gination, in:confitmation of that which 4rifforle de- 

matmdeth,: VVhat the caufe is, that:we waxing old,hau¢ 
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76 Chofib: The Trial of Wats. : 
{obadamemorie, and {fo good an vnderftanding + and 
when weateyoong, it fals out contrary, tharwe pofleffe 
a'great ‘memorie and {mall vnderftanding. Hereof, in 
one thing we fee theiexperience, and :Galez hotethin,thar 
when in-adifeafe the temperature and good :difpofition 
ofthe braine is impaired, many:times the opetations’ of 
the vnderftanding,are thereby loft,:and yet thole ofthe 
memorie.and.the imagination! remainée: found ,° which 
could:not:come to pafid; if the vihderftanding enioyned 
nota patticular inftrument for it felfe; befides this which 
the other powers doepattake. won 10 van a0) ton | 
» Tothis I know:not what may be yeelded imanfwere, 
voleffe it be by fomemetaphyficall relation;:compoun- 
ded .of a&tion:and power , -which!neisher‘themfelies 
know what it meaneth, nor is there:any-other man that 
vnderftands itoc Nothing «mote endammageth: mans 
knowledge than to confound the {ciences ::and.what be- 
longs to'the: Metaphyficks.,) :torentteat thereof in:nav- 
tall Philofophies andmatters ofmaturall)Philofophie in 
the Metaphyficks.1 9¢3 1 cfhohay septs 
The reafons whereupon Ariffot/e grounded hhimfelfe 
are; of {mall moment:y for therconfequence followeth, 
nottofay,that the viiderfkindinig,, becaufeitmuftknow 
materiall things, fhould notthetefore enioy abodily:in- 
{itument:: for the bodily qualities which  fertie for thé 
compofition ‘of the inftrament , ‘make no <alterationiof 
the: power nor from théem'doethe fantafmesiarile, euch 
as the fenfible;: placed aboue the fence; “caulerhiurot the 
felfe fence. ‘TEhisis:plaihiy-(cene: in! totiching y>fornot- 
withttandihg thatthe fame is compounded of foure! ma- 
teriall qualiti¢s::and thatthe {ame hath inde quantitie, 
and hatdneffe of foftnefle 5 foralkthisy: thechanddefcer- 
neth whecherathing be’ hot orcokhhaidor fof onsat 
ot 
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of little. And if you aske in what fort the naturall heat 
which ts inthe hand hindereth not the touching, thar it 
may difcerne the heat which is in the ftone; we anfwere, 
that the qualities which ferue for the compofition of the 
inftrument, doe not alter the inftrument it felfe, neither 
from them doe there iffue any fhapes whereby to know 
them. Euen as it appertaineth to the eye to know all fi- 
gutes and qualities of things, and yet we fee that the eye 
it {elfe hath his proper figure and quantitie , and of the 
humours and skins which goe to his compofition, fome 
hauc colours, and fome are dtaphane and tranfparant, all 
which hindereth not, but that we with our fight may 
difcerne the figures and quantities of all the things 
which fhall appeare before vs: andthe reafon is, for chat 


the humours, the skins, the figure, and the quantitie, - 


oO 


ferue forthe compofition of the eye, and fuch thinges 
cannot alter the fightfull power , andtherefore trouble 


not nor hinderthe knowledge of the outward figures. 
The like we affirme of the vnderftanding, that his pro- 
pet infirument (thoughthe fame be miateriall and toy- 
ned with it) cannot enlarge it, for from it 1flue no vnder- 
ftandable fhapes, which haue force to alter it: and the 


reafonis, For that the vnderftandable placed aboue the 


vnderftanding, caufeth not the vnderftanding ; and fo it 
remaineth at libertie tovnderftand all the outward mate- 
tialltchings, without that it encounter ought to hinder 


the fame. The fecond reafon whetein Ariffotle gronnded 


himfelfe, is of leffe importance than the former, for nei- 


ther the vnderftanding nor any other accident can bee 
qualiti-like, for of themfelues they cannot be the fubieéct 
of any qualitic. For which caufe it litele skillech that the 
vnderftanding pofleffe the braine for an inftrument togi- 
ther with the temperature of the foure firft qualities chat 
et Aen es therefore 
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98 ChefaS The Triall of Wits, 
therefore it may be called qualitie-like, inas much asthe 
braine and not the vnderftanding, is the {ubie@ of the 
heat,the cold,the moift,and the drie. 

To the third difficultte which the Perspateticks alleage, 
faying, That by making the vnderftanding an inftru- 
micntall power, we reauc one of thofe principles which 
ferue to prooue the immortalitie of the reafonable foule: 
we anf{were, That there are other arguments of more 
foundnefle, whereby to prooue the fame, whereof we 
will treat in the chapter following. : 

To the fecond argument we anfwere, that not every 
difference of operations argueth a diuerfitic of powers ‘ 
for (as we will proouc hereafter) the imaginatiue per- 
formeth matter {o ftrange, thar if this #saxime were true 
in fort asthe yulgar Philofophers had it, oradmitting 
the interpretation which they giue it, there fhould be in 
the braine ten or twelue powers more. But becaufe all 
thefe operations are to be marfhalled vnder one gene= 
tall reafon, they argueno more than one imaginatiue, 
which is afterwards deuided into many particular’ dif. 
ferences,by the meanes of the fundrie operations which | 
it performeth : the compofing of the fhapes:in the pre- 
fence or the abfence of the obieéts, not onely argueth 
not a diuerfitie of the generall. powers: (as are the com 
mon fence,and the imaginatiue) but euen novof the ve: 
ry particulars. 

To the third argument we anfwere,thatthe memotie 
is nothing cls but a tenderneffe. of the braine, difpofed 
with a certaine kind of moifture , to receiue and. pres 

Actue that which the imaginative apprehendeth : with 
the like proportion that. white or blew paper holds 
with him who writeth : for as the writer writeth in 
the paper the things which he. would not forget , and 
, after 
































after he hath written them, returnes to read them: euen 
fo we ought to conceiue, thatthe imagination writeth 
in the memorie the figures of the things knowne by the 
fiue fenfes,and by the vnderftanding, as alfo fome others 
of his owne framing: and when it will remember ought 
(aith _#yiffotle ) it returneth to behold and contemplat 
them. VV ith this maner ofcompatifon P/sto ferued him- 
felfe, when he faid, That fearing the weake memorie of 
old age, he haftened to make another of paper (namely 
bookes) to the end his trauailes oughtnot to bedolt, but 
that hee ‘might haue that which might reprefent them 
vnto him, when heliftro readthem. This felfe doth the 
imaginative, of writing inthe memortie, and returning’ 
to tead it when it would remember the fame... The firft 
who vitered this point was_47#/forle,and the fecond Ga- 
fea who fayd thus, For as much as that patt of the foule 
which imagineth , whatfoeuer the fame be, feemeth to 
be the felfe that alfo remembreth.. And foverely it {ee- 
meth tobe, for the things which wee imagine with long 
thinking, are well fixed in the memotie, and that which 
we handle with light confideration, alfo foonewe for- 
getthe fame againe. Andasthe writer when he writeth 
faire, the better affureth it to be read: {0 it befals to: the 
imaginatiue, that if it feale with force, the figure remai- 
neth well imprinted inthe brainesotherwif it can fearce. 


ly bedifcerned. The like alfo chanceth in old deedes; 


which being found in part, and in part perifhed by time, - 


cannot well beread , vnlefle we gather much by reafon 
and conieéture. So doth the imaginatiue, when in the: 
“maemorie fome figures remaine, and fome are perilhed, 
where 4refotles errour had his original ; who forthis 
eaufe conceiued, that remembrance was a different 
power fromthe memoric. Moreouer, he affitmed, ae 
tNeas: 
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80 Chafeb- The Triall of Wits. 


thofe who haue great remembrance , ate likewife of © 
gteat vnderftanding, which is alfo falfe : for the imagi- 

native , which is that that makes the remembrance, is 

contratie to the vnderitanding ; in fort, that to gather 

memorie of things,and to remember them after they are 

knowne, is a worke of the imagination : as to write and 

returne to read it,is a worke of the Scriuener, and not of 
the paper. WV hereby it falleth out that the memotie re= 
maineth a power pafsiue, and not aftiue : euen as the 

blew and the white of the paper is none other than a 
commoditie whereby to write. 

To the fourth doubt may be anfwered, That it ma- 
keth little to the purpofe, as touching the wit, whether 
the flefh be hard or tender, if the braine partake not alfo 
the fame qualitie, the which we fee many times hath a 
diftin& temperature from al the other parts of the body. 
But when they concurre in one felfe tendernefle, it is an 
euill token for the vnderftanding , and no leffe for the 
imagination. And if wee confider the filet of women 
and children, wee fhall find that in tenderneffe it excee- 
deth that of men, and this notwithftanding, commonly 
men haue a better wit than women: and the naturall 
teafon hereof is, For that the humouts,which make the 
fieth tender , are fleagme and bloud, becaufe they ate 
both moift (as wee haue aboue {pecified) and of them 
Galen faid, That they make men fimple and dullards:and 
contrariwife, the humours which harden the fcth, are 
choller and melancholy : and hence grow the prudence 
and fapience which are found in man. In fort, that it 
is rather an ill token to haue the flcth tender, chan drie 
andhard. And fo inmen who hauean equall tempera- 
ture throughout their whole bodie, it isan eafie matter 
to gather the qualitie of their wit by the tenderneffle ot 
Het hard- 











The Triall of Wits, Chappe 
hardneffe of their flefh: For if itbe hard andrough,it gi. 
ucth token either’of a good vnderftanding or a good 
imagination; andif {mooth and fupple, of the contrarie, 
namely of good memorie, and {mall vnderitanding,and 
leffe imagination : and to vnderftand whether the braine 
_haue correfpondence,it behooueth to confider the hz‘te, 
which being big, blacke, rough, andthicke, yecldeth to- 
ken of a good imagination ot a good ynderftanding : 
and if foft and {mooth, they area figne of much memo- 
rie, and nothing els. But who fo will diftinguith and 
know, veherlier the fame be vnderftanding or imagina- 
tion (whenthe haite is of this fort) it mult be confidered 
of what forme the child is in the a& of laughter : for 
this pafsion difcouereth much, of what qualitie hee 1s in 
the imagination. | | 

W hat the reafon and caufe of laughter fhould be, 
many Philofophers haue laboured to concciue , and 
none of them hath deliuered ought that may well bee 
vinderftood : butall agree, that the bloud is an humour, 
which prouoketh a man to laugh, albeit none exprefle 
with what qualitie this humours indewed, more than 
the reft,why it fhould make a man addi&ted to laughter. 
The follies which are committed with laughing , are 
leffe dangerous : but thofe which are done with labour 
are more perillous: as if he fhould fay, When the dif- 
eafed become giddie and doting, doelaugh, they reft in 
more fafetie, thanif they wereintoyleand anguifh: for 
the former commeth of bloud,which is a moft mild hu- 
mour, and the fecond’of melancholie: but we groun- 
ding vpon the doétrine whereof we intreat, fhall eafily 
vnderftand all that which in this cafe may bee defired 
to be knowne. The caule oflaughter (in my indgement) 
is nought els butan approouing, whichis made by the 
3 Imlay ina- 
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82 The Triall of Wits. | 
imagination, fecing or heating forsewhar done or faid, 

which accordeth very well : and thispower reniaineth 
in the braine, when any of thefe things giue it content- 
ment, fuddainly it mooueth the fame, and after itall the 
mufcles of the bodie,and fo many times we doe allow of 
wittie fayings, by bowing downe of the head. When 
then the imagination Is very good, it contents not it 
felfe with euery fpeech, but onely with thofe which 
pleafe very well : and if they hauefome little correfpon- 
dence, and nothing els, the fame receiueth thereby ra- 
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- ther paine than gladneffe. Hence it groweth,that men of 


great imagination laugh very feldome , and the point 
moft worthie of noting, is, that ieafters and naturall 
counterfeiters neuer laugh at their ownemetiments, not 
at that which they heare others to veter : for they haue 
an imagination fo delicat, that not euen theit owne plea- ~ 
fanteties, can yeeld that cotrefpondence which they re- 
quire. : 

Hereto may bee added, that merriments (befides 
that they muft haue a good proportion, and be vttered 
tothe purpofe) muft be new, and not tofore heard ot 
feene. And this is the propertie not onely of the imagi- 
nation, but alfo of all the other powers which gouerne 
man: for which caufe wefee, that the ftomacke when it 
hath twice fed vpon one kind of meat, ftraightwaies 
loatheth the fame : fo doth the fight one felfe fhape and 
colour ; the hearing one concordance, how good foe- 
uct; and the vnderftanding one felfe contemplation. 
Hence alfo it proceedeth, that the pleafant conceiued: 
man laugheth not at. the ieaftes which him(elf& vtte- 
reth : for before he fend them forth from his lips, hee 
knew what he would fpeake. Whence I conclude,that 


thofe who laugh much, are all defedtiue in their imagi- 


nation, 
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nation, wherethrough wharfocuer meriment and plea. 
fanteric, (how cold foeuer) with them cartieth a verie 
good cotrefpondencie: And becaufe the bloud patta- 
keth much moifture (wherof we faid before,that it bree- 
deth dammage to the imagination) thofe who are very 
fanguine, ate alfo great laughers. Moifture holdeth this 
propertie, that becaule the fame is tender and gentle, it 
abateth the force of heat, and makes that it burne not 
ouermuch .. For which caufe it partakes better agree- 
ment with drinefle, becaufe it fharpeneth his operations. 
Befides this, where there is much moifture, it is a figne 
that the heat is remifle, feeing it cannot refolue nor.con- 
fume the fame : and the imagination cannot performe 
his operations with a heat fo weake. Hence wee gather 
alfo, that men of great vnderftanding are much giuen 
to laughter, for that they haue defe&t of imagination, as 
we read of the great Philofopher Democritus, and many 
others whom my felfe haue feenc and noted. Then by 
meanes of this laughter wee fhall know, if that which 
_ men ot boyes haue of flefh hard and tough, and of haire 
blacke,thicke,hard,and rough, betoken either the imagi- 
nation or the ynderitanding. In fort,that Ariftotle in this 
du €trine was fomewhat out of the way. 

To the fifth argument we anfwere, that there are two 
kinds of moifture in the braine, one which groweth of 
the aire (when this element predominateth in the mix~ 
ture) and another of the water, with which the other 
elenients areama(ffed. Ifthe braine be tender by the firlt 
moifture, the memotie fhall be verie good : eafie to re- 
ceine, and mightic to retaine the figures for a long time. 


Forthe moifture of the aire is verie {upple and full of 


fatnefie, on which the fhapes are tacked with fure held- 


fait, as wee fee in pictutes which ate lymimned in oyle, 
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84. Cheapp:6. The Triall of Wits. 
who being fet againft the funne and the water, tecciue 
thereby no dammage at all: and if we caf oyle vpan any 
writing , it will neuer. bee wiped out, but marreth the 
fame sand that which cannot be read, with oyle is made 
legible, by yeelding thereto a brightneffe and tran{pa- 
rence. But if the difference of the braine {pring from 
the fecond kind of moifture, theargument frameth ve- 
ry well : For if it receiue with facilitie, with the fame 
readineffe it turneth againe to cancell the figure, becaufe 
the moifture of the water hath no fatneffe, wherein the 
figures may faften themfelues . ‘Thefe two moiftutes 
ate knowne by the haire : for that whicli {prings ftom 
the aire, maketh them to proue vngtious,and full of oyle 
and fat, and the water maketh them moift and very 
{upple. 

To the fixth argument may be anfwered, that the 
ficures of things are not printed inthe braine, as the 
figure of the feale is in waxe,but they peatce thereinto,to 
remain there afhixed, in fortas the {patrowes are attached 


Va 









as 


to birdlime, or the flies ftickein honnie: for thefe figures 


are bodileffe, and cannot be mingled, nor corrupt one 
the other. ; 

To the feuenth difficultie we an{wer, that the figutes 
amafle and mollifie the fubftance of the braine, in fuch 
fort as wax groweth foft by plying the fame betweene 
out fingers : befides thar, the vitall {pirits haue vertue to 
make tender and fupple the hard and. drie members, as 
the outward heat doth the yron. And that the vitall {pi- 
rits afcend to the braine, when any thing is learned by 
heart, we haue prooued heretofore. And euery bodily 
and {pirituall exercife doth not drie : yea the Phifitions 
affirme,that the moderat fatteneth. 

Totheeigth arsument wee anfwere, that there are 
two 









































The Triall of Wits. Chefeb. 85 
ewo {pices of melancholic: one natutall, which is the 
droffe of the bloud, whofe temperatute is cold and drie, 
accompanied with a fubftance very grofle, this ferues 
not of any value for the wit, but maketh men blockih, 
fluggards, and grynnars, becaufe they want imaginati- 
on. There is another fort whichis called'choler aduft, or 
atra bileofwhich Aréjfotle faid, That it made men excee- 
ding wife : whofe temperature is diuers, as that of vine- 
ger ; fometimes it performeth the effects of heat, light- 
ning the earth ; and fometimes it cooletn, but alwaies it 
is drie and of a very delicat fubftance . Cicero confelleth 
that he was flow witted, becaufe he was not melancho- 
like aduft, and he faydrtue, for if he had beene fuch, he 
fhould not haue pofleffed fo rare a gift of eloquence. For 
the mielancholike aduft want memorie, to which ap- 
pettaineth the (peaking with great preparation. Tthath 
another qualitic which much aideth the vnderftanding, 
namely, that it is cleere like the Agat ftone, with which 
cleerencfle it giueth light within tothe braine, and ma- 
keth the fame to difcerne well the figures.And of this opt- 
nion was Herachtus wheu he faid, A drie cleerene/fema- 
kethamoft wife mind.with which cleereneffe naturall me- 
lancholie is not endowed, but his blacke is deadly : and 
that the reafonable foule there within the braine, {tan- 
deth in'need of light to difcerne the figures & the thapes, 
we will proouc hereatter. ; 

To the ninth argument we anfwere, thatthe ptuderice 
and readineffe of the mind which Galen {peaketh of, ap- 
pertaineth to the imagination , whereby we know that 
which isto come, whence Cicero aid, Memotie is of 
things pafled, and Prudence of thofe to come. The rea- 
dinetle of the mind is that,which commonly they call a 


fharpeneffe in imagining,and by other naines,craitinefle, 
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of Wits. : 
fubultie,cauelling, wilineffe: wherefore Cicero fayth, Pru. 
dence is a fubtiltie ,-which with a cettaine reafon can 
make choice of good things and of euill. This fort of 
Prudence. and readinefle, men of good vnderltanding 
do want,becaufe they lacke imagination. For which rea- 
fon we fee by experience in great {chollers in this fort of 
learning, which appertaineth to the vnderftanding, that 
taking them from their bookes, they are not woorth a 
ruth to yeeld or receiue in trafficke of worldly affaires. 
This {pice of Prudence, Galen {aid very well, that it came 
of choller : for Hippocrates recounting to Damagetus his 
friend, in what cafe he found Democritus, when he went 
to vifit him for curing him, writeth, that he lay in the 
field vnder a plane tree, bare legged, and without bree- 
ches , leaning againft'a tone with a booke in his hand, 
and compafled about with brute beafts, dead and dif. 
membred. VV hereat Hippocrates matuailing, asked him 
whereto thofe beafts of that fafhion ferued? and he then 
an{wered, that he wasaboutto fearch what humour i 
was which madeaman to be headlong, craftie, teadie, 
double,and cauillous,and had found (by making an ana- 
tomie of thofe wild beatts) that choller was the caule of 
fo difcommendable a ptopertie : and that to reuenge 
him(elfe of craftie perfons, he would handle themas hee 
had done the fox, the ferpent,and the ape. This manner 
of Prudence isnot only odious to men, but alfo S. Pawle 
fayth of it, The wifedome of the flefh is enemie to God. 
The caufe is afsigned by P/ato,who affirmeth,that know- 
ledge which is remooued from iuftice, ought rather to 
be tearmed fubtiltie than prudence, as if he fhould haue 
fayd, It isnoreafon, that a knowledge which is fenered ° 


from iuftice, fhould be called wifdome, but rather ‘craft, 


or malicioufnefle : OF this the diuell euermore ferneth 
himfelfe 












and diuelith. 


There is found another {pice of wifedome, conioy- 
ned with reafon. and fimplicitie, and by this men know 
the good, and fhun the euill : the which Galen affirmeth 
doth appertaine to the vnderftanding, for this power is 

@ not capable of malicioufneffe, doublenefle, and fubtiltie, 
not hath the skill how to doe naught, but is wholly vp- 
right, inft, gentle, and plainc. A man endowed with this 
fort of wit, is called vpright and fimple, wherethrough 
when Demofthenes went about to cteepe into the good 
liking of the iudges in an oration which he made againft 


Do 


Efchines, he tearmed them vpright and fimple, inrefpe& 
of the fimplicitie of their dutie : concerning which, Cé- 
cero fayth, Dutie is fimple,and the only caufe of all good 
things. For this fort of wifedome, the cold and drie of 


oO 


melancholie is a {eruing inftrument, but it behooueth 
-that the {ame bee compofed of parts very fubtile and 


delicat. 


To the laft doubt may be anfweted, that when a man 
fetteth himfelfe to contemplate fome truth, which hee 
would faine know, and cannot by and by find it out, the 
fame groweth, for that the braine wanteth his conuent- 
ent temperature ; but when a man ftandeth rauifhed ina 
contemplation, the naturall heat that is in the vitall {pi- 
rits, aud the atteriall bloud run foorthwith to the head, 

and the temperature of the braine enhaunceth it felfe, 
yntill che fame arriue to the tearme behoofefull. True it 
is, that much mufing, to fome doth good, and to fome 
harme: for if the braine want but a little to arriue to that 
point of conuenient heat, itis requifit that he make but 
(mall ftay in the contemplation: and if it pafle that point 


G wy 


The Triall of Wits. ChaprG. 37 
himfelfe to do men dammage, and S. James faid,that this 
wifdome came not ftom heauen, but is earthly, beaftly, 
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83 ChafeH The Triall of Wits. 
ftraightwaies the vnderftanding is driuen into a gar- 
boile, by the ouer-plentifull prefence of the vitall {pirits, 
and fo he cannot attaine to the notice of the truth. For 
which caufe, we fee many men, who vpon the fuddaine 
{peake very wel,but with aduifement ate nothing worth. 
Others haue their vnderftanding fo bafe, eitherthrough 
too much coldnefie, or too much drouth,that it is requi- 
fic the naturall heat abide along time inthe head, to the 
end the temperature may lift ic felfe vp to the degtees 
which are wanting, wherethrough they {peake better vp- 
on deliberation then on the fuddaine. 


CHAP. VII. 


it ws {hewed, that though the reafonable foule bane teed of 
the temperature of the foure firft qualities, as well for 
his abiding in the bodie, as alfo to aifcourfe and fyllogize: 
yet for allthis, st followeth not that the fame % corrup- 
tible and mortall. 


3S) T was held by Péato for a matter 
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Caos 









ye foule is a fubftance bodileffe and 
Pree, fpiriuall : nor fubie& to corrup- 
aces) (ee ton or mortalitie , as that of 
2) Kas, brute beafts : the which depar- 

aS 8ST CH ting from the bodie, poffeffeth 
another better and mote quict life. But this is to be vader- 
ftood (faith P/ato) if a man haue led his life conforma- 
bleto reafon, for otherwife, it were better that the foule 
had remained ftill in the bodie, there to fuffer the tor- 
ments, with which God chaftifeth the wicked . This 
conclufion is fo notable and catholicke, that if he attai- 
ned 


nil! 


=A very certaine, that the’ reafonable - 


































The Trial of Wits. chagpn~ 89 
ned the knowledge thereof by the happineffe of his 
wit, with a iuft tide he cameto be called the diuine Plato. 
But albeit the fame is fuch as we fee, yet forall this, Galen 
could neuer bring within his conceit, that it was ttuc, 
but held it alwaies doubrfull, {ecing a wife man through . 
the heat of his braine , to dote , and by applying cold 
medicines vnto him, hee commeth to his wits againe. 
In refpect whereof, he faid he could with that Plato were 
now living, to the end hee might aske him how it was 
pofsiblethat the reafonable foule fhould be immortall, 
feeing it altered fo eafily with heat,with cold, with moi- 
ftute, and with drouth : and principally, confidering 
that the fame departs from the bodie through ouermuch 
heat, or when aman giueth ouer himfelfe excelsiuely 
to lafcinioufnefle, or is forced to drinke poyfon, and 
fuch other bodily alterations, which accuftomably be- 
reaue the life 2 Forif irwere bodileffe and fpirituall (as 
platoaffxmeth) heat, being a materiall qualitie, could 
not make the fame to leefe his powers, nor fet his opera- 
tions ina garboile. | 
Thefe reafons brought Galez to a confufion, atid Galen dying, 


went to hell, and| 


made him with, that {ome P/atonifi would refolue him ‘aw by experiees 
: a eaa ce Aime that materiail — | 
thee doubts, and I beleeue,that in his life time he met fire burned the | 


fouls,and could | 


not with any , but after his death experience fhewed (ussindcore al 


him that which his vnderftanding could not con- this Phyfition 


had knowledge! 


ceiue . For it is a thing certaine, that the infallible of that Enange- | 
' , 2 és _ 4 licall dofrime,. 
certainetie of our immortall foule is not gathered anq could nos 
from humane reafons , or from arguments which receine ite 
prooue that itis corruptible, for to the one and the 
other an anfwere may eafily be fhaped, itis onely our 
fayth which maketh vs cettaine and aflured , that 
the fame endureth for euer. But Galen had {mall 
rea(on to intricate himfelfe in arguments of fo flight 
confe- 
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90 Chafee The Trial of Witss 
confequence ; for the workes which feeme to be per- 
formed by meanes of fome inftrument, it cannot well 
be gathered in naturall Philofophie, that it proceedeth 
froma defeét in the principall agent, if they take not per- 
fection. That painter who portraieth well:when he hath 
a penfill requific for his art, falleth notin blame, ifwitha 
bad penfill he draw ill fauoured fhapes, and of bad deli- 
neation: and it isno good argument to fay, that the wri- 
ter had an imperfedtion in his hand, when through de- 
fault of a well made penne he is forced to write with’ a 
{ticke, Galez confidering the maruellous works which 
are in the vniuerfe , and the wifedome and prouidence 
by which they were made and ordained ; concluded’ 
thereof,That inthe world there was.a God; though wee 
behold him not with our corporall eyes, of whom hee 
veteted thefe words; God was:not made at any time, in 
as muchas he is euerlaftingly vnbegotten. And in ano- 
ther place he fayth, Thaethe fiame and compofition of 
mans bodie was not made by the reafonable foule, not 
by the naturall heat, but by God, or by fome very wile 
vnderftanding. | . 
Out of which there may be framed an argument a- 
gainft Galew, and his falfe confequence be ouerthtowne, 
and it is thus : Thou hatt fufpeéted that the reafonable 
foule is corruptible, becaufe if the braine be well temipe- 
red, it firteth well to difcourlé and philofophife, and if 
the fame grow hot or cold beyond due, it doteth, and 
vttereth a thoufand follies ; the fame may be inferred, 
confidering the workes which thou (peakelt of, as tou- 
ching God : for if hee make a man in places temperat 
(where the heat exceedeth not the cold, nor the moift 
the dric) he produceth him very wittie and difcreet, and if 
the country be yntemperate, he breedeth themall fooles 


and 




































The Triall of Wits. Chairs gl 
and doltifh. For the fame Gale affirmerh,that itis a mi- 
racle to find a wife man in Scythia,and in Athens they are 
all borne Philofophers.T 0 fufpe& then that God is cor- 
‘uptible, becaufe with one qualitie he performeth thefe 
wotkes well, and with the conwatie they proue ill,Gaien 
himfelfe would not confeffe, foras muchas he fayd be- 
fore, that God was euerlafting. 

Plato held another way of mote certaintie,faying, That 
albeit God be everlafting, almightie, and of infinit wife- 
dome : yet hee praceedeth in his -workes as a naturall 
agent, and makes himfelfe fubie& to the difpofition of 
the foure firft qualities : in fort, thatto beget aman verie 
wife, and like to himéfelfe, it behooueth that he prouide 
a placethe moft temperate of the whole world, where 
the heat of the aire may:not exceed ‘the cold, nor the 
moilt the drie, and therefore he faid , But God as. defi- 
Tous of warre, and of wifedome, hauing chofen a place 
which fhould produce men like ynto himfelfe , would 
that the fame fhould. be firft inhabited : and though 
God would fhape a manof gteat wifedome in Scythia, 
or in any other tempekate countrey , and did not here- 
~ inimploy his omnipotencie, he fhouid of necefsitie yet 
prooue a foole, through the contrarietie of the firft qua- 
lities. But P/atowould not haue inferred (as Galen did) 
that God was -alterable and cortuptible : for that the 
heat and coldnefle would haue brought an impedi- 
ment to his worke. The fame may be colle&ted,when 
a teafonable foule, for that it is feated in abraiae infla- 
med, cannot vfc his difcretion and wifdome ; and not to 
thinke, that in refpect thereof the fame is fubiect to mor- 
talitie and corruption. The departure out of the bodie, 
and the not being able to fupport the great heare, nor 
the other alterations which are woontto kill men, fhew- 


eth 


mere nore ee nea aaaeere sane 
2a on 4 


fe i os 
a 


—— ae —— = =~ — = ——= -~ - 
) ee se | te | wie | ae ) ae | Ste | ace | ae a | hee 
Wi wr ES A SiS A Sas AA Se /N SS ZA S65 RN Ae, RK SA 
NCL LA OLA NG NCOs NGL LLY NII) CII) NO 
4 : 


ect caer reremnna aenen en 


x 
XK 
a 
= 






SRE SII) NCL I NO 








i ae 


2 


. <a 






i ies PRU N/E NIZE N/a VAN, MY SEN SEN UY SY 2 EY ESN ONE 
A f\ 


92 hab 7 The Trial of 






































































































































































































































































































































































: Writs: 
eth plainly, that the fame is an aé& and fubftantiall forme 
of mans bodie, and that to abide therein, it requireth 
certaine materiall difpofitions, fitted to the being which 
it hath of the foule,and that the inftruments with which 
it mult worke,be well compofed,and Well ynited, and of 
chat temperature which is requifit for his operations, all 
which failing, it behooueth of force, that iterreinthem, 
and depart from the bodie. | 
Theerror of Gelez confifted, in that he would verifie 
by the principles of naturall Philofophie, W hether the 


reafonable foule, iffuing out of the bodie,doe forthwith 


die or not: this being a queftion which appertaineth to 
_ another fuperiour {cience, and of more certaine princi- 


ples ; in which we will prooue, that itis no gGod argu. 
ment, nor concludeth well, that the foule of man is cor- 
ruptible, becaufe the fame dwelleth quietly ina bodie 
endowed with thefe qualities, and depatteth when they 
doe faile. Neither is this difficult to be prooued : for o- 
ther fpirituall {ubftances, of greater perfection than the 
reafonable foule, doe make choice of place, altered with 
materiall qualities, in. which it feemeth they take abode 
with their content : and if there fucceed any conttarie 
difpofitions, forthwith they depart, becaufe they can- 
not endure it : for itis athing certaine, that there ate to 
be found fome difpofitions in’ a mans bodie, which the 
diuell coueteth with fo great eavernefie, as to enioy 
them,he entetech into the man where they refted,whete- 
through he becommeth poffefled : but the fame being 
cortupted and chaunged by contrarie medicines , and 
an alteration being wrought in thefe blacke, filthie, and 
{tinking. humouts, he naturally comes to depart. This 
is plainely difcerned by experience : for ifthere bein’ a 
houfe, great, darke, foule, putvified, melancholicke, and 
you 



































void of dwellers to make abode therein, the divels foone 
take it vp for their lodging : butif the fame bee cleanfed, 
the windowes opened, and the funne-beames admitted 
to enter, by and by they get them packing, and {pecially 
if itbe inhabited by much companic, and that there be 
mectings and paftimes, and playing on muficall inftru- 
ments. How greatly harmonie and good proportion 
offendeth the diuell, is apparantly feene by the authori- 
tie of the diuine Scripture: where we find recounted, 
That Dauid taking a Harpe, and playing thereupon, 
ftraightwaies made the diuels runne away , and depatt 
out of Saude his body . And albeit this matter haue his 
{pirituall =nderftanding : yet I conceiue thereby , that 
muficke naturally molefteth the diuell , wherethrough 
he cannotin any fort endure it. The people of Ifraell 
knew before by experience, that the diuell was enemie 
to muficke, and becaufe they had notice thereof, Sauls 
feruants {pake thefe words : Behold,the euill {pirit of the 
Lord tormenteth thee, let my Lord:the king therefore 
commaund,that thy feruaunts who wait in thy prefence 
fearch out aman who can play vponthe citherne, to the 
end that when the cuill {pirit ofthe Lord taketh thee, 
he may play with his hand, that thou thereby maylt re- 


ceiueeafe. Inthe felfe fame manner as there are found: 


out words and coniurations,which making the diuell to 
tremble, and not to hearethem : hee abandoneth the 
place which he chofe for his habitation . So Jo/eph re- 
counteth that Sa/omoz left in writing certaine manners 
ofconiuration, by which hee notonly chafed away’ the 
diuell for the prefent time, but hee neuer had the hardi- 
nefle to returne againe to that body from whence he 
was once'fo-expelled . The fame Salomon fhewed al- 
fo.a roote of foabhominable {auour in: the diuels nofe, 
that 
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o4Cnae A” TheTriall of Wits. 
- thar if itwere applied to the nofthrils of the poflefled, he 
would forthwith fhake his eares and runne away. The 

diuell is fo flouinly, fo melancholike, and fo much an 

enemic to things neat, cheerefull, and cleere, that when 

Chrift entered-into the region of GeweXaret, S. Matthew 
recounteth, how certaine diuels met himindead catca- 
fes,which they had caught out of their graues,crying and 

faying, Je{« thou fonne of Dawid what haft thou to doe 

with vs, that thou art come before hand to torment vs ? 

we pray thee, that if thou be to driue vs out of this place 

where we ate, thou wilt yet let vs enter into that Heard 

of {wine which is yonder . For which reafon, the holy 

Scripture tearmeth them vneleane fpirits. Whence we 

plainely difcerne, that not onely the reafonable foule 

requireth fuch difpofitions in the bodie, that they may 

informe it, and bee the beginning of all his operations, 

but alfo hath need to foiourne therein, as in a place befit- 

ting his nature. , | 

The diuels then (being a fubftance of more perfeti- 
on) abhorre fome bodily qualities, and in the contrarie 
take pleafure and contentment. In fort, that this of Galen 
isno good argument, The reafonable foule through ex- 
ceffe of heat departs from the bodie, ergo itis cottupti- 
ble,in as much as the diuell doth thelike(as we haue {aid) 
and yet for all this is not mortall, 

But that which to this purpofe deferueth moft note, 
is, that the diuell not onely coueteth places alterable 
with bodily qualities, to foiourne there at his pleafure : 
but alfo when he will worke any thing which much im- 
porteth him, he {eres him(elfe with fuch bodily guali- 
ties as ate aidable to that effet. For if ] fhould demaund 
now, wherein the diuell erounded himfelfe, when min- 
ding to beguile Ewe, he entered rather into a venemous 
| ferpent, 




































ferpent, than into a horfe,a beare, a woolfe, or any other 
bealt, which were not of fo ghaftly thape 2 I wotnor 
what might be giuen in anfwere : welll know that Galez 
admitteth nat the fentences of Adofes, nor of Chrift our 
redeemer, becaufe (faith hee) they both {peake without 
making demonftration : but I haue alwaies defired to 


learne from fome Catholike the folution of this. doubt, 


and none hath yet fatisfied me. 

This is certaine (as alreadie we haue prooued) that 
burnt and inflamed choller, is an humour which tea- 
cheth the reafonable foule inwhat fort to pra&tife trea- 
fons and trecheries; and amongft brute beatts, thereis 
none which fo much partaketh of this humour as the 
ferpent, wherethrough more than all the reft (faych the 
{cripture)he is craftie and guilefull. The reafonable foule 
‘although it bethe meanett of allthe intelligences, par- 
takes yet the fame nature with the diuell and, the angels. 
And inlike manner, as there it takes the feruice of ve- 
nemous choller, to make a man wily and fubtile: fo the 
diuell (being entered into the bodie of this.cruell beaft) 
made himfelfe the more cunning and deceitfull . This 
manner of Philofophifing will not fticke much in the 
natural! Philofophers ftomackes, becaufe the fame carri- 
eth fome apparance that it may be fo: but that which 
will breed them more aftonifhment, is, that when.God 
would draw the world out of errour, and eafily tcach 
themi the truth (a worke contrarie to:'that which the di- 
ucll went about) he came in the thape of a doue, and.not 
of an cagle, nor a peacocke,nor of any other birds of fais 
rer figure: and the caufe knowne, is this, that the doue 
partaketh much of the humour which enclinetl to. vp- 
rightneffe, to plainneffe, to truth, and to fimplicitie, and 
wanteth choller, the inftrumentof guile & malicioufnes. 


None. 
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of Wits em 
None of thefe things are admitted by Galen, nor by 
the naturall .Philofophers : for they cannot conceiue, 
how the reafonable foule and the diueli (being fpirituall 
fubftances) can be altered by materiall qualities, as are 
heat,coldnefle,moifture, and drouth. For if fire bring in 
heat to the wood, it is becaufe they both poflefle a bodie 
and a quanititie, whereof they are the fubie&: the which 
faileth in {piricuall fubftances, and admit (as a thing yet 
impofsible) that bodily qualities might alter a fpiticuall 
fubftance , what eyes hath the diuell or the reafonable 
foule,wherewith to fee the colours and fhapes of things? 
or what {melling,to receiue fauouts? or what hearing, for 
muficke?‘or what feeling, to reft offended with much 
heat, {eeing that forall thefe, bodily inftruments are be- 






~ hooffull2 And if the reafonable foule, being feuered from 


the bodie, remaine agrecued, and receiue anguifh and 
fadnefle, it is not pofsible that his nature fhould reft free 
from alteration, or not come to corruption. Thefe dif 
ficulties and arguments perplexed Galex and the o- 
ther-Philofophers of our times, but with me they con- 
clude nothing. For when _Ariftorle affirmed, That the 
chiefeft propertie which fubftance had, was to be fub- 
ie&toaccidents, he reftrained the fame neither to bo- 
dily not to {pitituall : for the propertie of the generall 
is equally partaked by the {peciall, and fo he faid, that the 
accidents of the bodie paffe to the fubftance of the rea- 
fonable foule, and thofe of the foule tothe bodie : on 
which principle he grounded himfelfe, to write all chat 
which he vetered as touching Phéfwomy, efpecially, that 
the accidents by which the powers receiue alteration, 
are all {pirituall, without bodie, and without quantitie 
or matter: and fo they grow to multiplie in a moment, 
shrough their meane,and pafle through a glaffe-window 


7. 


tea 
With 











































The Triall of Wits. C hap 7°97 


without breaking the fame. And two contratie acci- 


dents may be extended in one felfe fubie&t ‘as much as. 


pofsibly they can be. In refpeét of which felfe qualitie; 
Galen tearmeth them vndiuidable, and the vulgar Phi- 
lofophers intentionall : and the matter being in'this fort, 
they may bee very well proportioned with the fpirituall 
fubftance. ‘ 
I.cannot forgoe to thinke, that the reafonable foule 
feuered from the bodie, as alfo the diuell, hatha powet 
fightfull, {melling, hearing, and feeling . The which 
(me feemeth) is eafieto be prooued : For if it be true, 
that their powers be knowne by meanes oftheir actions, 
it isa thing certaine,that the deuill hada {melling power, 
when hef{melled that root which Salomon commaun- 


_ ded fhould be applied to the nofthrils of the poffeffed : 


And likewife that he had a hearing power , feeing he: 
heard the muficke which Dawid madeto Saule. To fay 


then, thatthe diuell receiued thefe qualities by his va- 
derftanding, it is a matter not auouchable in the do&trine 
of the vulgar Philofophers’: For this power is {pititu- 
all, andthe obieéts of the fiue fences are materiall: and 
fo it behooueth to feeke out fome other powers in the 
reafonable foule, and inthe diuell, to which they may 
catrie proportion. Andif not, putcafe thatthe foule of 
the rich glutton had obtained at the hands of Cabra- 
ham, that the foule of La%arus fhould retutne to the 
world, to preach to his brethren, and perfuade them 
that they fhould become honeft men, to the end they 
might not paffe to that place of torments where him- 
felfe abode: Idemaund now,in what mannet the foule of 
LaXarus fhould haue knowne to goe to the citie, and to 
thofe mens houfas; and if the fame had met them by the 
way, in companie with others, whether it could haue 
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98 Crag’ The Trial of Wits. 
knowne them by fight,and been able to diuerfifie them, 
from thofe who came with them ? and if thofe brethren 
of the rich glutton, had inquired of the fame who it was, 
and who had fent it : whether the fame did partake anie 
power to heare their words ? The fame may be demaun- 
ded of the diuell when he followed after Chrift our re- 
deemer, hearing himto preach, and fecing the myracles 
which he did,and in that difputation which they had to- 
gither in the wilderneffe, with what eares the diuell re- 
ceiued the words and the anfweres which Chrift gaue 
vntohim. 

Verily, it betokens a want of vnderftanding, to thinke ' 
that the diuell or the reafonable foule (fundered from 
the bodie) cannot know the obieéts of the fine fences, 
albeit they want the bodily inftruments . For by the 
fame reafon I will prooue vntothem, that the reafona- 
ble foule, feuered trom the bodie, cannot vnderftand, 
imagine, nor performethe actions of memorie. For if 
whileft the fame abideth inthe bodie, it cannot fee be- 
ing depriued of cies : neither can it difcourfe or remem- 
ber, if the braine be inflamed. To fay then, that the rea- 
fonable foule, feuered fromthe bodie, cannot difcourfe, 
becaufe it hath no braine , is a follie verie great , the 
which is proved by the felfe hiltorie of Cbrabam. Son 
remember, that thoy haft enioyed good things in thy 
life time, and LaYarws likewile euill, but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented. And befides all this, 
there is placed betwixt you and ys a great Chaos, in fort 
that thofe who would paffe from hence to you, cannot, 
nor from youto vs. And he faid,] pray thee then, O fa- 
ther, that thou wilt fend to my fathers houfe, for I haue 
fue brothers, that he may yeeld teftimonie vnto them, 
fo.as they come not alfo to this place of torments. 


WV hence 
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Whence I conclude, that as thefe two foules difcourfed 
betweenethemfclues, andthe rich glutton remembted, 
that he had fiue brothers in his fathers houfe, and bra- 
ham brought to his remembrance the delicious life 
which he had liued in the world, together with Larue 
penance, and this without vie of the braine:fo alfo the 
foules can fee without bodily eyes, heare without eares, 
taft without a tongue,{mell without nofthrils,and touch 
- without finewes and without flefh, and that much better 
beyond comparifon. The like may bee vnderftood of 
the diuell, for he partaketh the fame nature with the rea- 
- fonable foule. | 

All thefe doubts the foule of the rich glutton will ve- 
ry well refolue : of whom S. Zeke recounteth, That be- 
ing ia hell,he lifted vp his eyes,and beheld Lazaras,who 
was in C4brahams bofome, and with a loud voice {aid : 
Father Abraham haue mercic on me, fend La{arus, that 
he may dip the poine of his finger in water, and coole 
my rongue,for 1am tormented in this fame. Out of the 
pafled doatrine, and out of that whichis there read, we 
gather, that the fire of hell butnech the foules,and is ma- 
‘teriall as this of ours, and that the fame annoyed the rich 
elutton and the other foules (by Gods ordinance) with 
his heat, and that if Zazarws had carried co hima pitcher 
of frefh water, hee fhould haue taken great refrefhment 
thereof : and the reafon is very plaine, for if that foule 
could notendure to abide in the bodie, through excef- 
fiue heat of the Feauer, and when the fame dranke frefh 
water, the foule felt refrefhment, why may not wee con- 
ceiue the like, @When the foule is vnited with the flames 
of the fire infernall2 The rich Gluttons lifting vp of his 
- eyes, his thirftic congue,and Lazard finger, ate all names 
of the powers of the foule, that fo the Scriptures might 
H ij -_exprefle 
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ground not themfelues on naturall Philofophie, viter a 
thoufand follies. But yet hence it cannot be concluded, 
that if the reafcnable foule partake griefe' and forrow 
(for that his nature is alecred by contrary qualities) there- 
fore the fame is corruptible or mortall: For afhes,though 
they be compounded of the foure elements, and of aéti- 
onand power, yet there is no naturall agent in the world 
which can cortupt them, ortake from them the quali- 
ties that are agreeable to their nature. The naturall tem- 
perature of afhes, we all know to be cold and drie, but 
though wee caft them neuer fo much into the fire, they 
will not leefe their radicall coldnefle which they enioy : 
and albeit they remaine a hundred thoufand yeares in the 
water, it is impofsible that(being taken thence) they hold 
any naturall moiftute of their owne: and yet for all this, 
We cannot but grant, that by fire they receiue heat,and by 
water maafture. But thefe two qualities are fuperficiall in 
the afhes,and endure afmall time in the fubie@; for taken 
from the fire, forthwith they become cold, and ftom the 
water they abide not moiftan houre. — 

But there is offered a doubt in this difcourfe and 
reafoning of the rich glurton with Arabam, and that 
is, How the foule of Abyahamwas indowed with better 
reafon than that of the rich man: it being alleadged be- 
fore , that all reafonable foules (iftued out of the bodie) 
are of equall perfe€tion and knowledge? whereto wee 
may an{were in one of thefetwo manners. The firftis, 
that the Science and knowledge which the foule put- 
chafeth , whileft it remaineth in the bodie, is not loft 
when a man dieth, but ‘rather groweth more perfed, for 
heis freed from fomeettors. The foule of Abraham,de- 
patted out of this life, replenithed with: wifedome, and 
| with 




































with many reuelations and fecrets which God com- 
municated ynto him, as his very ftiend: but that of the 
rich glutton, it behooued that of necefsitie it fhould de- 
patt away ignorant : firft, by reafon of his finne, which 
createth ignorance ina man: and next, for that riches 
herein worke a contratie effeCt ynto pouettie : this gi 
ueth a man wit, as hereafter we may well prooue, and 
profperitie reaueth isaway . There may alfo another 
anfwere be giuen after our do&trine , and itis this, that 
the matter of which thefe two foules difputed , was 
fchoole-diuinitie : For,to know whether abiding in hell 
there were place for mercie, and whether Lazarus might 
pafle vnto hell, and whether it were conuenient to fend 
a deceafed perfon to the world, who fhould giue notice 
to the living of the torments which the damned there 
indured, are all {choole-points ; whofe decifion appet- 
taineth to the ynderftanding , as hereafter I will make 
proofe. And amongft the firft qualities, there is none 
which fo much garboileth this power, as excefsiue heat, 
with which the rich Glutton was fo tormented’. But 
the foule of Wabraham made his abode in a place moft 
temperate, where it enioyed great delight and reftefh- 
ment : and therefore it bred no great woonder , thar 
the fame was better ableto difpute. I concluding then, 
that the reafonable foule and the diuell in their opera- 
tions vfe the feruice of material qualities, and that by 
fome they reft agreeued, and by other fome they receive 
contentment. And for this reafon they couet to make 
abode in fome places, and flie from fome other, and yet 
notwithf{tanding are not corruptible, | 
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How there may be afigued to encry difference of wit his Sci- 
ence which fhalbe corre/pondent to himinparticular:and 
that which ws repugnant and contrarie,be abandoned. 


ous LI artes (fayth Cicero) are placed 
<} vider -certaine vniuerfall princi- 
ples : which being learned with 
fiudieand trauaile, finally we fo 
a. \ growto attaine vnto them: but 
gf —At_ theart of Poefie is in this fo {pe- 
Ge KEN Ga cS ciall, as if God or Nature make 
| notamana Poer, litcle auailes it 

to deliuer him the precepts and rules of verfitying . For 
which caufe hee faid thus, The ftudying and learning of 
other matters confifteth in precepts and in artes : but a 
Poet taketh the courfe of Natureitfelfe, and is ftitred vp 
by the forces of the mind, and as it were enflamed by a 





certaine dinine fpitic. But herein Czcero (warued from tea- 


fon: forverily there is no Science or Art deuifed in the 
commonwealth, which if aman wanting capacitie for 
himfelfe to applic, he fhall reape any profitthereof ; al- 
beit hee toile all the daies of his life in the precepts and 
rules of the fame: but if he applie himfelfe to that which 
is agreeable with his naturall abilitie, we fee that he will 
Jearne in two daies. The like wee fay of Poefic without 
any difference,that ifhe whe hath any anfwerable nature, 
giuc himfelfe to make verfes, hee performeth the fame 
With great perfection, and if otherwife, he fhall neuer be 
good Poet. 

This being fo, it feemeth now high time to learne by 
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way of Art, what difference of Science is anfwerable in 
particular to what difference of wit, to the end, that eues 
rie one may vaderitand with diftinGion ( after he is ace 
guainted with his owne nature) to what Arthee hatha 
naturall difpofition. The Arts and Sciences which are 
gotten by the memoric, are thefe following, Latina, 
Grammar , or of whatfocuer other language, the Theo- 
ricke ot thelawes, Diuinitie pofitine, Cofmographie, and 
Arithmeticke. 

Thofe which appertaine to the vnderftanding, are 
Shoole diuinitie, the Theoricke of Phificke, Logicke, natu 
ralland morall Phrlofophie,and the praéticke of the lawes, 
Which we teatme pleading . From a good imagination 
{pring all the Arts and Sciences, which confift in figure, 
correlpondencie, harmonie, aid proportion : fuch. are 
Poetie, Eloquence,Muficke, and the skill of preaching: 
the praGtife of Phificke, the Mathematicals, * {trologie, 
and the gouerning of a Common-wealth: the art of 
W arfare, Painting, Drawing, Wuiting, R cading, to be 
a man gracious, pleaaat, neat, witie in managing, and 
all the engines aud deutces which artificers make : befides 
a certaine {peciall gift, whereacthe vulgar maruclleth, and 
that is, to endite diucrs matters, vnto foure; wha: write 
together,and yet all to be penned in good fort.Ofall this 
we cannot make euident demonttration, nor proue cue- 
ry point by it felfe ; Forit were an infinit peece of worke, 
notwithftanding by making proole thereot in three or 
foure Sciences, the fame reafon will aiterwards pre- 
uaile for the reft. 

Inthe catalogue of Sciences, which we {aid appertai- 
ned tothe memotie, we placed the Latine tongue, and 
fuch ocher,as all the nations in the world doe {peake : the 
which no wife man willdenie : for congues were deuifed 
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104 Chak 8 The Trial of Wits. 
~ by men, that they might communicate amongft them. 
felues, and exprelle one to another their conceits, with- 
out that in them there lie hid any other myfterie or natu- 
vall principles: for that the firft deuifers agreed togither, 
and after their belt liking (as driftotle faith) framed the 
words, and gauc to euery each his fignification. From 
hence arofe fo great a number of words, and fo manic 
manners of {peech fo farre befides rule and reafon, that if 
» aman had nota good memotie, it were impofsible to 
Jeatne them with any other power. How little the vn- 
derftanding and the imagination make for the putpofe, 
to Iearne languages and manners of {peech, 1s eafily 
prooued by childhood : which being the age wherein 
man moft wanteth thefe two powers, yet(Gith Arcfotle) 
children learne any language mote teadily than elder 
men ,though thefe are endowed witha better difcourfe of 
reafon. And without further {peech, experience plainely 
prooucth this, for fo muchas we fee, that if a Bifcane of 
thirtic or fortie yeeres age come todwell in Caftilia,he 
will neuer learne this language : but if he be but a boy, 
within two or three yeares you would thinke him borne 
in Toledo. The fame befals in the Latine tongue, and in 
thofe of all the reft of the world : for all languages hold 
one felfe confideration. Then ifiin the age when me- 
toric chiefly raigneth, and the vnderftanding and the 
imagination leaft , languages are better learned than 
when there growes defect of memotie, and an encteafe 
_ Of vnderftanding ; it fals out apparant, that they are pur- 
chafed by the memorie, and by none other power. Lan- 
Suages (faith _4ré/fotle) cannot be gathered out by rea- 
fon, nor confift in difcourfe or difputations, for which 
caufe it is neceffarie to heare the word from another, 
zand the fignification which it beareth, and to kcepe the 
| fame 
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fame in mind,and fo he prooueth, that if a man be borne 


-deafe, it followes of necefsitie that hee bee alfo dumbe, 


for hee cannot heare from another the alteration of the 
names, nor the fignification which was giuen them by 
the firft deuifer. 

That languages ate at pleafure, and a conceit of mens 
braines,and noughtelfe,is plainely prooued; for inthem 
all may the f{ciences be taught, andin each is to be fayd 
and expreffed that which by the other is inferred. There- 
fore none of the graue authors attended the learning of 
firange tongues, thereby to deliuertheir conceits : but 
the Greckes wrot in Grecke, the Romanes in Latine,the 


_ Hebrues in the Hebrue language , and the Moores in 


Arabique, and fo doe] in my Spanifh, becaufe I know 
this better than any other. The Romanesas lords of the 
world, finding it was neceflarie to haue one common lan- 
euage,by which all nations might haue commerce toge- 
thet,and themfelues be able to heare and vnderftand fuch 
as came to demaund iuftice, and things appertaining to 
their gouernment,commaunded that inall places of their 
empire there fhould {chooles be kept, where the Latine 
tongue might be taught, and fo this vfage hath endured 
euei to our time. | ) | 

Schoole-diuinitie, it is a matter certaine chatit apper- 
taineth to the vnderftanding, prefuppofing that the ope- 
rations of this power are to diftinguifh, conclude, dif 
courfe, iudge, and make choice; for nothing isdone in 
this facultie, which isnotto doubt for inconuentences,, 
co anfweie with diftinétion, and againft the an{were to 
conclude that which is gathered in good confequence, 
and to returne to replication, vntill the vnderftanding 
find whereto fete. But the greatelt proofe which in 


« this cafe may bee made, is to giue to vaderftand with 
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106 Shea The Triall of Wits. 

how great difficultie the Latine tongue is toyned with 
Shoole diuinitie, and how ord natily it falleth not out, 
that one felfe man is a good Latinift and a profound 
{choller : at which effe&t, {ome curious heads, who haue 
lighted hereon,much maruelling, procured to fearch out 
the caufe from whence the fame might fpring, and by 
their conceit found, that Schoole duimtie being written 
in an eafie and common language,and the great Latinifts 
hauing. accuftomed theireare to the well founding and 
fine ftile of Cicero, they cannot applie themfelues to this 
other. But well fheuld it fall out forthe Latinifts,if this 
were the canfe: for, forcing their heating by vie, they 
fhould mect witha remedie for this infirmitie : burto 
{peake truth, it is rather ahead ach than an.eare-fore. 
Such asare skilfull inthe Latine tongue, it is neceflarie 
that they haue a great memorie : for otherwile, they can 


neucr become fo perfeét ina tongue which is not theirs: 


and becaufe a creat and happie memorie is’as it were 
conttatie to a great and high railed vndérftanding, in 
one fubiect, where theone is placed, the other is chaled 

away. | 
Hence remaineth it, that he who hath not fo deepe 
and lofrie an vnderitanding (a power whereto appertai- 
neth, to diltinguifh, conclude, difcourfe , judge, and 
chufe) cannot foone attaine the skill of Schoole dininitie. 
Let him that will not allow this reafon fot currant pay- 
ment,tead S. Thoms, Scot, Durand, and Catetane, who 
ate the principall in this facultie,and in them he fhall find 
Many excellent points endired and written, ina ftile ve- 
ty cafic and common. And this proceeded ftom none 
other caufe, than that thefe graue authours had from 
their childhood a feeble miemorie, for profittng in the 
Latine tongue.But comming to Logicke, Adetaphifick,and 
‘i Schoole . 






The Treall of Wits. g% ros 
Schoole diuinitie, they reaped that great fruit which wee 
fee, becanfe they had great vnderftanding. 

Ican fpeake of a Schoole diwine (and many other can 
verefic the fame, that knew and conuerfed with him) 
who being a principall man in this facultie, not onely 
fpake not finely, nor with well fhaped fentences, in imi- 
tation of Crcero:but whileft he read ina chaire, his {chol- 
Jers noted in him, that he had lefle thana meane know- 
ledge in the Latine tongue: Therefore they councelled 
him (as men ignorant of this do€trine) that he thould {e- 


cretly fteale fome houre of the day from Schoole dinini- 


se, and employ the fame in reading of Cicero. Who 
knowing this countell to proceed from his good friends, 
not onely procured to remedie it priuily, but.alfo pub- 
lickly after he had read the matter of the trinitie,and how 
the diuine word might take flefh, he meant to heare a 


lecture of the Latine tongue: andit fell oura matter wor- 


thie confideration, that in the log time while he did. fo, 
hee not onely learned nothing of new, but grew wel- 
neereto leefe chat little Latine which he bad before, and 
fo at la{t was driven to reade in the vulgar - Pixs the 
fourth enquiring what diuines were of moft {peciall 
note at the counfell of Tresr, he wastoldof a mott fin- 
gular Spazdh diuine, whofe folutions , anfweres, argue 
ments, and diftinQions, were wotthie of admiration : 
the Pope therefore defirous to fee and know {o-tare a 
man, fent word ynto him that he thould come to Rome, 
and render him account of what was done inthe Couns 
cell. Hee came, and the Pope did him. many fauouts, 
amongft the reft commaunded. him to be coueted, and 
taking him by the hand,led him walking to CaftleS. Airs 
gelo, and {peaking very good Latine,fhewed him his de- 
uice touching certaine fortifications which he was then 

about 
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about to make the Caftle ftronger, asking his opinion in 


fome particulars: but he anfwered the Pope fo intricate- 
ly; for thavhe could not fpeake Latine, that the Spanith 
Embafladour,who at that time was Don Lewes de Reque- 
evs, great Commander of Ca/tilia,was faine to ftep forth 
to grace him with his Latine; and to turnethe Popes dif- 
courfe into another matter. Finally, the Pope faid to 


his Chamberlains, it was not pofsible tharthis, man had’ 


fo much skill in diuinitie, as they made report, feeing he 
had fo little knowledge in the Latine congue. But if as 
he proued him inthis toung,which is a worke of memo- 
ric, and in platforming, anid building, which belong to 
the imagination, fo he had ‘ried him ina matter appet- 
taining tothe vnderftanding , he would haue vetered 
diuine ‘confiderations . In the Catalogue of Sciences, 
which appertaine to the imagination, we placed Poettie 
amoneft the firft, and that not by chance nor for want 
of confideration, but thereby to giuenotice, how fatre 
off thofe who haue.a {peciall gift in poetrie, are from yn- 

-derftanding. For wee thall find, that the {elfe difficultie 
which the Latine tongue holdeth in yniting with Schoole 
diuinitie,is al(o found (yeaand beyond compatifon fatre 
greater) betweene this facultie and the art of verfifying : 
and the fame is fo contrarie to the vnderftanding,that by 
the felfe reafon for which manislikely to proue fingular 
therein, hee may take his leaue of all the’other {ciences 
which appertaine to this power, and alfo tothe Latine 
tongue, through the contrarietie which a good imazina- 
tion beareth to great memortie. 

For the firft of thefe two, 4ri/fotle found not the tea- 
fon. but yet confirmed mine opinion by experience, 
faying : Marke, a citizen of Siracufa, was belt Poct, 
when he loft his vnderftanding, and the caule is, for that 
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The Triall of Wits. &-® 109 
the difference of the imagination, to which Poetrie be- 
longeth, is that which requireth three degtees of heat, 
and this qualitie fo extended (as wee haue before ex- 
prefled) breeds an veter lofle of the vndetftanding, the 
which was obfetued by the fame 4vz/fotle. For he affir- 
meth, that this Marke the Stracufane growing to mote 
temperature, enioyed a better vnderftanding, but-yethe 
attained not to verfifie fo well, through default of hear, 


with which, this difference of the imagination worketh. 


And this Cécero wanted, when going about to defcribe 
in verfe the heroicall ations of his Confulfhip, and the 
happie birth of Rome, in that fhe was gouerned by him, 
he faid thus, O fortunatam natam me confule Romam. For 
which caufe, Zusenall not conceiuing, that to aman en- 
dowed with fo rare a wit, as Cicero, poettic was a matter 
repugnant, did Satitically nip him, faying, If thou hadft 
rehearfed the Philsppicks again{t Atarke Antony, anwete- 
able to the tune of {o bada verfe, it fhould not haue coft 
thy life. Be 

But wotfe did P/ato ynderftand the fame, when hee 
faid, that Poetrie was no humane Science, but a diuine 
reuelation. For if the Poets were not rauifhed befides 
themrelues, or full of God, they could not makenor ve- 
terany thing worthie regard. And he prooueth it by a 
reafon , aulouching, that whileft a man abideth in his 


found iudgement, he cannot verfifie. But _aviffotle re- 


prooueth him, for affirming that the art of Poettie is not 


an abilitie of man, butareuelation of God: And he ad-. 


mitteth, that a wife man, and who is free poflefled of his 
indgement , cannot bee a Poet : and the reafon is, be- 
caufe where there refteth much vnderftanding, it beho- 
ueth of force, that there befall want of the imagination, 
whereto appertaineth the Art of verifying: which may 
tne: 
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310 CO*QS= The Trial of Witsé 

the more apparently be prooued, knowing that Socrates 

after he had learned the art of Poetrie,for all his precepts 

and rules, could not make fo much as one verfe: and yet 

notwithftanding, he was by the oracle of -spollo adiud- 
ed the wifeft man of the world. 

I hold it then for certaine , that the boy who will 
ptoouc of a notable vaine’ for verfifying, andto whom, 
vpon euerie fleight confideration , confonances offer 
themfelues, fhall ordinarily incurre hazard not to leatne 
well the Latine tongue, Logicke, Philofophie, Phificke, 
Schoole-diuinitie , and the other artes and f{ciences, 
which appertaine to the vnderftanding, and to the me- 
morie. For which caufe wee fee by experience, that if 
wee charge furch a boy to forme a sominatine without 
booke, he will not learne irintwo-or three daies : but if 
there be a Icafe of paper written in verfe, to be recited in 
any comedie, in two tutnes he fixeth' them in his me- 
morie. Thefe loofe themfelues by reading bookes of 
chiualrie : Orlando , Boccace, Diana of Monte magegior, 
and fuch other deuices: for all thefe are woikes ot the 
imagination. W hat fhall we fay then of the harmonie of 
the Organs, and of the finging men of the Chappell, 
whofe wits are moft vnprofitable for the Latine tongue, 
and for all other Sciences which appertaine to the vn- 
derftanding and tothe memorie?the like reafon ferueth 
in playing on inftruments, and all forts of muficke . By 
thefe three examples which wee haue yeelded, of the 
Latine,of Schoole-diuinitie, and of Poetiie,we fhall yn- 
derftand this dotine to be true, and that we haue duly 
made this partition, albeit we make not the like mention 
in the other arts. 

Writing alfo difcouereth the imagination, and fo we 
fee, that few men of good ynderftanding doe write a 
faire 
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faire hand, and to this purpofe I haue noted many ex- 
amples : and {pecially I haue knowne a moft learned 
Schoole-diuine, who fhaming at himfelfe to fee how 
bada hand he wrote, durft not write a letter to any man, 
nor to anfwere thofe which were fent to him : fo as he 
determined with himfelfe, to get a Scriuener fectetly to 
his houfe, who fhould teach him to frame a reafonable 
letter that might paffe, and hauing for many daics ta- 
ken paines herein, it prooued loft labour, and he rea 
pedno profit thereby. Wherefore, as tyred out, he for- 
fooke the praétife: and the teacher, who had taken him 
in hand, grew aftonithed, to feea man fo learned in his 
profefsion, to be fo vntoward for writing. But my felfe, 
who relt well aflured, that writing is a worke of the ima- 
gination, held the fame fora naturall effect. And if any 
man bee defirous to fee and note it, let him confider the 
Schollers, who get their liuings in the Vniuerfities, by 
copying out of writings in good forme , and he fhall 
find, that they can little skill of Grammer, Logicke, and 
Philofophie,and ifthey ftudie Phificke or Diuinitie,they 
fifh nothing neere the bottome. The boy then, who 
with his pen can trickea horfe to the life, and aman in 
good fhape, and can make a good paire of it 
ferues little to employ himin any fort of learning, but 
will doe beft, to fer him to fome painter, who by art may 
bring forward his nature. 

To reade well and with readineffe, difcouereth alfo 
a cettaine {pice of the imagination, and if the fame be 
very effectual! it booteth little to fpend much time at 
his booke, but fhall doe better to fet him to get his lining 
by reading of proceffes. Here a thing note-worthie of- 
fereth it felfe, and that is, that the difference of the ima- 


gination, which maketh men eloquent and pleafant, 1s 
contrari¢ 
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112 Chepis- The Triall of Wits: | 
contratie to that which is behoofefull fora man to read - 
with facilitie, wherethrough none who is prompt-witted 
can learne to read without ftumbling, and putting too 
fomewhat of his owne head. 7 

To play well at Primero, andto face and vie, and to 
hold and giue ouer when time ferueth, and by conie- 
tures to know his aduerfaries game, and the skill of dif~ 
carding, are all workes of the imagination. The like wee 
fay of playing at Cest,and at Triumph,though not fo far 
forth as the Primero of  Almaigne:and the fame not only 
maketh proofe and demonftration of the difference of 
the wit, but alfo difcouereth all the vertues and vices in 
aman. For at euery moment there’are offered occafi- 
ons inthis play, by whichia man fhall difcouer, what he 
would doe in mattets of greatimportance, if oportunitic 
ferued. 

Chefle-play is one of the things which beft difcoue- 
reth the imagination: for hee that makes ten or twelue 
faire draughts one after another:on the Chefle-boord, 
giues an euill tokenof profiting inthe Sciences which 
belong to the vnderftanding, and to the memotie, yn- 
leffe it fall out, that he make an vnion of two ot three 
powers, as we haue alreadie noted. Andifa very learned 
Schoole-diuine (of mine acquaintance) had been skilled 
in this dotrine, he fhould thaue got notice of a matter, 
which made him very doubtful. He vfed to play often 
"with a feruant of his, and lighting moftly on the loffe, 
told him, much mooued: Sitha, how comes it to pafle, 
that thou who canft skill neither of Latine,nor Logicke, 
not Diuinitic, though thou haft Rudied it, yet beateft 
me that am full of Scot and S. Thomas 21s it polsible that 
thou fhouldeft haue a better wit than I > vetily I cannot 
belecue it , except the diuell reueale ynto thee what 
draughts 
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draughts thou fhouldft make: and the mifterie was, that 
he had gteat vnderftanding, with which he attained the 
delicacies of Scot and Thomas, but wanted that difference 
of imagination, which ferueth for Chefle-play, whereas 
his {cruant had an ill vnderftanding,and a bad memorie, 
buta good imagination. The Schollers who haue their 
bookes well righted, and their chamber well drefled, and 
cleane kept, euery thing in his due place and order, haue 
a certaine difference of imagination,very contrary to the 
viderftanding,and to the memotie. 

Sucha like wit haue men who goeneat and hand- 
fomely appatelled, who looke all about their cape fora 
mote, and take diflikeat any one wite plait of their: gat- 
ment, this (afluredly) {pringeth from their imagination, 
For if aman that had no skill inverfifying, nor towardli- 
neffe thereunto,chance to fall inoue, fodainly (faith P/e- 
to) he becomes a Poet,and very trim aug handfome: for 
loue heateth and drieth his braine, and thefe are quali- 
ties which quicken the imagination: the like (as Z#wenall 
noteth) anger doth effect, which pafsion heaterh alfo the 
braine: | 

Anger makes verfe,if Nature but denie. 

Gracious talkers and imitaters, and {uch as can hold 
at bay, hauea certaine differente of imagination, verie 
contrarie to the vnderftanding andto the memorie. For 
which caufe they neuct prooue learned in Grammar, 
Logicke, Schoole-diuinitie, Phificke, or the lawes. If 
then they bee wittie in managing, toward for cuety mat- 
ter they take in hand, readie in {peech, and an{wering to 
the purpofe: thefe are firto ferue in Coutts of iuftice, for 
follicitors, atturnics, marchants, and factors to buy and 
fell, but not for learning. Herein the vulgar is much 
deceiued, feeing them fo readie at all hands, and them 
J {cemaeth, 
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114 Chef The Triall of Wits. . 
feemeth, that if {uch gaue themfelues to learning, they 
would ptoue notable fellowes: but in fubftance there is. 
no wit Moretepugnant in matters of leatning,thanthefe. 
Children that are flow of {peech, haue amoiftnefie in 
their tongue, and alfo in their braine : but that weaving 
away, in procefle of time they become very eloquent, 
and greattalkers, through the great memorie which they 
get when that moifture is tempered. 

» This'we know by the things rofore rehearfed, befell 
that famous Orator Demo/thenes,of whom we faid, that 
Cicero matuelled, how being fo blunt of {peech when he 
was a boy, growing greater,he became fo eloquent.Chil- 
dren alfo, who haue'a good voice , and warble inthe 
throat, are moft vntoward for ail Sciences , and the rea- 
fon is, for thatthey are cold and moift. The which two 
qualities being vnited, we {aid before, that they breeda 
dammage in the reafonable part. Schollers who learne 
their leffonin {uch manner as their maifter deliuereth ir, 
and forecite thefame, it fhewes a token of a good me- 
mortic , but the vnderftanding fhall abie the bargaine. 
There are offered inthis do€trine fome problemesand 
doubts: the anfwere whereunto will perhaps yeeld more 
light to conceiue, than what we haue propounded 
doth carrie ttuth . The’ fitft is, whence it groweth that 
great Latinifts are more arrogant and prefumptuous’on 
their knowledge, than menvery well skilled in that kind 
of learning which appertaincth to the: vnderftanding ? 
in fort, that the prouerbe, to let vs know what manner 
of fellow a Grammarian is, fayth ; Thata Grammarian 
is atrogancie it felfe. The fecond is,whenceit commeth, 
thatthe Latine tongue is fo repugnant to the:Spanith 
capacities, and fo naturall to the French; Italian; Dutch, 
-Englith,and other Northernly nations, as we fee in their 


wotkes 











The Triall of 
workes, which by their good Latine phrafe ftraightwaies 
prooue the authour to haue beenc a ftranger, and by the 
barbaroufneffe and ill compofition wee know the fame 
for a Spaniards. The thirdis, for what reafon the things 
that are fpoken and written in the Latine tongue, found 
better, carrie a more loftineffe, and haue greater delica- 
cie than any other language how good {ocuer? we ha- 
uing auouched before, that all languages are nought 
els, but a conceit at pleafure of thofe who firft deuifed 
them, without holding any foundation in nature. The 
fourth doubt is, (eeing all Sciences, which appertaine to 
the vnderftanding,are written in Latin,how it can frame, 
that {uch as want memoric, may read and ftudie them in 
thofe bookes,whileft the Latine is (by this reafon) fo re- 
pugnant yntothem. 

Tothe firft probleme we anfwere,thatto know whe- 
thera man haue defe&t of vnderftanding, there fals out 
no token mote cettaine , than to fee him loftie, big 
looked, prefumptuous, defirous of honour, ftanding on 
tearmes, and full of ceremonies: And the reafon is , for 
that all thefe be workes, of a difference of the imagina- 
tion, which requiteth no more but one degtee of heat, 
wherewith the much moifture (which is requifite for the 
memorie) accordeth very fitly : forit wanteth force to 
xefolue thefame. Contvariwife, it is an infallible token, 
that if a man be naturally lowly, defpifer of himfelfc,and 
his owne matters,and that not only he vaunteth not, nor 
ptaifeth himfelfe, but fecles difpleafure atthe commen- 
dations giuen him by others , and takes, fhame. of pla- 
ces and ceremonies pertaining to. honout,, fuch a one 
may well be pointed at for a man of great vnder{tan- 
ding, but of {mall imagination and memotie. I {aid-na- 


turally lowly: for if he be fo by cunning,this is no certain 
I ij figne, 
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figne. Henceitcommeth, that as the Grammatians are 
men of great memorie, and make an vnion with this 
difference of the imagination : foit is of force, that they 
faile in vnderftanding, and be {uch as the prouerbe paints 
them forth. 

To the fecond probleme may be anfwered,that Galen 
enquiring out the wit of men by way of the tempera- 
tute of the region where they inhabit, fayth, That thofe 
who made abode vnder the North, haue all of them 
want of ynderftanding : but thofe who are feared be- 
tweene the North and the burned Zone, are of gteat 
wifedome : which fituation anfwereth dire€tly to our re- 
gion. And verily fo itis: for Spaine isnot fo cold as the 
places fubiccted to the Pole, nor fo hot as the burned 
Zone. The fame fentence doth _4riffotle produce, de- 
maunding, for what caufe fuch as inhabit very cold regi- 
ons pattake lefle vnderftanding than thofe who are born 
inthe hotter? and in the anfwere he verie homely han- 
dlesthe Flemmilh, Dutch, Englifh, and French, faying 
that their wits are like thofe of drunkards, for which caufe 
they cannot fearch out nor vnderftand the nature of 
things : and this is occafioned by the- much moifture 
wherewith their braine is replenifhed,and the other parts 
of the bodie : the which is knowne by the whitenefle of 
the face, and the golden colour of the haite, and by that 
it sa miracle, to find a Dutchman bald ? and aboue this 
they are generally great, and of tall ftature, through the 
much moifture, which breedeth encteafe of flefh. Butin 
the Spaniards we. difcerne the quite contrarie: they are 
fomwhat browne, they hatie black haire,ofmean ftatute, 
and for the moft part we {ee them bald. © Which difpofi- 
tion (faith Galez,) groweth, for that the braine is hot and 
dric. And if this be truc} it behooueth of force, that they 
be 
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be endowed with a bad memorie, and a good vnder- 
fianding, but the Dutchmen poffefle a great memorie, 
and {mall vnderftanding : for which caufe,the one can no 
skill of Latine, and the other eafily learne the fame. The 
reafon which Arz/fotle alleaged, to prouc the {lender vn- 
derftanding of thofe who dwell ynder the North, is,that 
the much cold of the countrey calleth backe the naturall 
heat inward by counterpofition, and fuffereth not the 
fame to {pread abroad: for which caufe,itpartaketh much 
moifture, and much heat, and thefe vnite a gteat memo- 


tic for. the languages , and a good imagination 5 with 


which they make clockes,bring the watet to Toledoyde- 


uile engines ,and workes of rare skill, which the Spamzards 
through defe& of imagination cannot frame themfelues 
voto : But fet them to Logicke, to Philofophie, to 
Schoole-diuinitie, to Phificke, or to the Lawes, and be- 
yond comparifon a Spaz wit , with his barbarous 
tearmes, will deliuer more rare points than a ftranger. 
For if you take fromthem this finefle and quaint phrafe 
of writing, there is nothing in them of rare inuention ot 
exquifit choice. | 
For confirmation of this do@rine, Galen faid, that in 
Scythia one onely man became a Philofopher 3 but in 4- 
thens there were many fuch:: as if he fhould fay, that in 
Scythia, whichis a Prouince ynder the North, it grew a 
myracle to feea Philofopher, but in 4thens they were 
all borne wife and skilfull. But albeit Philofophie and 
the other Sciences rehearfed by vs, be repugnantto the 
Northren people; yet they profit well inthe Mathema- 
ticals, andin Aftrologie, becaufethey haue a. goodima- 
gination. | 
The anfwere of the third probleme dependeth ypon a 
gueftion,much hammered betWeene Plato and Aysftotle : 
TL iy the 
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118 Chee s? The Trial of Wits. 
the one faith that there are proper names, which by their 
nature carrie fignification of things, and that much wie 
is requifit to deuife them. And this opigionis fauoured ° 
_ bythe diuine Scripture,who aftirmeth, that adam gaue 
-euery of thofe things which God {et before him, the pro- 
per name that beft was fitting for them. But Aé/forfe will 
not graunt, that in any tongue there can bee found any 
name,or manner of {peech, which can fignifie ought ofit 
owne nature, for that all names are deuifed and thaped 
after the conceit of men. VV hence we fee by experience, 
that wine hath aboue threefcore namies,and bread as ma- 
ny,in euery language his,and ofnone we can auouch that 
the fame. is naturall and agreeable thereunto, for then all 
in the world would vfe but that. But for all this, the {en- 
tence of Plato is truct: for put cafe that the firft deuifers 
fained the words at theit pleafure and will, yet was the 
fame by a reafonable inftin& communicated with the 
eare, with the nature of the thing, and with the good 
gtace and well founding of the pronuntiation, not ma- 
king the words ouer fhort or long, nor enforcing an va- 
{eemcely framing of the mouth in time of vererance, fet- 
ling the accent in his conuenient place,and obferuing the 
other conditions which a tongue fhould poflefle, to be 
fine,and not barbarous. 

Of this {clfe opinion with P/ato, wasa Spanifh gentle. 
man 3 who made it his paftime to write bookes of chiual- 
rie, becaufe he had acertaine kindof imagination,which 
entifeth men to faining and leafings. Of him itis repor- 
ted, that being to bring into his workes a furious Giant, 
he wentmany daies deuifing aname, which might in all 
points be anfwerable to his fiercencfle: neither could he 
lightvpon any, vntill playing one day at cards in his 
friends houfe, he heard dfe owner of the houfe fay, Ho, 
ha, 
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fichaboy, #74 qui tantos ; the Gentleman fo foone as he 
heard this name Traquitantos {odainly he tooke the fame 
for aword of full found in the care, and without any lon- 
get looking arofe,faying;gentleman I will play no more: 
for many daies are palit fithence I haue gone feeking 
out a name, which might fit well with a furious Giant, 
whom I bring into thofe volumes which [now am ma- 
king, and I could not find the fame, yntill I came to this 
houfe, where euer I receiue all courtefic. The curiofitie 
of this gentleman in calling the Giant Traquitantos, had 
alfo thofe firft men, who deuifed the Latine tongue , in 
that they found outa language of fo good found to the 
eare. Therefore wee need not matuell, that the things 
which are {poken and written in Latine, doe found fo 
well, and in other tongues fo ill : for their firft inuenters 
were barbarous. | 

The lat doubt I haue been forced to alleage, for fatit- 
fying of diuers who haue ftumbled thereon, though the 
{olution be very eafie: for thofe who haue great vndet- 
ftanding,are not vtterly depriued of memotie,in as mu ch 
as if they wanted the fame, it would fall out impofsible 
that the vnderitanding could difcourfe or frame reafons 5 
for this power is that which keepeth in hand the matter 
and the fantafies, whereon it behoucth to vie {peculation. 
But for thatthe fame is weake of three degrees of petfe- 
&ion, whereto men may attaine in the Latine tongue 
(namely, to vnderftand, to write, and to {peake the fame 
perfitly) it can hardly paffe the firft without fault and 
ftumbling. 
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CHAP. IX. 
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How it may be prooued, that the eloquence and fineneffe of 
 fpeech cannot find place in men of great under ftanding. 


—~S3 Ne of the graces by which the vul- 
\' gar is beft perfuaded, and thinketh 
\thata man hath much knowledge 
fand, wifedome, is, to heare him 
y } {peake with great eloquence ; to 
A haue a {mooth tongue, plentie of 
{weet and pleafant words, and to 
-alleage many examples fit forthe 
purpofe that is in hand : but this (verily) {pringeth from 
an ynion which the memorie maketh with the imagi- 
nation, ina degree and meafine of heat, that cannot re- 
folue the moifture of the braine,and ferueth to lift vp the 
figures, and caufe them to boile, wherethrough ate dif- 
couered many conceits and points to be viteted. In thts 
vaion it is impofsiblethat difcourfe may bee found; for 
we haue alteadie faid and prooued heretofore, that this 
power greatly abhorreth heat, and moifture cannot fup- 
portit. W hich doétrineif the ~4henians had knowne, 
they would not fo much haue matuelled to fee fo wife a 
man as Socrates not to haue the gift of veterance ; of 
whom , thofe who vnderftood how great his know- 
ledge was,faid, that his words and his fentences were like 
a wodden cheft knobbie and nothing trimmed on'the 
outfide, but that in opening the fame, within it held 
lineamentes and portraitures of rare admiration. In 
the fame ignorance reft they , who attempting to ren- 
der areafon of Aréffotles bad ftile and obfcurenefe, Laid: 
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That of fet purpofe,and becaufe he would that his works 
fhould carrie authoritie, he wrot vnder riddles, and with 
fo flender ornament of words, ‘and fimple manner of de- 
liuerance.. And if we confider alfo the fo harfh procee- 
ding of P/ato, and the breefeneffe with which he writeth, 
the obfcuritie of his reafons, and the ill placing of the 
parts of his tale, we fhall find, that nought elfe faue this 
occafioned the fame. For fuch alfo we findthe workes of 
Hippocrates, the thefts which he commixteth of Nownes 
and Verbes, the ill difpofition of his fentences, and the 
weake foundation of his reafons, to {tuffe out the emptie 
places of his do&trine : What will you more? vulefle, 
that when he would yeeld.a verie patticular reckoning 
to his friend Damagetus, how _ Artaxerxes king of Perfia 
had fent for him, promifing him as much goldand fil- 
uet as he lift himfelfe, and to make him one of the great 
ones of his kingdome: hauing plentie of anfweres to fo 
many demaunds, he writ onely thus ; The king of Perfia 
hath fent for me, not knowing that with me the refpect 
of wifdome is greater thanthat of gold. Farewell. 

WV hich matter if it had paffed through the hands of any 
other man of good imagination and memotie, a whole 
leafe of paper would not haue fufficed to fet it forth. 

But who would haue beene fo:hardie to alleage for 
the purpofe of this do@trine, the example of S. Pawle,and. 
to affirme,that he was a man of great vndetftanding and. 
little memorie, andthat with thefe his forces, he could 
not skill of tongues, nor deliuer his mind in them poli- 
fhedly and with gracefulneffe , .if himfelfe had not fo: 
faid; Ireckonnot my felfe to haue done leffe than the 
greateft Apoftles, for though I be ignorant of {peech,, 
yetlam not fo invnderftanding : asif he fhould fay; I 
confefle that I haue notthe gift of veterance, but for {c1- 
ence: 
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122 ME The Trial of Wits, 
ence and knowledge, none of the greateft Apoftles go- 
eth beyond me. -VV hich difference of wit was fo appro- 
priatto the preaching of the Gofpell, that choice could 
not be made of a better, for, thata preacher fhould bee 
eloquent, and haue great furniture of queint tearmes, is 
not a matter conuenient : forthe force of the Oratours 
of thofe daies , appeared in making the hearers repute 
things faife for true ; and what the vulgar held for good 
and behoofefull, they,vfing the precepts of their art, per- 
faded the contrarie, and maintained, that it was better 
to be poore than rich, .ficke than whole, fond than wife, 
and other points manifeftly repugnant to the opinion 
of the vulgar. For which caufe the Hebrues tearmed 
them Geragnin that isto fay Deceiuers.Of the fame opi- 
nion was Cato the mote, and heldthe abode of thefe in 
Rome for very dangerous,in as muchas the forces of the 
Romane empire were grounded on atmes : and they 
began then to perfusade, that the Romane youth fhould 
abandon thofe, and giue themfeluesto this kind of wif 
dome ; therefore (in breefe) he procured them to be ba- 
nifhed out of Rome, forbidding them eucr to returne 
againe. If God then had fought out an eloquent prea- 
cher, who fhould haue vfed ornament of {peech,and that 

chad entered into Athens or Rome , auouching that 
in Hierufalem the Iewes had crucifieda man, who was 
very God, and that he died of his owne accord to te- 
deeme fianers, and rofe againethe third day, and afcen- 
ded into heauen, where he now fitteth ; what would the 
hearers haue thought, faue that thefe things were fome 
of thofe follies and vanities which the Oratours were 
Wont to perfuade by the force of their art? For which 
caule,S. Paul {aid : For Chrift fent me not to baptife, bur 
to preach the gofpell,and that notin wifdome of words, 
leaft 
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leaftthe croffe of Clirift might proue in vaine. The wit 
of S. Pawlewas appropriat to this feruice, for he hada 
large difcourfe to proue in the fynagogues and amonett 
the Gentils, That Fefus Chrift was the Mefsias promi- 
fed in the law, and that it was boodleffe tolooke for any 
other: and herewithall he was of flender-:memotie, and 
therefore he could not skill to fpeake with ornament and 
(weet.and well relifhed tearmes, and this was that which 
was behoofefull for preaching of the Gofpell._ J will not 
maintaine (forall this) that S. Pawlehad not the gift of 
tongues, but that he could {peake all languages as he did 
his owne: neither am I of opinion, that to defend the 
name of Chrift, the forces of his great vnderftanding 
fufficed, if there hadnot beene ioyned therewithall the 
meane of grace, and a {peciall ayd which God to that 
purpofe beftowed vpon him: it fufficeth me only to fay, 
That fapernaturall gifts worke better, when they light 
vponanapt difpofition, than ifa man were of himfelfe 
vntowatd and blockith. Hereto alludeth that do&trine 
_ of S. Hierome, whichis found in his Proeme vpon E/ay 
and Hieremie 3 where asking what the caufe is, that it be- 
ing one felfe holy ghoft which fpake by the mouth of 
Hieremie and of E/ay, one of them propounded the mat- 
ters which he wrot with fo great elegancie, and Hieremie 
fcarcely wift how to {peake : to whichdoubt he an{we- 
reth, That the holy-gho!t applieth it felfe to the naturall 
manner of proceeding ofeach Prophet, without that his 
grace varieth their natute,or teacheth them the language 
wherein they are to publith their prophefie . Therefore 
we muft vnderftand, that E/zy was.a noble gentleman 
brought vpin coutt, and inthe citie of Hierufalem, and 
for this caufe had orament and polifhednefle of {peech: 
- But Hieremie was born and reared ina village of Hierufa- 
: | | lets 
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124 Shab. The Tria of Wits, 
lem,called _Auathochites blunt and rude in behauiour, as 
a countrey petfon, and of fucha ftile the holy ghoft vied 
the feruice in the prophecie which he commanded yn- 
to him. The fame may be faid of S.Pan/s Epiftles,that the 
holy Ghoft dwelled in him, when he wrote them, to the 
end he might not etre, but the language and manner of 
{peech was S.Paw/snaturall,applied to the do@trin which 
he wrotesfor the truth of Schoolediuinitie abhorreth ma- 
ny words . But the praétife of languages, and the orna- 
ment and polifhment of {peech may very well be ioy- 
hed with pofitiue diuinitie : for this facultie appertai- 
neth to the memotie, and is nought els fauea mafle of 
words and catholicke fentences, taken out of the holy 
doéors, and the diuine Scripture, and preferued in this 
power, as the Grammarian doth with the flowers of the 
Poets, Virgil, Horace, Terence, and other Latine authors 
whom he readeth: who meeting occafion to rehearle 
them,he comes out ftraightwaies with a fhred of Cicero, 
or Quintilian whereby he makes his hearers know what 
he is able to doe. 

Thofe that are endowed with this ynion of the ima- 
gination and of the-memorie, and trauaile in gathering 
the fruit of whatfoeuer hath been {aid or written in theit 
profefsion, and ferue themfelues therewith at conueni- 
ent occafions, with great ornament of words and gtati- 
ous fafhions of {peech, for that fo many things arealrea- 
die found out in all the Sciences, it feemeth to them who 
know not this do€trine, that they are of great ptofound- 
nefle; whereas in truth they holdmuch of the Affe : for 
if you grow to trie them in the foundations ofthat which 
they alleadge and affirme,they then difcouer their wants. 
And the reafon is, becaufe fo great a flowing of fpeech 
cannot be ynited with the vnderftanding, whereto ap- 

. pettainerh 
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pertaineth to fearch out the bottome of the truth. OF 
thefe the diuine {cripture faid, VW here there is plentie of 


words, there raigneth great (carfitie: as if he had faid, that 


a mian of many words ordinarily wanteth vnderftanding 
and wifdome, 

Thofe who are endowed with this ynioni of the ima- 
gination and memortie,entet with great courage to inter 
pret the diuine {cripture, it eeming to them, that becaufe 
they vnderftand well the Hebrue, Greeke, and Latine 
tongues, they haue the way made {mooth to gather out 
the very (pirit of the letter : but verily they ruinate them- 
felues; firft, becaufe the words of the diuine text and his 
manners of {peech haue many other fignifications, be- 
fides thofe which Cicero vnderftood in Latine. And then 
becaufe their vnderftanding is defe€tiue,which power ve- 
rifieth whether a fence be Catholicke or depraved : and 
thisis it which may make choice by the grace fupernatu- 
turall,of two or three fences, that are gathered out of the 
letter,which is moft true and catholicke. 

Beguilings (faith Plato) neuer befall in things vnlike 
and very different, but when many things meet which 
cattie neererefemblance. Forif wee fet before a tharpe 
fight, a little fale,fugar,meale,and lyme, all well pounded 
and beaten to powder, andeach one feuerally by ic felfe: 
what fhould hee doe who wanted taft, if with his eyes 
- he fhould be fet to difcerne every of thefe powders from 

other without erring, faying, this is falc, this fugar, this 
meale,and this lyme? For my part I beleeue he would be 
deceiued through the great refemblance , which thefe 
things haue betweene themfelues. But if there were a 
heape of {alt, one of fugar, one of corne, one of earth, 
and one of {tones, it is certain¢ he would not be decet- 
ued in giuing each of thefe heapes his name, ee v 
fiohe 
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126 chaed.~ The Trial of Wits: 4 
ficht were dimme, for each is of a diuets figure . The 
fame we fee befalleth euery day inthe fences and {pirits, 
which the diuines giue to the holy Scripture, of which - 





” two or three being lookedon, at firft fight they all car- 


rie a fhewto be Catholicke, and to agree well with the 
Jetter, but yet in the truth are not fo, neitherthe holy 
Ghoftfo meant. To chufe the beftof thefefences,andto 
refufe the bad, itis athing aflured,, that the diuine em- 
ploieth not his memotie nor his imagination,but his yn. 
derftanding. VV herefore I auouch, that the pofitiue di- 
uine ought to conferre with the Schoole-man, andto 
enquire at his hands, that of thefe fences he may chufe 
that which fhall appeare to be foundeft,vnlefie he will be 
{ent to the holy houfe. For this caufe doe heretickes fo — 
mutch abhorre Schoole-diuinitie, and learne to banith it 
out of the world: for by diftinguifhing,, inferring, fra- 
ming of reafons, and iudging, we attaine to. vnderftand 
the truth,and to difcouer falfhood. 


CHAP. X. 


How it ts prooued, that the Theoricke of Diuinitie appertat- 
neth to the vader /tanding : and preaching (which 0s his 
practife) to the imagination. 






76, GXP £8, = T isa probleme often demaunded, 
: e) not only by folke learned and wife, 
¢_. but alfo the vulgar will put in theit 

PN (6 ys oate, and: every day bring in-que- 
: ZX Ktion, For what: caufe a divine bée- 
C8 2) Ycas{ ing a’ great man in the Schooles, 
Ro) og —#6 fharpe in difputing, readie in anfwe- 
ting, and in writing and leuting of rare learning; yet 
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getting vp incothe pulpit, cannot skill of pteaching : and 
contrariwife, if one proouea gallant preacher, eloquent, 
gratious,and that drawes the people after him, it {eemes 
amyracle, if he be deepely feene in Schoole. diuiniue. 
Wherefore they admit not for a found confequence, 
fuch a oneis.a great Schoole-diuine , therefore he will 
proue a good preacher: and contrariwile, they will not 
graunt; he isa good preacher, therefore he hath skill in 
Schoole-diuinitie.. For to'reuerfe the one and other of 
thefe confequences,there may be alleaged for ech, mote 
inftances than are haires on out head. 

.. Noman hitherto hath beene able to anfwere this de- 
maund, faue after the ordinarie guife,vz. to.ateribute the 
wholeto God, andto the diftribution of his graces : and 
to my liking they doe very well,inasmuch as they know 
not any more particular occafion thereof. The anfwere 
of this doubt (in fome fort) is giuen by vs in the forego- 


. ing chapter, but not fo particularly as is requific;and i 


was, that Schoole-diuinitie appertaineth to the vnder- 
ftanding : but now we affirme and will proue, that prea- 
ching, and his prattifc,isa worke ofthe imagination.And 
as it fals outa difficult matter,to ioynein one felfe braine 
2 good vnderftanding and much imagination : fo like- 
wile it will hardly fall, that one felfe man be a great 
Schoole-diuine and a famous preacher: and that School- 
diuinitie is a worke of the vnderftanding, hath tofore 
been proued, when we proucd the repugnancie which 
it carried to the Latine tongue. For which caufe tt fhall 
not now be neceflarie to proue the fame anew, onely 
it thall {ufficeto giueto vnderitand, thatthe grace and 
delightfulneffe which good preachers haue, whereby 
they draw: their audience vnto them, and hold them 
well pleafed, is alcagether a worke of the imagination, 

| and 
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and part thereof of a good memorie, andto the end I 
may better expound my felfe, and caufe it as it were to 
be felt with the hand, it behooueth firlt to prefuppofe 
that manisa living creature,capable of reafon,ofcompa. 
nie, and of ciuilitie, and tothe end that his nature mighe 
bethe more abled by art, the ancient Philofophers de- 
uifed Logicke to teach him how he might frame his rea- 
fons with thofe precepts and rules, how hee fhould de- 
fine the nature of things, diftinguith, deuide, conclude, 
atgue,iudge,and chufe, without which workes it growes 
impofsible, that the Artift can goe forward : and that he 
might be companiable and ciuile, ic behooued him to 
{peake,and to giue other mento weet the conceits which 
he framed in hismind. And for that he fhould not deli- 
uer them without difpofition and without order, they 
deuifed another art which they tearmed Rhethoricke, 
which by his precepts and rules might beautifie the 
{peech with polifhed words, with fine phrafes, and with 
{tiring affections and gratious colours. But as Logicke 
teacheth not a man to difcourfe and to argue in one {ci- 
ence alone ; but without difference in all alike : fo alfo 
Rhethoricke inftruéeth how to fpeake, in Diuinitie, in 
Phificke, in skill of the Lawes, and in all other Sciences 
and conuerfations which men entermedled withall. In 
fort, that if wee will fainea perfeé&t Logician, or an ac- 
complifhed Oratour, he cannot fall into due confidera- 
tion, vnleffe he be {cenc in all the Sciences, for they all 
appertaine to his iurifdiction , and in which foeuer of 
them he may exercife his rules without diftinétion : not 
as Phificke, which hath his matter limitted whereof it 
muft intreat : and {0 likewife naturall Philofophie, and 
morall, Metaphifick,A ftrologic,and the reft : and there- 
fore Cicero faid, The Oratour wherefocuer he abideth, 
| dwelleth 
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dwelleth in his owne. And in another place he afirmerh, 
in a perfect Oratour is found all the knowledge ofthe 
Philofophers, and therefore the fame Czcero-auouched, 
That there is no art more difficult than that of a perfec 
Oratout : and with more reafon he might fo haue faid, if 
he had known with how great hardnedle all the Sciences 
are vnited inone patticular fubieat. 

Anciently the doctors of the law were adorned with 
the name of Oratour: for the perfection of pleading re- 
quired the notice 8 furniture of all the arts in the world, 
for the lawes doe indge them all. Now to know the de- 
fence referued for euery art by it felfe, irwas neceflarie 
to haue a particular knowledge of them all; for which 

canfe Crcero faid, No man ought to be reputed in the 
number of Oratours,who is not well feene in all the arts. 
Burt feeing ic was impofsible to learne all Sciences 
(firft, through the fhortneffe of life, and then becaufe 
mans wit is fo bounded) they let them paffe, and of 
necefsitie held themfelues contented to gie credit to 
the skilfull in that art whereof they made profefsion, and 
no farther. i 

After this manner of defending caufes, ftraightwaies 
fucceeded the Euangelicall do&trine, which might have 
been perfuaded by the art of Oratoric,better than all the 
Sciences of the world befides , for chat the fame is’ the 
moft cettaine and trueft: but Chrift our redeemer char- 
ged S. Pawle, That he fhould not preach it with wifdome 
of words, to the end the Gentiles fhould not think it was 

a well couched leafing, as are thofe which the Oratours 
vie to perfuade by the force of theit art. ‘But when the 
faith had beene receiued, many yeares after it was al+ 
lowed to preach with places of Rhetoricke, and to vlé 


the feruice of eloquent f{peech ; for that then the incon- 
uenience 
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130chap ‘The Triall of Wits, : , 
uenience fell not in confidetation , which was extant 
when'S.Paul preached. Yea we fee that the preacher reat 
peth more fruit, who hath the conditions of a perfe& 
Orator,and is more haunted than he that wanteth them: 
and thereafonis very plaine. For if the antient Oratours 
gaue the people to vnderitand things falfe for true (vfing 
thofe their preceptes and rules) more eafily thall the 
Chriftian auditorie be dtawne, when by art they ate per- 
fuaded to that which alreadie they vnderftand and be- 
_ deeuc. Befides that, the holy Scripture (aftera fort) is all 
things ; and to yeeld the fame a true interpretation, it be- 
hooueth to haue all the Sciences conformable to that fo 
oft faid faw , He fent his damfels to call to the Caftle. 
This fitceth not to be remembred to the preachers of 
out time, nor to aduife them,that nowthey may doe it : 
for their particular ftudie (befides the fruit which they 
pretend to bring with their doétrine) is to fecke out a 
good text, to whofe purpofe they may applie many fine 
fentences taken out of the divine Scripture; the holy 
Dodtots, Poets, Hiftorians, Phifitians, and Lawyers, 
without forbearing any Science, and {peaking copious 
fly with quietneffe and pleafant words; and with all thefe 
things they goe amplifying and ftuffing their matter 
an houre or two if need be. Of this faith Czzero the Ora- 
tours of his time made profefsion : The force of an Ora- 
tour (faith he) and the felfe art of well {peaking, feemeth, 
that it vndertaketh and promifeth to {peake with copi- 
oufnefle and ornament of whatfocuer matter that fhall - 
be propounded. Then if we fhall proue, that the graces 
and conditions which a perfe& Oratour ought to haue, 
doc allappertaine tothe imagination and to the memo- 
ties we fhall alfo know, that the diuine who is endowed 

with them,will bean excellent pteacher : but being fet to 
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the doatrine of $. Thomas and Scotus can little skill there- 
of, for that the fame is a fcience belonging to the vnder- 
itanding, in which power of necefsitie 1t holdeth little 
force. ; 

What the things be which appertaine to the imagi- 
nation, and by what fignes they are to be knowne, we 
haue heretofore made mention: now wewill retutne to 
a replication of them, that they may the better be refre- 
fhed tothe memorie. All that which may be tearmed 
good figure, good purpofe and prouifion, comes from 
the grace of the imagination, as. are mettie ieafts, relem- 
blances,quips,and comparifons. 

The firft ching whicha perfect Oratoris to go about 
(having matter vnder hand) is to fecke out arguments 
and conuenient fentences , whereby he may dilate and 
proue, and that not with all forts of words, but with 
{uch as giuea good confonanceto the eare : and there- 
fore Cicero fayd: I takehim for an Orator,who can vie 
in his difcourfes, words well tuning with the care, and 
fentences conuenient for proofe. And this (for certaine) 
appertaineth to the imaginations, firhens therein is a con- 
fonance of well pleafing words, anda good direction in 
the fentences. 

The fecond grace which may not be wanting ina 
perfea Orator, is to poffeffe much inuention, or much 
~ reading, forif hereft boundto dilate and confirme any 
matter whatfoeuer with many {pceches and fentences 
appliedto the purpofe, it behooueth, that he haue a very 
{wift imagination, and thatthe fame fupplic (as it wetc) 
the place of abreach, to huntand bring the game to his 
hand, and when he wants whatto fay, to deuife fome- 
what as if it were materiall. For this caufe we faid be- 
fore, that heat was an inftrument with which the ima- 
K yj gination 
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gination worketh, for this qualitie lifteth vp the figures, 
and makeththem toboile. Here is difcouered all that 
which in them may be feene, and if there fell outnought 
elfe-to be confidered, this imagination hath force not 
onely tocompound a figute pofsible with another , but 
doth toyne alfo (after the order of nature) thofe which 
are vnpofsible, and of them growes to fhape mountaines 
of gold, and calues that lic. In lieu of their owne inuen- 
tion, Oratours may fupplic the ame with much reading, 
for as much as their imagination faileth them:butin con- 
clufion, whatfoeucr bookes teach, is bounded and limit. 
ted sand the proper inuention isa good fountaine which 
alwaies yeeldeth forth new and  frefh water. For retai- 
ning the things whicl haue beene read, it is requifite to 
poflefle much memories and to recite them in the pre- 
fence of the audience with readinefle, cannot be done 
without the fame power.For which caule Cicero faid,He 
fhall (in mine opinion) be an Oratour worthie of fo im- 
portant a name, who with wifdome, with copioufnefle, 
and with ornament, can readily deliuer euerie matter 
that is worth the hearing. Heretofore wee haue {aid 
and prooued, that wifedome appertaineth to the imagi- 
nation, copioufneffe of words and fentences to the me- 
moric, ornamentand polifhment to the imagination : 
to recite fo many things without faltring or {topping, 
for certaine it is atchicued by the goodnefle of the me- 
motic. To this purpofe Cicero anouched, that the good 
Oratour ought to rehearfe by heart, and not by booke. 
It falleth not befides the matter to let you ynderftand, 
that M. Avtony of Lebriffa through old age grew to fuch' 
a decay of memorie, that he read his Rhetoricke leGtute 
to his {chollers out of a paper, and for that he was fo ex. 
cellentin his profelsion, and with good proofes confit 
med 
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med his points propounded, it pafled for currant 3 but 
that which might be no way tolerated, was, that where 
he died fodainly ofan apoplexie,the Vniuerfitie of Alcals 
recommended the making of his funerall Oration to a 
famous preacher, who inuented and difpofed what hee 
had to fay the beft he could: but time fo prefled him, 
as it grew impofsible for him to con the fame without 
booke : Wherefore getting vp into the pulpit with his 
paper in his hand, he began to {peake inthis fort. That 
which this notable man vfed to do whileft he read to his 
{chollers, Iam now alfo refolued to doe in his imitation 5 
for his death was fo fodaine, and the commaundement 
to me of making his funerall fermon fo late, as Thad 
neither place nor timeto ftudie what I mightfay, norto 
conit by heart. W hatfocuer I haue been able to gather 
with the trauell of this night, I bring here written in 
this paper, and befeech your maiftetfhips, that you will 
heare the fame with patience, and pardon my flender 
memotie. 

This fathion of rehearfing with paper in the hand, 
fo highly difpleafed the audience, as they did nought 
els than {mile and murmure : Therefore very well faid 
Cicero, that it behooued to rehearfe by heart and not by 
booke. This preachcr verily was not endowed with any 
inuention of his owne, but was driven to fetch the fame 
out of his bookes ; andto performe this, great ftudie and 
much memorie were requifite. But thofe who borrow 
theit conceits out of their owne braine, ftand not in need 
of {tudie, time, or memorie : for they find all readie at 
their finger ends. Such will preach to one felfe audi- 
ence all their life long , without repeating any point 
touched in twentie yeates before ; whereas thofe that 
want inuention, intwo Lents cull the flowers out of all 
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" the books in a whole world, and ranfacke to the bottome 
~ allchewritings that can be gotten; and at the third Lent 
mult goe andiget themfelues. a new auditorie,except they 
will heave caft intheir teeth, This is the fame which you 
pteachedvnto vs inthe yeare before. ' t 
The third property that a good Orator ought to haue, 
is, that he know how-to difpofe his: matter, placing enes 
tie word and fentence in his firroome, in fort that the 
‘whole. may carrie an an{werable proportion, and one 
thing bringin another. And to this purpofe Crcero faid: 
Difpofition is an order and diftribution of things, which 
fheweth, what ought in what places to be beftowed ; 
which gtace whenitis not naturall, accuftomably bree- 
deth much cumber to the preachers, For after they haue 
found in their books many things to deliuer;all of them 
cannot skill to applic this prouifion readily to cuetie 
point. This propettie of ordering and diftributing, is for 
cettaine a worke of the imagination, fince (in effea) itis 
nought els but figure and correfpondence. ifs 
.» The fourth propertic wherewith good Oratours 
fhould beendowed, andthe moft important of all, is 
action, wherewith they giue a being and life to the things 
which they fpeake,and with the famedoemoue the hea- 
ters, and {upple them to beleeue how thatis true which 
they go about to perfuade. For which caule Cicero faid, 
Attion is that which ought to be gouerned by the mo- 
tion of the bodie,by the gelture,by the countenance, and 
bythe confirmation and varictie of the voice. As if hee 
fhould fay : Action ought to be direéted in making the 
motions and geftures, which are requifite forthe things 
that ate {poken , lifting vp.and falling with the voice, 
growing palsionate, and fuddainly turning to appeale. 
tent; one while {peaking faft, another while leilurely, 
& reproouing 
















































| The Triall of Wits, Chapriel 3 § 
reproouing, and cherifhing, moouing the bodie, fome- 
times to the one fide,fometimes to the other, plucking in 
the armes, and ftretching them out, laughing and wee- 
ping: and vpon fome accafions beating the hands togi- 
ther. This grace is {o important in preachers, that by the 
fame alone (wanting both inuention and difpofition) 
of matters of {mall value and ordinarie, they makeaer- 
mon which fillech the audience with aftonifhment , for 
that they have this a€tion , which otherwife ts tearmed 
fpirit or pronuntiation. Herein fallcth a thing worth 
the marking, whereby is difcoucted, how much this 
prace can preuaile 3 and itis, that the fermons, which 
through the much aétion and much:fpirit doe pleafe 
much, when they be fer downein writing, are nothing 
worth, nor will any welneere vouchiafe their reading: 
and this eroweth, becaufe with the pen itis impofsible 
to pouttray thofe motions and thofe geftures, which in 
the pulpir fo far wan mens likings. Other fermons thew 
very wellin papers but attheir preaching no man, lifterh 
to giue eate, becaufe that ation is not giuen them, which 
is requifite at eucty clofe. And therefore Plato faid, that 
the ftile wherewith we {peake, is far different from that 
_ which wewtite well, wherethrough we fee many. men 
who can {peake very well,do yet endite but meanely,and 
others contrariwife, endite very well, and difcourfe ‘but 
harfhly : all which is to be reduced to action, and a&tion 
(for certaine) isa worke of the imagination, for ail hae 
which we haue vttered thereof,maketh figure,correfpon- 
dence,and good confonance. : Mo orREr 
The fift grace,is,to know how to aflembleand alleage 

good examples and comparifons, which better conten- 

ceth the hearers humour thanany thingels: For by a fit 

example they eafily vaderftand the doétrine, and with- 
| K wy out 
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136Chep-e The Triall of Wits. 
out the fame it foone flippeth out of their mind: where. 
on Ariflotle propoundeth this queftion, WV hence it ti- 
feth, that men (in making {peeches) are better pleafed 
with examples and fables than with conceits , as if he 
fhould fay, For what occafion doe fuch as come to heare 
Oratours,make mote reckoning of the examples and fa- 
bles which they alleage, to proue the things that they 
firiue to perfuade, than of the arguments and reafons 
which they frame ? and to thofe he anfwereth, That by 
examples and fables men learne beft,becaufe it is a proofe 
which appertaineth to the fence, but arguments and rea. 
fons hold not the likereafon, for that they are a worke 
whereto is requifit much vnderftanding. And for this 
caufe Chrift our redeemer in his fermons vfed fo many 
parables and comparifons, becaufe by them he gaue to 
vnderftand many diuine fecrets. This point of deuifing 
fables and comparifons, itis a thing certatne,that the fame 
is performed by the imagination, for itis figure, and de- 
noteth good correfpondence and fimilitude. 

The fixth propettie of a good Oratour, is, to hauea 
teadie tonguc of his own,and not affected, choice words, 
and many gratious forts of vtterance: of which graces 
we haueentreated oftentimes heretofore, prouing, that 
the one part of them appertaineth to the imagination, 
and the other to agood memorie. 

The feuenth propertie of a good Oratour, is that 
which Cicero {peaketh of : furnifhed with voice, with 
action, and with comelineffe, the voice full and ringing, 
pleafing to the hearers,not harfh,not hoarfe, nor fharpe : 
and although it be true,that this (pringeth ftom the tem- 
perature of the breaftand the throat, and not from the 
imagination 3 yet fure itis, that fromthe fame tempera- 
ture ftom which a good imagination groweth, namely, 
hear, 
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heat,a good voice alfo fetcheth his originall,and to know 
this, importeth much for our purpofe: For the Schoole- 
diuines in that they are of a cold and drie complexion, 
cannot haue their voice a good inftrument : and this 1s a 
 oreat defect in a pulpit. 

This fame  4riftotle alfo proueth, alleaging the ex- 
ample of old men, by reafon of their coldnefle and dri- 
neffle. To hauea full and cleare voice, much heatis re- 
quifit to enlarge the paflages and meafurable moifture, 
which may fupple and foften them. And alfo _#iffotle 
demaundeth why all who by nature are hot, are alfo big 
voiced ? For which caufe we fee the contrarie in women 
and Eunuchs, who through the much coldnefle of their 
complexion (faith Galen) haue their throat and voice ve- 
ty delicat, in fort, that when we heare a good voice, we 
can ftraightwaies fay , it comes of much heat and moi- 
fture in the breaft : which two qualities, if they pafle fo 
far as the braine, make the vnderltanding to decay, and 
the memorie and imagination to increafe, which are the 
two powers wherof the good preacher ferueth himfelfc 
to content his auditorie. 

The eight propettie of agood Oratour(fayth Cicero) 
isto haue toung at will, ready,and well exercifed : which 
atace cannot befall men of great vnderftanding, for, that 
it may be readie, it behooueth the fame to partake much 
heat, and much drouth ; and this cannot light in the 


melancholicke,either natutall,or by aduftion.  4riflotie 


proueth it, by asking this queftion, VWWhence commeth 
it, that fuchas hauean.impedimentin their{peech , are 
reputed to be of complexion melancholicke? To which 
probleme he anfwereth very vntowardly, faying, That 
the melancholicke haue a great imagination, and that 
the tongue cannot hatt co.verer fo faft as the imagination 
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138 Chap" TheTriall of Wits, = 
conceiueth, wherethrough they ftammer and fumble: 
which yet proceedeth from nought elfe, faue that the 
melancholicke haue'ever theit mouth: full of froath and 
fpittle, through which difpofition their tongue is moift 
and flipper; which thing may euidently bee difcerned,” 
confidering the often {pitting of fuch. This felfe reafon 
did Ariftotle render, when he demaunded, W hence it 
groweth, that fome ate fo flow tongued 2 and he anfeve- 
teth , That fuch haue their tongue very cold and moift, 
which two qualities breed an impediment therein, and 
make it {ubie@ to the palfie; and fo you fee his conceit . 
of the imagination cannot follow + for this he yeeldeth 
a proficable remedie,vz. to drinkea little wine; or at fAirtt 
to hallow fomewhat lowd, before they {peake in the pre- 
fence of theiraudience, for thereby the tongue getreth 
heat,and drieth, : : 

But Ariitotle fayth farther, That not to {peake plaine, 
may grow froth hauing the tongue very hot and very 
drie, and voucheth the example of chollericke petfons$ 
who growing in choller,cannot {peake, and when they 
ate void of pafsion and choller, they are very eloquent: 
the contrarie betideth to the flegmaticke, who being 
quict,cannot talke,and when they ate angted, vtter {pee- 
ches of great eloquence». The reafon of this is very ma- 
nifelt, for although it is true, that: heat aideth the imagi- 
nation, and the tonguealfo, yet the fame may alfo breed 
them dammage: firft, for that they want fupplie of re- 
plies and wittie fentences,as alfo becaufe the tongue can- 
hot. pronounce plainely, through ouer-much drinefle; 
wherethrough we fee, that after a man hath drunke a 
little water, he {peaketh better. 

The chollericke (being quiet) deliver very well, for 
they then retaine that point of heat which is requifit for 
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The Triall of Wits. 
the tongue,and the good imagination’ butin anger, the 
heat groweth beyond due, and turneth the imagination 
topfie turuic y The fegmaticke ynincenfed, haue their 
braine very coldiand moift,and therefore are fet aground 
what to fay, and. their tongue is ouer flipper through too 
much moifture 5 but. when they are fet on fire and in 
choller, the heat forthwith getteth yp, and folifteth vp 
the imagination ; by which meanes there comes to their 
mind much what to deliuer, and the tongue giueth no 
hinderance, for that. itis heated : thefe haue no great 
vaine in verfifying, for that they.are cold of braine, who 
yet (once angered), doe then make verfes beft, and with 
mott facilitie, againft fuch as-haue ftirred them: and to 
this purpofe Juwenallfayd: pe 
_, tAager makes verfe,if Nature but denie. 
Through the defe& of tongue,men of great vnderftan- 
ding cannot be good Oratots or pteachers,and {pecially 
for that action requireth.a fpeech fometimes. high, and 
fometimes low, and thofe who are flow tongued, can- 
not pronounce but withloud voice, and.in a mannet cry- 
ing out, and this.is one of the things which fooneit cloy- 
eth the hearers: whereon —47é/fot/e moueth this doubt: 
W hence it {fpringeth,that men of flow tongue cannot 
{peake foft? To which probleme he anfvyereth very well, 
faying, That the tongue which is faftened to the roofe of 
the mouth, by reafon of much, moifture, is better loofe- 
ned with a force, than if you putthereto butlitde might: 
asif one would lift yp a launce, taking the fame by the 
point, he fhall fooner raife it at one pufh and with a force, 
than taking trvp by little andiitele, Lot 
Me feemeth,] hauc fafficiently proued, thatthe good 
naturall qualities which a perfec Oraror ought to! have, 
{pring for the molt part froma good imagination, ais 
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140 Chase The Trial of Wits. 
fome from the memorie. And if it bé true that the good 
preachers of our time content their audience, becaufe 

they haue thefe gifts ; it followeth very well, that whofo. 
euer is a great preacher, can finall skill of Schoole-di- 
uinitic , and a great {choller will hardly away with 
preaching , through the contrarietie which the vnder- 
{tanding carrieth to the imagination and to the memo- 

tic. Well knew 4riffotle by experience, that although 
the Oratour learned Naturall and Morall Philofophie, 
Phificke, Metaphificke, the Lawes, the Mathematicals, 
Aftrologie,and all the arts and {ciences; notwithftanding 
he was feene of all thefe but inthe flowers and choice 
fentences, without piercing to the root of the reafon and 
occafion of any of them: But he thought, that this not 
knowing the Diuinitie, northe caufe of things, which 
is teatmed Propter guid, grew, for that they bent not 
themfclues thereunto , and therefore propounded this 
demand: W hy do we imagine, that a Philofopheris dif- 
ferent from an Oratour ? To which probleme he anfwe- 
reth, that the Philofopher placeth all his ftudie in know- 
ing the reafon and caufe of euery effeét,andthe Oratour 
in knowing the effe@,and no farther. And verily it pro- 
ceedeth from nought els, than forthat naturall Philofo. 
phie appertaineth to the vnderftanding , which power 
the Orators do want; and therefore in Philofophie they 
can pierce no fartherthan into the vppet skin of things. 

This felfe difference there is betweene the Schoole-di- 
uine and the pofitiue, that the one knoweth the caufe of 
whatfocuer importeth his facultie;and the other,the pro- 
pofitions which are vereficd,and no more. The cafe then 
ftanding thus, it falleth out a dangerous matter, that the 

preacher enioyeth an office and authoritie to inftrud 

Chriftian people in the truth, and that their auditorie is 

: bound 
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bound to beleeuethem, and yer they want that power, 
through which the truth is digued vp fromthe root, we 
may fay of them (without lying): thofe words of Chritt 
ourredeemer, Let them ga, they ate blind,and doe guide 
the blind; and if the blind guide the blind, both fall into 
the ditch. Itis a thing intollerable to behold, with how 
ereat audacitie {uch fet themfelues to preach,who cannot 
one iot of Schoole-diuinitic, nor haue any‘tiatutall abili- 
tie rolearne the fame. ly, OL patene 

. Offuch S.Paal greatly complaineth,faying;But the end 
of the commandement is charitie fromva pure heart and 
good confcience, and faith vntained, from which (verily) 
fome ftraying, have turned afide to vaine babling : who 
would be.doétors inthe Law,and yet vnderitand not the 
things which they fpeake,nor which they auouch. . 

Befides this, we haue proued tofore, thatthofe who 

haue much imagination, are cholericke, fubtile, malig- 
nant, and cauillers, and alwaies enclined to euill, which 
they can compafle with much readineffe and craft. Tou- 
ching the Oratouts of his time; Warii#otle propoundeth 
this demand, W hy we vie to call an Oratour craftie,and 
giue not this name to amufitian, nor toa comicall poet ? 
And more would this difficultie haue growne,if_Arz/fotle 
had vnderftood, that muficke and the ftage appertaine to. 
the imaginatid. To which probleme he anfwereth;That 
Mufitians.and ftage-players fhoot at none other Butte, 
than todelight the hearers; but the Oratour goes about | 
to purchafe fomewhat for himfelfe, and therefore it be- i 

hooueth himtoyfe rules and readinefle, tothe end the | 

hearers may not {mell out his fetch and bent. | 

Such properties as thefe be, had thefe falfe preachers, 

of whom S. Paw/{pake,writing tothe Corinthians: But E 

feare, that as the ferpent beguiled Eve wich his fiabtilcie 5 

fo: 
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fo their fences areled aftray : for thefe falfe Apoftles are 
suilefull workemen, who transforme themfelues into 
the Apoftles of Chrift;'and this is no wonder : for Sa- 
than transformed himfelfe into an Angell of light, and 
therefore it is no great matter for his minifters to tran 
forme themfclues as minifters of iuftice, whofe end fhall 
be thei worke: as if he fhould fay; I haue great feare (my 
brethren) chatas the ferpent beguiled Eve with his fub- 
tiltie and mallice, fo they alfo intricate theiriudgement 
and perfeueranice : forthele falfe Apoftles are like pot. 
tage made of a foxe. Preachers who {peake vnder wiles, 
reprefent very perfectly a kind of holinefle, feeme the 
Apofiles of Iefus Chiift, and yet are difciples of the 
diuell , who-can skill fo wellto reprefent an Angell of 
light, thatthere needeth nota fupernaturall gift to dif 
couer what heis : and fince the maifter can play his part 
fo well, itis not {trange, that they alfo who haue learned 
his doGtrine, practife the femblable, whofe end hall be 
none other than their workes. All thefe properties are 
well knowne:to appertaine to the imagination, and that 
Ariftotle {aid very well, That Orators are fubtile and rea- 
die, becaufe they are euct in hand to get fomewhat for 
themfelues. 

Such as poffefle'a forcible imagination, we faid be- 
fore, that they areof complexion very hote, and from 
this qualitie {pring three principal vices ina man; Pride, 
Gluttonie, and Letcherie : for which caufe the Apolile 
aie : Such ferued not our Lord Iefus Chrift, but their 

ellie. 


And that thefe three euill inclinations {pring from 





heat,and the contratie vertues fromcold, \_Ariffotle pro- 


ucth, faying thus : And therfore it holdeth the fame force 
to thape conditions, for heat and cold (more than any 
thing 
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thing els which is inthe bodie) doe feafon mannets, and 
therefore printeth and worketh in vs the qualities of 
mannets: as if he fhould fay, from heat and cold {pring all 
the conditions of man: for thefe two qualities doe mote 
alter our nature than any other: For which caufe, men 
of great imagination are ordinarily bad and vitious : for 
they abandon themfelues to be guided by their natu- 
rallinclination, and haue wit and abilitie to doe lewdly. 
For which caufe the fame &zftorle asketh, VV hence it 

roweth, chat a man being fo much inftructed, is yet the 
moit vniuft of all lining creatures? To which probleme 
he maketh anfwere,that man hath much wit, and a great 


imazination, and for this he findeth many waies to doe ~ 


ill, and (as by his nature he coueteth delights, and to be 
{upetiour to all,and of great happinefle) itis of force that 
he offend ; for thefe things cannot be atchieued, but by 
doing wrong to many : but C4r#forle wilt not how to 
frame this probleme, nor to yeeld a fitting anfwere. 
Better might hee haue enquired, for what caufe the 
worft people are commonly of greateft wit,andamongtt 
thofe , fuch as are beft furnifhed with abilitie, commit 


the lewdeft prancks: whereas of duc, a good wit and _ 


fufficiencie fhould rather encline a man to vertue and 
godlineffe, than to vices and mifdoing . The antwere 
hereto is , for that thofe who partake much heat , are 
men of great imagination, and de fame qualitie which 
maketh them wittie, traineth them to be naughtie and 
vicious. But whenthe vnderftanding ouerrulech, it or- 
dinarily inclincth aman to vertue, becaufe this power 1s 
founded on cold and dtie: Fram which two qualities 
bud many vertues, as are Continencie, Humilitte, Tem- 
perance : and from heatthe conttarie. Andit Ariflotle 


had knowne this point of Philofophie, he fhould haue 
been 
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been able to anfwer this probleme,which faith, VV hence 
may it proceed,that that fort of men whom we call craft 
men of Bacchus, or {tage-players, are forthe moft part ill 
conditioned? as if he fhould fay : for what caufe are fuch 
as gaine their lining onthe ftage, Inne-keepers,and Bure 
chers, and thofe whofe feruice is vfed about feafts and 
banquets to order the cates, ordinarily naught and viti- 
ous? To which probleme he anfwereth, faying ; That 
fuch by being occupied in thefe belly cheare offices, 
leaue themfelues no leifure to ftudie, and therefore paffe 
ouer their lifein incontinencie. And hereto is pouertie 
alfo aiding, which accuftomably bringeth with it manie 
euils : but (verely) thisis notthe reafon;. but playing on 
the ftage and ordering of feafts {pringeth ftom the diffe- 
rence of the imagination, which inuiteth a man to this 
mannet of life. And becaufe this difference ef imagina- 
tion confilteth in heat, all of them hauevery good fto- 
mackes and great appetite to eat and drinke . Thefe al- 
though they gauethemfelues to learning, fhould thereby 
teape little fruit; and had they beene neuer fo wealthie, 
yet would they (howfoeuer) haue caft their affe@tion to 
thefe fetuices,were they euen bafer than they are : forthe 
wit and abilitie draweth euery onetothat art, which an- 
{wereth it in proportion. | 

For this caufe 4riftotle demaunded, what the reafon 
was, why there are men who more willingly addiét thé. 
{clues to the profelsion of which they haue made choice, 
(though fomwhiles ynworthie)than to the more honou- 
table?As for example,to be rathera iugler,a ftage-player, 
of a ttumperer, than an Aftrologer or an Orator? To 
which probleme he anfwereth very well, faying ; That a. 
man foone difcerneth to what art he is difpofed and in- 
clined of his owne nature, becaufe hee hath fomewhat 
within 
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withim that teacheth him, and Nature can doe fo much 
with her pricks, that albeit the art and office. be ynfeeme- 
ly forthe calling of the learner, yet he cleaueth vnto that, 
and not to others of great imagination. But fithence we 
haue put by this manner of wits from the fun@ion of 
preaching, and that we are bound to giue and beftow 
- vpon euety differerice of abilitie, that fort of learning 
which is anfwerable thereto in particular: we mutt like- 
wife determin what fort of wit he ought to be endowed 
withall, vnto whofe charge the fun@ion of preaching: is 

to becommitted, which is the thing that moft impor- 

teth the Chriftian commonwealth: For we muft con- 

céiue, that albeit we haue proued heretofore, that it is a 

Matter repugnant in nature, to finda great wit accompa- 

nied with much imagination and memorie . Notwith- 

{tanding, this rule holdeth not {0 vniuerfally in all arts, 

bur chat it admitcech his exceptions, and fometimes com- 

meth fhort. ; 

In the laft chapter of this worke faue one, we will 
prowat full, that if Nature be poflefled of her due force, 
and haue no impediment caft athwart to ftop her, the 
maketh fo perfeét a difference of wit,' as the fame yniteth 
in one felfe fubie& a great vnderftanding , with much 
imagination and memiorie,as if they were not contratie, 
nor held any naturall oppofition. 

This fhould bea fitting abilitie, and conuenient for 
the funtion of preaching, if there could be found many 
fubieéts to be endowed therewith; but (as we will thew 
in the place alleaged) they are fo few, that of 100006 
whom [ haue meafured, I can meet but with one of the 
fize. Therefore it behooneth to feeke out another more 
familiar difference of wit, though not fo far ftept in per- 
fe€tion as the former. We mutt then weet,that between 
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the Phifitians and Philofophers rifech a great dimerfitie 
in opinions, for tefoluing the temperature and the qua- 
litie of vinegar, of choller aduft, and of afhessinas much 
as thefe things fometimes worke the effect of heat, and 
fometimes of coldsand thereon they deuided themfelues 
into-diuers fects : bur the truth is, thar all thefe things 
which fuffer aduftion, and are confumed and burned by 
the fire, haue a variable temperature. The greater part 
of the fubiect is cold and drie, but there are alfo other 
patts entermingled, fo fubtile and delicate, and of fuch 
feruencie and heat,that albeit they containe little in quan- 
titie, yet they carie more efficacie in working thanall the 
reft of the fubiect. 

So we fee that vineger and melancholie through adu- 
ftion open and leauen the eatth by meanes of the hear, 
and clofe it not, though the more part of thefe humouts 
be cold. Henceis gathered, that the melancholicke by 
aduftion, accompanie great vnderftanding with much 
imagination ; but they are all weake of memorie, for the 
much aduftion much alfo drieth sz hardeneth the braine. 
Thefe are good preachers, or (at leaft) the beft that may 
be found, fauing thofe perfe& ones of whom we fpake 
for although memorie faile them, they enioy of them- 
{elues {uch inuention, that the very imagination ferueth 
them in ftead of memorie and remembrance; and mini- 
fireth vnto them figures and fentences to deliuér; with- 
out that they ftand in ‘need of ought befides. Which 
thefe cannot bring about,who haue conned bofome-fer- 
mons. and {waruing from that byas, ate itraight feta 
ground , without hauing the furniture of any fecond 
meanes,to bring themfelues aflote againe. And that me- 
lancholie by aduftion hath this varictic of temperature 3 
namely, cold.and drie for the vnderftanding, and heat 

for 
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fortheimagination, #¢/forle declareth in thefe words : 
Melancholicke men are variable and ynequall : for the 
force of choller aduft is variable and vnequall ; as if the 
fame might be greatly both hot and cold,and as ifhe had 
{aid, Melancholike men by aduftion ate variable and vns 
equall in their complexion : for that chollet adult is very 
vnequall,inas much as fomtimesit is exceeding hot, and 
fometimes cold bey ond meature. 

The fignes by which men of this temperature may be 
knowne,are very manifeft: they haue the colour of their 
countenance a darke greene, or fallow, their cies very 
fietic ; of whomrit was fayd, he isa man that hath blood 
in his eyes, their haire blacke and bald, theit flefh leane, 
rough and haitie, theit veines big, they are of very good 
conuerfation,and affable, but letcherous, proud, {tately, 
blafphemers, wily, double, iniurious, friends of ill do- 
ing; and defirous of revenge : this is to be vnderltood 
when melancholic iskindled, butif itbe cooled, foorth- 
with there grow in them the contrarie vertucs, chaftities 
humilitic, feare and reuerence of God, chatitie, mercie, 
and great acknowledgement of their fins, with fighings 
and teates, for which cauf they liue in continuall watre 
and {trite without eucrenioying eafe orrelt. Sometimes 
vice prevaileth inthem , fonictimes vettue : but with all 
thefe defects, they are wittieft, and moft able for the; fun- 
&ion of preaching,and for all matters of wifdome which 
befall in the world; for they haue an vnderftanding to 
know the truth , and a gteat imagination tobe ableto 
perfuade the fame. | vale 

W herethrough we fee that which God did when he 
would fafhion aman in hisimothers wombe, to the end 
thache might be ableto difcouer to the world, the com: 
ming of his fon, and hauethe way to prooue and pets 
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fuade, That Chrift was the Mefsias, and promifed in the 
law. For making him of great vnderttanding, 8 of much 
imagination, it fell out of necefsitie (keeping the naturall 
order) that hee fhould alfo make him cholericke and 
aduft. And that thisis true, may eafily be vnderftood by 
him,who confidereth the great fire and furie with which 
he perfecuted the church, the griefe conceiued by the 
fynagogues,when they faw him conuerted, as they who 
had forgone a man of high importance, and of whom 





-the contrarie partie had madea gainefull purchafe. Ic is 


alfo knowne by the tokens of the reafonable choller, 
with which he {pake and an{wered the deputie, Confuls, 
and the Iudges who. had attefted him : defending his 
owne perfon and the name of Chrift with fo great art 
and readineffe, as he conuinced themall: yet he had an 
imperfection in his tongue, and was not very prompt of 
fpeech, which _4réffotle affirmeth to be a property of the 
melancholicke by aduftion. Thevices wheteto he con- 
fefled himfelfe to be {ubie& before his conuerfion, thew 
him to haue been of this temperature: he was a blafphe- 
met,a wrong doer, anda perfecutor : all which {pringeth 
from abundance of heat. But the moft euident figne 
which fhewed that he was cholericke aduft, is gathered 
from that batraile which himfelfe confefleth ‘hee had’ 
within himfelfe,betwixt his part {uperiour and inferiour, 
faying I {ce another law in my members firiuing againtt 
the law of my mind, which leadeth me into the bon- 
dage of finne. And this felfe contention haue we proo- 
ued (by the mind of .47z/fot/e) to be in the melancholicke 
by aduftion. mV: 
True it is that fome expound (very well) that this bat- 
taile groweth from the diforder which originall finne 
made betweene the fpirit and the flchh 3 albeit being fuch 
and 
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and fo great, I beleeue alfo that it fprings from the choller 
aduft, which he had in his natarall confticution : for the | 
roiall prophet Daud patticipated equally of originall fin, 
and yet complained nor fo muchas did S. Paul; but Gaith, 
That he found the inferiour portion accorded with his 
reafon,when he would retoice with God: My heart(faith 
he)and my flefh ioyed in the lining God. And(as we will 
touch in the laft chapter faue one) Dauid poflefled the 
beit temperature that Nature could frame: and hereof 
we will make proofe by the opinion of allthe Philofo- 
phers,that the {ame ordinarily enclineth a man to be ver- 
tuous withoutany great gaine-ftriuing of the flefh. The 
wits then which are to be forted out for preachers, are 
firit thefe who ynite a great vnderftanding with much: 
imagination and memorie,whof figns fhall be exprefled 
in the laft chapret faue one. VV here fuch want,there fuc- 
ceed in their roome thé melancholick by adultion. Thofe 
--ynitea great vnderftanding with much imagination, but 
finffer defe&t of memorie ; wherethrough they are not 
{tered with copie of words,nor can preach with full ftore 
in prefence of the people. 

In the third rancke facceed men of ereat vnderftan- 
ding, but defectiue in theit imagination and memotic. 
- Thefe thall haue buta bad grace in preaching; yet will 
preach found dodtrine. The laft whom I would not 
charge. with spears at all, are fuch as vnite much me- 
morie with much imagination, and haue defe& of yn- 
derftanding. Thefe dea the auditorie after them, and 
hold them in fufpence and well pleafed : but when they | 
leaft mifdoubt it, they fetch a turne to the holy houte : Hi 
for by way of their {weet difcourfes and blefsings they | 
besuile the innocent. 
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CHAP? XL 
That the Theoricke of the lawes appertaineth to the memo- 
rie,and pleading and iudging (which are their prattife) 
tothe under itansing, andthe gouerning of acommon- 
wealth to the imagination. f 


FZ (22, EO 09S} N the Spanith tongue, it isnot void 
| 2 ¥S, of amylterie,that this word (Lette- 


y jo oe ted) being acommon tearme for all 
> (aa, men of letters or learning, as well 


s 
et xt 






Diuines,as Lawyers,Phifitions,Lo- 
(caS—j, gicians, Philofophers Orators,Ma- 
aS) SSW’ CA thematicians, and Attrologets, yet 
in faying that fuch a one is learned, we all vnderftand it 
by common fence , that he maketh profefsion of the 
lawes, as if this were their proper‘and peculiar title, and 
not of the refidue. 

The anfwere of this doubt, though itbe eafie, yet to 
yeeld the fame fuchas is requifit, 1¢ behooucth firft tobe 
acquainted what law is, and wheteunto they ate bound, 
who ferthemfelues to ftudie that profefsion, that after. 
wards they may employ the fame to vfe, when they ate 
iudges or pleaders. The law (who fo well confidereth 
thereof) is nought elfe, but a reafonable will of the law- 
maker, by which he declareth, in what fort he will that 
the cafes which happen dayly in the common-wealth, 
be decided, for preferuing the fubieéts in peace, and dis 
reting them in what fort they are to line,andwhat things 
they are to-reftaine. 

I fayd,areafonable will, becaufe it {ufficeth not, that 
the king or emperour (who ate the efficient caufe of the 
lawes) declaring his will in what fort focuer, doth there- 


by 
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by make it a law, fot if the fame be notiuft, and groun- 
ded vpon reafon, it cannot be called a law, neither ts it: 
even as he cannot be tearmed a man who wanteth a rea- 
fonable foule. Therefore it is a matter eftablifhed by 
commonaccord,that kings enact their,!awes with affent 
of men very wife and of found iudgement , to the end 
they may be right, iuft,and good, and that the fubieéts 
may receiue them with good will, and be the more 
bound to obferueand obey them. The materiall caufe 
of the law.is, charit confift of fuch cafes as accuftomably 
befall inthe commonwealth, according to the order of 
nature, and not of things impofsible, or fuch as betide 
very fildome. The finall caufe is, to order the life of man 
and to direct him what he is to do, and what to forbeare, 
to che end that being conformed to reafon, the com- 
mionwealth may be preferued in peace. For this caule 
we fee, that the lawes are written in plaine words, not 
doubrfull, nor obfcure , nor of double vnderftanding, 
without ciphets, and without abbreuiations, and {0 ea- 
fie and manifeft, that whofoeuer fhall read them, may 
readily vnderftand and retaine them in memorie. And 
becaufe no man fhould pretend ignorance, they are pub- 
lickely proclaimed , that whofoeuer afterwatd breaketh 
them,may be chaitifed. 

In refpect therefore of the care and diligence which 
the good lawmakers ve, that their lawes may be iuft 
and plaine, they haue given in charge to the iudges and 
pleaders , that in actions or iudgements none of them 
follow his owne fence, but fuffer himfelfe to be guided 
~by the authoritie of the lawes: asif they fhould fay, We 
commaund, that no iudge or aduocat imploy his con- 
ceit, nor intermeddle in deciding whether the law be 
iuftor vniuft, nor yeeld it any other fence than that that 
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is contained in the text of the letter. So it followeth, that 
the Lawyers are to conftrue the text of the law, and to 
take that fence which is gathered out of the conftrudtion 
thereof, and none other. 

This doatine thus prefuppofed, it falleth out a mar. 
ter very manileft,for what reafon the Lawyers aretermed 
lettered,and other men of learning not (0, forthis name 
is deriued from the word letter, which isto fay, aman 
whois not licenced to follow the capacitie of his owne 
vaderftanding, but is enforced to enfixe the fence of the 
very letter. And for that the well pragtifed in this profet- 
fion haue fo conftrued it, they dare not denie ot affirme 
any thing which appertaincth to the determination of 
any cafe whatfocutr,vnlefle they haue lying before them 
fome law, which in expreffe tearmes decideth the fame. 
And if fometimes they fpeake of theit owne head, inter- 
lacing their conceit and reafon,without grounding vypon 
fome law, they doe it with feare and bathfilnefle: for 
which caufe is amuch worne prouerbe, We blufh when 
We {peake without law. Diuines cannot call themfelues 
lettered in this fignification, for inthe holy Scripture the 
letter killeth, and the fpitit giueth life; itis fall of myfte- 
tics, replenithed with figures and cyphers, obfcure, and 
not vnderftood by all readers, the vowels and phrafes of 
{peech hold avery different fignification from that which 
the vulgar and three-tongued men doeknow. Therefore 
whofocuer fhall fet himfelfe to confttue the letter, and 
takethe fence which rifeth of, thac Grammaticall con: 
ftrudtion, fhall fall into many errouts, 

The Phifitions alfo have no letter whereto to fab- 
mit themf{elues, for if Hippocrates and Galen,and the other 
Staue authors of this facultie, fay and affirme one thing, 
and that expetience and reafon approue the contratie, 
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they are not bound to follow them : for in Phificke, ex. 
perience beareth more {way than reafon, and reafon 
more than authoritie : but inthe lawes it betideth quite 
contrarie , for their authoritie and that which they de: 
termine, is of mote force and vigour than all the reafons 
that may be alleaged to the contrarie. W hich being fo, 
we haue the way layed open before vs, to afsigne what 
wit is requifit for the lawes. For if a Lawyer haue his vn- 
deritandiag and imagination tied to follow that which 
the law auouched, without aiding or diminifhing , it 
falleth out apparant, that this facultie appertaineth to 
the memorie, and that the thing wherein they muft la- 
bour,-is, to know the number of the lawes, and of the 
ules which are inthe text, andto callto remembrance 
each of them in patticular,and to rehearfe at large his fen- 
tence and determination, tothe end, that when occafion 
is miniftred, we may know there is: alaw which giueth 
decifion, and in what forme and manner. Therefore to 
my feeming,itis a better difference of wit for a lawyer to 
haue much memotie and litlevnderftanding, thanmuch 
vnderttanding and litle memorie. For if there fall out no. 
occafion of employing his wit and abilitie, and that he 
mutt haue at his fingers ends fo: oveat a number of lawes: 
as are extant, and fofar different from the other, with fo 
many exceptions, limitations,and enlargements;it fertes 
better to know by heart what hath beene determined in 
the lawes for euery point which fhall come in queftion, 
than to difcourfe with the vnderftanding in what fort the 
fame might haue beene determined : for the one of thefe 
is necefiarie, and the other impertinent, fince none other 
opinionthan the very determination of the law muft 
beare the firoke.. 
So it fals out for certaine,, that the Theoricke of the 
3 layy 
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154. Ghapete- The Triall of Wits. 
law appertaineth tothe memorie and not to the ynder- 
ftanding, not to the imagination: for which reafon, and 

for that the lawes are fo pofitiue, and that becaufe the 
Lawyers haue their ynderftanding {0 tied to the will of 
the law-maker, and cannot entermingle theit owne refo- 
lution, faue in cafe where they reft yncertaine of the de- 
termination of the law, when any client feeketh theit 

iudgement,they haue authoritie and licence to fay,] will 

looke for thecafe in my booke : which if the Phifition 

fhould anfwere when he 1s asked a remedie for fome dif 
eafe, ot the Diuine in cafes of confcience 3 we would re- 
pute them for men but fimply {eene in the facultie wher- 
of they make profefsion. And the reafon hereof is, that . 
thofe {ciences haue certaine vniverfall principles and de- 
finitions, vader which the patticular cafes ate contai- 
ned; but in the law facultie euery law containeth a fetie- 
rall particular cafe, without hauing any affinitie with the 
next, though they both be placed vnder onetitle. Inre- 
{ped whereof, it is neceflarie to haue a notice of all the 
lawes, and toftudie each one in patticular, and diftinly 
tolay themvp in memorie. But here againft Plato no- 
teth a thing worthie of great confideration and that is, 
how in his timea learned man was held in fafpition that 
he knew many lawes by heart, feeing by experience that 
fuch were not fo skilful iudges and pleaders, as this their 
vaunt feemed to pretend. Of which effeé it appeareth he 
could not find out the caufe, feeing in a place fo conueni- 
ent he did not report the fame onely he faw by experi- 
ence, that Lawyers endowed with good memotie, being 
fetto defend a caufe, or to giue a fentence, applied not 
their reafons fo well as was conuenient. 

The reafon of this effe€t may eafily be rendered in 

my dodtrine, prefuppofing that memorie is contratie to 
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the vnderftanding, and that the true interpretation of the 
lawes, toamplifie, teltraine, and compoundrhem, with 
their contraties and compofitions, is done by diftingui- 
fhing, concluding, arguing, indging, and chufing: which 
wotkes we haue often faid heretofore belong to dif- 


courte, and the learned man poflefsing much memorie, 


cannot by polsibilitiecnioy them. 

We haue alfo noted heretofore, that memotie fup- 
plicth none other office in the head, than faithfully to 
prefetue the figures and fantafies of things ; but the vn- 
der{tanding and the imagination, are thofe which worke 
therewithall. 

And if a learned man haue the whole att of memory, 
and yet want vnderftanding and imagination, hee hath 
no more fufficiencie to iudge or plead, than the verie 
Code ot Digeff,which compatsing within thé all the laws 
and rules of reafon , for all that cannot write one letter. 
Morcouer, albeit it betrue that the law oughtto be fuch 
as we have mentioned im his definition ; yet it falleth 
out a miracle to find thinges with all the’ perfeétions, 
which the vnderltanding attributeth vnto them. That 
the law be iuft and reafonable, and that it proceed fully 
to all that which may happen; that it be written in plaine 
termes,yoid of doubt and oppofitions,and that it receiue 
not diverfe conftruations, we fee not alwaies acconipli- 
fhed : for in conclufion, it was eftablifhed by mans coun 
fell, and that is not of force {ufficient to gine order for all 
that may betide : and thisis daily feene by experience,for 
after alaw hath been enatted with great aduifement and 
countell, the fame (in fhort{pace) 1s abrogated agaitie 5 
for whenit is once publithed:and put in practufe, a thou- 
find inconueniences difcouer themfelues’: whereof 
(when it was perfuaded)no man tooke regard ; and ther- 
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156 Geet TheTriall of Wits. 
fore kings and emperours are aduifed by the fame lawes, 
that they fhame not to amend and correé& their lawes : 
for, ina word, men they are, and matuell thete is none 
if they commit an error, fo much the rather, for that no 
law can comprehend in wordes and fentences all the 
citcumftances of the cafe which it decideth : for the 
ctaft of bad people is more wily to find holes than that — 
of good mento forefee how they are to be gouerned ; 
and therefore it was faid, Neither the lawes nor the tefo- 
lutions of the Senate can be fet downe in writing in fuch 
fort, that all che cafes which {euerally chance, may be 
comprifed therein ; but it fufficeth to comprehend the 
things which fall out oftencft; and if other cafes fucceed 
afterward, for which no law is enaéted, it decideth them 
in proper tearmes. : 
The law facultie is not fo bare of mles and princi- 
ples, but thavif the indge or pleader haue.a good dif. 
coutfe, to know how to applic them, they may find their 
ttue determination and defence, and whence to gather 
the fame. In fort, that if the cafes be more in number 
than the lawes, it behooueth,that in the iudge and in the 
pleader there be much difcourfe to make new lawes, and 
that not at all aduentures : but fuch as reafon (by his 
confonance) may teceiue them without contradidtion, 
This the Lawyers of much memotie cannot doe: for if 
the cafes which the law thrufteth into their mouth, bec 
not {quared and chewedto their hands, they are to feeke 
what to doe . We are woont to refemblea Lawyer, 
who can rehearfe many lawes by heart, to a regrater or 
hofier that hath many paires of hofen readie made in his 
thop , who, to deliuer you one that may fit you, muft 
make you to aflay them all : and if none agree with the 
buiers meafure, he muft fend him away hofelefle. Bura 
} learned 
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The Triall of Wits, apn 157 
learned nan of good vnderftanding,is like a good tailor, 
who hath his fheeres in his hand, and his peece of cloth 
on the table, and taking meafure, cutceth his hofen after 
his ftature that demandeth them. 

The theeres of a good pleader is his fharpe vnderftan- 
ding, with which he taketh meafure of the cafe, and ap- 
patelleth the fame with that law which may decide it: 
and if he find nota wholeone that may determine it in 
exprefle tearmes, he maketh one of many pceces, and 
therewith vfeth the beft defence that he may. The law- 
yers who are endowed with fuch'a wit and abilitie, are 
not to be tearmed lettered : for they conftrue not the let- 
ter, neither bind themfelues tothe formall words of the 
law ; but it eemeth they are law-makers,- or counfellors 
at law, of whom the lawes themfelues enquire and 
demaund how they fhall determine : for if they haue 
power and authority to interpret them,to reaue,toadde, 
and to gather out of them exceptions, and fallacies, and 
that they may corre and amendthem; it was‘not vnfit- 
ly faid, That they feeme to be law-makers. 

Of this fort of knowledge it was fpoken : By the 
_ knowledge of the lawes it is not meant to con their 
words by'rote ; but to take:notice of their force and 
power :as if hefhould fay, Let:no‘man thinke, that to 
know the lawes, isto beare inmind ‘the formall words. 
with which they are written; but to viderftand how far 
their forces extend, and what the point is which they 
may decide : for their reafon is {ubie@ to many varie- 
tics, by meanes of the'circumftances as well of time as. 
of perfon, of place,of manner,of matter, of caufésiand of 
the ching it felfe. All whielybreedeth an alteration é.4ithe 
decifion of the law, andif the iudge or pleader’bee not 
endowed with difcourfe, to gather out of the law, or to 
take: 
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take away of adioine that which the law felfe doth nore 
exptefie in words, he fhall commit many etrors in fol- 
lowing the letter : for it hath been faid, thatthe words of | 
the law are not to be taken after the [ewifh manner, that 
is, to conftrue onely the letter, and fo take the {ence 
thereof. 

On the things:alreadie alleaged, we conclude, that 
pleading is a worke of difcourle,, and that if the lear- 
ned in the lawes pofleffe much memorie, he fhall be yn- 
toward to iudge or plead through the repugnancie of 
thefe two powers. And this is the caufe for which the 
learned of fo, ripe memotie (whom P/ato mentioneth) 
could not defend well their clients\caufes,-nor applie the 
Jawes. Butin this doétrine there prefents it felfe a doubt, 
and that (in mine opinion) not of the lighteft : forif the 
difcourfe be that which, putteth the cafe in the law, and 
which determineth the fame: by diftinguithing , limi. 
ting, amplifying, inferring,and an{wering the arguments 
of the contrarie partie, how is it pofsible that the dif 
coutfe may compaffe all this, ifthe memorie fet not 
downe allthe lawes before it 2 for (as we haue aboue re- 
metbred) it is commanded, that no manin actions: ot 
iudgements fhall. vfe his ownefence, but leaue himfelfe 
to be guided by the authoritie of thelawes. Conforma: 
ble hereunto, it. behooueth firft 10 know all the lawes 
and tules of the law facultic, ere we can take hold ofthar 
which maketh to the purpofe of our cafe. For albeit we 
hane {aid that the pleader(of good vnderftanding) is lord 
of thelawes:-yetit is requifit that all his,reafons and ats 
guments be grounded on the principles of this facultie, 
wit! put which they. are of none effet or valure. Andta 
be able to doe this, it behooueth to haue much memorie 
that may preferue and retaine fo great anumber of lawes 
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be Trial of Wits. 
which are written inthe bookes. 

This argument prooueth itto beneceflarie,tothe end 
a pleadet may be accomplifhed, that there bee vnited in 
hima great difcourfe and much memorie. All which I 
confefle,but that which I would fay,is, that fince we can- 
not find great difcourfe ynited with much memorie, 
through the repugnancie which they carrie ech to other, 
It is requifit that the pleader haue muclrdifcourfeand lit- 
tle memory,rather than much memory & little difcourfe: 
for to the default of memotie are found many remedies 3 
as bookes,tables,alphabets, and other things deuifed by 
men: but if difcourfe faile, there cannothing bee found 

to remedie the fame. ev inore To deri 
Befides this, drifforle faith;that men of great difcourfe 
though they hauc atecblemeniorie, yet they hauemuch 
remembrance, by which they retaine a certaine diffule 
notice of things they haue {eene,heard,and read : whére- 
vpon.difcourfing,they call then:to memorie. And albeie 
they had not fo many remedies to prefent vnto the yn- 
derftanding the whole bodie of the ciuile law: yerthe 
lawes are grounded on fo great reafon, as Plato repor- 
tcth,that the antients termed the law W ifdomand Rea- 
fon. Therefore the tudge or pleader, of great difcourle, 
though iudgiag or countelling he have notthe law be- 
fore him; yet feldomefhall he ecommitan ettor : for he 
hath with him the inftrament, with. which the Empe- 
rours made the lawes. W hence oftentimesit fallech out, 
that a Iudge of good! wit giueth a fentence, without 
knowing the decifion of the law ;,andafterwards findeth 
the fame fo ruled in his books: and the like we (ee foine- 
times betideth the pleaders when they giue their indge- 
mient in a cafe without ftudying.. The lawes.and rules 
of reafon, whofoeucr well marketh them, ate the foun- 
taine: 
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160 —"E The Trial of Wits? 
taine and originall, whence the pleaders gather their ar- 
suments and reafons, to prooue what they vndertake. 
And this worke (for certaine) is performed by the dif. 
coutfe; which power if the pleader want, he thall neuer 
skill to fhape an argument, though he haue the whole ci« 
uill law at his fingers ends. ‘This we fee plainely to befall 
in-fuch as {tudie the art of Oratorie, when the aptnefle 
thereunto is failing : forthough they learne by art the 
Topicks of Céccra, being the {pring from which flow the 
arguments that may be inuented'to prooue every pro- 
bleme,both on the affirmatiue and the negatiue part : yet 
theycannot thereout-fhape a reafon. -Againe, there 
come others of great wit and towardnefle ; who without’ 
looking inbooke, or {tudying the Topicks, make a hun- 
dred arguments feruing for the purpole, as occafion re- 
uireth. | 
This felfe falleth out.in the Lawyers of good memo- 
rie, who will recite youa whole text very perfetly, and 
yet of fo great a multitude of lawes as ate comprifed 
therein ; cannot colle& fo much as one argument to 
prooue their inuention. And contrariwife, others who 
haue ftudied fimply without bookes,and without allow- 
ance, worke miracles in pleading of caufes . Hence we 
know,how much it importeth the common-wealth, that 
there may be fuch an’eletion and examination of wits 
for the fciences ;'inas much as fome without att know 
and vnderftand what they are to effe&: and others loa- 
den with precepts and rules, for that they wanta conue- 
nient towardlinefle for pra&tife, commita thoufand ab- 
furdities, which very ill befeeme them. So then) if to 
indge and plead, be effected by diftinguifhing, inferring, 
arguing,and chufing, it ftandeth with reafon, that whofo- 
euer ferteth himfelte to ftudie the lawes, enioya good 
ME dil ear tig: vinder- 


*~ 


ynderftanding, {eeing that firch actions appertaine to this 
power, and not to the memotie or to the imagination. 
How we may finde whether a child be endowed with 
this difierence of wit or no, it would doe well to vnder- 
ftand : bur firft ic behooueth to lay downe what are the 
qualities ofdifcourfe,and how manic differences it com- 
prifech in it felfe, to the end we may likewile know with 
diftin€tion, to which of thefe the lawes appertaine : for 
the fir{t, we muit weet, that albeit the vnderftanding be 
the molt noble power, and of greateft dignitic in man: 
yet there is none which is more ealily led into errour 
(as touching the trueth) chen the vnderftanding. This 
_Ariffotle atcempted to prooue when he faid, That the 
fenfe is cuer truc, but the vnderitanding (for the moft 
par) difcourieth badly : the which is plainly {een by ex- 
perience: for if were notfo amongit the Diuines, the 
Phifitions, the Philofophers, and the Lawyers, there 
would not fall our fo many weightie diflentions , fo di- 
ucts opinions, and fo many iudgements and conceits 
ypon eucry point, fecing the truth is neuer more than 
one. Whence it groweth, that the fences hold fo great 
a cettainetie in their obie&ts, and the vnderftanding is fo 
eafily beguiled in his; may well be conceined, if we con- 
fider that the obieéts of the fiue fences, andthe {pices by 
which they are knowne, haue their being reall, firme,and 
ftable by nature, before they are knowne : but that truth 
which is to be contemplated by the vuderftanding, if it 
felfe doe not frame and fafhion the fame, it hath no for- 
mall being of his owne ; butis wholly {catcered and lofe 
in his materials, as a houfe conuerted into ftones, earth, 
timber & tiles, with which fo many errors may be com- 
mitted in building, as there fhall men fet themfelues to 
build with ill imagination. | 
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162 “hee! The Trial of Wits, 4 
The like befalleth in the building which the ynder. 
ftanding raifeth when it frameth a wuth: for ifthe wit be. 
not good, all the refidue will worke a thoufand follies. 
with the felfefame principles. Hence (prings it that a= 
mongft men there are (0 fundrie opinions touching one 
felfe matter: for euety one maketh the compofition and 

figure fuch as is his vnderftanding. 

From thefe errours and opinions are the five fences 
free: for neither the eies make the colour,nor the taftthe - 
fauours, nor the feeling the palpable qualities ; but the 
whole is made and compounded by nature before anie | 
of them be acquainted with his obie&. Men becaufe 
they cattie not regard to this bad operation of the yn- 
derftanding , take hardineffe to deliner confidently © 
their owne opinion, without knowing (in certainetic) of 
what fort their wit is, and whither it can fathion a truth 
well orill. Andif webe not refolued herein, let vs aske 
fome of thefe learned men,who after they hauefetdewn — 
in writing , and confirmed theit opinions with manie 
arguments and reafons, and haue another time changed 

























theit opinions and conceit, when or haw they can af- 


fure themfelues, that (now at laft) they haue hit the naile 
on the head? themfelues will not denice, but that they 
etredthe firft time, {eeing they vnfay what they-faid to- 
fore. 

Secondly, I auouch, that they ought to haue the leffe 
confidence in their vnderftanding , becanfe the power — 
which once ill compounderh the truth, whileft his Pa- 
ttorie placed fo much affurance in his arguments and 
reafons, fhould therefore the footer take fufpea; that he 
May once againe flide into error whileft heworketh with 
the-felfefame inftrument of reafon; and fo much the ra- 


ther, for that it hath beene {eene by experiences, that the 


firft. 
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hath relied vpon a worle, and oflefle probabilitie. They 
hold it for a fufficient token, that the vnderftanding 
compoundeth well atruth, when they (ce it enamoured 
of fuch a figuresand that there are arguments and reafons 
which moue it to conclude in that fore: and verily they 
miffe their cufhion, for thefame vnderftanding carrieth 
the fame proportionto his falfe opinions, that the infe- 
tiour powers haue ech with the differences of their ob- 
iet: for if we demand of the Phifitions, what meat is 
beft and moft fauourie of all that men accuftomably feed 
ypon? I beleeue they will anfwere, that for men who are 
diftempered and of weake ftomacke, there is none abfo. 
lutely good or euill, but{uch as the ftomacke is that thall 
receiue it:for there are {tomacks (faith Galen) which bet- 
ter brooke beefe then hennes or cracknels, and other- 
fome abhorre egges and milke: and others againe haue 
alonging after them : and inthe maner of vfing meates, 


Vest a. 2 . > 
| fome like roft, and fome boild: and in roft, fomeloue 


to haue the bloud run in the difh, andfome to haue it 


| browne and burned. And (which is more worthie of 
' confideration) that meat which this day is {auourly ca- 


ten, and with good appetite, to morrow wil be lothed, 


_ and a farre worfe longed for in his roome. All thisis vn- 
_ detitood when the ftomacke is good and found: but if 
it fall into acertaine infirmitic, whichthe Phifitions call 
Pica, or Malacia, then arife longings after things which 








mans nature abhorteth : fo as they eat earth, coales, and 
lime, with greater appetite than hennes or trouts. If we 
pafle onto the facultie generatiue, we fhall findas many 
appetitites 8 varieties:for fome men loue a foule woman 
and abhorre a faite : others caft better liking toa foole 


than her that is wile; a fat wench is fulfome, and aleane 


M ij haue 


firft opinion hath borne moft truth, and afterwards he 
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all of Wits, ape se. 
haue their liking filkes and braue attire offend fome mens 
fancies, who lcefe themfelucs after one that totters in 
her ragges. Thisis vndetftood, when the genital parts 
are in their foundneffe : but if they fall into their infirmi- 
tic of ftomacke, which is termed Malacia,they couet de- 
teftable beaitlinefle. The fame befallethin the facultie 
fenfitiue : for of the palpable qualities, hard and foft, 
rough and{mooth, hot and cold,moitt and drie,there is 
none of them which can content euery ones feeling : for 
there are men who rake better reft ona hard bed than a 
fott,and otherfome better on afoftthana hard. All this 
varictie of ftrange tafts and appetites is found in the com- 
pofitions,framed by the vnderftanding:for ifwe afiemble 
a hundred men of learning, and propound a particular 
gueftion, each of them deliuereth a feueral! iudgement, 
and difcourfeth thereof in different manner.One felfe at- 
gument to one feemetha fophilticall reafon, to another 
probable ; and fome you fhall meet with, to whofe capa- 
citie it concludeth as if ic were a demonftration. And 
this is not onely true in diuerfe vnderftandings, but we | 
fee alfo by experience, that one felfe reafon concludeth 
to one felfe vnderftanding, at one time thus-wife, and at 
another time otherwife : fo much, that eucty day men 
vatic in opinion ; fome by proceffe of time purging their 
vnderftanding, know the default of reafon, which fart 
{wayed them, and others leefing the good temperature 
of theirbraine, abhorre the truth, and giue allowance 
to a leafing. But if the braine fall into the infirmitie, 
whichis termed Malacia,then we fhall (ee {trange iudge- 
ments and compofitions, arguments falfeand weake, to 
Ptooue mote forcibly than fuch as carrie ftrength and 
truth ; to good arguments, an anfwere fhaped, and to 
ada condefcending; ftom the premifles, whencea right 
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by ftrange arguments, and fond reafons, they prooue 
thei, bad imaginations. This, graue and learned; men 
duely aduifing, labour to deliver theit opinion, conceay 
ling the reafons whereon they ground ; for men per. 
fuade themfelues,that fo farre mans authoritie auaileth, 
as the reafon is of force on which he buildeth, and the 
arguments refting fo indifferent, for conduding through 
the diuerfitie of vnderftandings, euerie man giueth.a 
iudgement of the reafon conformably to the wit which 
he pofleffeth : for. which caule it is reputed greater gra- 
uitie to fay, This is mine opinion, for certaine, tealgns 
which mooue mefo.to thinkesthan to difplay the atgu- 
ments whereonhe relieth. But if they bee, enforced to 
render a reafon of theit.opinion, they ouerflip not,anie 
argument, how flight foeuer : for that which.they, leaft 
valued, with fome concludeth and worketh more effect, 
than the moft yrgent. VV herein the great mileric of our 
vnderftandiag is difcouered, which compoundeth and 
divideth, argueth and, reafoneth, andat laft..(when..it 
is growne to.a conclufion ), is void of proofe or, light, 
which may make it difcerne whether his opinion be true 
or no. | 1G 1st 

This felfe vncertainetie haue..the diuines in matters 
which appertaine not to’ the, faith ; for after. they have 
argued at full, rhey cannot then aflure thetfelues of anie 
infallible proofe or euident fuccefle that may difcouer, 
which -reafons catried greateft weight ; and fo euctie di- 
tine cafteth how he may beft.ground himfelfe, and, an- 
(were with moft apparence.to the! aduerfe pacties\argu- 
ments, his owne reputation faued, and this is all. whered- 
bouts he mutt beltow hisendeuour. Butthe charge ofa 
Phifition, anda Generall inthe field, after he hath well 
M wy dif{cout- 


conclufion may be colleGted, they gathera Vv ong,and , 
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‘difcourfed and'refiired the grounds of the contrarie par. 

‘tie, isto marke the fuccefle, which if it be good, he thall 
be held for difcreet if bad,all men will know that he te. 
lied vpon ‘euilefiill reafons. shy 

Jn matters of faith propounded by the Church, there 
can befall none errour : for God, beft weeting how yn- 
certaine mens reafons are , and with how ereat facilitie 
they runne headlong to be deceiued, confenteth not, 
that matters fo high and of fo weightie importance, 
fhould teft vpon our onely determination : but when 
two or three are gathered togither in his name, with the 
folemnitie of the Church, he forthwith entreth into the 
midft of them, as prefident of the a&tion, and fo giveth 
allowance to that which they fay well, and reaueth their 
ertouts, and of himfelfe reuealeth that, to whofe notice 
by-humane forces we cannot attaine. The ptoofe then 
which the reafons formed in matters of faich mutt re. 
ceiue , is to aduife well whether they prooue or inferre 
the fame, which the Catholicke church faith and decla- 
reth : for if they colle ought to the Contrarie » then 
(without doubt) they are faultie: but in other queftions 
where the vnderftanding hath: libertie of difcourfe, 
there hath not yet any maner bin aduifed to know what 
reafons conclude, nor when the vaderitanding doth 
well compound a truth: onely we relic vponthe good 
confonance which they make, and that ‘is an argument 
which may erre : for many falfe points carrie better ap: 
patence and likelier proofe of truth, than the true them: | 
felues. : 

Phifitions,and fuch as commaund in martial! affaires, 
haue firccefle and experience for proote of their reafons, 
For if ten captains proue by many reafons, thatit is beft 
to toyne battaile, and fo many (onthe other fide) defend 
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The Triall of Wits. Hop i 
the contrarie, that which fucceedeth, will confirme the 
one opinion, and conuince the other. And if two Phift- 
tions difpute, whether the patient fhall die or liues after 
he is cured or deceafed, it will appeare whofe reafon 
was beft. But for all this, the fuccefie is yet no fuffictent 
proofe: for whereas an effe& hath many caufes, it may 
very well betide happily for one caufe, and yet the rea- 
fons (perhaps) were grounded ona contrafie. Aristotle 
moreouert affitmeth, That to know what reafons con- 
clude, itis good to enfue the common opinion 3; for if 
many wife men fay and affirme one felfe thing , and all 
conclude with the fame reafons, it is afigne (choughto- 
picall) that they are conclufiue, and that they compound 
well the truch. But who fo taketh this into due confide- 
ration, fhall find it a proofe fubie& alfo vnto beguilings 
for in the forces of the vnderftanding, waightis of more 


~ preheminence than number : for ie fareth not in this, as 
P : > 


in bodily forces, that when many ioyne together to lift 
vp awaight,they preuaile much,and when few,but little: 
but to attaine to the notice of atruth deeply hidden,one 
high vnderftanding is of more value than a hundred 
thoufand which are not comparable thereunto; and the 
reafon is, becaufe the vnderftandings helpe not each.o- 
ther;neither of many make one, as it fals out in bodily 
powers. Therefore well fayd the wife man, Haue many 
peace-makers,but take one of a thoufand to be thy coun- 
fellour ; as if he fhould fay, Keepe for thy felfe. many 
friends, who may defend thee when thou fhalt bee dri- 
ten to cometo hand-ftrokes, butto aske countell,chufe 
onely one amongfta thoufand . Which fentence was 
alfo exprefled by Heraclitus, who fayd, One with me is 
worth athoufand. Ia contentions and caufes, euery leat- 
ned man bethinketh how he may beft ground himfelfe 
M ii} on 
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168 SG The Triall of Wits. 
on'reafon, but ‘after he hath well reuolued every thing, 
there istto att whiclican makehim know with aflurance 
whether his vnderftanding have made that compofiti- 
on which in iuftice is requifit: for if one pleader prooue 
with lawin had, That reafon flandeth on the deman- 
dants fide; and another by way alfo of the law, prooueth 
thelike forthe defendant: what remedie thall we denife, 
to know which of the'two pleadets hath formed his tea- 
fons beft ? The fentence of the ludge maketh no de- 
monftration of truc iuftice, neither can the fame be tear- 
med a fucceffe,for his fentence( alfo)is but an opiaion,and 
~ he doth none other than cleaue to' one of the two plea- 
dets : and'to increafe the numberof learned ‘men in one 
felfe opinion, isno argument to perftiade, that what they 
refolue vpon,is therefore true: for we have alteadie affir~ 
med and prooued, that many weake capacities (though 
they ioyne in one, to difcouer fome darke conceiued 
truth) fhall neuer arriue to ‘the power and force of fome 
one alone, if the fame be'ani vnderftanding of high reach, 
And that the fentence of the Tudge maketh no demon- 
‘f{tration, is plainely {eene,in that at another higher feat of 
iuftice they reuerfe the fame and giue a diuerfe ludge- 
‘Ment; and (which is wort) it may fo fall; thatthe infe- , 
rout 1udge was of un ablet capacitie thanthe fuperiour, 
and his opinion’ more’ ¢conformable’vnto reafon. And 
that the fentence of the fuperiour iudge, is nut a fuffici- 
ent proofe of iuftice neither, it isa matter very manifett ; 
for inthe fame aétions, and'from thefame iudges, with- 
out ‘adding or reauing’any one iot, we {ee datiy contra- 
rie fentences to’ iffue. Aind’he that once is ‘deeciued b 
placing confidence‘in his 6wne reafons, falleth duly in. 
to {ufpedt, that he maybe deceiuéd of new. Whete- 
through we fhould the leffe relic vpon his opinion, For 
he 
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he that is once naught (fayth the wife man) chafe him 
from thee. Pleaders feeing the great varietie of yndet- 
ftandings which poffeffe the iudges:; and that each of 
them is affectionate to the reafon which beft {quareth 
with his wit, and that fometimethey take fatisfation at 
oneargument,and fometimes aflent to the contrary they 
thereupon boldly thruft themfelues foorth to defend 
euery caufe in contrauerfie, both on the part affirmatiue 
and the negatiue ;.and this fo much the rather, becaufe 


they {ee by experience, that in the one manner and the 
other, they hauea fentence in their fauour, and fo.that 


comes very rightly to be verefied, which wifdome fayd, 
The thoughts of mortall men are timorous , and their 
forefichts vncertaine. Theremedie then which we haue 
againft this, feeing the reafons of the Lawyer faile in 
proofe and experience, fhall be, to make choice of men 


ereat vnderftanding , who may'be iudges and plea- 


‘dets; Forthe reafons and arguments of fuch (fayth 47s 


otle) are no \efle certaine and firme, than expetience it 


_felfe. And by making this choice, it feemeth,that the com- 


monwealth refteth aflured, that her officers thall admi- 
nifter iuftice. But if they giue them. all {cope to enter 
without making triall of their wit,as the vle is at this day, 
the inconueniences (which we haue noted ) will euer- 
mote befall. a = uh 
By what fignes it may be knowne, that he who thall 


» ftudie the lawes, hath the difference of wit requifit to: 


this facultie, heretofore (after a forty wehaue-exprefled: 
but yet, to renew it to the memorie, and to proouethe 
{ame mote at large; we muft know, that the child who. 


being fet to read, foone learnethto know his letters, and 


can pronounce cucry one with facilitie , according as 
they be placed inthe A B.C,giueth token,thathe fhall be 
6 endowed: 
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170 SPP" The Triall of Wits, 
endowed with much memorie, for fuch a worke as this 
(for cettaine) is not performed-by the vnderftanding, 
nor by the imagination, but it appertaineth ynto the of 
fice of the memotie, to preferue the figures of things, 
and to report the natures of each, when occafion fo re. 

_quireth ; and where much memorie dwelleth, we haue 
prooued before, that default of vnderftanding alfo taig- 
neth. 

To write alfo with {peed, and a faire hand, we fayd, 
that it bewraied an imagination,wl ierethrough the child 
who in few daies will frame his hand, and write his lines 
wight, and his letters euen, and with good forme and 
figure, yeeldeth figne of meane vnderftanding + for this 
worke is performed by the imagination, andthefe two 
Powets encounter in that contrarietie which wee haue 
alreadie {poken of and noted. 

_ And if being (ecto Grammer, helearne the fame with 
little labour, and in fhort time make good Latines, and 
write fine epiftles,with the well ruled clofes of Cicero, he 
fhall neuer be good iudge nor pleader , for it is a figne 
that he hath much memorie, and(faue by great miracle) 
he will be of flender difcourfe. But if {ach a one wax ob- 
itinat in plodding atthe lawes, and {pend much time in 
the {chooles, he will prooue a famous reader, and thal] 
haue a ftint of many hearers;for the Latine tongue is ve- 
ty gratious in chaires yand to read with great fhew, there 
ate requifit many allegations, and to fardell Vp in every 
law, whatfocuer hath beene written touching the fame; 
and to this purpofe, memorie is of more necefsitie than 
difcourfe. And albeit ic is true, that in the chaire hee bee 
to diftinguihh, inferte, argue, ludge, and chufe, to gather 
the true fence of the law ; yetin the end he putteth the 
cale as beft liketh himfelfe, he mooues doubts, maketh 
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CLrsallof Wits. re | 
obieftions,and giveth fentence after his owne will, with- 
out that any gainefay him: for whichameane difcourfe 
is fufficient . But when one pleader {peaketh for the 
plaintife, and another for the defendant, and a third 
Lawyer fupplieth the iudges place; this is a true contro- 
_, uerfic,and men cannot {peake fo at randon,as when they 
_ skirmifh without an aduerfarie .. And if the child profit 
_ flenderly in Grammer, we may thereby gather, that he 
_ hathagood difcourfe : I fay we may fo coniedture,. be- 
caufe it followeth not of necefsitie, that whofocuer can- 
not learne Latine , hath therefore f{traightwaies agood 
difcoutfe, {ceing we haue prooued tofore, that children 
of great imagination neuer greatly profit in the Latine 
| tongue ; but that which may beft difcouer this, is Lo- 
gicke : for this {cience cartieth the fame proportion. 
with the viderftanding , as the touchftone with gold. 


| 
nde cas econ blank 
| Wherethrough it falleth out certaine, that if he who ta- 
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keth leffon inthe arts, begin not within a monethor two 
to difcourfe and to caft doubts; and if there come not in 
his head arguments and an{weres ithe matter which is 
tteated of, he is void of difcourfe : but if he prooue to- 
watdly in his {cience, itis an infallible argument, that he 
is endued with a good vnderftanding forthe lawes, and 
fo he may forthwith addi& himfelfe to ftudie them with- 
out longer tarrying. Albeit I would hold.t better done, 
frit co runthrough the arts, becaufe Logicke, in refpect 
of the vnderitanding , is noughtels than thofe thackles 
_ which we clap om the legs of an vntrained Mule, which 





going with them many dates, taketh a fteddie and feemily La 
pace. Such a march doth the ynderltanding make in 
his difputations, when it firft bindeth the fame with the 
rules and precepts of Logicke: but if this child, whom 
we goe thus-wile examining, reapeno profit inthe La- 
tine 
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tine tongue, neither can come away with Logicke as, 
were requifit, it behooueth to trie whether he pofleffe 
a good imagination, ere we take him from the lawes ; for 
herein is lapped vp a very great‘fecret, and itis good that 
the commonwealth be done to ware therof; and it is,that 
there are fome Lawyers, who getting vp into the chaire, 
worke miracles in interpreting the texts, and others in 
pleading : but if you put the ftaffe of iuftice into their 
hands, they haueno more abilitieto gouerne, than as if 
the lawes had neuer beene enaftedto any fuch end ‘: and 
contrariwife, {ome other there are, who withthree mit 
vnderitood lawes, which they haue learnedat all aduen- 
tures; being placed’im any gouetnment, there cannot 
more be defited at any mans hands than they will per: 
forme. Atwhich effe&, fome curious wits take wonder, 
becaufe they fincke not into the depth of the canfe, from ~ 
whence it may grow : and the reafon is, that gouetn. 
ment appettaineth to the imagination, and not to the 
vnderftanding nor the memorie . And that this is fo, the 
matter may verie manifeftly be prooued , confidering 
that the commonwealth is to be compounded with or- 
der and concert, with euery thing in his due place, which 
al put togither, maketh good figure and correfpondence. 
And this ({undrie times heretofore) we haue prooued . 
to be a worke of the imagination : and it fhall prooue 
nought els to place a great Lawyer to be a gouernour, 
than to make a deafe mana Iudge in muficke; but this is 
ordinarily to be vaderftood,and not ag an vuiuerfall rule: 
for we hauealreadie prooued, it is pofsible that Nature 
can vnite great ynderftanding with much imagination 
fo hall there follow no repugnancie to bea good plea- 
der and a famous gouernour : and we heretofore difco- 
ueted , that Nature being endowed with all the forces 
| which 
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The Trial of Wits, Chev12. 173 
which fhe may poileffe, and with matter well feafoned, 
will make a man of gteat memorie, and of great vnder- 
ftanding, and of much imagination; who ftudying the 
lawes, will proouea famous reader, a great pleader,and 
no leffe gouernour : but Nature makes fo few fach,as this 
cannot pafle for a generall rule: 


“CHAP. XII. 


How it may be proowed, that of Theoricall Phificke, part ap- 
pevtatneth tothe memorie, and part to the vnderftan- 
ding, and the practuke to the imagination. 






Hat time the #abzan Phificke flouri- 
_ fhed, there was a Phifition very famous, 
as well in reading, as in writing , argu. 
ing, diftinguifhing, anfwering, and con- 
cluding ; who, men would thinke (in 
refpect of his profound knowledge) wete able to re- 
uiue the dead, and to heale any difeafe whatfoeucr, 
and yet the contratie cameto pafle: for hee neuer 
tooke anie paticnt in cure, who mifcatried not vn- 
der ‘his hand . Whiaereat greatly fhaming, and quite 
out of countenance , hee went and made himfelfe a 
Frier, complaining on his euill formne, being not able 
to conceiue the canfe how hee came fo to mifle. And 
becaufe the ftefheft examples affoord fureft proofe, 
and doe moft {way the vnderltanding , it was held by 
many graue Phifitions, that Joha_Areentier, a Phifiti- 

nof our time, farre furpafled Galea, in reducing the 
art of Phificke to a better method: and yer for all 
this, itis reported of him, that he was fo infortunate in 
practife, as.no patient of his countrey durft take Phificke 
at 
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at his hands, fearing fome difmall fucceffe. Hereatit fee: 
meth the vulgar haue good reafon to maruell, fecing by 
expetience (not onely in thofe rehearfed by vs, but alfo 
in many others with whom men haue dayly to deale) 
thatif the Phifition bea great clearke, forthe fametea- 
fon he is vnfic to minifter. 

Of this fle _ariftotlé procured to render a reafon, 
but could not find it out. He thought, that the canfe why 
the reafonable Phifitions of his time failed in curing, 
grew, for that ftich men had onelya generall notice, and 
knew not cuetie particular complexion; contrarieto the 
Empertickes, whofe principall ftudie bent it elfe to know 
the propetties of euery {euerall petfon, and let pafle the 
generall : but he was void ofreafon,for both the one and 
the other exercifed themfelues about particular cures, 
and endeuoured (fo much asin them lay) to know each 
ones nature fingly by it felfe. The difficultie then con- 
fifteth in nothing els, than to know for what caule fo 
well learned Phifitions, though they exercife themfelues 
all their life long in curing; yet neuer grow skilfull in 
practifc, and yet other fimple foules with three or foure 
tules, learne very foone : and the {chollers can more 
skill of minifting than they. ; 

The true anfwere of this doubt holdeth no little dif. 
ficultie, {ceing that Ariftotle could not find it out, nor 
render (at leaft in fome fort)any part thereof. But gtoun- 
ding on the principles of our do@trine , we will deliner 
the fame : for we muft know, that the perfeGtion ofa phi- 
fition confifteth in two things, no leffe neceffarie to at- 
taine theend of his art, than two legs are to goe with- 
out halting . The firftis,to weet by way of method, the 
precepts and rules of curing men in generall, without 
defcending to patticulars. The fecond, to belong time 
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The Trial of Wits, *9' 175 
exetcifedin practife, and to haue vifited many patients : 
for men ate not fo different each from other, birt that in 
diuers things they agtee ; neither fo conioyned, but that 
there reft inthem particularities of fuch condition, as 
they can neuer bee delivered by {peech, nor written, 
nor taught,nor fo collected, as that they may be reduced 
into art: burto know them,jis onely granted to him,whg 
hath often feene and had them inhandling. VV hich may 
eafily be conceiued, confidering that mans face, being 
com pofed of fo fmall.a number of parts,as are two:cyes, 
anofe,two-cheekes,a mouth,and a forehead, Nature fha- 
peth yet therein. fo many compofitions. and combinati 
ons,as if you affemble togither a hundred thoufand men, 
each one hatha countenance fo different from other,and 
proper to. himfelfe, that it falleth out a miracle to find 
two whodoaltogither refemble. The like betideth in the 
foure elements, and inthe foure firft qualities, hor, cold, 
moift, and drie, by the harmoniciof which, the life and 
health of man is compounded : and of fo flender a num+ 
ber of parts, Nature maketh fo many proportions, that 
if a hundred thoufand men be begotten, each of them 
comes to the world with a health fo peculiar and propex 
to himelfe, that if God fhould on the fudden: miraculou- 
fly change their proportion of thefe. firft qualities, they 
would all become fick,except fome two or three, that by 
great difpofition had the like confonance 8& propottion. 
W hence two: conclufions are neceflarily inferred. The 
firit is, that euetie man who fallethficke, ought to be cu- 
red conformable to his particular proportion;in fort,that 





if the Phifition reftore him not to his firft confonance ° 


of humours, he cannot recouer. The fecond,that to:pet- 
forme this as it ought, is requifit, the Phifition haue firft 
feen.and dealt with the patient fundry timesin his health, 
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by feeling his pulfe, perufing his ftate, and what manner 
countenance and complexion he isof, to the end that 
when he fhall fall ficke , he may iudge how farte he is * 
from his health, and in miniltring vnto him, may know 
to what point he isto reftore him. For the fitft,(namely 
to weet and ynderftand the Theoricke and compofition 
of theart) faith Galen,ic is neceflarie to be endowed with 
great difcoutfe and much memorie ; forthe one: pate of 
Phificke confifteth in reafon, and the other in experience 
and hiftorie . To the firft is vnderftanding requifite, and 
tothe other memotie, and it refting a mattet of fo oteat — 
difficultie, to vnite thefe two powers ina large degtee; it 
followeth of force, that the Phifition become vnapt for | 
the Theoricke. VW herethrough we behold many Phifi- 
tions,learned in the Grecke and Latine tongue,and great 
Anotomifts and Simplicifts (all workes of the memorie) 
who brought to arguing or difputation, or to find out 
the caufe of anie effect that appertaineth to the vnder- 
{tanding, can {mall skill thercot. 

The contrarie befalleth in others, who fhew great 
wit and fuffiencie in the Logicke and Philofophie of 
this art, but being fetto the Latine and Greeke tongue, 


touching fimples and anotomies, can doe little, becaufe 


memotie in them is wanting : for this caufe Galen {aid ve- 
ry well, That it is no matuell, if among fo great a multi- 
tude of men, who praétife the exercife and ftudie of the 
att of Phificke and Philofophie, fo few are found to pro- 
fit therein,and yeelding the reafon, he faith, It requires a 
great toile to find out a wit requifite forthis Science ; or 
a maifter who can teach the fame with perfe@ion, ot can 
{tudie it with diligence and attention .. But with all thefe 
reafons Galen goeth groping, forhe could not hit the 
caufe whence it comes to pafle, that few perfons profit 
in 
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i Phifick. Yet in faying it was a great labour to find out 
a wit requifit for this {cience, he {pake truth; albeit he did 


Pap-ly 


‘not fo far-forth {pecifie the fame, as we will: namely, for 


that it is fo difficult a matter to vnite a great vnderftan. 
ding with much memotie, no man attaineth to the 
depth of Theoricall Phifick. And for that there is found 
a tepugnancie betweene the vnderftanding and the ima- 
gination (whereunto we will now prooue, that practife 
and the skill to cure with certaintie,appertatneth) itisa 
mitacle to find out a Phifition, whois both a great The- 
orift, and withall a great practitioner, ot contratiwilea 
gteat practitioner, and very well {een in Theorick. And 
that the imagination, andnot the viaderftanding, isthe 
power whetof the phyfition is to ferue himfelfe in know- 
ing and curing the difeafes of particular perfons, may ea- 
fily be prooued. Sad 
Firtt of all prefuppofing the do€ttine of Aréfotle,who 


_ affirmeth, That the vnder{tanding cannot know particu. 


lars, neither diftinguith the one trom the other, nor dif- 
cerne the time and place, and other particularities which 


_ make mendifferent ech from other: andthat euery one 


isto be cured after a diuers maner ; andthe reafonis (as 
the vulgar Philofophers auouch) for thatthe vnderftan- 
ding isa {pirituall power, and cannot be altered by the 
particulars, which are replenifhed with matter. And for 
this caufe _4riffotle faid, That the fence is of particulars, 
and the vnderftanding of yniuerfals. 

If then medicines are to worke in patticulars, and 
notin vniuerfals(which are vnbegotten, and vacorrup- 
tible) the vnderftanding falleth outtobe a power im- 
pertinent for curing . Now the difficultie confifteth in 
difcerning why men of great vnderftanding cannot pof- 
{eile ood outward fences for the particulars, they be- 
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ing powers {o repugnant : and the reafon is verie plain, 
anid this is it, That the outward fenfes cannot well per- 
forme their ‘operations, voleffe they be alsifted with a 
good imagination: and this we-are to prooue by the o-, 
pinion of Ariffotle, who going about to expreffe what 
the imagination was, faith it isa motion caufed by the 
outwatd fence, in fort, asthe colour which multiplieth 
by the thing coloured,doth alter the ele. And fo it fareth 
that this felfe colour, which is in the chriftallin humour, 
pafieth farther into the imagination, and maketh therein 
thefame figure which was inthe eie. And ifyou demand 
of which of thefe two kinds the notice of the patticular 
is made, all Philofophers auouch (and that verie truely) 
that the fecond figure is ir which/alrereth the imaginati- 
on, and by them both is the notice caufed; conforma- 
ble to that fo common {peech, From the obie@,and from 
the power the notice fpringeth. But fromthe firft which 
is in the chriftallin humour,and ftom the fightfull power, : 
groweth no notice, if the imagination be not attentive 
thereunto, which the Phifitions doe plainly prooue,fay- 
ing, Thatif they lance or feare the flcth of a difeafed pet- 
fon,who for all that feeleth no pain, it fhews a token that 
his imagination is diftraGed into fome profound con- 
templation : whence we fee alfo by expetience in the 
found, that if they be raught into fome imagination, 
they {ce not the things before them, not heare though 
they be called,nor taft meat fauotie or vnfauorie, though 
they haue it in theit mouth. Wherefore itis. a thing cer- 
| taine, that not the vnderftanding or outward fences, but 
th the imagination, is that which maketh the judgement, 
a and taketh notice of particular things, 

It followeth then, that the Phifition who is well feene 
in Theoticke, for that hee is indowed with great vader- 
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flanding, or great memorie, muft of force ptooue a bad 
practitioner, as hauing defect in his. imagination’. And 
contrariwile, he chat proouetha good practitioner, muft 
of force be a bad Theorift : for much imagination can- 
not be vnited with much vnderftanding and much me- 
morie. And this is the caufe for which fo few are tho- 
roughly feene in phificke, or commit but {mall errotsin 
curing : for,not to halt inthe worke, it behooucthto 
know the art, and to poflefle a good imagination, for 
putting the fame in practife, and we haue prooued that 
thefe cannot fticke togither. 

The Phifition neuer goeth to know and cure a dif- 
eafe, but that fecietly to himfelfe he frameth a SyHoge/(me 





in Dary, though he be neuer fo well experienced, and 


the proofe of his firft proportion belongeth to the vn- 
derftanding, and of the fecond to the imagination : for 
which caufe, the great Theorifts doe ordinarily erre in 


the minor, andthe great practitionersin the mazor:as if % 


we fhould {peake after this manner, Euerie feaurer which 
{pringeth from cold and moift humours, ought to bee 
cured with medicines hot and drie. (Taking the token- 
ing of the caufe) this feauer which the man endureth, de- 
pendeth on humors cold and moift : therefore the fame 
is to bee cuted with medicines hot and drie. The vn- 
derftanding will fuftiaently proouethe truth of the za- 
gor becaute it is an vniuerfall,@ying; That cold and moift 
require for their temperature hot and dri : for euerie 
qualitie is abated by his contrarie. But comming to 
prooue the ménor, there the vnderftanding is of no va- 
lue; for that the fame is particular and of another iutif- 
diGtion, whofe notice appertaineth to the imagination, 


> borowing the proper and particular tokens of the difeafe 


from the fiue ourward fences. 
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Andif the tokening is to be taken ftom the feauer, or 
from his caufe, the vnderftanding cannot reach thereun- 


to: onely it teacheth the tokening is to be taken from | 


that which theweth greateft perill ; but which of thofe 
tokenings is ereateft,is only knowne to the i magination, 
by counting the damages which the feauer produceth, 
with thofe of the Systones of the euill, and the caule, 
and the {mall or much force of the power.To attaine this 
notice , the imagination poffeffeth certaine ynutterable 
properties , with which the fame cleereth matters that 
cannot bee expreffed nor conceiued , neither is there 
found any art to teach them. W herethrough we fee 
a Phyfition enter to vifit a patient, and by meanes of his 
fight, his heating, his {melling, and his fceling, he know- 
eth things which feeme impofsible. In fort,that if we de- 
maund of the fame Phyfition, how he could come by fo 
teadie a knowledge, hinfelfe cannot tell the reafon : for 
it is a grace which {pringeth ftom the fruitfulneffe of the 
imagination, which by another nameis teatmed a readi- 
nefie of capacitie,which by common fignes, and by yn- 
certaine coniectures , and of {mall Importance, in the 
twinckling of an eye knoweth a hundted differences of 
things, wherein the force of curing and prognofticating 
with certainetie confifteth. 

This {pice of promptneffe , men of great vnderftan- 
ding doe want, for that it isa part of the imagination; for 
which caule, hauing the tokens before theit eyes (which 
giue them notice how the difeafe fareth) it worketh no 
manner alteration in their fences, for that they want ima. 
gination. A Phyfition once asked me in great fecrefie, 
W hat the caufe was, that he hauing ftudied with much 
cutiofitie all the rules and confiderations of the art 
prognofticatiuc; and being therein throughly inftru@ed, 
yet 





OM 














Hie SE ti ke ne ts N/E at 





yet could never hit the truth in any prognoftication 
which he made: To whom( I remember) I yeelded this 
anfwer that the art of Phifickis learned with one power, 
and put in execution with another . This man hada ve- 
rie good vnderltanding, but wanted imagination : but 
in this do&trine there arifeth a difficultie very great, and 
that is, how Phifitions of great imagination can learne 
the art of Phificke, feeing they want that of vnderftan- 
ding : and if it betrue, that fuch were better than thofe 
whowere well learned, to what end ferueth it to {pend 
time in the {chooles ? to this may be an{wered, that firft 
to knowthe att of Phificke, is a matter verie important: 
for in two or three yeares a man may learn all that which 
the ancients haue bin getting in two or three thoufand. 
And if aman fhould herein afcertaine himfelfe by expe- 
tience , it were requifit that he lined fome thoufands of 
yectes, and in experimenting of medicines, hee fhould 
kill an infinis number of perfons, before he could attaine 

to the knowledge of their qualities : from whence we 

are freed, by reading the bookes of reafonable expetien- 

ced Phifitions, who giue aduertifement of that in wrt- 

ting, which they found out inthe whole courfe of their 

liues ; to the end that the Phifitions of thefe daics may 

minifter fome receits with aflurance, and take heed of 
otherfome as venomous. 

Befides this,we are to weet,that the common and vul- 
gar points of all arts are very plain and eafie to learne,and 
yet the moft important of the whole worke. And con- 
trariwife, the molt curious and fubtile, are the moft ob- 
{cure,and of leaft necefsitie for curing. And men of great 


imagination, ate not alrogither depriued of vnderftan- 


ding,not of memorie, Wherethrough,by hauing thefe 


two powers in fome mealure, they are able to learne the 
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moft neceffatie points of Phificke : for that they are 


plaineft, and with the good imagination which they 
haue,can better looke into the difcafe and the canfé ther- 
of, than the cunningeft doctors. Befides that, the ima- 
gination is it which findeth out the occafion of the re- 
medie that ought to be applied, in which grace the grea- 

teft part of pradtife confifteth: for which caufe Galen faid, 

That the proper name of a Phifition,was,The finder out 

of occafion. 

Nowto be able to know the place, the time, and the 
occafion,for cettaine,is a worke of the imagination, fince 
it toucheth figure and cortefpondence 3 but the difficul- 
tie confifteth in-knowing (amonett fo many differences 
as there are of the imagination) to which of them the 
practife of Phificke appertaineth , for itis certaine, that 
they all agree notin one felfe particular reafon: which 
contemplation hath giuen me much more toile and la- 
bour of {pirit than all the refidue; and yet forall that, I 
cannot as yet yeeld the fame a fitting name, vnilefle it 
{pring from a lefle degree of heat, which partaketh that 
difference of imagination, wherewith verfes and fongs 
are endited. Neither doe I relic altogether on this, for the 
reafon whereon I ground my felfe, is, that fuch as I haue 
matked to be good practitioncrs,do all piddle fomewhat 
inthe art of verfifying, and raife not vp their contempla- 
tion very high, and their verfes are not of any rare excel- 
lencie, which may alfo betide, for that theit heat excee- 
deth that tearme which is requifit for poettie: and if it 
fo come to paffe for this reafon, the heat ought to hold 
fuch qualitie , as ‘it (omewhat drie the fubftance of the 
braine, and yet much refolué not the natural héat; al- 
beit (if the fame paffe further) it breeeeth no euill diffe- 
tence of the wit for Phificke , forit yniteth the ynder- 
ftanding 
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ftanding to the imagination by aduition. But the: imagi- 
nation is not fo good for curing’, as this which I feeke, 
which inuiteth a man to be a witch, fuperftitious,a magi- 
cian,a deceiuer,a palmifter,a fortune teller, and acalker: 
for the difeafes of men are fo hidden, and deliuer their 
motions with fo great fecrecie,that it behooueth alwaies 
to goe calking while the matter is. 

This difference of i imagination may hardly be found 
in Spaine,for tofore we haue proued,that the inhabitants 
of this region want memorie and imagination, and haue 
| good difcourfe: neither yet the imagination of {uch as 
: dvsell towards the North, is of sles in Phificke,for it is 
| very flow and flacke,onely the fame is towardly to make 
clockes,pitures,poppets,and other ribaldries which are 
| impettinent for mans feruice. . 
fEzyptalone is the region which ingendereth in his 
inhabitants this dieters of i imagination, wherthrough 
the Hiftorians neuer make an end of telling, how great 
| enchaunters the ASHPHADS ate, and how readie for ob- 
| taining things, and finding remedies to their necefsities. 
| dofephto exaggerat the wifedome of Salomon {aydin this 
: manner, Sal great was the knowledge and wifedome 
| which Salomonreceiued of ody nat he e outpaficd all the 
: ancients, and euen the very Egyptians, who were repu- 

ted the wifeft of all others. And Pzto allo yds thatthe HN 
| eyptians exceeded all the men of the world in skill | 
| how to eet their lining; which abilitie appertaineth to 
the imagination . And that this is true, may plain iely ap- asia 
peare, for thatall the {ciences belonging to the imagina- Wi NS 
tion, were firft deuifed in gy pt, as the Mathematickes, HS iis 
Aftrologie, Arithmeticke, Perfpectine, Tudiciarie, ze 
ine reft. Burd the argument which moft ouerruleth m 
his behalte,is,that when Francis of Valois king of Frat ace, 
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was molefted by along infirmitie, and {aw that the Phi- 
fitions of his houfhold and court, could yeeld him no 
remedic,he would fay euery time when his feauer increa- 
fed, It was not pofsible that any Chriftian Phifition could 
cure him, neither at their hands did he euer hope for re- 
couetie : wherethrough one time agreened to fee him- 
felfe thus vexed with this feauer, he difpatched a poftin. 
to Spaine, praying the emperour Charles the fifth, that 
he would fend him a Iew Phifition, the beft of his court, 
touching whom he had vnderftood, that he was able to 
yeeld him remedie for his ficknefle, if by art it might be 
effected . At this requeft the Spaniards made much 
game , and all of them concluded it was an humorous 
conceit of aman,whofe braines were turmoiled with the 
feauer. But for all this, the Emperour gaue commande- 
ment, that fucha Phifition fhould be fought out, if any 
there were, though to find him, they fhould be driuen to 
fend out of his dominions: and when none could be met 
withall, he fent a Phifition newly made a Chriftian, fup- 
pofing that he might ferue to fatisfie the kings humour. 
But the Phifition being arriuedin France, and brought 
to the kings prefence ; there pafled betweene thema gra- 
tious difcourfe, in which it appeared, that the Phifition 
was a Chriftian : and therefore the king would receiue 
no phificke at his hands. The king with opinion which 
he had conceiued of the Phifition, that he wasan He- 
brue, by way of pafsing the time, asked him whether he 
Were not as yet weatie in looking for the Mesias promi- 


fed inthe law 2 The Phifition anfwered; Sir I expect not 


any Mefsias promifed in the Iewes law. You are verie 
wife in that (replied the king: ) for the tokens which 
were deliuered in the diuine Scripture , whereby to 
know his comming, are all fulfilled many daies agoe. 
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This number of daies (reioyned the Phifition) we 
Chriftians doe well reckon: for there are now finifhed 
1542 yeares, that hee cameand conuerfed in the world 
33 yeares; in the end of which he died on the croffe, and 
the third day rofeagaine, and afterwards afcended into 
heauen, where he now remaineth. Why then (quoth 
the king) you are a Chriftian ? yea Sir, by the grace of 
God Iam a Chriftian(quoth the Phifition:)then(anfwe- 
ted the king)return you home to your own dwelling in 
good time : for in mine owne houfe and court I haue 
Chriftian Phifitions very excellent, and I held you for a 
Jew, who (in mine opinion) are thofe that haue beft na- 
turall abilitic to. cure my difeafe. After this manner he li- 
cenced him to depart, without once fuffering him to 
feele his pulfe, or fee his ftate, or telling him one word 
of his gricfe. And forthwith he fent to Conftantinople 
for a Tew, who healed him with the onely milke of a 


fhee Affe. 


This imagination of king Francés(as I thinke)was ve- 
ty true, and I haue fo concetued it to be, for that in the: 
gteat hot diftemperatures of the braine, I haue prooued. 
tofore, how the imagination findeth out that, which 
(the partic being found) could-neuer haue done. And 


becaue it hall not feeme that I haue {poken tn ieaft, and: 


without relying herein vpon a materiall ground, you 


Shall yvnderftand, thatthe varieties.of men, as well in the 
compofitions of the bodie, as of the wit and conditions 
of the foule, {pring from their inhabiting countries of 
different temperature, from drinking diuers waters, and 


from notvfing all of them one kind of food. Wherein 


o ° 
Plato faid, Some through variable windes and heats, are 
amoneft themfelues. diuers inmannerand kinds: others 
through the waters and food which {pring of the carth, 
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who not onely in their bodies, but in their minds. al 
can skillto doethings better and worle: as if he fhould 
fay,fome men are different ftom others, either by reafon 
of the contrarie aire, or through drinking {euerall wa- 
ters, or forthatthey feed notall vpon one kind of meat, 
and this difference is difcerned not onely in the counte- 
mance and demeanure of the bodie, but alfo in the wit 


of the foule. : 


If T then shall now prooue, that the people of Ifcaell 


dwelt many yeares in gypt, and that departing from - 


thence, they did eat and drinke waters and meats, which 
ate appropriat to make this difference of imagination; I 
shall then yeeld a demonftration for the opinion of the | 
king of France, and by confequence we fhall vnderftand 
what wits of men are in Spaine to be made choice of, 
mult know, that abraham asking tokens whereby to 
be aflured, that he or his defcendents fhould pofleffe the 
land of promifesthe text fayth, that whileft he flepr, God 
made him anfwere,faying, Know that thy feed thall bea 
{ranger ina countrey not his owne, and they thall make | 
them vndetlings in bondage, and affli& them for 400 

yeares, notwithitanding I will iudge that nation whom 
they ferue, and after this, they fhall depart from thence 
with great fubftance ; which ptophefie wasaccompli- 
fhed z albeit God for certaine refpeats, added thereunto 
3° yeates mote, for which caufe the Scripture fayth, But 
the abode of the children of Iftaell in Egypt, was 430 
yeates,which being finithed, that very day the whole at- 
mue of the Lord departed out of the land of Agypt. But 
although this texr fay manifeftly, that the people of It 
taell abode in AEgypt 40M yeares, a gloffe declareth,that 


thele yeares were the whole time which Ifraellwent on 
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pilgtimage, vntill he poflefled his ownecountrey. Inas) yi 
much as he remained in Agypt but 210 yeares, which i 
declaration agreeth not well with that which S. Stephen | 
the Prothomattyr made in his difcourfe to the Iewes, 
| namely, thatthe people of Iftacl was 430 yeares in the 
_ bondageof Egypt. | 
And albeit the abode of 210 yeares fufficed, that the 
qualities of Aigypt might take hold inthe people of If 
racl, yet the times whiles they liued abroad, was no loft 
feafon, in re{pe& of that which appertaineth to the wit: 
for thofe who liue in bondage, in miferie, in affliGion, 
and in ftrange countries, engender much choller aduft, 
becanfe they want libertie of {peech, and of reuenging 
their iniuties: and this humour,when the fame is growne 
drie, becommeth the in{trument of fubtiltie, of craft, and 
of mallice : whence we fee by experience, thatif aman 
rake hell for bad manners and conditions, he cannot find 
worfe than inaflaue, whofe imagination alwaies occu- 
pieth itfelfe, in deuifing howto procure dammage to ‘his 
mailter, and freedome to himfelfe. Moreouer, the land 
which the people of Iftael walked through, was not 
much eftranged nor different from the qualities of /E- 
gypt: forin refped of the milerie thereof, God promi- 
fed Abraham to giue him another, much more aboun- 
dant and fruitfull . And this is a matter greatly verefied; 
| aswell in good naturall Philofophie;‘as in experience, 
: that barraine and beggerly regions, not fat, nor plentiful 
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of fruit, engender men of very fharpe wit. And contraris 
wife, abundant.and fertile foiles bring foorth petfons big 
limmed,couragious,and of great bedily forces, but verie 
flow of wit. HAN ks 

Touching Greece; the Hiftotians neuer makean end ae 
to recount, how appropriat that region is to breed men: | 
of 
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of great habilitie, and particularly Galen auoucheth, that 
it is helda miracle for a man to finda foole in Athens, 
And we mutft note, that this was a citie the moft mifera- 
ble and moft barren of all the retin Greece. Whence 
we colleét,thatthrough the qualities of Egypt,and ofthe 
prouinces where the Hebrue people liued, they grew 
very quick of capacitie. But it behooueth likewife to vn- 
derftand, for what caufe the temperature of Aigypt pro- 
duceth this difference of imagination. And this will fall 
out a plaine matter when you are done to ware, that in 
this region the Sunne yeeldeth a feruent heat: and there- 
fore the inhabitants haue their braine dried, and choller 
adutt, the inftrument of wilinefle and aptneffe. In which | 
fence,4ri/totle demandeth,why the men of ZEthy opia 8 
gy pt haue their feet crooked,and are commonly curle- 
pated and flat nofed 2 to which probleme he an{wereth, 
That the much heat of the country rofteth the fabftance 
of thefe members, and wryeth them, as it draweth togi- 
thera peece of leather fet by the fire ; and for the fame 
caufe their haire curleth, and themfelues alo are wily. 
And that fuchas inhabit hot countries, are wifer than’ 
thofe who are borne in cold regions , we haue alreadie 
prooued by the opinion of  4riffotle: who demandeth 
whence it growes,that men ate wifer in hot climats than 
in cold But he wift not to anfwere this probleme, nor 
make diftinction of wifedome : for we haue prooued 
heretofore, that in man there refttwo forts of wifdome ; 
one whereof Plato {aid , Knowledge which is feuered 
ftom Iuftice, ought rather to be tearmed craft than wile- 
dome: another there is found accompanied with iuftice 
and fimplicitie, without doubleneffe, and without wiles: 
and this is properly called Wifedome : for it goeth 
alwaics guided by iuftice and dutic. They who inhabit 
vety 
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The Trial of Wits. 12. 189 
very hot countries, are wife in the firft kind of wifdome, 
and fuch as are thofe of Egypt. 

Nowlet vs fee when the people of Ifrael was depar- 
ted out of Aigypt, and come into the defart, what meat 
they did eat, what water they dranke, and of what tem- 
perature the aire was where they trauelled? that we may 
know whether vpon this occafion,, the wit with which 
they iflued out of bondage, tooke exchange; or whether 
the {ame were more confirmed in them ? Fortie yeares 
(faith the text) God maintained this people with Manna, 
a meat fo delicat and {auoutie, as any might be that euer 
men tafted in the world. In fort, that AZofes {eeing the de- 
licacie and goodneffe thereof; commanded his brother 
(Aaron to fill a veffell, and place the fame in the Arke of 
contederacie, to the end the defcendents of this peo- 
ple, when they were fetled in the land of promife, might 
fee the bread with which God had fed their fathers, 
whiles they liued in the wilderneffe, and how bad pay- 
ment they yeelded him in exchange of fuch chetifh- 
ments. And tothe end that we,who haue not feene this 
meat, may know of what manner the fame was:it will do 
well that we defcribe the Manna which Nature maketh; 
and {o adioyning thereunto the conceit of a great delica- 
cle, we may wholly imagine his goodnefle. The mate- 
tiall caufe of which Manna is engendered, is a very de- 
licat vapour,which the Sunne, with the force of his heat, 
draweth vp from the earth; the which taking ftay aloft, 
is concocted and made perfe& : and then the cold of the 
night comming on, it congealeth,and through his weigh- 


tinefle, curnetlyro fall vpon the trees and itones, where > 


men gather the fame, and preferne it in veffels to ferue 
for food. Itis called Deawy, and Aity honny, through 
the refemblance which it beareth to che deaw, and for 

that 
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#-'2- The Triall of Wits? ih 
that it is made in the aire. His colour is white, his Quour 
{weet as honny : his figutelike that of Coriander, which 

fignes the, holy Scripture placeth alfo in the Manna, 

which the people of Iftael did eat »and therefore I carry 

an imagination, that both were femblablein nature. But 

if that which God created were of mote delicat {ub- 
{ftance, fo much the better thall we confirme our opini- 

on. But Tam cuer of opinion, that God applied himfelfe 

to naturall meanes, when with themhe could performe 

what he meant; and where nature wanted : his omnipo- 

tencie fupplied. This I fay, becaufeto giue them Manna 

to eat in the defart (befides that which hereby he would 

fignifie) me feemeth was founded in the felfe difpofiti- 

on of the earth, which (euen at this day) produceth the 

beft Manna inthe world: through which Galen affir- 
meth, Thaton Mount Libanus (whichis not far diftant 

from this place) there is great and very choice abun- 

datice : in fort, that the countrey people are wont to fing 
in their paitimes,T hat Japéter raineth honny ia that re Ci 

on. And though it be true,that God miraculoufly created 

that Manna infuch guantitie, at fuch time, andon {peci- 

all daies ; yet it may be thav it partaked the fame nature 

with outs, as had alfo the water which Ago/es drew forth 

of the rocke ; and the fire which Eves with his word cau- 

{ed to raine from heauen ; all of them natural things, 

though miraculoufly brought to pafle. 

The Manna defcribed by the holy Scripture, it faith 
Was as deaw,and as the feed of Coriander,white, and in 
taft like honny, which conditions are alfo inthe Manna 
ptoduced by nature, The temperature of this meat, the 
Phifitions fay, is hot, and confifting of fubrile and verie 
delicat patts, which compofition the Manna eaten by 
the Tews, fhould alfo {ceme to haue : whercon (complai- 
ning 
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The Triall of Wits. Chat 19} 
hing of his tenderneffe ) they faid in this manner, Our 
foule hath a fulfomneffe at this flizht meat; as if they 
fhould fay, that they could no longer endure nor brooke 
folighta meat in their ttomacke : andthe Philofophie 
of this was, that their ftomackshad been made ftrong 
by onions, chibals, and leeks ; and comming to cata 
micat of fo {mall refiftance, it wholly with them turned 
into choler. And for this caufe, Gales gaue the charge, 
that men endowed with much naturall heat, fhould for- 
beare to eat honny or other light meats : for they would 
turne to corruption, and in ftced of digeftion, would 
partch vp like foot. oss 

The like heereot befell to the Hebrues, as touching 
Manna, which with them wholly turned into chollera- 
duft, and therefore they were altogither dry and thin: 
for this meat had no corpulencie to fatten them. Our 
foule (faid they) is dtie, and our cies fee nothing but 
Manna. The water which they dranke after this meat, 
wasfuch as they would defite; and if they could not 
find any fuch, God fhewéd to Afofes awood of fo di- 
uine vertue, that dipping the fame in groffe and {alt wa- 
ters, it made them ro become delicat and of good fauor: 
and when they had no fort of water at all, AZo/es took the 
rod with which he had patted the red Sea, and ftriking 
therewith the rocks, there iflued {orings of waters fo de- 
licat and fauoury,astheir taft-could defire. In fort, that 
S. Pawle faith, The rocke followed them: asif he fhould 
fay, The water of the rocke feconded their taft, ifuing 
delicat, {weet,and fauourie. And they had accuftomed 
their ftomacks before, to drinke waters thicke and bri- 
nifh: for in Aegypt (faith Gale) they-boiled them ere 


_ they could {erue for drinke, for that they were naughty 


and corrupt, fo as afterwards drinking waters fo delicat, 
it 





"Ys 


Vr: 
1 


































| Spee 





| 
qs 


J, 






7 me | oe 
we Be 
RRC 


ey 
FINS! 






meme 
= a 


e 
A 





ae 


= 





AF Ef 2 | 


ar eee | ; 

























































192 Chap.12. The Trial of Wits? 
it could not fall out otherwife,but that they fhould turne 
into choller, for that they found fimall refittance. Water 
requireth the fame qualities, to digeft well in our fto- 
mack(faith Gale) and not to corrupt, that the meat hath 
wheron weaccuftomably feed. Ifthe ftomack be ftrong, 
it behooueth to giue the fame {trong meat, which may 
anfwer in proportion: if the fame be weake and delicate, 
{uch alfothe meat ought tobe. The like regard is to be 
held as touching the water : where-through we {ee by 
experience , that if aman vfeto drinke grofle water, he 
neuer quencheth his thitft with the purer, neither fee- 
leth it in his ftomacke. Rather the fame encreafeth his 
thirtt : for the excefsiue heat of the ftomacke burneth 
and refolueth it fo foone as it is receiued, becaufe therein 
is no refiftance. 
The aire which they enioyed in the defart, wee may 

alfo fay, that it was {ubtile and delicat : for iourneying * 
ouer mountaines, and through vninhabited places, they 
had the fame alwaies frefh, cleanfed, and without anie 
corruption : for they neuer made long {tay in any one 
place. So did it alwaies carrie a temperature : for by day 
a cloud was fet before the Sun, which fuffered him not 
to fcorch ouer vehemently ; and by night, a pillar of fire, 
which moderated the fame. And to enioy anaite of this 
manner (4r#/fotle affirmeth) doth much quicken the wit. 
We may confider then, that themen of this folke mutt 
needs haue a {eed very delicat and aduft, eating fuch meat 
as Manna was, and drinking the waters aboue {pecified, 
and breathing and enioying an aire {fo cleanfed and plea- 
fant: as alfo that the Hebrew women bred flowers very 

fubtile and delicat. 
Againe,let vs call to mind,that which «4réffotle (aid, 
That the flowers being fubtile and delicat, the child who 
is 
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is bred of them, fhall be a man of great eapacitic » How 
much it importeth, that for begetting children of great 
furfficiencie, the fathers do feed on delicat meats, we will 
 prooue at large in the laft chapter of this worke. ‘Andbe- 
 caufe all the Hebrues did eat of one felfe fo fpirituall and 
_delicat meat, and dranke of one felfe water, all their chil- 
_ dren and pofteritie ptooned fharpe and great of wit in 
| Matters appertaining to this world. 
Now then, when the people of Iftaell came into the 
| and of promife, with{o greata witas we haue expref- 
| fed, there befell vnto them afterwards fo many trauails, 
| dearths, fieges of enemies, fubieCtions, bondages, and 
> lintreatings : that though they had not brought from 
Hoyptand | the wildernefle, that temperatute, hot, drie, 
| and aduft before {pecified, they would yet haue made 
| it fo by this difmall life: for continuall fadnefle and toile 
vniteth the vitall {pirits and the arteriall blood in the 
brain,in the liuer,and in the heart: and there {taying one 
| aboue another, they grow to drinefle and aduition. 
_ Wherethrough, oft timesthey procure the feucr,and 
their ordinarie is to make melancholic by aduftié, wher- 
ofthey (in maner) do all partake euen to this day, 10 re- 
r Gf pect of that(which Hippocrates faith) Feareand {adnefle 
continuing along time, fignifieth melancholie . This 
choler aduft (we {aid before) to be the inftrument of 
promptnefie, craftinefle, fhatpneffe, {ubtiltie, and mali- 
| cioufnefle. And this is applied to the conieftures of 
| Phificke, and by the fameaman getteth notice of the 
| difeafes their caufes and remedies. W herfore king Fran- 
cis vaderftood this maruellous well, and it was no i! 
lightneffe of the braine or inuention of the diuell which re 
Hie vecered. But through his great feuer,lafting fo manic ae, 
daies, and with the fadnefle to find himfelfe ficke and | 
without 
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without remedie, his braine grew dry, and his imaginati- 
on tofe to fuch a point, of which we made proofe to- 
fore, that if ic haue the temperature behooffull, aman 
will on a fodaine deliuer that which he neuer learned. 
Butthere prefents it felfe a difficultie very great againkt 
allthefe things rehearfed by vs, and that is, thar if the 
children or nephewes of thofe who were in Aigypt, and 
enioyed the Manna, the waters, and the fubtle aire of 
the wilderneffe, had been made choice of for Phifitions, 
it might {eeme, that king Francis opinion were in fome 
patt probable, for the reafons by vs reported. But that 
their pofteritie fhould preferue till our daies thofe difpo- 
fitions of the Manna, the water, the aire, the affliions, 
and the trauailes, which their ancettours endured inthe 
sae of Babylon, it is a matter hard to be conceiued: 


or if in 430 yeates , during which the people of Iftaell: 


liued in Egypt, and 40 in the defart, their feed could 
putchafe thofe difpofitions of abilitie, better and with 
mote facilitie could they lcefe it againe in 2000 yeates, 





















* 


whileft they haue beeneabfent. And fpecially fithence - 


their comming into Spaine, a region fo contrarie to A- 


gypt, and where they haue fed vpon different meats; and. 


drinke waters of nothing fo good temperature and fub- 
ftance as thofe other. 

Thisis agreeable to the nature of man, and what fo 
other living creature and plant, which forthwith parta- 
keth the conditions ofthe earth where they liue,and lee(e 
thofe which they brought with them from elfewhere, 
And whatfoeuer inftance they can alleage, the like will 
betide it within few daies beyond all gainefaying. 

H¢ppocrates recounteth of a certaine fort of men,who 
tobe different fromthe vulgar, chofe for atokenof their 
nobilitic, to haue their head like a fugar-loofe. And'to 
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fhape this figure by art, when the child was borne, the 
midwiues tooke care to bind their heads with {weaths 
and bands, vntill chey were fafhioned to the forme. And 
this artificialnefle grew to {uch force, as it was conuerted 
into nature : for in procefle of time, all the children that 
were borne of nobilitie, had their head tharpe from their 
mothers wombe. So from thenceforth,.theart and dili- 
gence of the midwiues herein,became fuperfluous. But 
{fo foone as they left nature to her libertie, and her owne 
ordering, without opprefsing her any longer with art, fhe 
turned by little and little to recouer againe the figure 


_which fhe had before. 


_ Inlike fort might it befall the children of Iftael; who 
notwith{tanding the region of AEgypt, the Manna, the 


_delicat waters, and their forrowfulnefle, wrought thofe 


difpofitions of wit in that feed: yet thofe reafons and 
refpects furceafing, and other contrarie growing on, itis 
cettain, that by little and little the qualities of the Manna 
would haue worne away, and other far different there- 
from haue growne on, conformable to the counttey 


7 where they inhabited, to the meats which they fed vp- 


on,to the waters which they drank,and to the aire which 


they breathed. This doubt in naturall Philofophie hol-_ 


deth little difficultie : for there are fome accidents to be 
found,which are brought in atamoment,and afterwards 
endure for ever in the fubieGt, without pofsibilitic of cor- 
rupting . Others there are, which wait as much time in 
vndoing,as they occupied in engrafting,and fome mote, 
fome leffe, according to the action of the agent, andthe 
difpofition of the patient. Forexample of the firft, we 
muft know, That a certaine man through a gteat feare 
whereinto. he was driuen, tefted fo transformed and 
changed in colour, that he feemed dead; and the fame 
© ij latted 
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196 Cage The Triall of Wits. 
lafted not onely during all the time of this owne life, but 
alfo the children which he begat had the fame colour: 
without that he could find any remedie to take ir away. 
Conformable hereunto it may be, that in 430 yeares, 
whileft the people of Ifrael led their lines in Aigypt 40 | 
in the wilderneffe, and 60 in the bondage of Babylon, 
there needed more than 3000 yeares, that this feed of 
_Abrabam fhould take a full loffe of their difpofition of 
wit, occafioned by this Manna, fecing to reforme the 
bad colour, fetled vpon a fodaine through feare, more 
than 100 yeares were requific. But becaufe the truth of 
this dodtrine may be ynderftood fromthe roor, itbeho- 
ueth torefolue two doubts which ferue to the purpo, 
and as yet I haue not clecred .. The firlt is, whence it 
commeth, that meats, by how much the more delicat 
and fauourie they are, as hennés, and partridge, fomuch 
the foonet the ftomacke doth abhorre and loath them? 
and contrariwife, we fee thata man eateth beefeall the 
yeare long , without receiuing any annoyance thereby, 
and if he eat hennes fleth but three or foure daies togi- 
ther, the fifth he cannot abide the fauourthereof; but 
that it will turne his ftomacke vpfide downe. The fe- 
cond is, whence it commeth, that bread of wheat, and 
fleth of mutton, not being of fubftance fo good and {a- » 
uoutie,as hen and partridge; yet the ftomacke neuer loa- 
theth them, though we feed thereonall out liues long ? 
But wanting bread, we cannot eat other meats, neither 
doe they content vs. | : 

He that can thape an anfwer to thefe wo doubts, fhall 
eafily vnderftand for what caufe the defcendents of the 
people of Iftaell haue not yetloft the difpofitions and ae 
cidents which Manna brought into that feed ; neither 
willthe prompinefle of wit, and {ubtletie whereof they 

then 











yp ep ee ee 


iid 


N 


REGEN GENS: 


PeisA 
4 = ements 






TAN 















































ESS ZA AS A TARY PRA VAR YBN PAY PEAT ON Dae ON Deh wo Aiea ale AE can NE / satin \ KTM ATONIAY? LTA BOT? 


I-42. « 19% 





| The Trial of Wits, 
them poffefled them{elues, fo foone take anend. Twe 
cettaine and very true principles there are in naturall phi. 
lofophie, on which the anfwere and refolution of thefe 
doubts dependeth. The fitft is, That all powers (whatfo- 
euer)which goucrne man, are naked and depriued of the 
conditions and qualities which reft in theit obie&, to 
the end that they may know and giue iudgement of all 
the differences. The cies partake this propertie,who be- 
ing to'receiue into themfclues all figures and colours, 
it was of necefsitie, veterly to depriué them of figures 
and colours. For if they were pale, as inthofe whoate 
ouercome with the yellow iaundize, all things whereon 
they looked, would appeare to them of the fame colout. 
So the tongue, which is the inftrument of taft, oughrto 
be void of all fauours : and if the fame be {weet or bitter, 
wee know by experience , that whatfoeuer we eat or 
drinke hath the like taft. And the fame may be auou- 
ched of hearing, of fmelling, and of fecling . The fecond 
principle is, that all things created, naturally couet theit 
preferuation,andlabour to endure for euer, and thar the 
being which Godand Nature haue giuen them, may ne- 
uet take end: notwithftanding that afterward they are 
to poflefle a better nature. By this principle, all naturall 
things endowed with knowledge and fence, abhorre 
and flie from that which altereth and corrupteth theit 
natutall compofition. 

The ftomacke is naked and depriued of the fubftance 
and qualities of all meats inthe world , as the eycis of 
colours and figures, and when wee eat oft, though 
the ftomacke ouercomeit, yet the meat turneth againft 
the ftomacke, for that the fame is ofa contrarie principle, 
and altereth and corrupteth his temperature and fub- 
ftance : for no agent is of fuch force, but that in doing, it 
: O ij alfo 
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98 Chap #2 TheTriall of Wits. 
alfo fuffereth. Meats that are very delicatand pleafing, 
doe much alter the ftomacke 5 firft, becaufe it digefteth 
and embraceth them with orear appetite and liking, and 
then, through their being fo fubtle and void of excre- 
ments, they pictce into the fubttance of the fomacke, 
from whence they cannot ‘depart againe: the ftemacke 
then feeling that this meat altereth his nature, and taketh 
away the proportion which he carrieth to other meats, 
groweth to abhorte the fame, and if he muft needs feed 
thereon, it behooueth to vfe many fallets and feafonings, 
thereby to beguile him. 

All this Manna had euen from the beginning : for 
though the fame were a meat of fuch delicacie and plea- 
fing rellifh, yet in the end, the people of Iftaell found it 
fulfome, and therefore fayd, Our foule loatheth this o- 
uet light meat. A complaint far vaworthie of a people fo 
{pecially fauoured by God, who had pretended a reme- 
die in that behalfe,which was, that Manna had thofe rel- 
lifhes and tafts which well agreed with them, to the end 
they might eat theteof. Thou fenteft them bread from 
heauen , which had in it all pleafingnefle ; for which 
cauife, many amongft them fed thereon with good appe- 
tite, for they had their bones, their finewes, and theit 
flefh, fo imbewed with Manna and his qualities, that by 
meanes of the refemblance from each to other, they lon- 
ged after nothing elfe . The like befalleth in bread of 
_ wheat, and weathers flefh, whereon we accuftomably 
‘feed. 

Grofle meats and of good fubftance, as beefe, haue 
much exctements, and the ftomacke receiueth them not 
with fuch defire, as thofe that are delicat and of good rel- 
lith, and therefore is longer ere the fame take alteration 
by them. Hence commeth it,that to corrupt the alterati- 
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on which Manna madein one day, it behooueth to feed 
a whole moneth vponcontrarie meats. And (after this 
reckoning) to deface the qualities that Manna brought 
into the feed inthe fpace of 40 yeares, there need 4ooo 
and vpward. And if any man will not herewith reft fatis- 
fied, let vs fay that as God brought out of Egypt the 12 
tribes of I{raell, fo he had taken then 12 male, and 12 fe- 
male Moores.of /Ethyopia, and had placed them in out 
counttey, inhow many yeares thinke we, would thefe 
Moores and this pofteritie linger to leaue their natiue 
colour, not mixing themfelues the while with white 
perfons 2 to me it eemeth along {pace of yeares would 
berequifit. For though 200 yeares haue pafled ouer out 
heads, fithens the firft Egyptians came out of Aigypt 
into Spaine, yet their pofteritie haue not forlorne that 
their delicacie of wit and promptneffe, nor yet that ro- 
fted colour which their aunceftors brought with them 
from Aigypt. Such is the force of mans feed, when it re- 
ceiueth thereinto any well rooted qualitic. And as in 
Spaine the Moores communicat the colour of their el- 
ders,by means of their feed though they be out of Aithi- 
opia, fo alfo the people of I{tacl comming from thence, 
may communicate to their defcendents their fharpenefle 
of wit, without remaining in ABgypt, or cating Manna: 
for to be ignorant or wile, is as well an accident:in man, 
as to be blacke or white. True it is,that they are not now 
fo quicke and prompt, as they were a thoufand yeares 
fince : for from the time that they left to eat Manna, their 
pofteritie haue ever leffened hitherto, becaufe they vied 
conttarie meats, and inhabited countries different from 
Aagypt : neither dranke waters of fuch delicacie as in 
the wilderneffe. As alfo by mingling with thofe who de- 
{cended ftom the Gentiles, who wanted this differenc 
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of wit : but that which cannot be denied them, is, that as 


yet they hauenot loft iralrogither. 
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By what meanes it may be {hewed, to what difference of abi- 
htiethe art of warfare appertaineth, and by what fignes 
the man may be knowne, who is endowedwith this man- 
ner of Wit. | 


wean 






Vago Hat is the caufe (faith CHestotle ) that {ee- 
<7) ing Fortitudeis notthe greateft of all ver- 
PA tues, but Juftice and Prudence are greater 
/ $y} than it : yet the commonwealth, and in a 
136 manner all men with’a ‘common confent 
do make greater account,and within themfelués do more 
honour a valiant man than either the iuft or wife; though 
placed in neuer fo high callings or offices? To this pto- 
bleme  4ri/forle an{wereth,fayingsthere is no king in the 
world who doth not either make war, or maintaine wat 
againft {ome other: and for fo much as the valiant pto- 
cure them glorie and empire, take reuenge on their ene- 
mies,and preferue their eftatesthey yeeld chiefelt honour, 
not to the principall vertue, which is Tuftice, but to that 
by which they reape moft profit and aduantage: For if 
they did not in this wife intreat the valiant, how were it ~ 
pofsible, that kings fhould find captaines and fouldiouts, 
who would willingly ieopard their lines to defend their 
4 goods and eftates 2 oe 

i Of the Affaticans it is recounted , that there was’a 
; people inhabiting a patt thereof, who bare themfelues 
very couragioufly : and being asked why they had nei- 
ther king nor law: they made anfwere,T hat lawes made 
men: 
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The Trial of Wits, h4p#3 201 
naen cowards: and {eeing it was neceflaric to yndergoe 
the hazard of the warres , for depriuing another of his 
eftate,they made choice to fight for their owne behoofe, 
and themfelues to reape the benefit of the viGtorie. But 
this was an anfwere rather of barbarous men than reafo- 
nable people,who well know, that without a king, with- 
out a commonwealth, and without lawes, it is impofsi- 
ble to preferue men in peace. That which i #z/fotle faid, 
ferueth very well to the putpofe, though thete be a bet- 
tet anfwere to be framed, namely, That when Rome ho- 
noured her captaines with thofe triumphs and {olemni- 
ties, fhe did not onely reward the courage of the trium- 
pher, but alfo the iuftice with which he maintained his 
atmie in peace and concord, the wifedome with which: 
he performed his enterprifes, and their temperancie vied. 
in abftaining from wine, women, and-meat, which trou- 
ble the iudgement , and turne counfels into ertour. 
Yea wifdome is morehighly tobe regarded and rewar- 
ded ina Generall, than courage and manlinefle:: foras. 
Kegetius well {aid, Few ouer-couragious captaines bring 
their enterprifes to luckie paffe. VV hich groweth, for that 
wifedome is mote neceffarie in warre , than courage in: 
bickering. But egetius could neuer attaineto the notice 
what maner of wifdome this is, neither'could plot down, 
with what difference of wit he ought to be endowed, 

who taketh charge in war: neither doe ought matuell 
thereat, forthe manner of Philofophie wheteon this de- 
pendeth, was-not then deuifed. Truc itis, that to verefie 

this point, anfwereth not our firft intent, which purpot- 

teth to make choice of apt wits forlearning. But marti- 

all affaires are fo dangerous, and of fo deep countell, and 

it fallech. out a.matter fo important fora king to know 


well ynto whom he credit his power and ftate, thatwe: 
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fhall performe no leffe thanks-worthiea part of ernice to 
the commonwealth, to teach this difference of wit and 
his fignes, than in the other which we haue alreadie de: 
{cribed.. For which caufe we muft note, that salstia and 
mnilitia, VIX. Martiall matters, and malice, haue as it were 
one {elfe name, and likewife one felfe definition. For 
changing 4 into 2, of malitia you make militia,and of mis 
litia, malitia, with great facilitie. VV hat the nature and 
ptopertie of malice is,Céceroteacheth, faying, Malice isa 
way of hurting, craftie; and full of guile. Inwarre (like- 
wile) nothing falleth fo much into confideration, as how 
to offend the enemic, and defend our felues from his ene. 
trappings. Cherefore the beft propertie wheteofa Gene- 
tall can be pofleffed, is.to be malicious with his enemie, 
and neuer to. conftrue any his demeanutes to a good 
fence, but to the worft that may be, and to fland on his 
guard. ; 

Belecue not (fayth Eccle/afticws) thine enemie, with 
his lips he {weeteneth, and in his hearthe betraieth thee, 
to make thee fall intothe dike: he weepeth with his cies, 
and if he light vpoma fit occafion, he will notbe fatisfied 
with thy blood . Hereof we find:a manifeft example of 
the holy Scripture: for the people of Iftael being befie- 
§ed in Bethulia, and ftraightened with hunger and thirlt, 
that famous ladie Judith iflued out with a:refolution to 
kill Holofernes,and going towards the armie of the Afly- 
tians, fhe was taken by the fentinels and guards, and be- 
ing asked whether fhe was bound, made anfwere with a 
two-fold mind; lama daughter of the Hebrues, whom 
you hold befieged,.and flie vnto you, for [haue learned 
that they fhall fall into. your hands; and that you fhall 
euill intreat them, becaufe they would notyeeld them- 
{clues to your mercie : therefore I determined to lie vn- 


to 
































to Holofernes,and to difcouer ynto him the fecrets of this 
obftinat people, fhewing him how he may enter without 
the loffe of any one fouldior. | 

So Judith being brought to Holofernes prefence,threw 
her felfe downe to the ground , and with clofed hands 
began to worfhip him and veter words full of deceit, 
the moftcraftily that might be,in fort that Holofernes and 
all his counfell verely belecued, the fayd nothing but 
truth : but fhe not forgetfull what in heart fhe had pur- 
pofed, found a conuenient occafion, and chopped off 
hishead. 

‘Contrarie hereunto are the conditions of 'a friend; 
and therefore it behooueth ever to yeeld him credit, 
wherethrough Holofernes fhould haue done better to be- 
leeue Achior, {eeing he was his friend, and onzeale that 
he fhould not leaue the fiege with difhonour, faydvnto 
him : Sir, firft informe your felfe whether this people 
haue finned againft God, for if icbe fo, himfelfe will de- 
liner them into your hands, withoutthat you fhall need 
to conquer them; but if he hold them in grace, know 
for cettaine, that he will defend them, and we hall not 
be able to vanquifh them. Holofernes conceiued difplea- 
fure at this aduertifement, asa man confident, lafcivious, 
anda wine-bibber, which three things turne topfie tur- 
vie that counfell which is requifit for the art of war. For 
which caufe Plato fayd, he liked very well of alaw which 
the Carthaginians had, by which they commaunded, 
that the Generall whileft he had:charge of the armie, 
should drinke no wine, for this licour (as -##/fotle affir- 
meth) maketh aman of wit be quite burned vp with 
cholet (as Holofernes fhewed in thofe fo furious words 
which he {paketo Achvor.) 

Now that wit which is requifit for ambufhes and {tra- 

tagems, 
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tagems, as Well to prepare them as to perceiue them, and 


to,find out fuch remedie as appertaineth, Cicero defcti- 


beth, drawing his de(cent from this nowne verfutia; 
which he faith is deriued from this verbe verfor: for thofe 
who are winding, ctaftie, double, and cauillers, vpona 
{uddaine contriue their wiles, and employ their conceit 
with facilitie: and fo the {ame Cicero exemplified it, fay- 
ing; Chrifippus a man doubdefle winding ‘andicraftie. I 
call thofe winding , whofe mind is fuddainely winded 
about. This propettieto attaine fuddainely the meanes; 
is folertia (quickneffe) and appertaineth to the imagina- 
tion; for the powers which confift in heat, performe 
{peedily their worke. And for this caufe, men of great 
vaderftanding are little worth for the wat, for this power 
is very flow in his operation,and a friend of yprightneffe, 
of plainenefle , of fimplicitie and mercie : all which is 
woont to breed much dammiage in warre . Thefe ate 
good to treat with friends, with whom the wifedome of 
the imagination is not needful ; but onely the rightful. 
nefle and fingleneffe of the vnderftanding, which admit- 
teth no doublenefle, nor doth any wrong : therefore 
with the enemie it booteth nothing ; for he alwaies ftu- 
dieth to offend with wiles,and fuch wit is requifit where- 
with to countergard our felues. And {o Chriftour redee- 
met aduifed his difciples, faying, Behold I fend your as 
fheepe amongft woolues : be you therefore wife as er- 
pents, and fimple as doues. With our enemies we muft 
ptactife wifedome, and with our fiends plainenefle and 
fimplicitie. a8 

Now ifthe captainbe notto gine credit to his enemie, 
but is alwaiesto mifdoubt that he will goe beyond him, 
it is neceflarie that he hold a difference of imagination, 
forecaftfull, warie, and which can skill to difcerne “es 
wiles 
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wiles which come vailed with anie couverture : forthe 
felfe power which finds them out can onely deuifethe 
remedies which are behoofefull in that behalfe: that (ce. 
meth to be another difference of the imagination which 
deuifeth the engines and warlike inftruments, whereby 


vnuincible fortrefles are woon, which pitcheth the camp | 


and marfhalleth ‘euery fquadron in his due place , and 
which knoweth the occafions of ioyning and retiring ; 
which plotteth treaties, confortments and capitulati- 
ons with the enemie : for all which the vnderftanding 
is impertinent, as are the eares to {ee withall. And’there- 
fore I nothing doubt, but that the art of watre appertai- 
neth to the imagination, for all whatfoeuer a good cap- 
taine is to performe, importeth confonarice, figure and 
corre{pondence. | 
Now the difficultie refteth to fec downe with what 
difference of the imagination in particular, war is to bee 
mannaged. Andin this I cannot refolue with certaintie, 
becaufe the knowing thereof is very nice : yet I conic. 
ture, that it tequireth a degree more of heat than the 
practile of Philicke, and that it allay choller, but not vt- 
terly quench it. | 
This is very manifett : for thofe captaines who are full 
of promptnefle and fubtletie, are not verie couragious, 
nor defirous of bickering, neither couetto come to han- 
dy{trokes; but by ftratagems and fetches, without aduen- 
tuting a broken pate, doe bring their purpofes to patie. 
W hich property better pleafed Vegetius than any others. 
Good captains (faith he) not by open war, in which the 
perill is common, but by fecret pradtifes, ever aflay with 
the fafetic of their owne fouldiors, to cut their enemies. 
in peeces, or at leaft to make them aftaid. The fruit of 
this manuer of wit,the Roman Senat very wilely looked: 
: into = 
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206 Chapes The Trial of Wits 
into :for though they had many famous captaines, who 
atchieued fundrie wartes , yet returning to Rometo re- 
ceiue the triumph and glorie due to their enterprife; fo 
ereat were the plaints which the patents made for their 
children, the children forthe parents, the wiues for their 
husbands, and brothers for brethren, that through the 
forrow for them who perifhed in the watres, they could 
take little pleafure in the {ports and paftimes. Wherefore 
the Senattooke arefolution, not to feeke out fo couragi- 
ous captaines, wholly defirous ta come to handyftrokes: 
but men fomwhat timorous,and veryready,as Q Fabius, 

of whom itis written , that it wasawonderto fee him 
offer a pitched battaile in the open field , and {pecially 
when he was far from Rome, whereby in ill {uccefleshe 
could not readily be relieued, and he didnought els but 
giue way to the enemie, and deuife ftratagems and wiles, 
with which he exploited great enterprifes, and obtained 
many victories, without the lofle of any one fouldiour. 
He was receiued into Rome with great ioy of all men: 
forif he carried forth a hundred thoufand fouldiours, he 
returned with as many, vnleflefome perhaps mifcarried 
by fickneffe. The fhout which the people gaueat his re- 
tutne, was (as Ezniws reporteth) of this tenour, 

One man by lingring, onely us veleew d. 

Asif they had faid, This man with giuing way to our 
enemies, hath made vs lords of the world, and brought 
backe our fouldiours to their honfes in fafetic. Some 
captaines haue fince that time endeuoured to imitate 
him: but becaufe they wanted his wit and readineffe, 
they fundry times let flip many fit occafions of fighting, 
whence greater dammages and inconueniences arofe, 
than if they had fpeedily ioyned battaile. We may alfo 
take example of that famous Carthaginian captaine, of 
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whom Plutarch writeth thefe words,  4ynibal after he 
had attained this fo great a viCtorie , commanded that 
many Italian prifoners fhould freely be fer at libertic 
withoutranfome,to the end the fame of his couttefieand 
pardoning might be difperfed among the people; albeit 
of difpofition he were very wide from this vertue: for of 
his owne nature he was fell and vnmercifull, and in fuch 
- fort was trained vp from the tender yeares of his youth, 
that he neuer learned laws or ciuile conditions, but wats, 
flaughters,and betrayings ofthe enemie. WV herethrough 
he grew to be a captaine very cruell, and malicionsin be- 
- guiling men, and alwaies deuifing how he might entrap 
his enemie. And when he faw he could not preuaile by 
open war, he fought to get the vppet hand by policies, 
as was plainly feene in this deed of arms by vs rehearfed, 
and by the battaile which he found again{t Sempronius, 
neere the riuer Trebia. The tokens to know.a man that 
is poflefled of this difference of wit, are very ftrange and 
well worthie of contemplation. VW herethrough Plato 
faith, That the man who is very wife (inthis. fort of abi- 
litie which we trace out) cannot be couragious nor well 
conditioned: for Ari/fotle faith, Phat wifdome confifteth 
in cold, and {tomacke and manlinefle in heat. Therefore 
thefetwo qualities being repugnant and contratie, itis 
impofsible thata man be very full of hardineffe, and alfo 
of wifedome therewithall. For which caufe itis necefla- 
tie that choller be burned’, and become choller aduft, 
to the end thata man may prooue wife : but where this 
{pice of melancholie is found, inasmuch as the fame is 
cold, feare and cowardize are ftraightwaies entertained. 
In fort, that craft and readinefle require heat, for that the 
fame isa worke of the imagination, but not in {uch de- 
gtee as courage, wherethrough they repugne each = O- 
ther 
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therinextenfion . But herein befalleth a matter worth 

the noting, that of the foure morall vertues, Iuftice, 
Prudence , Fortitude, and Temperance ; the two firit 
require a wit aud good temperature; to the end that they 
may be put in practife: for if a Iudge be not endowed 
with vnderftanding, to’ make himfelfe capable of the 
point of iuftice, little auailes it that he catriea good will 
torender every man his due. Since this his good mea- 
ning may wander out of the way, and wrong: the true 
proprietarie. The like isto be vnderftood of wifdome : 
for it the onely will {ufficed to {et things in good order, 
then inno work,good or euill, fhould any error be com- 
mitted. ‘There is no theefe whatfoeuet who feeketh not 
to rob in fuch manner as he may not bee efpied, and- 
there is no captaine, who defireth not to be owner of fo 
much wifedome, as. may ferue to vanquith his enemie. 
But a theefe that is not his craft(maifterin filching, foone 
falleth to be difcouered-; and the captaine that wanteth 
imagination,ere longis ouercome. Fortitudeand Tem- 
petance are two vertues, which men carrie in their fift, 
though they wanta natural difpofition: for if a man be 
difpofed to fet little of his life, and. thew hardinefle, he 
may well doit: but if he be couragious of his owne na- 
turall difpofition,_4rstotle and Platoaffirme very truly, 
it is not pofsible that he can be wife though he would. 
In fort, that by this reafon there groweth no repugnan- 
cie to vnite the wifedome of the mind with courage: 
for a wife and skilfull man hath the vnderftanding to ha- 
zard his honour in refpeé of his foule, and his life inre- 
{pect of his honour, andhis goods inrefpe& of his life, 
and fo he doth. Hence it comes, that gentlemen for that 
they are fo much honouted, are fo coutagious; and there 
isnone who will endure more hardnefle inthe wats, for 
} that 































end they may not be termed ribalds. Hereon is that by- 
word grounded, God keepe me froma Gent. by day, 
and atheefe by night; forthe one, becaufe he is {eene, 
and the other that he may not be knowne, do fight with 
double refolution : on this felfe reafon is the religion of 
Malta grounded,who knowing how much it importeth 
nobilitie, to be a man of valure,’ haue.a firme law, that 
all chofe of their ordet fhall be iffued from gentilitie,both 
onthe fathers fide and the mothers : for fo each of them 
muft in the combat fhew himfelfe worth two of a bafer 
progenie. But if a gentleman had the charge giuen him, 
to.cricampe an atmie, andthe order whereby he fhould 
. put the enemic in.rout, if he had nota wit approptiat 
hereunto, he would commit and vttera thoufand dif- 


orders: for wifdome lieth not in mens difpofition. Bur if” 


there were recommended vnto him the guard of a gate, 
they, might foundly fleepe on his eyes, although by na- 
ture he were a baggage. The fentence of Platois to be 
conftrued,when a wife man followeth his owne naturall 
inclination, and doth not correct the fame by reafon. 
And inthat fortit is true, that avery wife man cannot 
of his naturall difpofition be couragious ; for choler a- 
duft (which maketh hin: wife)maketh him alfo, faith Hip- 
pocrates, timorousandfearcfull . The fecond propertie, 
wherewith aman pofleffed of this difference of wit,can- 
not be endowed, is to be pleafant and of quaint behaut- 
our: for with his imagination he frameth many plots, 
and weeteth, that whatfocuer error or negligence,are the 
way to caft away an armie,wherethrough he ever carieth 
aneyeto the maine chance. But people of litle worth 
call carefulneffea toile, chafti{ement crueltie, and mercie 
foftneffe, fuffering and diffembling of Jeud parts a good 

Pp difpofition. 
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that they are brought vp in fo many pleafures, to the — 
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difpofition. And this verily {pringeth, becaufe men are 
fots, who pierce not into the true valac of things, norin 
what fort they ought to be managed: but the wife and 
skilfull-cannot hold patience , nor beare to fee matters 
ill handled, though they nothing appertaine vnto them: 
felues , and therefore live a {mall whiie, and with much 
trouble of {pititi:: Whence Salomon faidy Igauealfo my 
mind to vnderftand wifdome,do€tine,errors,and folie ; 
and found that in thefe alfo, there is wearinefle and a& 
fiction of {piric : for into much wifedome entreth much 
difpleafure, and who fo attaineth Science; getteth for- 
tow. Inwhich words icfeemeth that Salomon gauevs to 
vnderftand , that he lined better contented being igno- 
rant, than after he had receiued wifedome. And fo verily 
itcame topafie : for the ignorant liue moft careleffe, in 
~ asmuch as nothing giucth them paine and vexation,and 
they little recke who haue a bettercapcafe than them: 
felues. The vulgar accuftometh to call fach the Angels of 
heauen : for they fee how they take nothing at heart; nei= 
ther find fault with any thing ill done, but let all pafle: 
bucif they confidered the wifedome and: condition of 
the Angels, they fhould fee it werea word that cartied 
euill confonance, and a cafe forthe inquifition houfe’: 
for from thé day when we receiuethe vie of teafon, yn- 
tll:that of our death, .they doe nought els’ faie*re- 
Prooue vs forall our euill doings, and aduifevs tothat 
which we ought todoe. Aindif as they {peake tovs in 
their {pirituall language, by mouing our imagination, {6 
they fhould deliuervstheir opinion in matetiall words, 
wee ‘would:hold them importunate:and vnmannerly 
brought vp io And hethat beleedeth not this ; let him 
marke that the Angel(ofwhom S.a4athew maketh men. 
tion) feemed fuch a oneto Herod, andto the wife of his 


brother 
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brother PAiip, ecing(becaufle they: would not heare his 
fault findings) they faite and well chopped ofthis head. 
Better were: it, that thefe. men, who by the vulgar are 
fondly termed: Angels of heauen, were: called Affes of 
the earth: foramongft brute beafts (faith Galen) there is 

» none more blunt,or of leffe wit than the Affe; although 
inmemorie he outreach all the reft.. He refuleth no bur- 
den, he,goeth whither he is driuen without:any gaine- 
{triuing, he winceth not, he biteth.not, hee is not fugi- 
tiue, noriadifh conditioned ; if he be laboured with a 
cudgell, he fetteth not by it, he is wholly made.to the 
well liking and.feruice of him that.is' to vfe him + thefe 
felfe properties do thofe men partake, whom the vulgar 
terme Angels of heauen ; which {port-making {pringeth 
in them, for that they are blockheads and yoid of.ima- 
gination, and haue their wrathfull power verie remiffe, 
which tokencth a great defe@ in a man, and argueth that 
heisillcompounded.. >... acpi beaderk 
» , There was neuer Angell nor man in the.world better 
conditioned than Chrift our redeemer, and he ‘entering 
one day into the temple, belaboured welfauoredly thofe 
whom he found there {elling of marchandize: and this 
he did, becaufe the irafcible is the chaftice giuer ,.and 
{word ofreafon,and the man who reprooueth notthings 
ill done, either fheweth himfelfe buta foole, oxis. depri- 
ued. of the wrathfull power. In fort, that it fals-out a 
mitacle to {ee a wife man of that gentleneffe or conditi- 

ons, which are beft liking to lewd mens fancies : whete- 
through {uch as fecdowne in writing the actions of Julius 
Cafar, matuelled to {ee how his fouldiors could {upporta 
man fo rough and feuere, and this grew in him, becaufe 
he lighted vpona wit requifit for the wattes... The. third 
propertie of thofe who are endowed with this Hitlers 
| P i. O 
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212 Chagws-The Trial of Wits. = 
of witis, to be recklefle touching the attiting of their 
perfon, and in a manner all of them are flouinly, homie: 
ly; with their hofen hanging abouttheir’ heeles, full of 
wrinckles; their cap fitting vponthe one fide, with fome 
thredbare gabberdine on their backe, and neuer long to 
change fuits.. 

This propettie, Lucius Forts recounteth;had that fa- 
mous captaine /#réatus,by nation a Portuguife,of whom 
(exaggerating his great humilitic) he faith and affirmeth, 
that he defpifed fo much all ornament of his petfon, as 
there was no priuat fouldior in bis army that went worfe 
apparelled than himfelfe. And verily this was no vertue, 
neither did he the fame artificially, but it is a natural effe@t - 
of thofe,who are pofleffed with that difference of imagi- 
nation after which we enquire. | ms 

This rechle{neffe in Julius Cefar greatly deceiued Ci- 
ééro : for being asked (after the battell) the caufe which 
mooued him to follow the partie of Pompey;he antwered 
(as Afacrobiws recounteth) His girding deceiued me : as if 
he had {aid, It was my beholding of Zulitss Cefar to bea 
man fomewhat flouinly, and who neuet wore his girdle 
handfomely,whom his fouldiors in {coffe called, Loofe- 
coat. Butthis fhould haue mooued and made him to 
know, that he was endowed with awit requifit to the 
counfell of watre. Rightly did sé hit the naile’on the 
head;who (as Swetonins Tranquillius veporteth)feeing the 
rechle(nefle of Zulivs Cefar in his apparrelling himéelfe 
when he was'a boy, aduertifed the Romanes, faying, 
Take heed of thisill girded yong fellow. The Hiftorians 
buf themfelues'‘much, in recounting how carelefly 
Hanniballbaré ‘him touching his apparell; and how litle 
heteaked to goé neatand handfome . To erow in great 
diflike at motes on the cape , to take much care that his 
ae ; | Stockings 









EVAN RT NIA TINA TN IAT ON APN A 
The Triall of Wits. chap.e3 213 
itockings. fit-cleane, and his cloke handfome, without 
plaits,appertaineth to a difference of the imagination of 
very bafealloy, and gainefayth the vnderftanding , and 
that imagination which the war requireth. The fourth 
figne is, to hauea bald head, and thereafon.hercof may 
foone. be learned: for this’ difference of imagination re- 
fideth in the forepart of the head, as doe all the reft, and 
excefsiue heat burneth the skin.of the head, and clofeth 
the poares, through which the haire is to, pafle. Befides 
that the matter whereof the haite is-engendered (as the 
phifitions auouch) are thofe exctements which the brain 
expelleth in time of his nourifhing, and by the great fire 
that there is, they are confumed and butned vp, and fo 
the matter faileth whereof they may-breed, And it Zy/zus 
Cafar-had beene {eene in this point of Philofophie, he 
would not fo much haue fhamed.at his bald head, as that 
to couer the fame, he caufedthe hinder part.of his haire 
which fhould hang downe.on hisinecke, to be featly tut- 
ned,towards, his foreliead «.And.Suetorius maketh men: 
tion, that nothing fomuch contented him,.aswhen the 
Senat enacted, tharhe might weare a Lawrell garland on 
his head, and thatonnone other, ground, than becaufe 
thereby he might couer his-badneffe,.; Another fort, of 
baldneffe groweth ftom hauing thchaire hard-andeatth- 
ly, and of a groffe compofition , but that betokeneth a 
man void of ynderftanding, imagination, and memotie. 
The fifth figne, whereby thofe are known who haue this 
difference of imagination,is, that fuck are {pare in words 
and full of fentences, and the reafon importeth, becaufe 
the braine being hard, it followeth of necefsitie, that they 
fuffer a defe& in memotie, to which copie of words ap- 
pertaineth, To find much what to fay, {pringeth froma 
coniunGion which the memorie maketh with the ima- 

P ij gination, 
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sination,in his fititdegrée of heat. Such as haue this con. 
ioyning ofboth powers, are ordinarily great liefs,and ne- 
uét want words and tales; though you ftand hearkening 
vnto thema whole day togither. 

The 'fixt propettie of thofe who haue this difference 
of imagination,is,to be Lonel, and to take oreat diflike 
at filthie' and baudie'talke sand therefore Cicero faith, chat 
men vety reafonable doe’ imitate thé honeftie of nature, 
who hath hidden’ the vafeeiely ‘and 'fhamefull Ppatts, 
which fle made'to ptouide for the iieceGsitie of mankind; 
and notto-adorne'it; and fhe confenteth ‘not to faften 
the eyes on thefe, nor thatthe eares thould once heare 
them namied.This we might well attribute to the imagi- 
nation,and fay that the fame tefteth’offended at the ‘euill 
reprefentation of thefe ‘parts, buit in'the lat chapter wee 
rendered 'a'reafon of this cffe&, and redticed the fameto 
the vnderftanding ,' and: we adiudged him defe@iue in 
this power, who tooke not offence iat fuch difhoneftie: 
And becatle'to the'difference of imagination; appurte- 
hant to theart militaries there is ioyned this dilcourfe; 


therefore are good captains very honeft. WV herethrough 


in the hiftorie of Zula Cé/ar wee find an action of the 
sreateltthoneftie that mightbe, and thatis, whileft they 
niurthered him with dageers.in-the: Senate-honfe, he 
(perceiuing it was impofsible to efcape death) gaue him- 
felfe to fall tothe ground, and (0 fitted his imperiall robe 
about him, that after his death they found him couched 
with great honeftie; ‘with his legs and other patts coue- 
ted,that might any way offend the fight. 

The {cuenth propertie, and of greateft importance, is, 
that the Generall haue good fortune and be luckie : by 
which figne we thall perfectly find, that heis feized of 
the wit and habilitiebehooffull for the att martiall, for in 
il fubitance 
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The Triall of Wits. haps3 214 
fabftance and truth, there is nothing which ordinarily 
maketh-men vafortunat, and that their enterprifes doe 
notalwaies take fucceffe after their defire, faue that they 
are deprived of wifedome, andlay not hold on the cone 
uenient meanes for atchieuing their exploits, For that Zg- 
lius C efar fhewed fuch wifdome in the affaires, whichihe 
managed, he bare away the bell. (in refpe@ of fortunate. 
neffe) from all other captaines of the world,fo as in perils 
of importance he-encouraged his fouldiouts, faying; 
Feare not, for you haue.Cé/ars good fortune to fight.on 





o 
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The Stoickes held opinion, that as there was.a firft 
caufe, cuetlafting , almightic, and. of infinit wifedome, 
knowne by. the order and concert. of his. maruellous 
workes;{o.alfo there was anothet vawife and vnconcet- 
ted, whofe workes. prooued withoutorder, without rea- 
fon,and.void of difcretion 3 for with an affe@ion no way 
reafonable, it giueth and reaueth from men riches, dig- 
niticjand honout,T his they tearmed Fortune, feeing her 
afriend to men who performe their bufinefle by hap ha- 
zatd, without forecatting, without wiledome, and with- 
out fubmitting themfelues to the gouernment of reafon. 
They pourtraied her (the better to. make her manners 
and mallice knowne)in forme of a woman, roiall {cep- 
ter in-her.hand, her eyes vailed, her feet vpon a round 
ball; accompanied with perfons fottifh and void of all 
trade of liuing. By painting her likea woman, they no- 
ted her great lightneffe and little difcretion; by her royall 
{cepter, they acknowledged her foucraigntic oucr tiches 
and honout3 her vailed eyes, gaueto vnderftand the ill 
fafhion which the held in diftributing her gifts ; her feet 
{tanding on the round ball, betokened the {mall firme- 
nefle in the fauours which fhe imparted, for fhe {nat- 


P inj cheth 































poe 









as 








Me | aw A 
Ry Ry, 


CAS, N 









iN 


; 
Wy, 


































216 chofees The Trial of Wits. 
cheth them away with the like facilitie that fhe reacheth 
them foorth ', without ‘keeping ftedfaftnefle ‘in ought 
whatfoeuet': but the worft part they found in her, was, 
that fhe fauoureth the wicked, and perfecuteth the ver: 
tuous ; loueth the foolith, and abhorreth the wife; aba- 
feth the noble, and aduanceth the bafe:what is foule,plea- 
feth her,and what is faite, worketh het annioiance. Many 
men placing confidence in thefe propetties, becaufe they 
know their owne good fortune, take hardineffe to vn- 
dettake fond and headlong enterprifes; which yet prof 
per with them very luckily : and yet other meh,very wile 
and aduifed, dare not aduenturé to execute thofe enter- 
ptifes which they haue begun with gréat difctetion, fins 
ding by experience that fich find ‘worft fuccefle: How 
great a friend Fortune theweth ‘her felfe to bad: people, 
C4riftotle maketh knowne by this probleme, W hence 
groweth it, that riches (for the moft part) ate poflefled 
tather by the wicked than by men of worth > W hereto 
he fhapeth anfwer, Perhaps becanfe Fortune being blind 
cannot know nor make choice of whiatis beft: Butthis is 
an anfwere vnwotthie of fo great'a Philofopher : for itis 
not Fortune that beftoweth wealth oi mén, and though 
it were, yet he yeeldeth no teafon,, why ‘fhe’ alwaies 
cherifheth the bad, and abatidoneth the'good. The true 
foliition of this demaund is, that the lewd fore'ate' very 
wittie,and haue a gallant imagination to beguile in buy- 
ing and felling , and can profit in bargaining, and em- 
ploying their ftocke where occafion of gaineis offered. 
But honeft men want this imagination: many of whom 
had endeuouted to imitate’ thefe bad fellowes, and b 
trafficking and trucking, within few daies haue loft their - 
ptincipall. | 
This’, Chrift our redeemer pointed'at, confidering 
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The Triall of Wits. hep-t8 2179 
the fufficiencie of that fteward; whom his maifter called 
to account, who referuing a good portion of the goods 
to his owne behoofe, falued vp all his reckonings, and 
got his guéetus eff. VV hich wifdome(though it were faul- 
tie) yet God commended, faying ; The children of this 
world ate more wife in their kind: than the children of 
light. For thefe ordinarily enioy a good ynderftanding, 
with which power they place their affeCtion on their 
law, and haue want of imagination, whereto the know. 
ledge how to line in this world appertaineth ; where- 
through many are morally good, becaufe they lacke the 
wit howto be naught.This manner ofanfwering is more 
eafie and apparent. The naturall Philofophers, becaufe 
they could not reach fo far,deuifed fo fond and ill iointed 
a caufe;as ladie Fortune, to whofe power they might im- 
pute good and bad fucceffes, and not'to the ynskilful- 
neffe and little knowledge of men. 

Foure forts.of people there are in euerie common- 
wealth, if amanlift to marke them, For fome men are 
wife, and feeme not fo; others feeme fo, and ate not 3 
others neither are,nor feem; and fome both are,and feem 
fo. Some men there ate filent, flow in {peech, ftaied in 
anfwering, not curious nor copious of words: yet they 
retaine hidden within them, a naturall power appertai- 
ning tothe imagination, whereby they know the fit time 
and occafion to bring their purpofe to pafle, and how 
they ate thereinto demeane themfclues,. without com- 
municating or imparting their mind to any other. Thefe 
by the vulgar are called happie and luckie, them feeming 
that with little knowledge and lefle wit cuery thing fal- 
leth into their lap. 

Others contrariwife are of much eloquence in words 
and difcourfe,great conuerfers,men that take vpon them 
to 
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to gouetne the whole world, who goeabout hunting 
how with {mall expence they may reape great gains, and 
therein (after the vulgars conceit) no man in judgement 
can {tep ance beyond them, andyet, comming to the 
effee, all falleth tothe. ground betweene their:hands: 
Thefe ctic out vpon fortune, and cail herblind buzzard, 
and iadesfor the matters which they difleigne and worke 
with much wifdome, the fuffereth notto take good ef 
fet : but if there werea Fortune who might plead her 
owne defence, fhe would tell them; Your delues are the 
buzzards , the fors, and the doe-noughts;; whom you 
{peake of, that being vnskilfull; hold your felues wife,and 
viing vnfit meanes,would yet reape good fuccefles: This 
fort of people haue a kind of imagination, which dec- 
keth yp and fetteth foorth their words and reafons, and 
maketh them feeme to be what irideed they are not. 
W hereon I conclude, that the Generall who is endow- 
ed with a wit requifit for theart militarie, and doth duly 
forecaft what heis to exploit, thall be fortunate and hap- 
pie, otherwile it is loft labour tolooke thathe ener pre- 
uaile to victorie, vnlefle God doe fight for him,as he did 
for the armies of Iffacll, and yet withall they chofe the 
wifeft and skilfulleft among{tthem to be commanders, 
for we mutt not leaue all ypon Gods hands; neither yet 
May aman wholly affie on his.owne witand fufficiencie; 
but it will doe beft toioine both together; for there isno 
other Fortune, faue God and amans owne good inde- 
uour. ; roa tind ae rte 

He who firft, deuifed Cheffe-play, madea modell of 
theart milicarie, reprefenting thereinall the occurrents 
and contemplations of war, without leauing any one be- 
hind:and as in this game Fortuue beareth no ftroke, nei- 
ther can the plaiet who beateth the aduerfe pattie be tere 


med 









| The Triall of Wits. MPS oy 9 

med fortunat,nor he who is beaten vnfortunat. So the 
captain that ouercommeth ought tobe called wife, and 
the vanquifhed, ignorant; and not the one happie, or 
the other vnhappie. The firft thing which he ordained 
inthis play,was,that when the king is mated, the contra- 
rie pattie is vanquifher:thereby to let vs vnderftand, that 
the chiefe force of an armie, confifteth in agood com- 
maunder to gouerne and dire& the fame : and for proofe 
hereof; he lotted as many chiefe men to the one fide as 
to the other, to the end, that whofoeuer loft, might be 
afcertained , it fo-fell out through default of his owne 
knowledge, and not of fortune. And this is more appa- 
rantly feene,if we confider, that a skilful plaier will {pare 
halfe his mento the other pattie, and yet forall that get 
the game. And this was it which Yegerius noted, that of- 
ten few fouldiors and weake,vanquifh many and valiant, 
if they be gouerned by a generall who can skill in ambu- 
thes and ftratagems. He ordained alfo, that the pawnes 
might not turne backe, thereby to aduife the commaun- 
der, thar he duly forecaft all chances, ere he fend foorth 
his fouldiorsto the feruice, becaufe if any mifchaunce a- 
light, it behooues rather that they be cut in peeces where 
they were placed,than to turne their backes, for the foul- 
dior is not to know whentime ferueth to flie or to fight, 
faue by direction of his captaine, and therefore fo long 
as his life lafteth, he is to keepe his place, vnder paine of 
becomming infamous. Hereunto he adioyned another 
law, that the pawne which had made {eucn draughts 
without being taken, fhould be madeéa queene,and might 
make any deaught at pleafure, and be placed next the 
king, as one fet at libertie, and endowed with nobilitie 3 
whereby he gaue vs to vaderftand , how in the warre it 
importeth greatly for making the fouldior valiant , to 
pto- 
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proclaime aduantages, free campes,and preferments, for | 
(uch as fhall haue done any {peciall peece of feruice, And 
principally, that the honout and profit paffeto their po- 
{teritie: forthen they will exploit with greater courage 
and gallantneffe. For which caufe 4vi(ot/e affirmeth that 
aman maketh more reake to be chiefe of his linage, than 
of his owne proper life, This Saule well petceiued when 
he caufed to be proclaimed in the army, W hofoeuer fhal 
{trike that man (meaning kill the Giant Goljas,) thall be 
made rich by the king, and fhall haue his daughter to 
wife, and his houfe thall be enftanchifed in If-ael fromall 
manner tribute. Conformable ynto this proclamation, 
there was'a coutt in Spaine, which ordained, that what: 
focuer fouldior, by his good viage, deferued to receiue 
for his pay 500.Soldi (this was the greatelt {tipend al: 
lowed inthe wares) fhould himfelfe and his polteritie, © 
be difcharged for euer fromall taxes and feruices. The 
Moores (as they are great plaiers at chefle).haue in their 
plaies (et feuen degrees in imitation of the feuen draughts, 
which the pawne muft make'to bea queene, and {o they 
enlarge the play from one to the fecond, and-from the 
fecond to the third, vatill they arriue to feuen, an{wera- 
ble to the proofe that the fouldior fhall giue of himfelfe ; 
and if he be fo gallantas to inlarge his pay tothe feuenth, 
they yeeld him the fame: and for this caufe they.are ter- 
med Septerniers, or Seuenftears. Thefe haue large li- 
bertics and exemptions, as in Spaine thofe gentlemen 
who are called Hidalgos. The reafon hereof, in naturall 
Philofophie is very plaine : for there isno facultic of all 
thofe that gouerne man,which will willingly worke,vn. 
lefle there be fome intereft to mooue the fame: which 
(_4riftotle proucth in the generatiue power, andthe felfe 
reafon {wayeth in the refidue. The obieét of the wrath- 
full 
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full facultie.(as we haue aboue {pecified):is honour and 
aduantage ;‘and if this ceale , ftraightwates) courage 
and ftomacke decay by all this: mayybe! coneciued the 
gteat fignification which it carrieth to makethat pawne 
a queene, who hath made feuen draughts without ta- 
king :for whatfoeuer the greateft nobilitie in the world, 
that hath been or fhall be, ‘hath {prung and:fhall {pring 
from pawnes,and priuat men,who by the valour of their 
perfon haue done fuch’exploits', as they:deferued ‘for 
themfeluesand their pofteritic, the title of. ‘gentlemen, 
knights, noblemen, earles, marqueffes, dukes and kings, 
Truc it is, that fome are fo ignorant and void of confide- 
ration, as they will not graunt; that’ their tiobilitie hada 
begirining; but that the fameis euerlafting, and growne 
into their bloud, not by the! grace of forme particular 
king , but by the fupernatutall aiid diuine reafon .' ‘To 
the bent of this purpofe (though we fhall thereby fome- 
what lengthen our matter) I cannot but recount a vety 
wittie ‘difcourfe’,. which paffed betweene’ our Lord the 
Prince:Don Carlos, and the Do&tor S#ares of Toledo, 
who ‘was iudge of the Court in Alcala of Heuares. 
Prince?D o€tor whatthinke you of this people? Doctor. 
Very well (my Lord) for here is the beft aire’, and the 
beft foileiof any place in Spaine. ‘P: For fuch the’ Phifi- 
tiofismade choice of to recouer my health: haue you 
feene the Vniuerfitie? D: No my ZL. P. See it then: for it 
is very {pecialls and where they tell me the Sciences are 
very learnedly read. D. Verily, fora colledge and parti- 
cular ftudie, it carrieth great fame, and fhould be fuch in 


effe&, as yout highnefle fpeaketh of. P. Where did you © 


ftudie > D. In Salamanca, my lord.’ P. And ‘did you pto- 
- eced doctorin Salamanca? DMytord, no. P. That me 
feemeth was euill done, to ftudie in one Vnitiérfitie, and 
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take degreclimiattother. D. May it pleafeyour highneffe, 

that the chargesiof taking degrees in Salamanca; areexs 
cefsiue.;:andthefefare wei pboremen flie the:famésand 
getvs to: fomicother Vniucrfitie,. knowing that'were- 
ceiue ourfufficiencic and learning not fromthe degtee, 
but<from our ftudie and paines;. albeit: my parents were 
not fo paores:butifithem lifted might haue borne the 
charge ofahyproceeding in Salamanca :but yourjhigh- 
nefle welkstnoweth; thatthe doGors.ofthis: Vniverfitie 
haneshe-likefranchifes-as the gentleman of Spaine, and 
tovs who are fuch by nature; this exemption doth harm, 
at leaft to out pofteritie.2. W hich of the kings mine an. 
celtors gaueshisinobilitie toyourlinage2D, None. And 
tothis:end your highnefle mitt yndenitand, thete-are 
two,forts of gentlemen in Spainsfome of bloud,and (ome 
by priviledge : thofein bloud (as my {elfe) haue not re: 
ceiued their nobilitie at the kings hand, but thofe by prie 
uiledge haue.. P.;T his matter is very hard for meto con- 
ceiue, and.I would gladly that;-youexprefled iin plai- 
net tearmes:: forif my bloudroyall, reckoning from my 
felfe to my father, ‘and ftonyhim to my. grandfather, and 


fo by order-ftom each to other, commeth to finith in Pe: 


lagius: to. whom by thedeath of theking Don Rodericke, 
the kingdome was giuen, before which time he was not 
king. If we reckon yp.afterthis fort your pedigree, thall 
we notcomeat aft to end in‘one whowas no gentle: 
man ? D. This difcourfe cannot.be denied, forall things 
haue hada beginning... P. Taske you then, from whence 
that firft man had his nobilitie, who-gaue ‘beginning'to 
your nobilitie 2 he, could not enftanchifehimfelfe; nor 
plucke outhis owne necke from the yoke of tributesand 
feruices, which before time hee paied.tothe kings: my 
predeceflors : for this werea kind of theft, anda prefers 

fing 
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The Triall of Wits, Bess 423 
ring himfelfe by force with the kings patrimonie, and it 
foundeth not: with reafon’; that! gentlemen‘ of bloud 
fhould haue fo bad an originall asthis: thetefore it fal- 
leth out plaine,that the king gaue him freedome,&< yeel- 
ded himthe grace of that nobilitie.. Now tell me from 
. whombe hadiiu::D. Yourhighneffe concludeth: verie 
well; and itis true; thatstheteis no true: nobilitie faue of 
thekings'grant: but we tearme thofe noble of blood;of 
whofe originall thete is no'memorie ; neither is it {pe- 
cified by writing, when the fame began, nor what king 
yeelded them this fauour : and this obfcurenefle is re- 
ceiued :in' the:common:wealth: for more: honourable, 
thandiftin@ly to: knowthe contrarie.. The common- 
wealth:alfo maketh gentlemen: for when aman ‘gtow- 
eth valorous; of great vertue, and rich, itdarethnotto 
challenge {uch a one, as {eeming, thereby to'doc him 
wrong,and thatit is fita man of that worth doelliuein all 
franchize. This reputation pafsing to the children,and to 
the nephewes,groweth to nobilitie,and fothey geta pre- 
tence:againit the king . Thefe are-nat therefore’ gentle- 

- men, becaufe they teceiue 500 Soldi of pays but when 
_ the contrarie cannot be ptooued, they pafle for fuch. 
That Spaniard, who.deufed this name of a gentleman, 
Hifiodalgos, gaue verie well to vnderftand this doétrine 
which we haue fet downe ; for by his opinion men: haue. 
two kinds of birth, the one natural; in which all are 
equall the other {pirituall. WV hen a man performeth any 
heroicall enterprife , of any vertue or extraordinarie 
worke, then is he new. borne, and procureth for himfelfe 
other:new patents , and Jeefeth that being which hee 
had tofore. Yefterday he was'calledthefonne of Peter, 
and nephew of Sanchiws, and now he is named the fonne 
of his owneactions. Hence+had that Caftlian proverbe 
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~ 224 Ghephaz ~The Trial of Wits: 
his originall,which faith; Every manisthefonofhisown - 
workes. And becaufe the 200d and vettuous workes,are 
ithe holy {cripture termed fomwhat,and inthe Spanifh 
tongue itfignifieth 2/go, and vices & fins nothing, which 
in the Spanifh is teamed ada. This Spaniard compoun- 
ded this word hyo dalgotherof, whichimporteth nought 
els , but that {uch a one:is:defcended of him’, who per- 
formed 'fome notorious and vertuous action : for which 
he deferued to. be rewarded by the king; or common: 
wealth, togither with all his pofteritie for euer. The law 
of the Partita fayth, That hyo dalgo fignifieth the fonne 
of goods : But if we vnderftand the fame of temporal 
goods’, the reafon wasnot good:;: for there are infinit 
gentlemen poote, and infinit rich meh, who ateno gen- 
tlemen : but if he meane the fonne of goods, that is to 
fay ,of good qualities, it carrieth the fame fence which we 
before sal cth : | | | 
Of the fecond ‘birth which men ought'to. haue'be- 
fides their naturall, there is affoorded-vsa naturall'exam- 
ple in the Scripture, where Chirift our redéemer repre- 
hendeth Wicodensus, becaufe he (being a’doctor of the 
law) wift not yet, it was neceflarie that’a man fhould be 
borne of new,thereby to obtain a better being, and more 
honourable parents than his naturall : for which’ cau, 
all the time that a man performeth no heroicall enter- 
prife , in this fence he is called hyo‘de nada, to weet the 
fonne of nothing ; although by his aunceftors he beare 
the name of ho dalgo, that is the fonne of fomewhar, 
ora gentleman. To'the purpofe of this do@tine,I will 
recite ynto you a difcourfe which pafled betweene avery 
honourable Captaine anda Caualiero,who ftood much 
on the pantophles of his gentilitie. Wohereby thall be 
difcouered,in what the honour of this fecond a co 
Behe has SCN ae iiteth. 
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CLriahk 07 Witse PaP ot} 
fifteth . This captaine then falling in companie with a 
knot of Caualieros, and difcourfing of the largefle and 
libertie, which fouldiors.enioy in Italie, in a certaine de- 
maund, which one of them made him, he gaue him the 
-you, becaule he was native of that place, and the fonne 
of meane parents,botne ina village of {ome few houtes: 

but the captain (aggreeued thereat) anfwered,faying; Sig- 
nor, your fignorie fhall vnderftand, that fouldiors who 
haue enioyed the libertie of Italic, cannot content them- 
felues to make abode in Spaine,becaufe of the many laws 
which are here enaéted againft fuch as fet handto theit 
{word. : 

The other Caualieros hearing him vfethe tearme of 
Siguoria, could not forbeare laughter . The Caualiero 
bluthing hereat, vied thefe words , Your mercede may 
weet,that in Italie, to fay Sigvorta, importeth fo muchas 
in Spaine to fay mercede,and this Signor Capitano, being 
accultomedto the yfeand manner of that country,giueth 
the tearme of Sgoria, where he fhould doe that of ser- 
cede. Hereto the captaine anfwered,faying; Let not your 
Signorie hold me to be a man fo fimple, but that I know 

when I am in Italie}to applie my felfe to the language of 

Italie,and in Spain, to that of Spain; but he that in Spain 

talking with me, may giue me the you, it behooueth at 

leaft chat he hauea Signorie in Spains& yet fo I can fcarfe 
take it wel:the Caualiero fomwhat affronted made reply, 
faying ; why Signor Capitano,are you not natiue infuch | 

a place, and fonne to fuch aman? And know you not 

againe who Iam, and what mine anceftors haue been? 

Signor (anfwered the captaine) I know right well, that 

your Signorie is a good Caualiero, and fuch haue been 

yout elders : but I and my right arme (which now I ac- 
knowledge for my father) are better than youandall your 
linage: 
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linage. This captain meant to allude to the fecond birth, 
when hee faid I and my right arme, which now J ac-. 
knowledge to be my father; and that sot vaduly : for 
with his right arme, and with his {word he had perfor- 
med fuch actions,asthe valour ofhis perfon was equall 
to the nobility of that Caualiero. For the moft part, the 
Jaws and nature (faith P/ate)are conttary:for a man fom- 
times iflucth out of natures hands, with a minde verie 
wile, excellent, noble, franke, and with a wit apt to 
command,a whole world: yet becaufe his hap was to be 
borne in the houfe of amiclas, a bafe peafant, by the 
laws he remaineth depriued of that honour and libertie 
~ wherein nature placed him. And contrariwife we fee o- 
thers, whofe wit and fafhions were ordained to be flaues; 
and yet forthat they were bornein noble houfes, they 
come by force of the lawes to be great Lords. But one 
thing hath been noted many daiesago, which is worthie ~ 
of confideration,that thofe who are born in villages and 
thatched houfes, prooue more fufficient men, and of 
greater towatdnefie for the Sciences and atmes,than fuch 
as haue great Cities for theit bitth-place. Yet is the vul- 
gat {o fubiett to ignorance, as they gathera confequence 
tothe contrarie, from birth in meane places: hereof the 
facted Scripture affoordeth vs an example, where it is 
read , that the people of I{tael much wondering at the 
gteat workes of our Sauiour Chrift, {aid ; Is it posible, 
that out of Nazareth cancome ought that if good ? But 
to return to the wit of this captain, of whom we haue dit 
courfed: he ought to bee endowed with much ynder- 
ftanding, andwith the difference of imagination, which 
is requific for the art of war. VV herethrough, in this trea- 
tife we deliuer much do@trine, whence we may gather 
whetein the valour of men confiltetli,that they may reap 
Pri: Bary eftimation 
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The Trialt of Wits, 
eftimation in the commonwealth. 
Six things (me feemeth) a man ought to haute, to the 
end he may be tearmed honourable, and which of them 
foeuct want, his being is thereby impaired: but yet all 
of them are not placed in one felfe degree, nor partake a 
like value,or the felfe qualities. 

The fisit and principall, is the valour of a mans owng 
petfon, as touching his wifdome, iuftice, mind, and cou- 
tage. This maketh riches and bitth-right, ftom hence 
grow honourable titles 5 from this beginning all the no- 
bilicie in the world fetcheth his originall., And if any be 
fetled in a contratie opinion, let him goto the great hou- 
{es in Spaine, and he fhall find, that they all deriue their 
otiginall from particular men,who by the valour of their 
petfons attained to that, which now by their fuccefsions 
is pofleffed. | 

The fecond thing which honouretha man, next to 
tlic valour of his perfon, is {ubftance, without which we 
find not, thatany man cartieth eftimation in the com- 
monwealth. | 

The third is, the nobilitie and antiquitie of his ance- 
ftors, to be well borne, and of honourable bloud, is a 
thing very precious; but yetretaineth in it felfe a great 
defect; for by it felfe alone it yeeldeth a flender auaile, 
as well in regard of the gentleman himfelfe, as of others 
who ftand in need thereof: for aman can neither eat nor 
dtinke the {ame,nor apparttell himfelfe therewithall, nor 
gine nor beftow the fame : but it maketh a manto live 
as dying, by depriuing him of the remedies which he 
might otherwife procure to fupplie his necefsities. ; but 
let him vnite the fame with riches, and by no degree of 
honour it can be counteruailed. Some are wont to re- 
femble nobilitie to'a cypher in numbting, which of it 
Q ij felfe 
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229 Chapt? The Trial of Wits, — 
felfe beareth nfo value, but vnired with another number, 
multiplieth the fame. . 

The fourth point which maketh a man to be ofac- 
count, is to haue fome dignitie or honourable office, and 
contrariwife nothing fo much abafeth a man,as to get his 
liuing by fome handycraft: 

@ The fitt thing which honoureth a man, is to be cal« 
led by agood furname, and a gracious Chriftian name, 
which may deliver a pleafing confonance to the eate, 
sc notto be termed pafty,or peftell,as fome that I know. 
We tead inthe generall hiftotie of Spaine, that there 
came two embafladours out of France vnto king _#- 

" phonfethe ninth,to demaund one of his daughters in ma- 
riage for their foueraigne king Philp : one of which 
ladies was very faire, and named Vrraca; the other no- 
thing fo gratious, and called Bluwche. They both com- 
ming in prefence of the embafladours, all men held it as 
a matter refolued , that the choice would light vpon 
Vrraca, as the elder, and fairer, and better adorned_: but 
the embafladours enquiring each of theit names, tooke 
offence at the name of Yrraca, and made choice of the 
ladie Blanche : faying, that her name would be better re- 
ceiued in France than the other. a 
~The fixt thing which honoureth aman, is the feeme- 
ly ornament of his perfon,and his going well apparelled, 
and attended with: many waiters. The good difcent of 
the Spanith nobilitie, is of {ach as through the valour of 
their perfon, and through their honourable enterprifes 
atchieued, grew in the wars to the pay of 500 Soldi. The 
originall whereof our late writers cannot verifie : for if 
they find not their mattet laid downe in writing, and ex- 
ptefled to their hands by others, they are vnable to fup-: 
plic the fame with any inuention oftheir owne. The dif- 
: ee : ference! 
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ference which Aréffotle placeth betwixt memory andre- 
membrance is, that if the memorie haue loft anie of 
thofe things which at firft it knew, it cannot call the &me 
to mind, without new learning thereof : but remem- 

brance enioyeth this {peciall grace, that if it forget ought, 

by {topping a while to difcourfe thereupon, it turneth to 

find out that which was before loft. "VV hich may be the 

Court that {peaketh in fauour of good fouldiours, we 

find at this day recorded neither in bookes , nor inthe 

memotie of men, but there ate left as reliques thefe 

words, hyo dalgo, in thofe that receiue 500 Soldi of pay, 

after the Coutt of Spain,and their known wages. By ma- 
king difcourfe,and arguing whereon,,it will fall out anea- 

fie matter to find out their affociats.  dtony of Lebrifla 

giuing the fignification of this verbe, vendico, cas : faith, 

the fame fignifieth, to draw ynto it that which is due for 

pay, or by reafon, as we fay now adaies bya new phrafe 

of {peech,or totake pay from the king, And it is a thing 

fo vfed in Caftilia the old,to fay fuch a one hath well im- 

paied his trauaile, when he is well paied, that amongft 

the ciuiller fort there is no manner of {peech more ordi- 

natie. 

From this fignification, the word vindicare fetched 
his originall, namely, when any one would ftitre at the 
wrong offered him by another : for iniurie metaphori- 
cally is tearmed debt. After this fort whenwe now fay, 
flicha one is hyo dalgo,de vengar quincentos [ueldos that is, 
a gentleman of the pay of 500 Soldi: we meane that he 
is defcended from a fouldior fo valiant, as for his prow- 
effe he deferued to receiue fo large a pay, as is that of 500 
Soldi: who by the court of Spaine was (with all his po- 
{teritic) enftanchifed from paying any tallages or ferui- 
cesto the king. This knowne pay is nought els, faue the 
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230 Chap ts | be trial of Wits. vn 
entrance which fuch afouldiour made into the number 
‘of thofe, whofe f{tipend was 500 Soldi: for then were 
regiftred in the kings booke the name of the fouldiour, 
the countrey where he was botne, and who were his pa- 
rents and progenitors , for the more certainetie to him 
who receiued this benefit and ftipend. Euen as at this 
day we read inthe booke of Bezerro,which is kept at Sae 
lamanca, where are found written the beginning of wel- 
neere all the Spanith nobilitic . The femblable diligence 
vied Sau/, when Dawid flew Golias : for forthwith he {ent 
Abner his captaine, to take information of what ftocke 
the young man was defcended. Antiently they termed 
Solaro the houfe of the villaine , as wellas of the gen- 
tleman. ; 

But fithens we haue ftepped.afide into this digrefsi- 
on , it behooueth to make returne to our purpofe from 
whence we parted, and to know whence it groweth, 
that in play at Cheffe, which we tearmed a counter- 
feit of warte, aman fhameth mote to loofe, than at any 
other game, albeit the fame turne himto no dammage, 
neither is the play for money : and whence it may {pring, 
that the lookers on fee more draughts than the players 
themfelues, though they are leffe feene in the play? and 
that which moft importeth, is, that fome gamefters play 
beft fafting, and fome better after meat > The firft doubt 
holdeth like. difficultie, for we haue auouched, that in 
waite and in Chefle-play fortune hath nought to doe, 
neither may we be allowed to fay, VWWho would ever 
haue thought this? but all isignorance and carelefneffe 
in himthat leefeth, and wifedome and cunning in him 
that getteth. And whenaman is.ouercome in. matters 
of wit and fufficiencie, and is cut off fromall allegations 
of excufe or pretences other than his owneignorance, it 
: |e a IES follow- 
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followeth a matter of necefsitic, that he wax afhamied: 
for man is reafonable, and a friend to his reputation, and 
cannot brooke that in the workes of this power any o- 
ther fhould ftep a foot before him. For which caule 47i- 
(ftotle demandeth, W hat the reafon may be, why the an- 
tients confented not, that {peciall rewards fhould be af- 
fizned to thofe, who furpafled the reft in the Sciences, 
8z yet ordained fome for the beft leaper, runner, thrower 
of the batre,and wreftler?T'o which he frameth anfwere, 
That in wrettling and bodily contentions, it is tollerated 
that there be Iudges afsigned, who fhall cenfure how far 
one man exceedeth another, to the ead they may iuftly 
yeeld prizeto the vanquither, it falling out a matter of 
no difficultie, for the eye to difcerne who leapeth moft 
etound, or runneth with greateft {wiftneffe : but in mat- 
ters of fcience it prooueth very hard totrie by the vn- 
derftanding which exccedeth other , for that it isa 
thing appertaining to the fpirit, and of much queint- 
nefle; and if the iudge lift to giue the prize malicioufly, 
all men cannot looke thereunto, for it is a iudgement 
much eftranged from the fence of the beholders. Be- 
fides this anfwere, Ari/fot/e giueth another which is bet- 
ter, faying, That mien make no great recke to be ouer: 
come in throwing, wraftling, running, and leaping, for 
that they ate graces wherein the very brute beafts out- 
pafle ys. But that which we cannot endure with pati- 
ence, is, to haue another adiudged more wife and adui- 
fed than our {elues, wherethrough they grow in hatred 
with the iudges,and {eeke to be reuenged of thems thin 
king that of malice they went about to fhame the.“Ther- 
fore to fhun thefe inconueniences, they would not yeeld 
confent, that in workes appertaining to the reafonable 
part, men fhould be allowed ‘either iudges or rewards. 
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) belrial of Wits, — 
W hence is gathered, that the Vniuerfities doe ill, who 
afsigne iudges and rewards of the firft, {econd, and third 
degrec, inlicencing thofe that prooue beft at the exami- 
nations. 

For befides that the inconueniences alleaged by Ari- 
frotle doc betide, it is repugnant to the doGtrine of the 
Gofpell, that men grow into contention who fhould be 
cheefe. And thar this is true, we fee manifeftly, for thar 
the difciples of our Sauiour Chrift comming one day 
from a certaine voiage,treated amongft themfelues, who 
fhould be the greateft, and being now attiued at their 
lodging,their maifter asked them, whereof they had tea- 
foned vpon the way ? but they(though fomewhat blunt) 
well vnderftood, how this. queftion was not allowable ; 
wherethrough the text faith,that they durftnot tell him: 
but becaufe from God nothing can be concealed , he 
{pake vnto them in this manner: If any will be chiefe 
amongft you,he fhall be the laft of all, and{eruant to the 
reft. The Pharifies were abhorred by Chrift our redee- 
mer , becaufe they loued the higheft feats at feafts, and 
the principal chaires in the Synagogues. The chiefe 
reafon whereon they telie who beftow degrees after this 
manner, is,that when {chollers know ech of them fhall be 
tewatded according to the triall which they fhall giue 
of themfelues, they will {cantly affoord themfelues time 
from their ftudie; to fleepe or eat: which would ceafe, 
were there nota reward for him that taketh pains,or char 
ftifement for him that addi&eth himfelfe to loofeneffe 
and loitering. But this is a flender reafon, and fo onely in 
apparence, and prefuppofeth a great falfhood, which is, 
that knowledge may be gotten by continuall plodding 
at the booke , and by hearing of good maiftets, and ne- 
uer leefing aleffon . And they marke not, that if a {ch ni 
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fer want the wit and abilitie requifit for the learning 
which he applieth, it falleth outa loftlabour, to beat his 
head day and night at his bookes. And the error is fuch, 
that if differences of wits, fo far diftant as thefe,doe enter 
into competencie, the one through his quicke capacitie, 
without {tudying or poaring in bookes, getteth learning 
inatrice, and the other, for that he is block-headed and 
duil, after he hath toiled all his life long, can {mall skill in 
the matter. 

Now the Iudges come, as mento giue the firft price 
to him who was enabled by nature and tooke no tra- 
uell,and the laft to him who was borne void of capacitie, 
yet neuer gaue ouer ftudying ; as if the one had gotten 
learning by turning ouer his bookes, and the other loft 
the fame through his owne fluggifhneffe. And it fareth 
as if they ordained prices for two horfes, of which the 
one had his legs found and nimble, and the other halted 
downeright. If the Vniuerfities did admitto the ftudie 
of the Sciences, none but fuch as had awit capable there- 
of, and were all equall, it fhould feemea thing well done 
to ordaine reward and punifhment : for whofoeuer 
knew moft, it would therby appeare that he pained him- 
felfe moft,and who knew leaft, had giuen himfelfe more 
to his eafe. | ; 

To the fecond doubt we anfwer,that as the eyes ftand 
in need of light and cleereneffe, to fee figures and co- 
lours,o the imagination hath need of light in the braine, 
to fee the fantafies which are inthe memorie.T his cleere- 
neffe the Sunne giveth not, nor any lampe or candle,but 
the vitall {pirits which are bred in the heart, and difperfed 
throughout the bodie. Herewithall itis requifit to know 
that feare gathereth all the vitall {pitits to the heart, and 
leaueth the braine darke, and all the other-parts pe sh 
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bodie cold. Wherupon Aré/totle maketh this demaund, 

W hence commethit, that who fo feareth, his voice, his 
hands, and his nether lip'doe tremble ? whereto he an- 
fwereth, That through this feate the naturall heat hieth 
to the heart, and leaueth all the refidue of the bodie 2- 
cold, and the cold (as is before touched) by Galens mind, 
hindereth all the powers and faculties of the foule, and 
fuffereth notthem to worke. 

Flence beginneth the anfwere of this fecond doubt, 
and it is,that thofe who play at Chefle,conceiue feare to 
loofe, becaufe the game ftandeth vpon tearmes of repu- 
tation and difgrace, and for that Fortune hath no ftroke 
therein; {0 the vitall {pirits affembling to the heart, the 
imagination is foreflowed by the cold, and the fantafnes 
in the darke: for which two reafons,he who playéth,can- 
not bring his putpofe to effe@t. But the lookers on, in as 
much as this no way importeth them, neither ftandin 
feare of loofing through want of skill, do behold more 
draughts, for that their imagination retaineth his heat, 
and his figures are enlightened by the light of the virall 
{pirits.. True it is, that much lightreaueth alfo the light 
of the imagination, and it befalleth what time the player 
waxeth afhamed and out of countenance to fee his ad- 
uetfatie beat him ; then through this aggreeuednefie the 
natutall heat encreafeth, and enlighteneth more than is 
requilit, of all which he that ftandeth by is deuoid. From 
hence iffucth an effe very viuall inthe world, that what 
time a man endeuoureth to make the beft mufter of him- 
fclfe, and his learning and fufficiencie moft knowne , it 
prooueth worft with him: with others againe the con- 
tratie betideth, who being brought to their triall; make a 
great fhew, and pafled out of the lifts, appeare of little 
woorth:and of all this the reafonis very manifelt, " he 

| | whole 
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whofe head is filled with much naturall hear; if you ap- 
point him to doe an exercife of learning or difputation, 
within foure and twentie houres after, apart of that ex- 
cefsiue heat which he hath flieth to the heart, and {0 the 
braineremaineth temperat, and in this difpofition (as we 
will prooue in the chapter enfuing) many points woorth 
the veterance, ptefent themfelues to a mans remem- 
brance. But he who is very wife and endowed witha 
oreat vnderftanding, being brought to triall, by meanes 
of feare cannot retaine the naturall heat in his head, 
whereon through default of light, he findeth not in his 
memioriewhatto deliuer. | 

If this fell into their confideration, who take vpon 
them tocontroll the Generals of armies, blaming their 
adtions, andthe orderwhich they fet downe in the field, 
they fhould difcerne how great a difference relteth be- 
tweene the giuing a looking om the fight outata win- 
dow, or the breaking of alaunce therein,and the feare to 
leefe an armie, whofe charge their foueraigne hath com- 
mitted to their hands. ) 

No leffe dammage doth feare procure the Phyfition 
in curing , for his pra&tife (as we haue prooued hereto- 
fore) appertainéth to the imagination, which refteth, 
mote. annoyed by cold thanany other power,for that his 
operation confifteth inheat. W hence wefee by expeti 
ence, that Phyfitians can fooner cure the vulgar fort, 
than princes and great petfonages. A counfellor at law 
one day asked me (knowing that I handled this matter) 
what the caufe might be, that in the affaires where he was 
well payed, many cafes and points of learning came to 
his memorie, but with fuch as yeelded not to his trauell 
what was due, it feemed,that all his knowledge was 
fhrunke out of his braine ; whom I anfwered, that mat- 
ters 
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ters of inteteft appertained to the weathfull facultic, 
which maketh his refidence in the heart, and if the fame 
recelue not contentment, it doth: not willingly fend 
forth the vitall fpirits, by whofe light the figures which 
reft in the memorie may be difcerned. But when that 
findeth fatisfaction,, it cheerefully affoordeth natural! 
heat : Wherethrough the reafonable foule obtaineth 
fufficient cleereneffe to fee whatfoeuer is written in the 
head. This defe& doe men of great vnderftanding par- 
take, who are pinching, and elie much on their intereft, 
and in fuch is the propertie of that counfellor beft dif. 
cerned. But who fo falleth into due confideration here- 
of,fhall obferue it to be an ation of J uftice, that he who 
laboureth in another mans vineyard bee well paied his 

wages, : : 3 
The like reafon is currant for the Phifition, to whom 
(when they are well hired) many remedies prefent them- 
felues : otherwife the art (as well in them as the Lawyer) 
flippeth out of their fingers. But here a matter very im- 
portant is to be noted; namely, that the good imagina- 
tion of the Phifition difcouereth on a fuddaine what is 
neceflarie to be done . And if he take leifure and farther 
confideration, a thoufand inconueniences come into 
his fancie, which hold him in fulpence, and this while 
the occafion of the remedie paffeth away. Therefore it 
is neuer good, to aduife the Phifition to confider well 
what he hath in hand , but that he forthwith execute 
what firfthe purpofed. For we haue prooued hereto- 
fore, that much {peculation maketh the naturall heat to 
auoid out of the head, and againe the fame may encteafe 
fo far forth, as to turmoile the imagination. Butthe Phi- 
fition, in whom it is flacke,hall not doe amiffe to vie 
long contemplation : for the heat aduancing it felfe vp 
to 
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The Triall of Wits, Chap-13° 2 
to the braine, fhall come to attaine that point, which to 
this power is behooffull. 

The third doubt in the matters alreadie -rehearfed, 
hath his anfwere very manifeft : for the difference of the 
imagination, with which we play at chefle, requireth a 
cettaine point of heat, to fee the draughts, and he that 
plaieth well fafting, hath then the degree of heat requifit 
thereunto : but through the heat of the meat, the fame 
exceedeth that point which was neceflarie, and fo he 
plaieth wore. The contrarie befalleth to fuch as play 
well after meales, for the heat rifing vp togither with the 
meat and the wine, arriueth to the point, which wanted 
whiles he was fafting. Itis therefore needfull to amend 
a place in Plato, who faith, That Nature hath with great 
wifdome difioyned the liuer from the braine, to the end, 
the meat with his vapouts fhould not trouble the con- 
templation of the reafonable foule. But here if he meane 
thofe operations which appettaine to the vnderftanding, 
he fpeaketh very well, but it can take no place in any of 
the differences of the imagination. W hich s feene by ex- 
petience in feafts and banquets : for when the guefts are 
come to mid meale , they begin to tell pleafant tales, 
metriments, and fimilitudes ; where at the beginning 
none hada word to fay ; but at the end of the feaft their 
tongue faileth them, for the heat is paffed beyond the 
bound,tequifit for the imagination. Such as need to eat 
and drinkea little, to the end the imagination may lift 
vp it felfe,are melancholicke by aduftion : for fuch haue 
their braine like hot lime,which taken vp into yout hand, 
is cold and drie in feeling ; but if you bath the fame in 
any liquor, you cannot endure the heat which groweth 
thereof. 7 


We mutt alfo corre& that law of the Carthaginians, 
| “eh which 
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which P/ato alleageth , whereby they forbad their Cap-  * 
taines to drinke wine, when they went to their wars, and. 
likewiletheir gouctnours, duting the yeare of their of 
fice. And albeit Plato held the fame for a vetie inft law, 
and neuer maketh anend of commending the fame; yet 
it behooueth to make a diftin@ion. We haue alleaged 
heretofore , that the worke of iudging appertaineth to. 
difcourfe,and that this power abhorreth heat, and there- 
fore receiueth much dammage by wine : but to gouerne 
a commonwealth (which is a diftin@ matter from ta: 
king into your hand a procefle, and giuing fentence ther- 
vpon) belongethto the imagination, and that requireth 
heat : and the gouernour not atriuing to the point which 
is requifit, may well drinke a little wine, fo to attaine the 
fame. The like may be faid touching the generall of an 
armie, whofe countell partaketh alfo with the imagina- 
tion. And if the naturall heat be by any hot thing to be 
aduanced, none performeth it fo wellas wine; but it js 
tequifit, that the fame be temperatly taken , for there is 
no noutifhment which fo giueth and reaueth a mans 
wit ,.as this liquor; Wherefore it behooueth the 
Generall, to know the manner of his imagination, whe- 
ther the fame be of thofe which need meat and drinke to 
fupplie the heat that wanteth, or to abide fafting : for in 


this onely, confifteth how to.mannage his affaires well 
or cuill, ) 


CHAP. XIIII. 


How we may know to what difference of abilitie the office of 


aking appertaineth and what fignes he ought tohaue whe 
enioyeth this manner of wit. . 


When 
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Hen Salomon was chofen king and head 
of fo great andnumbertfull a people, as 
that of Ifraell the text faith, that for go- 
uerning and ruling them, hee craued 

wifedome from heauen, and nothing 
befides . Which demaund fo much pleafed God, as in 
reward of hauing asked fo-well, he made him the wifett 
king of the world: and not fo contented , he gaue him 
eteat riches and glorie, eucrmore holding his requeft in 
better price. WWhence is manifeftly gathered, that the 
steateft wifedome and knowledge which may pofsi- 
bly be in the world, is that foundation, vpon which’ the 
office of a king relieth, Which conclufion is fo cer- 
taine and true, as ic were but loft labour to {pend time in 
the proofe thereof. Only it behoouethto fhewto what 
difference of wit the art of being a king, and fuch a one 
as is requifit for the commonwealth, appertaineth : and 
to vnfoldthe tokens, whereby the man may be knowne 
who: is iadowed with this wit and abilitle’. VV here- 
throngh it is certaine , that as the office ofa king excee- 

deth all thearts in the world; fo the fame requireth a 

perfection of witin the largeft meafure that nature can 


deuife. VW hat the fame is, we haue notas yet defined: 
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for we haue beene occupied in diftributingto the other’ 


arts, their differences 8& mianers. But fince we now haue 
the fame in handling, it muft be vnderftood, that of nine 
temperatures which are in mankind, one onely (faith 
Galen) maketh a man fo furpafsing wife, as by nature he 
canbe. Wherein the firlt qualities are in fuch waight 
and meature, that the heat exceedeth not the cold, nor 
the moift the drie, but are found in fuch equalitie and 
conformitie, as if really they were not contraries, nor 
hadany naturall oppofition, YWhence.tefulteth an in- 

firument 
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ftrument fo appliable to the operations of the reafona- 

ble foule,that man commeth to poffeffe a perfe&@ memo. 
rie of things pafled, anda great imagination to {ee what 
is to come, anda great vnderftanding, to diftinguifh, in- 
ferre, argue, iudge, and make choice. The other diffe- 


rences of wit (by vs recounted) haue not any one a- 


mongft them of found perfedtion : for if aman poflefie 
great vnderftanding;he cannot (by meanes of much dri- 
nefle)comprife the {ciences which appertaine to the ima- 
gination and the memorie ; and if he be of great ima- 
gination, by reafon of much heat, he remaineth ynfufh- 
cient for the fciences of the vnderftanding and the me- 
mortie, and if he enioy a great memorie, we haue tofore 
exprefled,how vnable thofe of much memotie(through 
their.excefsiue moifture)doe prooue for all the other {ci- 
ences. Onely this difference of wit which we.now atea 
fearching, isthat which an{wereth all the arts in propor- 
tion. How much dammage the vnablenefle of adioy- 
ning the reft, breedeth to any one knowledge, Plato no- 
teth,faying ; That the perfetion of ech in particular, de- 
pendeth on the notice and knowledge of themall in ge- 
nerall. 

No fort of knowledge is found fo diftin@ly and fe- 
ueted ftom another, but that theskill inthe one much 
aideth to the others perfeGtion. But how thall we doe, if 
hauing fought for this difference of wit with great dili- 
gence in all Spaine,I can find butone fuch? W hereby I 
conceiue, that Gale {aid very well, That out of Greece, 
nature not fo much as in a dreame maketh any man tem- 
perat, or with a wit requifit for the {ciences. And the 
fame Galen alleageth the reafon hereof, faying 5 That 
Greece is the moft temperat region of the world ; where 
the heat of the aire exceedeth not the cold , nor the 
| | moift 
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The Triall of Wits, Pap 241 
moift the drie. Which temperature maketh men very 
wife and able for all the Sciences, as appeareth, confide- 
ring the great number of famous men who thence haue 
iffued, as Socrates,Plato,Ariftotle,Hippocrates Galen,T he- 
ophraftus, Demofthenes, Homer,T hales Milefius, Diogenes 
Cynitus, Solon, and infinic other wife:men mentioned in 
hiftories, whofe workes we find replenifhed with all {ci- 
ences : not as the writers of other prouinces , who if 
they treat of Phificke, or any other Science, it prooues 
a miracle for them toalleage any other fort of f{cience in 
their aid or fauour. All of them are begeerly and with- 
_ out furniture,as wanting a wit capable of all the arts. But 
which we may moft matuell at in Greece, is, that where- 
as the wit of women is found fo repugnant vato lear- 
ning (as hereafter we will prooue) yet there haue been 
fo many fhe Greekes, fo {pecially feene inthe {ciences, as 
they haue growneinto competencie.with the fufficien- 
teftmen:asnamely Zeontia, a moftwife woman, who 
wrote againit Theophra/tus, the greateft Philofopherof 
his time, reproouing him for many errors in Philofo- 
phie. But if we looke into other prouinces of the world, 
hardly fhall we find {prung vp any one wit that was no- 
table. VV hich groweth, for that they inhabit places dif- 
tempered,where men become brutish; flow of capacitie, 
and ill conditioned. HOBO TKS i 
© For this caufe Ari/fotle moueth a doubt,faying; W hat 
meaneth it, that thofe who inhabit a counttey , either 
ouct cold, or ouer hot, are fierce and fell in countenance 
and’ conditions : to-which probleme ‘he anfwereth ve- 
rie well, faying ; That a good temperature not only ma- 
keth a good grace in the bodie, but alfo aideth the wit 
and abilitie. And as the excefles of heat and cold do hin- 


der nature, that fhe cannot fhape a man in good figure; 
fo 
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242 Shapd-The Trial of Wits. q 
fo (alfo forthe like reafon) the harmonie of the foule is - 
turned topfie-turuie, and the wit prooueth flow and 

This the Greekes well wift,in as muchas they termed 
Wg all the nations of the world Barbarians, confidering their 
Hi Hier flender {ufficiencie-and little knowledge ..VV:hence we 

Me) fee, thatrof{oimany: that are borne and ftudie out of 
a Greece, if they be Philofophers, none of them arriueth 
ee to the perfection of Platoand 4riffotle : if Phifitions, to 
ae Hippocrates and Galen: if orators,to Demo/thenes:if Poets 
ae to Homer yand {o.in the refidue of thefciences parts, the 

1 Greeks haue euer held the formoftranke beyond all con- 
on ttadiction. At leaft the probleme of Ars/fotle is very well 
ea verefied inthe Greckes : for verily they are the men of 

A) molt {ufficiencie and loftielt capacitieintheworld:: were 
it not. that they live in difgrace ; opptefled by force of 
atmes in bondage, and all hardly intreated by the com- 
ming of the Turkes, who banifhed all learning, and cau- 
fed. the Vaniuerfitie of Athens) to.pafle vnto Paris in 
France,whcere at this day the fame continuetl: And(hus 7 
through want of manurance) fo many gallant wits (as 
we haue before repotted.).are ytterly perifhed. In the 
other regions out of Greece, though fchools and exetcile 
of leatning-are planted, -yetnoman hath prouedin them 
of any rare excellencie. : : 

The Phifition holded he hath waded very far,if with 
his wit he canattaineto that which Hippocrates and Galen 
deliuered, and,the natural, Philofopher reckoneth him- 
Ne felfe fo full,of knowledge; ashe can be capable of no 
| mote, if he once grow co the vnderftanding of. Ariftotle, 

; But. this notwith{tanding, it gocth not for an vniuerfall 
| rule , that all, fuch as haue’ Greece for their birth-place, 
i mult.of force be temperat-and wile, and.all the refidue 
. : i diftem-: 
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The Triall of Wits P#ptt 242 
diftemperat and ignorant: for the fame Galen recountetly 
of Aiachar/is,who was borne in Scythia,that he carried 
the reputation of a rate wit amongit the Grecians, 
though himfelfe a Barbarian . A Philofophet borne in 
Athens falling in contention with him; faid vnto him} 
Get thee hence thou Barbarian. Then Asachar/is anfwe- 
red, My countrey is to me a fhame, and fo art thouto 
thine : for Scythia, being a region fo diftemperat, and 
whete fo many ignorant perfons line; my felfeiam grown 
to knowledge;.and thoit being borne in Athens; a place 
of wit and wifédome, wert neuct othet thanan Affe? In 
fort, that we need not vitetly defpairein regard of the 
temperature’; neither thinke ita cate of impolsibilitie,to 
meen herewithall out of Greece; aud efpecially in Spaine, 
a region not very diftemperat: for.as:] haue found one 
of thefe differences in Spaine , fo itimay well be, that 
there are many othets not yet come to knowledge, and 
which I haue not;beenable-to find out + \Iefhall doe well 
therefore, to intreat' ofthe tokens} by, which.a rempertat 
nian may be difcerned,to the end wherefuch a onets; he 
may hot be hidden. oe = 7 ie % nrc Sit 2h oek 
Many fignesshauethe Phifitions laid downe to difco- 
uer this difference of wit, but the moft principall,and 
which affoord-beft norite,are thefe following. i) 9° > 
The firt (faith Gales) is to haue his haite abourne;a 
cojlout betweene white and red ; and that. pafsing from 
ace tolage, they cuer become mote golden: And the:rea- 
fon is very cléere:s:for the matetiall-caufewhereot the 
haire confitteth, the Phifitions, fay; is a‘grofle vapour 
which arifeth fron the digeftionthatthe brainé maketh 
at the time.of his nourifhment 3.andlooke what-colour 
is of the auember, {uchialfo is that of his excrements. If 
the braineia his compofition pattake much.of fleagme; 
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244 BPW The Triall of Wits. 
the haire ingrowth is white, if much choller, faffton co- 
loured : but if thefe two humours reft equally mingled, 
the braine becommeth temperat, hot, ‘cold, moift, and 
dtie;and the haire abourne partaking both the extremes, 
True itis Hippocrates faith, that this colour in men,who 
liue vnder the: North, as are the Engelifh, Flemmith, and 
Almaines, {pringeth, for that their whitenefle is patched 
vp with much cold, and not for the reafon by vs allea- 
ged. VV herefore in this token it behooueth tobe well ade 
uiledvotherwife we may foone flip into error, 

‘The fecond token which a man,who fhalbé endowed 
with this difference of wit,muft haue,is(aith Galen) tobe 
well fhaped,of good countenance, of feem ely grace, and 
cheerefull sin fore, that the fight may take delightto.be- 
hold him, as a figure of rate perfe@ion. And thereafon 
is vety plaine : for if nature hau much force, and a feed 
well feafoned , the alwaies formeth of things ‘pofsible, 
the beft'and moft perfectin his kind but being purueiéd 
of forces, moftly the placeth her ftudie in fafhioning ‘the 
braine, for that amongftall other parts of the bodie, the 
fame is the principal eat of the reafonable foule: whence 
we fee many mento be great and foule, and yet of'an ex- 
céllentwits.iig ffom ort osha Ig" STHONSHD SENT 5p 

The quantitie of bodie which a tempetat man ought 
to hae (faith Galen) is not re(olutely detetmined by na- 
ture,for he may be long, fhort,and of meane ftature, con- 
formableto the quantitie ofthe temperat feed; which it 
had when it was thaped: But as touching that which ap- 


4 


' pettaineth to the wit in temperat perfons,a meane ftature 


is better'than €ither'a great or little. And ifwe muftleane 
to either of the extreates , it is better to encline to the 
tele ‘than to the greac : fori the bones and fuperfluous 
Aefh (as wee haue prooued ‘heretofore: by ‘the opinion 
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“The Triall of Wits. hept#’ 245 
of Platoand Ariffotle) bring great dammage to the wit. 
Agrecable hereunto, the naturall Philofophers are wont 
to demand, whence it proceedeth, that men of {mall fta- 
ture are ordinarily more wife than thofe of long fta- 
ture. And for proofe hereof,they cite Homer, who faith, 
that /7i/¢s was very wile, and little of bodie;and contra- 
riwife Azax very foolifh, and in ftature tall. To this que- 
ftion they make very fimple anfwere, faying,that the rea- 
fonable foule gathered into a natrow roome, hath there- 
by more force to worke confermable to that old faw,, 
Vertue is of mote force vnited than difperfed : and con- 
trariwife making abode ina bodie long and large, it wan- 
teth fufficient vertue to moue and animate the fame. But 
this is not the.reafon thereof ; forwe fhould rather fay, 
That long men have much moifture in their compofiti- 
on, which extendeth out their flefh, and ableth the fame 
to that: incteafe which the naturall heat doth euet pro- 
cure. The contrarie betideth in litele bodies : for through 
theit much drinefle, the flefh.cannot take his.courfe, nor 
the naturall heat enlarge or {tretch it out,.and therefore 
they remaine of fhort {tature, And we haue earft proued, 
that amongft the firft qualities, none bringeth fo great 
dammage to the operations of the reafonable foule, as: 
much moifture,and that none fo farre quickeneth the vn- 
derftanding,as drinefle. | ! 

The third figne(faith Galen )by which atemperatman. 
may be knowne,is, that he be vertuous and of good con- 
ditions : for if he be lewd and vitious, P/atoaffirmeth it 
groweth, for that in man there is fome diftemperat qua- 
Iitie, which yrgeth him to.offend:; and if fach aone will 

tactile that which is agreeable to.vertue, it behooueth, 
that firit he renounce his owne naturall inclination. But 
whofocuer is-abfolutely temperat, ftandeth not in as 
Rij of 
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246 © gi The Trial of Wits. 
nothing at.his hands that is contratieto reafon. There. | 
fore Galen faith, Thattoaman whois pofleffed of this 
temperature, we need prefcribe no diet what he fhall eat 
and drinke : for he neuer exceedeth ‘the quantitie and 
meafure which Phificke would afsigne him. And Galen 
contenteth not himfelfe to tearme oih mott temperat : 
but moreouer auoucheth, that it is notneceflarie to mo- 
detat their other pa(sions of the foule: for his anger; his 
fadnefie, his pleafure, and his ‘mirth, are alwaies meafu- 
red by reafon. W hence it followeth, that they are euer- 
mire healthfull and neuer difeafed, and this isthe fourth 
Houne kr: 2 FIR D0 8 HOM Ga iy cia 
But hetein Ga/ew {warueth from teafon ? for itis im: 
polsible'to frame a man, that’ thall be perfee in all his 
powets,as the bodie is temperat’;’ and that his wrathfull 
and concupilcentiall power get’ not’the foueraignetie 
ouet réafon,and incite him to finne. For itis not fitting to 
filer any man (howtempetar{ocucr) to follow alwaies 
his owne naturall inclination, without gaine-fetting and 
cortecting him by teafon.’ This is eafily vnderitood, 


confidering the temperature which the braine ought to 


haue, to the end the fame may be made conuenient in: 
{trument for the reafonable facultie : atid that which the 
heart fhould hold, to the end the ‘werathfull power may 
couet glorie, empire, viGtorie, and foueraiontie ouer all : 
and that which the liuer ought tolhaue for difgelting’ the 


* meats, and that which ought to reftin the cods, to be 


able to pteferue mankind; and to incteafe the Gre "OF 
the braine,we hare {aid fundry times tofore,that itfhould 


fetaine moifture for memortie , dtinefle for difcourfe, 


and heat for the imagination: But forall'this, hisndeu. 
tall temperatute is cold and moift ; and by teafon of the 


more 


of any fuich diligence ,for the inferiour powers require | 
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mote or leffe of thefe two qualities, fomtimes we tearme | } 
it hot, and fometimes cold, now moift, then drie ; but OS 
the cold and moift grow to predominat. The liger, a 
wherein the facultie of concupifcence refideth, hath for Ai 
his naturall cemperature heat and moiftureto predomi- 
nate; and fromthis it neueraltereth, fo long as aman 
liueth ; and if fometimes we fay itis cold, it groweth, for 
that the fame hath not all the degrees of heat requifit to. 
his owne operations. As touching the heart, which is. 
the inftrument of the wrathfull. facultie, Ga/ez affirmeth 
it of his ownenature tobe fo hotjas if (while a creature 
liueth j: wee put our finger into his hollowneffe, it will 
stow impofsible to hold the fame there one moment 
without butning. And albeit fomtime we terme.it cold; : 
yet we may not conceiue, that the fame doth predomi- 
nate ;, for this isa cale.impofsible, but that the fame con- 
fifteth not in {uch degree of heat as to-his operations is 
behooffull.x a, fj s6s testa: die 

In the cods;, where the other part of the concupifci- 
ble maketh abode, the like reafon-taketh. place, forthe 
predomination of his(naturall temperature is: hot and 
dtic. Andif fometimes.we fay,that a mans cods ate cold, 
we muttnot abfolutely fo vnderftand the fame ;.neither 
to-predomination : but that the degree of heat requifit 
for the. generative vertue.is wanting:. Eereon we plaine- 
ly inferre, that if aman be well. compounded and inftru- 
mentalized, itbchooucth of force, that‘hee haue| excel 
fiue heatin his heart; for-otherwile the, wrathfull facul- 
tie would grow.very remiffe; and if the liuer be not ex- 
ceeding hot, it cannotdifgeft the meat, nor make bloud 
for nourifhment : and. if the cods haue, not. mote heat | Ne 
than cold, a. manwill proove impotent, -and without Mae 
power. of begetting, ‘Wherefore thefexvo members t= 
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248 Chapt The Triall of Wits. : 
(being of fuch force'as we haue faid) it followeth of ne- 
cefsitie, that the braine take alteration through much 
heat, which is one of the qualities that moft paineth rea- 
fon; and which is worft,the will being free, inciteth and 
enclineth it felfe to condifcend to the appetites of the: 
Jower portion. : 

By this reckoning it appeareth, that nature cannot fa- 
fhion firch a man as may be ‘perfect in all his powers, nor 
produce him enclined to vertue.. How'repugnant it is 
vnto the nature of man, that he become inclined to ver- 
tue, is eafily prooued , confidering the compofition of 
the firftman, which though the moft perfeé that ever 
mankind enioyed, {auing that of Chrift our tedeemer, 
and fhaped by the hands of fo great an artificer’; ‘yet if 
God had notinfufed into him a firpernaturall qualitie, 
which might keepe downe his itiferiour patt, it was im- 
pofsible (abiding in the principles of his owne natute) 
that he fhould not be enclined to euill. And that'God 
made _4dam of a perfe& power: to wrath and ‘concupi- 
{cence, is well tobe vnderltood, in that hefaid and com- 
maunded him, Encreafe and multiplie, and to replenifi 
the earth. Tris cettaine, that he gave theman able power 
for procreation, and made them not of a'cold¢omplexi- 
on, in asmuch as he commautided him; that he fhould 
people the earth with mén; which worke cannot be ac- 
complifhed without abundance of heat . “And’no 'lefle 
heat did he beftow vpon the:faculeié nutricae! 2 with 
which he was to'teftote his corifumed fubltance, and'te- 
new another in lieu thereof: ‘Seeing that he {aid'to the 
man and the woman: Behold, Fhiatie giuen’ yoweuery 
hearbe that bringeth forth feed vpon the earth,and what- 
foctier trees haue feed of thei? kind jto'the end ‘theym ay 
fetue ‘you ‘fot food.’ For if'God had giiiei? them a ftos 
fs git macke 
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The Trial of Wits. ©°4R44'249 
macke and liver, cold and of little heat, for certaine they 
could not haue digefted their meat, nor preferue them- 
felues 900 yeates aliue in the world. He fortified alfo 
the heart, and gaue the fame a wrathfull facultic, which 
might yeeld him apt to be a king and lord, and to com: 
marid the whole world,and faid vnto them,Do you fub- 
due the eatth, and command ouer the fifhes of the fea, 
and the foules of the aire, and all the beatts that mooue 
onthe face of the earth. But if he had not giuen them 
much heat; they had not partaken fo much viuacitie, nor 
authoritie of foueraigntie, of commandement, of glorie, 

of maieftie, and of honour: nga | 
How much it endammageth a prince; to:haue his 
wrathfull:power remifle,cannot fufficiently be exprefled: 
for through this only:caufe it befalleth, that he is not fea: 
red nor obeyed,nor reuerenced by his fubiedts. After ha- 
uing fortified the wrathfull-and.concupifcible powers, 
giuing vnto the forementioned members fo much hear, 
he paffed to the facultie reafonable, and shaped for the 
fame’a braine cold:and moift, in fuch degree, and of a 
fubftance fo delicat, that the foule might with the fame 
difcourfe and philofophife , and vfe-his infufed know- 
ledge : For we haue alreadie auouched and heretofore 
prooued, that God to beftow a fupernaturall knowledge 
ypon men , firltordereth their wit, and maketh them 
capable, by way. of the-naturall: difpofitions delivered 
by his hand, that they:may receiue'the fame: for which 
cafe, the text of the holy Scripture-affirmerh’, thar: he 
aue them a heatt to‘conceiue; and replenifhed them 
with the difcipline of vnderftanding. The wrathfull and 
concupitcentiall powers, being then fo mightie through 
oreat heat, and the reafonable fo .weake and remiffe to 
refit , God’ made prouifion of a fupernaturall wae 
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A rr The Triall of Wits. a 
and this istearmed by the Divines, Original Iuftice, by 
which they come tovexpreffe the brunts of the inferiour. 
portion , andthe patt-reafonable remaineth fuperiour; 
and enclinedto vertue: But when ont firft paxents offens 
ded, they loft this qualitieyand the irrafcible and-concu- 
pifcible remained intheirnature , and {upetiour to:rea- 
fon, in'refped of the ftrength of the thtee members that 
we {pake of, and-man reftedteadie.euen fromhis youth, 
wntoentlis son ped se haa toate hare 

Adam was created inthe age of youth;which (after the 
Phyfitions) is the mofttemperat of allthe refidue, and 
from that age foorth,he was‘enclined to euilnefle, fauing 
thaclittle time whileft he preferned himfelfe in grace by 
originall suttice .. From this do@ttine we gather ingood 
naturall Philofophie, that if a man beto: performe any 
action of vertue to the gainefaying ofthe fefh, it-is ims 
pofsible that hecan put the {ame in execution, without 
outward aid of grace 5 for the qualities) with whichthe 
inferiour power worketh, are of greater efficacie. I faid, 
with gainefaying of the fleth,becaufe there are many ver- 
tues in man, which grow, for thar he hath his powers of 
wrath and concupifcence feeble, as chaftitie in a-cold 
petfon ;, but this»is:rather an impotencie.of operation, 
than a vertue. :.for which caufe; had not the catholicke 
church taught vs, that without the fpeciall aid-of God, 
we-could rot haue overcome our owne nature,Philofo- 
phie natural! would fo -haue learned: ys:,: namely, that 
Stace comforteth our will. T haethen: which Galex would 
haue fayds was, that a temperat man exceedeth in vertue 
all others who wantthis good temperature; for the fame 
is lefle prouoked by the inferiour part. 

The fifth propertic which: thofe of this temperature 
pollefie, is.to be very long lined, forthcy.are ftrong ra: 
relult 
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The Trial of Wits, Pop 251 
refift the caufes and occafions which engender difeafes; 
and this was that which theroiall prophet Dawid meant, 
The daies of our age in themfelues: are {euentie yeares, 
but if;in the-potentates there: be:eightie. or mote, itis 
their paine and forrow: asif he fhould fay; The number 
ofyeares whichmen ordinarily do liue, arriue vnto fe 
uentie,and if potentates reach ynto eightic, thofe once 
pafled, they are dead ontheir feet .. He tearmeth thofe 
men potentates, who are of this temperature, for more 
thanany other they refift the caufes which abridge the 
life. Galezlayeth downe the laft token, faying, thatthey 
ate very wile,of great memorie for things pafled,of great 
imaginatian toforefec thofeto come,and:of great vnder- 
ftanding to find out the truth of all mattets. They.are not 
malicious,notwily, not cauillers, for thefe {pring froma 
temperature thatis vicious. Such awitas this afluredly 
was not framed by nature to addi it felfe vnto the ftudie 
of the Latine tongues Logicke,. Philofophie, Phificke, 
Diuinitie, or the Lawes: for put cafe he might eafily: at- 
taine the(e {ciences} yet none of them can fully replenith 
his capacitic ; onely the office of 1a king isin proportion 
anfwerable thereunto; and in ruling and: gouerning 
ought the fame folely to be imploied. This fhall eafily be 
{cene!ifyou tun ouer the tokens and properties of atem- 
perat man,which we haue laid down, by taking into con- 
{ideration, how fitly ech of them :{quareth with the roiall 
{cepter , and-bow impertinent they fhéw for the other 
arts and {ciences. jl 2 

 Thata‘king be faire and gratious, is one of the things 
which mof{t ianiteth his {ubie&s to. loue him and with 
him wells-Fot the obie&tof loue (faith Plato) 1s beautie 
anda {eemely. proportion : and if a king be hardly fauou- 
sed, and |badly thaped, itis impofsible that his ifubiects 
can 
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252 Bey The Triall of Wits. 

can beare him affection, rather they reake ita fhame, thae 
a man:vnperfect and void of the gifts of nature, fhould 
haue {way and commaundement ouer them :’To be ver- 
tuous and of good conditions ; eafily may we gather 
how gteatly it importeth ; for he who ought to order 








_ the liues of his fubiets, and deliver vnto them rules and 


lawes to line conformably to reafon, itis requifit that he 
performe the fame alfo in his owne perfon,; for.as the 
king is, fuch ave the great, the meane; and the:inferiour 
perfons: = (2) Remettocte se Tet 
Moreouer, by this means he hall make his comman- 
dements the more authenticall; and with the better title 
may chaftife {uch asdoe not obferue them. To enioy a 
perfection in all the powers which gouerne man, name- 
ly, the generative, nutritiue, wrathfull, and reafonable, 
is More neceflarie in a king , thaninany artift what(o- 
euer. For (as Plato deliuereth) in a'wellordered com- 
monwealth, there fhould be appointed certaine furuey- 
ours, who might with skill looke into the qualities of 
fuch perfons as are to be marriedjand giue to him a wife 
anfwerable vnto him in proportion, and to euerie wife 
a conuentent ‘husband . Through this diligence, the 
principall end of matrimonie fhould not become vaine3 
for we fee by experience, that a woman who could not 
conceiue of her firlt husband,matrying another,f{traight- 
waies beareth children's atid many men haue no chil- 
dten by their firft wife,taking another, {peedily come to 
be fathers. ato 
Now this:skill (ith Plato) is principally behooffull 
inthe marriage of kings : for it being a matter of {uch im- 
portance, forthe peace and quict of the kingdome, that 


» the prince haue lawful ‘children to fireceed in the eftate, 


it may fo fall, that the king marrying at all aduentutes, 


i fhall 
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The Trial of Wits, “hapids 252 
fhall take a barraine woman to wife, with whom he hall 
be combred all daies of his life, without hope of iflue. 
And if he deceafe without heires of his bodie, ftraight- 
waies it muft be decided by ciuile wars, who fhall com- 
maund next after him. But Hippocrates {aith,this art is ne- 
cellarie for men that are diftemperat, and not for thofe 
who partake this perfect temperature by vs defcribed. 
Thefe need no fpeciall choice in their wife, nor to {earch 

out which may an{were them in proportion ; for whom 
foeuer they marry withall (faith Ga/en) forthwith they be- 
get iffue : but this is ynderftood, when the wife is found, 
and of the age wherein women by order of nature may 
conceiue and bring foorth: in fort, that fruitfulnefle is 
more tequifit in.a king than in.any artift whatfoeuer, for 
the reafons tofore alleaged. % 

The nutritiue power (faith Galez) if the fame be glut- 
tonous, gteedie, and bibbing, it {pringeth, for that the 
liuer and ftomack want the temperature which is requifit 
for their operations ‘aiid for this caufe men become rio- 
tous and fhort liued. But if thefe members poffeffe their 
due temperature and compofition, the felfe Gz/ew affir- 
meth, thatthey couet no gteater quantitie of meat and 
drinke than is conuenient for preferuation of life. W hich 
propertie is of fo great importance fora king, that God 
holdeth that land for blefled, to whofe lot fuch a prince 
befalleth . Bleffed is the land (faith he in Ecclefiafticezs ) 
whofe king is noble, and whofe princes feed in due 
times for their refrefhment,and not for riotoufhefle: OF 
the wrathfull facultie, if the fame be extended or remiffe,. 
it isatoken (faith Ga/ez) that the heart is ill compofed, 
and partaketh not that temperature which is requifit for 
his operations. From which two extreames a king ought. 
to be farther diftant than ‘any other-artift’: for to ioyne 
wrath. 
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254 Chap-t4- The Triall of Wits: | 
wrathfulnefle with much: power maketh finally forthe « 
fubieéts auaile. And as illy fitteth it for aking to hate his 
wrathfull power remiffe : for if he flightly flip ouer bad 
patts and attempts in his kingdome, he groweth outof 
awe and:reuetence among{t his {ubie&ts whence great 
dammages and verie difficult to be réemedied,doe accu. - 
{tomably arife in the common wealth . But the man 
who is temperat, stoweth difpleafed vpon good ground, 
and can pacifie himfelfe as. is requifit : which propertie 
is as neceflarie. to' be fetled in a King, .as anie of thefe 
which we haue before remembred.. How much it im- 
porteth,that the facultie reafonable, the imagination, the 
memorie, andthe vnderftanding, be of greater perfedi- 
on ina king chan in-any other,-1s eafily to be prooued: 
for the other arts and {ciences (as it feemeth) may be ob- 
tained and put in practife by the force of mans wit: but 
to gouern a kingdome,and to preferue the fame in peace 
and concord, not onely; requireth , that the king be en: 
dowed with a naturall wifdome to execute the famebut 
itis alfoneceffarie, that-God particularly afsift hin with 
his vnderftanding , and aid him in gouetning +whence 
it was well noted in the Scripture, The heartof the kine 
is in the hand of God:.;Toliue alfomany yeares,and to 
enioy continuall health, isa propettiemore conuenient 
for agood king than for any other artifan. For his indu- 
{trie and trauell, breedeth an yniuerfall goodto all:and if 
he faile to hold out in healthfulneffe,the.commonwealth 
fallethto tuine. +» -. afte ioc th esteilt 
All this doGtine here laid downe by ys, will be eui- 
dently confirmed, if we can find’in any hiftorie, that at 
any time there, was any king chofen, in-whom any of 
thofe tokens and conditions by.vs recited, were not 
wanting . And truth haath this as peculiar to her natute, 
: thar 
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The Triall of Wits. 02 
that fhe neuet lacketh arguments, whereby to 
med. Dar wait 

The diaine Scripture recounteth, that God falling in 
diflike with Saa/, for that he had {pated —zmalecks life 5 
commanded Samuel, that he fhould go to Bethleem,and 
annoint for king of Iftael one of the eight fonnes of Ze/fe: 
Now the holy man prefuming,that God had a'liking to 
Eliah, for that he was tall of ftature, demanded of him ; 
Is this man, here in the prefence of my Lord, his Chrift? 
to which queftion he was anfwered in this manner, Take 
not regard: to his:countenance, nor tothe talnefle of his 
ftature, for I haue refufed him: I iudge not man by his 
looke, for man feeth the things outwardly apparent, but 
the Lord difcerneth the heart. As if God thould fay: 
Marke not(O Samuel) the high {tature of E/zh,nor that 
manly countenance: which thou beholdeft : for I haue 
tried that in Sa#/. Y ou men iudge by the outward fignes, 
but Icaft mine eye vpon the iudgement and wifedome, 
wherewith a people is to be: gouerned. 

Samuel miftrufting his owne skill-im chufing, pafled 
on farther in the charge which was commanded him 3 
asking ftill of God, vpon euery one, which of them he 
fhould annoint for king; and becaufe God held him- 
felfe contented withinone of them,he {aid vnto Jefe; haft 
thou yet nomotre fonnes but thofe who ftand before 



































be confit. 
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vs? W ho anf{wered, faying ; That he had yet one more, ie) 
who kept his beafts, but he was of little growth: him f 





- feeming,that therefore he was not fufficient.to.weeld the ss 
‘royall fcepter.. But. Samuel now wilted, that a great fta- aS ma 
tute was no fure token, caufed:-him:to be fent for.. And WN 
itis a point worth the: noting , that the holy Scripture he fe 
before it expreffed how: he was annointed king, {aid in. ile 


this manner; But he was abourne haired, and ofa faire: 
coun> 
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256 Chapt¢: The Triall of Wits: 
countenance, anda vifage well fhaped, arife and annoitit ~ 
him, for thisis he. In fort, that Dauéd had the two firft 
tokens, of thofe which we recounted, abourne haired, 
handfome fhaped , and of meane ftature. To bee ver- 
tuous and well conditioned, which is the third figne, ea- 
a fily we may concciue,that he was therewithall endowed, 
1 fecing that God faid; I haue found a manatfter my heart : 
if ~ for albeit he finned fundry times, yet forall that, he loft 
not the name and habite of verte. Euen as one by ha- 
bite vicious, though he performe fome good morrall 
workes, doth not therefore leefe the name of lewdand 
vicious . That he led all the courfe of his life in health, 
it fhould feeme may be prooued ; becaufe in his whole 
hiftorie mention is made of his fickneffe but once(and 
this is a naturall difpofition of all {rch as arellong lived.) 
Now becaufe his natural! heat was refolued; and that he 
could not take heat in his bed ; to remedie this, they 
couched a vety faire ladie by his fide, who might fofter 
him with heat . And herethrough he liued fo manie 
yeares, that the text faith, he deceafed ina good age, full 
of daies,ofriches,and of glorie: as if itfhould fay, Danid 
died in a good old age,full of daies; of riches, and of glo- 
tic ; hauing endured fo many trauailes inthe wars, and 
yndergone great penance ‘for his tranferefsions. Andthis 
gtew, for that he was temperat, and of agood'complexi- 
on : for he refufed the occafions, which accuftomably 
. breed infirmitie and fhortening: of mans life. His great 
wifedome and knowledge was ‘noted by that feruant of 
Saul,when he {aids My lord, I know a cunning mufition, 
the fon of Zee,bornin Bethleem;coutagiousin fight, wife 
in difcourfe, and of feemely countenance. By which to- 
kens (aboue fpecified): it is manifeft, that Daaid was a 
temperat man, andtofuch is the royal {cepter belon- 
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ging :for his witis ofthe beft mould that nature could 
fafhion.. But there prefenteth it felfeaverie great diffi- 
cultieagainft this do&rine, namely ; fecing God knew 
all the wits and abilities of Iftael, and likewife wift,thae 
temperat men are feized of the wifdome and knowledge 
requifit to the calling of aking : for what caufe in the firft 
ele@tion that he made,-he fought not out aman of this 
fort? Nay the text auoucheth, that Sa#/was fo tall of fta- 
tute, as he paffed all the refidue of Iftael, by the head and 
fhoulders. And this figne is not only an euill token of wit 
in naturall Philofophie, but euen God himfelfe (as wee 
hatte proued) reproued Samuel, becaufe(mooued by the 
high growth of E/h) he thereupon would haue made 
him king. Butthis doubt declareth that tobe true; which 
'Gulen (aid, that out of Greece.we fhall not (fo much as 
in a dreame) find’ out a temperat man, Secing ina peo- 
ple fo large:(as that of Ifrael) God'¢ould notfind:one to 
cchofe fora kings but it behooued him totarrie till Da- 
wid was grownce vp, afid'the while made choice of Saud. 
For the text faith, that he was the beft of Iftael sbut vere- 
ly ic eemed he had more good nature than wifdome, 
and that was not fufficient to rule and gonerne. Teach 
me (faith the Pfalme) goodnelle, difcipline, and know- 
ledge. And thisthe royall Prophet Dawid {pake, feeing 
that it auaileth not fora king to be good and vertuous, 
vnlefle he ioyne wifedome and knowledge therewithall. 
By this example of king Dasid, it eemeth we haue fuffi- 
ciently approoued our opinion. : 
But there was alfo another king borae in Iftael, of \ 
whom it was faid, Where is he that is borne king of the 
Tewes? And if we can prooue, that he was aboutne hai- Ah ANP 
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red; cowardly, of meane bignefle, vertuous, healthful, ME 
and of great wifdome and knowledge, it will be no way ie 
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damageable to this out do&rine. The Euangelifts bufied 

not themfelues , to report the difpofition of Chrift our 
redeemer for it {eruednot to the putpofe of that which 
they handled. butis.a matter which may eafily. be vn- 
detftood, fuppofing that fora man to be temperat, as 1s 
requifit, comprifeth all the perfe&ion wherewith natu- 
rally he can:be endowed: Anddeeing that the holy {pitic 
compounded :and inftrumentalized: him, ic is cettaine, 
that'as touching the matetiall caufe; of which he formed 
him, the-diftemperature of Nazareth could not refilt 
him, nor make hin’ etre in-his worke,-as doe the other 
naturall agents : but he performed what him beft plea- 
fed : for he wanted neither force, knowledge, nor will, 
to frame aman moft perfec, and without Anyi defee. 
And that fo much the rather ; for that his comming (as 
himfelfe affirmed) was to endure trauels:for-mans fake, 
and to teach him the truth. And this:temperature (as 
we haue before prooued) is the beft naturall infttument 
that can be found for thefe twojthings. W herethrough 
I hold that relation for true, which Pablivs Lentulus,vice- 


~ Confull, wrote from Hierufalem vnto the Roman Senat 


after this manner. 7 a 

There hath beene feenein ourtime, a man who yet 
liueth, of great vertue, called Iefus Chtift; who by the 
Gentiles is tearmed the Prophet of truth, and his dif. 
ciples fay, that he is the fonne of God. He raifeth the de- 
eeafed, and healeth the difeafed, isaman of meane and 
proportionable ftature, and of yery faire countenance, 
his looke carricth fuch'a maicftie, as thofe who behold 
him, are enforced both to loue and feare him. He hath 
his haire coloured like a nut full ripe, reaching downe to 
his eares; and from his eares to his thoulders they are 
of wax colour, but more bright; he hath inthe middle 
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ofhis forehead a locke, after the manner of Nazareth: his 
forchead is plaine,but vey pleafing : his face void of {pot 
or wtinckle, accompanied with a moderat colour : his 
nofthtils and mouth cannot by any withreafon bee re- 
prooued, his beard thicke, and refembling his haire, not 
long , but forked ; his countenance vety gratious and 
praue, his eyes gracefull and cleere; and when he rebu- 
keth, he daunteth ; and -when he admonifheth, he plea- 
feth : he maketh himfelfe to be beloued, and is cheerefull 
with grauitie : he hath neuer beenefeeneto laugh, but to 
weepe diuers times : his hand and armes are very faire: 
in’ his conuerfation he contenteth very greatly, bur is 
feldom in companie: but being incompanie, is very mo- 
deft in his countenance and port hee is the feemelieft 
man that may be imagined . In this relation are contat- 
nedthree or foure tokens of a temperat petfon. — 

The firft,that he had his haire and beard of the colour 
of anut fally ripe: whick to him that confidereth it well, 
appearetl to be a browne abourne; which colour God 
commaunded the heifer fhould haue, which was to be 
factificed as.a figure of Chrift. And when he entred into 
heauen with that triumph and maicftie which was te- 
quifit for fuch a prince: {ome Angels who had not been 
enformed of his incarnation, faid, WV ho is this that com- 
meth ftom Edon, with his garments died in Bozta? as if 
they had faid, Who ishethat commeth from the red 
Land, withshis garment ftained in the fame die? in re- 

fpe& of his haite and his red beard, and ofthe blood with 
which he was tainted. The fame letter’ alfo reporteth 

himto be the-faireft man that euer was feene, and this is 

the fecond token of atempetat perfon, and fo was it pro- 

phefied by the holy fcriptureas a figne whereby to know 

him. Of faire fhape abouc all the children of men. And 
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‘in another place he faith , His eyes are faiter than the 

‘wine, and his teeth whiter than milke. WV hich beautie 
and good difpofition of bodie imported much to effeét, 
that all men fhould beare him affeétion, and that there 
might be nothing in him worthie to be abhorred. For 
which caufe, the letter deliuereth, that all men were en- 
forced toloue him. It recitethalfo,that he was meane of 
petfonage, and: that not becaufe the holy Ghoft wanted 
miattet to make him gteater, if fo it had feemed good: 
but. (as we tofore haue prooued by the opinion of Plato 
and Ariffotle) becaufe when the reafonable.foule is but- 
dened with much bones and flefh, the fame incurreth 
great dammage in his wit. 

The third figne, namely, to be vertuous and well con- 
ditioned,is likewife expreffled in this letter, and the ewes 
themfelues with all their falfe witneffes, could not proue 
the contrarie, nor replie when he demanded of them, 
W hich of you can reprooue me of finne? And Jofeph 
(through the faithfulneffe which he owed to his hiftorie) 
affirmed of him, that he partaked of another nature a- 
boue man, inrefpeét of his goodnefle and wifdome, On- 
ly long life could not be verefied of Chrift our redee- 
met, becaufe they puthim to death being yong ; whete- 
as if they had permitted him to finifh his natural courfe, 
the fame would haue reached to 80 yeares and ypwards. 
For he who could abide in awilderneffe 40 daies and 
40 nights without meator drinke, and not-be ficke nor 
dead therewithall, could-better hate defended himfel& 
from other lighter things, which. had power to breed al- 
teration or offence. Howbeit this aétion was reputed 
miraculous, and a matter which could not light within 
the compaffe of nature. 

Thefe two examples of kings, which we haue allea- 
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ged, fufficeth to make vnderftood, that a fant royall 
is duc to men that ate temperate ; and that fuch ate en- 
dowed with the wit and wildome requifit for that office. 
But thete was alfo another man, made by the proper 
hands of God, to the end he fhould be king and Lord of 
all things cteated and he made him faite,vertuous,found, 
of long life, and very wile : and to prooue this, fhalhnot 
be amiffe for our purpofe. Plato holdeth it, for a matter 
impofsible, that God or, Natute can make.a man teti- 
perat in a countrey diltemperat: wherethrough he affir- 
meth,that Godto create aman of great wifdome & tem. 
perature, fought outa place'whereithe heat of the aire 
fhould notexceed the cold, northe moiftshe -dtie. And 
the diuine Scripture, whence he botrowed this, fentence, 
fayth not, that God created 4damin the earthly pata- 
dife, w hich was-that moft tempetat! place -whereofhe 
{peaketh; butthat after he had fthaped him, thete hepla- 
ced. him, Then our Lord God (faizl he) terested man, and 
fer him in the varadife of pleafure, tothe end he mighit 
there worke and take it in charge. For the power of God 
being infinit, and his knowledge beyond meafute, when 
he had.a will to give him allt the naturall petfeGion that 
might be in mankind; wemuftthinke, that neither the 
peece of catth of which he was framed, nor the diftem- 
peratute of the foile of Damafcus where he was created, 
could fo gainefay him, butthat he made him temperat. 
The..opinion of Plato, of -#z/ffotle, and of Galen, take 
place in the works of nature : and euen fhe alfo can fome- 
times (euen in diftemperat regions) engender a petfon 
that fhall be temperat. But that dam had his haire and 
his beard abourne, which is the firft token of a temperat 
man, manifeltly appeareth. For in refpect of this fo no- 
totious fizne,he had that name Adam,which isto fay (as 
S ij S, Hicrom 
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S.Herom interpreteth it)a red man.T hat he was faire and 
well fafhioned, which is the fecond token, cannot in him 
be denied : for when God created him, the text faith; 
God faw all things which he had made, and they were 
vety good. Then it falleth ‘out certaine, that he iffued 
not from the haads of God foule and ill fhaped: for the 
workes.of God ate perfe&. And fo much the more, for 
that the trees ‘(as the text faith) were faire to behold. 
Then what may we thinke of 4dam,whom God created 
to this principall end, that he might be Lord and prefi- 
dent of the world? That he was vertuous, wife, and well 
conditioned (which are the third and fixth fignes) is 
gathered out of thefe words, Let vs make a man after 
our owne image and likeneffe: for by the auntient Phi- 
lofophers , the foundation on which the refemblance 
that man hath with God is grounded, are vertue and wif 
dome. Therefore P/toauoucheth, that one of the tea 
teft contentments which God receiued in heauen, is to 
fee a vertuous and wife man praifed and magnified vp- 
on earth : for fuch a one is his linely pourtraiture. And 
contrariwife, he groweth difpleafed, when igfiorant and 
vicious perfons are held in eftimation and honor: which 
{pringeth from the vnlikeneffe betweene God and them: 
That he liued healthful and along {pace (which are the 
fourth and fifth tokens) is nothing difficult to prooue, 
inas much as his daies were 930 yeares. W herethrough 
Tmay now conclirde,that the man who is abourn haired, 
faire, of meane ftature, vertuous, healthfull, and long ly- 
ued, muft neceflarily be very wife, and endowed with a 
Wit tequifit for the {cepter royall. : 
We haue alfo (as by the way) difclofed, in what fore 
great vnderftanding may bee'vnited with much imagi- 


azation,and much memorie, albeit this may alfo come to 
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The Trial of Wits. WPL 46% 
pale, and yet the man not be temperat. But nature fha- 
peth fo few after this modell, that I could neuer find 
but two amongft all the wits that I haue tried ; but how 
it can come to paffe, that great vnderftanding may vnite 
with much imagination and much memorie, in a man 
not temperat, is athing which eafily may be conceiued, 
if you prefuppofethe opinion of {ome Phifitions, who 
affirme, that theimagination refideth in the forepart of 
the braine, the memorie inthe hinder part, and the vn- 
derftanding inthat of the middle. And thelikemay be 
{aid in our imagination, but itis a worke of great labour, 
that the braine, being (when natute createth the fame) of 
the bignefle of a graine of pepper, it fhould make one 
yentricle of feed yery‘hot, another very moift, and the 
middlemoft of very drie : but in fine thisis no impolsi- 
bie cafe. 
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CHAP. XV. 


In what manner Parents may beget wife children, and of 4 
wit fit for learning. 


aC T falleth out a matter worthie of 
> Fy matuaile, that nature being fuch as 
we all know her, wie, wittic, and of 





~ mankind a worke of fo {peciall re- 

) & -\ gard, yet for one whom fhe niaketh 
OS sanfe=” C&A skilfull and wile, fhe produceth infi- 
nit depriued of wit. Of which effe& my felfe fearching 
the reafon and naturall caufes, haue found (in my judge- 
ment)that parents apply not themfelues to the act of ge- 
neration with that order. and concert which is by. nature 
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eftablithed : neither know the conditions which ought 
to be obferued, to the end their childteamay prooue of 
wifedome and iudgement. For by the fame reafon, for 
which ‘im! any. cemperat or diftemperat’resion a man 
fhould bé borne very wittie ( hauingalwaies regard to’ 
the felfe order of caufes) there will'rooo0o prooue of 
{lender capacitie : ow if by art we may procutea reme- 
die for this , we fhall-hauc brought'to the common: 
wealth the greateftbenefitthat the can receiue. But the 
knot of this: mattet confilteth, in that we cannot entreat 
hereof with tearmes fo feemely and modeft,as to the na- 
turall fhamefaitnefle of man is requifit: and if for this 
reafon I fhould forbeate to note any part or contempla- 
tion that is *néceffarie , for certaine’the whole matter 
would be marred, in fort that diuers grate Philofophers 
hold opinion, how wife men ordinarily beget foolith 
children, becaufe inthe act of copulation, for honefties 
fake, they abftaine from.certaine diligences which are of 
importance, that the fonne may partake of his fathers 
wifedome. Some antient Philofophers haue laboured 
to fearch out the naturall reafon of this naturall fhame, 
which the eyes conceiue when the inftruments of gene- 
ration ate fet before them; and why the’eates take of 
fence to heare them named: and:they maruell to fee, 
that nature hath framed thole parts with {ach diligence 
and ‘carefulneffe, and for an end of {uch importance, as 
the immortalizing of mankind; and yet the wifer aman 
is , the more he groweth in diflike to behold or heare 
them {poken of. Shame and honeftie(fayth _w7iffotle) is 
the proper pafsion of thevnderftanding, and who fo re- 
{teth not offended at thofe tearmes and aétions of gene- 
ration, giueth a fure token of his wanting that power,as 
if we fhould fay; that he is blockith, who sitet his 
f and 
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hand into the fire, doth not feels the fame to mene By 
this token Cato He elder difcouered, that Afauslius-(a no- 
ble man) was depriued of vnderftanding , becaufe it was 
told him, thatthe other kifled his wife i in ‘ptelenice of his 
| daughters for which caufe he difplaced him out of the 
Senat, and Adaniliws could neuer obtaine at his hands to 
be reftored. 

Out of this contemplation, Ariftorle frameth a pros 
bleme, demaunding whence itgrew, that men who de- 
fire to fatishe their venerous lults, doe yet greatly fhame 
to confeffe it, andyet coucting to liue, to eat, orto per- 

forme any other {uch action,they flagger not to acknow- 
ledge it ? to which probleme he fhapeth a very yvntow- 
ard anfwer,faying ; Perhaps it commeth, becaufe the co» 
uetings of diuers things are neceflarie, andfome of them 
kill, if they be not accomplithed, but the luit of venerous 
ats floweth from excefle, and is token of abundance. 
But in effet this probleme is falfe, and the anfwer none 
other ; for aman not onely fhameth to maniteft the de- 
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fire he cattieth to companie witha woman, but alfo tae. 


eat,to drinke,and to fleepe ; and if a will take him to fend 
foorth any excrement, he dares not fay it or doe.jt, bur 
with cumber and fhamefaftnefle,and fo gets him to free 
fecret place out of fight. Yea, we find men fo fhamefalt, 
as though they hauea great will to make water, yet can- 
not doeitif any looke vponthem, whereas if we leaue 
them alone, ftraightwaies the vrine taketh his iflue. And 
thefe are the appetites:to fend foorth the fuperfluous 
things of the bodie,which if they were not efle%ed,men 
-fhould die, and that much fooner, than with forbeating 
meat ot drink. And ifthere be any (faith Hippocrates who 
{peaketh or adtuateth this in the prefence of another, he 

is not maitter of his found 1udgement.. Galen aimeth, 
that 
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that the feed holdeth thefemblable proportion withthe 
feed veflels , asthe vrine doth with the bladder : for as 
much vrine annoyeth the bladder, fo much feed endam- 
mageth the feed vellels.. And the opinion which ri: 
feotle held, indenying that man and woman incut no in- 
firmitie or death by retaining of {eed, is contrarie tothe 
iudgement of all Phifitions,and efpecially of Galex, who 
faith and auoucheth, that many women remaining wid- 
dowcs in their youth, haue therethrough loft their fence, 
motion, breathing, and finally their life. And the felfe 4- 
viftotle veckoneth vp many difeafes whereunto continent 
perfons are fubie& in that behalfe. The true anfwere of © 
this probleme cannot be yeelded in naturall Philofo- 
phie, becaufe it is not marfhalled vnder her iuri{diGtion 3 
for it behooueth to pafle to an higher, namely Metaphi- 
ficke, wherein C4re/fotle faith, That the reafonable foule 
is the loweft of all the intelligences, and forthatit parta- 
keth of the fame gencrall nature with the Angels, 1 fha- 
meth to behold it felfe placed in a bodie which hath fel- 
lowfhip with brute beafts : wherethrough the divine 
Sctipture noteth it as'a myfterie, that the firft man being 
naked, was not afhamed, but fo foone as he {aw himfelfe 
to be fo, forthwith he gota couering . At which time he 
knew, that through his owne fault he had loft immor-_ 
talitie, and that his bodie was become {ubieét to altera- 
tion and corruption , and thofe inttruments and parts 
giuen him for that of necefsitie he mutt die and leaue a- 
nother in hisxoome, andthat to preferue himfelfe in life 
that {mall {pace which refted, it behooued him-to eat 
and drinke, and to expell thofe noifome and cortupt ex- 
ctements. And principally he thamed, f{eeing that the 
Angels, with whom he had competence, were immot- 
tall, and ftood not in need of eating, drinking, or flee- 
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ping, for preferuation of their life : neither had the ins | ) las 
ftruments of generation, but were created all at once, ae 
without matter, and without feare of corrupting. Of all 
thefe points were the eyes and the eares naturally done 
to wate. VV herethrough the reafonable foule groweth 
difpleafed and afhamed, that thefe things giuen man to 
make him mortail and corruptible, are thus brought to 
his memorie. And that this is a well fitting anfwere, we 
evidently perceiue : for God to content the foule after Rede 
the vniuerfall iudgement, and to beftow vpon him en- the immortalitie 
: ‘ . ‘ : the foule. 
tire glorie,will caufe that her bodie fhall partake the pro- 
perties of an Angell, beftowing thereupon fubtlenefle, 
lightnefls, immortalitie, and brightnefle : for which rea- 
fon, he fhalt not ftand in need to eat or drink as the brute 
beafts. And when men fhall thus-wife dwell in heauen, - 
they will not fhame to behold themfelues clothed with 
flefh, eurenas Chrift our redeemer, and his mother, no- 
thing fhamed thereat ; But it.will breed an accidentall 
eloric, to fee that the vie of thofe parts which were wont 
to offend the hearing and the eyes, is now furceafed.. I 
therefore making due reckoning of this naturall mode- 
{tie of the eare, haue endeuoured to falue the hard and 
rough tearmes of this matter, and to fetch certain, not ill 
pleafing biafles of fpeech; and where I cannot throughly 
performe it, the honeft reader fhall affoord me pardon. 
For to reduce toa perfe&t manner the art which muft be 
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obferued, to the end mein may prooue of rare capacities, Me 
is one of the things moft requifit for the common- NE 
wealth. Befides that, by the famereafon they thall proue Sie 
vertuous, prompt,found,and long lyued. | <e 

I haue thought good to feuer the matter of this chap- \ ae 
ter into foure principall parts, that thereby I may make > 
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plaine what fhall be deliuered ;,and that the reader may 
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not reft in confufion. The firft is, to fhew the natural] 
qualities and temperature which man & woman ought 
to poffeffe, to the end they may vfe generation: The fe. 
cond, what-diligence the parents ought to employ, that 
their children may be male and not female. The third, 
how they may become wife and not fooles. The fourth, 
how they areto bedeale withall after their bitth, for pre. 


_ feruation of their wit. 


To comethen to the firlt point we haue ‘alreadie al- 
leaged, that P/ato laieth downe, how in a Well ordered 
commonwealth there ought to be afsigned certaine fur- 
ueyors of marriages, who by att mightskill,to looke in- 
to. the qualities of the petfons that are:to be married, 
and to giue cach one the’ wife which anfwereth him in 
proportion, and to every wife her conuehnient husband. 
In which matter,Hippocrates & Galen beganto take fone 
pains,and prefcribed cerraine precepts andtules,to know 
what womaiis fruitfull; and who can beareno children ; 
and what mani is vnable for generation, and who able © 
and likely to beget iffue . But touchingall this, they vt- 
tered verie little , and that not with {uch diftin&tion as 
was behooffull, at leaft for the purpofe which I haue in 
hand. Thereforeit falleth out neceflaric, to begin the 
art euen from his principles, and briefly to giue the fame 
his due order and concert, that we fo may make plaine 
and apparant, ftom what vnion of parents wife children 
iflue ; and from what, fooles and do-noughts: Towhich 
end it behooueth fitft to know a particular point of Phi- 
lofophie; which although in regard of the'ptadtiles of 
the art itbe very manifeft and true, yet the vulgar make 
little reake thereof. And from the notice of this depen- 
dethall that, which as touching this firit point, is tobe 
delivered ; and that is; chat man (though it feeme other: 

3 wile 


































wile in the epics a which wee as is diferent from 
2 woman innoughtels (faith Galez) than only in hauing 
his genital members without his bodie. For if we make 
anotomie ofa woman, we fhall find that fhe hath with- 
in her. two ftones, two. veflels for feed, and her bellie 
of the fame frame as atmans member, without that a- 
ny one partis chercin wanting ..And this is fo very true, 
that if when Nature hath finithed to forme a man in all 
petfe@ion, fhe would conuert him into a woman, there 
needeth nought.els. to be done, faue onely to. turne his 
inftruments of generations inward.. And if fhe haue fha- 
ped a woman, and would makea man of her, by. taking 
forth her belly and her cods,. it would quickly be perfor- 
med. This.hath chanced mafly times in nature, as well 
whiles the. creature hath been in the mothers wombe, as 
after the fame was borne; whereof the hiftories are full ; 

but fome haue held them only for fables, becaufe this is 
mentioned in the Poets, yet the thing carieth mecre 
truth: for divers times nature hath made a female child, 

and fhe:hath {o remained in her mothers bellie for the 
{pace of one or two months : and afterwatds, plentie of 
heat growing in the genitall menibets, vpon fome occa- 
fion they haue iflued forth, and fhe become a male...To 
whom this transformation hath befallen in the mothers 
wombe,is afterwards plainly difcouered, by certaine mo- 
tions which they retaine, vnfitting forthe mafculine fex, 

being altogether womanith,& their yoice fhrill 8¢ {weet. 
And fuch perfons are enclined to. perform womens adti- 
ons,.and fall ordinarily into vncouth offences. Contra-. 
riwife, Nature hath fundrie times made a.male with his 
genetorics outward,.and cold growing on,.they haue 
tutned inward, and it became female.. This: is knowne 
after fhe is borne; for fhe retaineth amannith fathion, as. 
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J” The Trial of Wits? 
well in id Bonk: as inall her motions and workings. 
This may feeme difficult to be prooued, butconfi idering 
that which many authenticall Hiftorians affirme, it is a 
matter not hard tobe credited. And that women haue 
beenie turned into men, after they were borne, the verie 
vulgar doe not much maruell to heare fpoke’ of : forbe- 
fides that which fundrie our elders haue laid‘downe for 
cruth , ‘ir befell in Spaine but few yeares fince 5 and that 
whereof we find expetience, is for to bé called in quefti- 
onoratgument. YW hat thenthe caufe may be, that the 
genital members are engendred within or without, and 
the creature becommeth male or female, will fall outa 
plaine cafe, if we once kgow that heat extendethand en- 

largethall things; and Cold reraineth and clofeth them 
vp. W herethrough it is a conclufion ofall: ‘Philofophers 
and Phifitions, that if the feed be cold and moift, ‘a wo: 
manis begotten, and nota man’s and if the famie ‘be hot 
and drie, a man is begotten and not awoman. VV hence 
we apparantly gather, that there istio man, who in re- 
{peét of a woman,may be termed cold; nor woman hot, 
in relfpe& of aman. > 

Ariftotle faith, it is neceffarie for a woman to be cold 
and moift, that fhe may be likewife fruitfull : for if the 
were not “ie it would fall out impofsible, that her month- 
ly courfe fhould flow, or fhe haue milke to preferue the 
child nine moneths in her bellie; and two yeares after it 
is borne , but thatthe {ame nS foone waft and con 
fume. 

All Philofophers and Phifitions ahioueh. thas the bel- 
lic holdeth the {ame proportionwith mans feed, that the 
eatth doth with corne, and with any other graine. And 
we fee, that if the earth want coldneffe and moifture, the 
husbandmen dareth not fow therein, neither will the 
feed 
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feed profpet. But of foiles,thofe are moft facial and fet- 
tile in rendering fruit, which partake moft of cold and 
moift . Aswe fee by,experience in the regions towards 
the North: as, England, Flanders, aud Nicene: whofe 
abundance of all fairs worketh aftonithment in {uch as 
know not the reafon thereof ..And in fuch countries as 
thefe, no. matried woman. was euet-childlefle; neither 
canthey-there tell what bartenneffe micaneth; but are all 
fruitfull j andibreed children, through their. abundance 
of coldneffe and moifture.! But though it is true, that the 
woman fhould: be.cold and nioift for conception, Yet 
fhe may abound fo much therein, that it may choke the 
feed; euen' as,we fee excefle of ,xaine {poileth the corne, 
which cannot ripen. in otetmuch coldneffe.. VWVhereon 


we muft conceiue, that thefe:two qualities. ought to 


keepea certaine nicafurablenefle, which when they ex- 
ceed, or reach not vito; the fruittulnefle is fpoiled. Hip- 
pecrates holdeth that woman for fruitful, whofe wombe 
is. tempered.in {uch fort. as the. heat exceedeth. not the 
cold, northe moift the dtic. Wherethtough he faith, 
that ‘thole women who haue theit bellie cold; cannot 
conceive; no.more than fuch as.arevery moift, ot very 
coldanddrie. But fo; forthe fame reafon hata woman 
and her genitall parts fhonld: be temperat ; it were impol- 
fible that fhe could.conceiug, or be awoman. For if the 
feed, of which the was-firlt. formed, had been. temperat, 

the genital members would haue iGucd: forth, and fhe 
haue beena man.. So fhould.a beard otow on her chin, 
and her floures.furceafe ,-artd the: become as perfect a 
man, asnature could produces, Likewife the wombe.in. a 
woman cannot be predominately hot’: For if the feed 
whereof fhe was engendred had, been of that tempera- 
ture, fhe thould bane beene botne'a man, and not a:wo- 
man. 
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man. This is ae all exception, that the qualities which 
yeeld a woman fruitfull , ate cold and ‘moifture : for 
the nature of man ftandeth in need of much now: 
rifament , that he may’ be able to vf procreation, and 
continue his kind, W herethrough we {ee,that amongft 
all the females of brute beafts; none haue hibit monthly 
courfes as a- woman \ Thetefore it was requifit to make 
her altogither coldand moift, ‘and that infuch a degree, 
as that fhe'might breed much flegmaticke bloiid, and not 
be able to waft'‘or ‘conftume the fame. ‘I faid flegmaticke 
bloud , becaufe this is feruiceable to the: breeding of 
milke’; by which Hippocrates and Galen auouch,thecrea- 
ture is relicued all the time it remaineth ‘in ‘the mothers 
belie. Nowif the fare fhould be temperarjit would pro- 
duce. much ‘bloud ; vafit for the engendering of milke, 
and would wholly refolue, as it doth in a temperat man, 
and fo nothing be left for nourifhing the babe. There- 
fore I holdit for certainé, and verily it is impofsible that a 
woman can be temperar or hot; but they ateall-cold and 
moift. And if this be not fo, let the Philofopher or Phi- 
fition tell me, for what caufe all women are beardleffe, 
and haue their fickneffe'whiles they ate’ héalthfull, and 
for what caufe'the {eéd'of which fhe was formed, being 
temperat or hor;fhe was borne’ 4Wwoman, atid nota man? 
Howbeit, though it-be true that they are all cold and 
moift : yet it followeth not, that they ate all in one de- 
gtee of coldneffe and moifture. For fome are'in the firlt, 
{ome inthefecond, and fome‘in the thitd $'andin each of 
thefe they may conceitie, if aman anfwete'them in pro- 
portion of heat, as fhall-hereafter be expreffed. By what 
tokens we may Know thefe three degrees of coldneffe 
and moifture ina woman, and likewife weet who is ih 
the firft, who is in the (peotid, and who in the third‘ 
there 
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thete is to Philofopher or Phifition,that as yet hath yn- 
folded . But confidering the effe&ts which thefe quali- 
ties doe worke in women, we may patt them, by reafon 
oftheir being extended, ‘and fo wee fhall eafily get no- 
tice hereof. The firft, by the wit and habilitie of the wo- 
man. ‘The fecond, by lier mannets and conditions. The 
third, by her voice big orfmall. The fourth, by her flefh, 
much or little. The-fifth, by her colour. The fixt,by her 
haire: The {euenth, by her fairenefle or fouleneile. As 
touching the firft, we may know, thatthough it be true 
(as tofore we haue prooued) that the wit and abilitie 
of a woman followeth the temperature of the brain, and 
-of none other member : yet her wombe and codsare of 
fo great force and vigour, to alter the whole bodie,thatif 
thele be hor and dri¢, or cold and moift, or of whatfo- 
euer other temperature, the other parts ( faith Galen) 
will be of the fame tenour: but the member which moft 
pattaketh the alrerations of the bellie, all Phifitions fay, 
isthe braine,though they haue not fet downe the reafon 
wheréon they ground this correfpondencie. ‘True it is, 
Galen prooueth by experience, that by {peying a Sow, 
fhe becommeth faire and fat, and her flefh very fauoutie : 

and ifthe haueher cods, fhee tafteth little better than 

dogs flefh. VW hereby we conceiue,that the belly and the 
cods cattie great efficacie, to communicat their tempe- 

rature to all the other parts ofthe bodie ; efpecially to the 

brain, for that the fameis cold and moift like themfelues. 

Betweene which (through the refemblance) the paflage 

is cafic. 

Nowif we conclude, that cold and moift are the qua- 
lities which worke an impairement in the reafonable 
part; and that his contraries, namely, hot and dric, giue 
the fame perfection and encreafement, we fhall find, chat 
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‘man, but to keepe filence : But this is true, when a wo- 


27 ACmapOes The Trial of Wits 
the woman who fheweth much wit and  fufficiencie, 
pattaketh of cold and moift in the firft degree; and if fhe 


be very fimple, it-yeeldeth afigne that the isin the third, 
the partaking betweene which two extreames, argueth 
the fecond:degree : for to thinke that awonian’can be 
hot and drie; or endowed with a’ wit and abilitie confors 
mable to thefe two qualities, is avery great errour 3 be- 
caufe if the feed.of which the was formed, had been hot 
and drieia their domination, he fhould haue been borne 
aman, and nota woman. But in that ic was cold and 
moift, fhe was borne awomanjand nota man.The truth 
of this doGtine may cleerely be difcerned, if you conft- 
der the wit of the firft woman who liued in the world : 
for God hauing fafhioned her with his owne hands, and 
that very accomplifhed,and perfeetin her ex, it is a con- 
clufion infallibly true, that fhe was poffefled of much 
leffe knowledge than 4dam : which the diuell well wee- 
ting, got him to tempt her, and durft not fall into difpu- 
tation with the man, fearing bis great wit and wifdome. 
Now to fay, that Eve for her offence,was reft that know- 
ledge which fhe wanted,cannot be auouched,for as yet 
fhe had not offended, 3 
So then this defe& of wit in the firft woman orew, for 
that fhe was by God created cold.andmoift: which tem- 
perature, is neceffarie to make a woman fruitfull and apt 
for childbirth, but enemy to knowledge: and ifhe had 
made her temperat like 4am, the fhould haue beene 
very wife, nothing fruitful, nor fubie@ to her month- 
ly courfes, faue by fome fupernaturall meanes:Onthis 
nature $- Paw! grounded himéelfe, when he faid, Leta 
woman learne in filence, with all fubie@ion : neither 
would he allow) the woman to teach, or gouerne the 


man 
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man hath not a {pirit or greater grace than her owne na- 
turall difpofition : butif the obtaine any gift from aboue, 
fhe may well teach and fpeake, for we know that the peo- 
ple of Iftael being oppteffed and befieged by the Alsiri- 
ans ; Judith (avery, wile woman) fent forthe prietts. of 
the Cabeitsand Carmits, and reprooued tiem, faying : 
How can it be endured, that O/7zs fhould fay, if within 
fiue daics there come no fuccour, he will yeeld the peo- 
ple of Ifrael to the Affyrians 2 See you not, that-thefe 
words rather prouoke God to wrath than to metcie? 
how may it be, that men fhould point out a limited 
time for the mercie of God, and intheir mind afsigne a 
day; at which he muft fuccour and deliuer them? And in 
the conclufion of this reproofe , fhe told them in what 
fort they might pleafe God, and obtaine theit demaund. 
And no lefle E/bora (a woman of no leffe wifedome) 
taught the people of Ifraell, how they fhould render 
thankes vato’ God forthe great vitories which fhe had 
attained againfttheir enemies. But whilefta woman abi- 
deth in her naturall difpofition, all forts of learning and 
wifdome cartieth a kind of repugaancie to her wit. And 
for this.caufe; the Catholicke Chutch vpon great rea- 
ir yath forbidden;that no woman doe preach, confefle, 
or inftrué:: for their {ex admitceth neither wildome not 
difcipline. - | iS 
Iris difcouered alfo by the manners of a woman, and 
by het condition; ia what degree of coldand moift her 
temperaruteconfifteth: forif with a fharpe wit fhe be fro- 
ward, cur{t; and wayward,the isin the firtt degree of cold 
and moift, it being true (as we haue prooued tofore) that 
an ill’‘conditiomeuermore accompanieth a good imagi- 
pation. She who partaketh this degree of cold and moift, 
faffereth nothing tovefcape her hands, notcth all things, 


te findeth 
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findeth fault with all things, and fo is ynfupportable. 
Such are accuftomably of amiable conuerfation, and 
feare not.to looke men in-the face , nor hold him ill 
mannered who: maketh loue vnto them. ‘But on the 
other fide, to be a woman of good conditions, andto be 
agereeued at nothing, to laugh vpon euery {mall occafi- 
on, to let things paffe as they come, and to fleepe found- 
ly, defcricth the third degree of cold and moift’: fot 
much pleafantnefle of conceit is ordinarily accompa 
nied with little wit. She who partaketh of thefe two-ex- 
treames, ftandeth in the fecond degree. A voice hoarf, 
big, and fharpe (faith Galen) isatoken of much heat and 
drouth, andwe hauealfo proouedit heretofore by the 
opinion of _17i/fotle, wherethrough we may gaine this 
notice;that if a woman hauea voice like aman,fhe is cold 
and nioift inthe firft degree, and if vety delicate, inthe 
third : and partaking betwixt both the extreames , fhe 
fhall haue the naturall voice of awoman, and be in the 
fecond degree. ae boninyt 
How much the voice dependeth on the temperature 
of the cods, fhall thortly hereafter bee prooued, where 
Weentreat of the tokens appertaining to a man. Much 
fieth alfo in women; isa figne of much cold and moitt: 
for to bed fat and big -(fayth the Phifitions) gtoweth ia 
liuing creatures from this occafion. And contrariwile, 
to be leane and drie,is.a token of litle coldnefle and moi- 
{ture. To be meanely flcthed, that is, neither onermuch, 
not very little, gineth enidenee; thata woman. holdeth 
her felfeinthe fecond degree of-coldand moift «; Their 
pleafantneffe and»courtefies fheweth the degrees of 


‘thele two qualities ::much moifture: maketh their fleth 


fupple and little; rough’ and hard... The meane is 
the commendableft patt:;:the colour alforof: the face, 
oabre and. 
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and of the other parts of the bodie, difcouereth the ex- 
tended or remiffe degrees of thefe two qualities. When 
the woman is very white, it boadeth (faith Galem) much 
cold and moift : and contratiwife, fhe that is {wart and 
browne, is in the firft degree thereof; of which two ex- 
tteames is framed the fecond degree of white and well 
coloured. : 

To haue much haire, and a little fhew of a beatd, 1s 
an euident figne to know the firft degree of cold and 
moift: for all Phifitions affirme, thatthe haire and beard 
are engendted of heat and drineffe : and if they be blacke, 
it greatly purporteth the fame. A contratie temperature 
is betokened, when a woman is without haire. Now fhe 
whofe complexion confifteth in the fecond:degree of 
cold and moift, hath fome haire, but the fame veddifh 
and golden. Fouleneffe moreouet and faireneffe helpe vs 
to iudge the degrees of coldand moift in women. Its 
a miracle to fee a woman of the firft degree very faire: for 
the (eed whereof fhe was formed, being drie, hindereth 
that fhe cannot be fairely countenanced. It behooucth 
that clay be feafoned with conuenient moifture, to the 
end vellels may be well famed, ‘and ferue to vie: ‘but 
when that famé is hatdand drie, the veflell is foule and 
vnhandfome. Att 

Arifforle farther au oucheth, that ouermuch coldiand 
moilt maketh women by. nature foule: for ifthe feed 
be cold and very moilt, it can take no good figure, be- 
caufe the fame ftandeth nottogither, as we fee, that of 
ouer foft clay ill fhaped veffels are fafhioned. In the te. 
cond degree of cold and moilt, women ptoGue verie 
faire’; for they were formed of a fubftance ‘well feafoned, 
and pleafant to nature: which token of it felfe alone af- 
foordeth an cuident argument, thatthe woman is fruit- 
T aj full : 
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full : for it is cettaine that nature could do it, and wee may 


_ iudge,that fhe gaue het a temperature and compofition, 


‘fit for bearing of children. ‘VW herthrough the anfwersin - 
‘proportion(welneere)so all men; and all men doe defite 
to have here" 10 2° : ON 

‘In man there is no power which hath tokens or figs 

to defcrie the goodneffe,or malice of his obic@. The fto- 


-macke knoweth the meat by way of taft,of fmelling,and 


‘of fight; wherethrough the diuine feripture faith, That 
Eue fixed her cies on the tree forbidden,and her (eemed 
that it was {weet in taft. The facultie of generation, hol- 
-deth fora token of frnitfulneffe,a womans beautieand 
if the be foule,it abhorreth her,conceiuing by this figne, 
that nature erred,and gaue her nov a fit temperature for 
‘bearing of children. rOhE o dilerg 


By what fignes we may know,in what degree of hot and dry 
entry manrefteth. | “ 


§; 3. 







Ws Man hath not his temperature (o limited as a 

V4 “woman, for she may be hot sdrie ( which tem- 
y RS perature Ariftotle 8 Galen held,was that which 

~ beft-agreed with his fex) as alfo hot and moift 
and temperat 2 but cold &moift,and cold and drie,they 
would not admit! whilftaman was found and without 
impaitment: for as you fhall: find: no woman hot and 
drie,norhot and moiftjortempetat?fo fhall you find'no 
13740 cold and:moift,;nor coldand drié,in comparifon of 
womei?,vnlefie in cafe as I fhallnow exprefle’A'man hot 
and drie,ang! hote and moift,and temperat,holdetly the 
fame ‘degrees in histemperature,'as‘doth a womair in 
cold-and moift ; and{fo it behooucth to haue certain to 
Pa. : ry ae Tie», Mam a = kens 
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The Triall of Wits. 279 
kens,whereby to difcerne what man isin what degtee, 
that we may afsigne him a wife an{wetable ynto himin 
proportion. Wemuft therefore weet,that ftom thefame 
principles, of which we gathered ynderftanding what 
woman is hot and drie, andin what degree , from the 
felfe we mutt alfo make vfe to vnderftand:what manis 
hote and drie,and in what-degree : and becaufe we fayd,: 
that from the wit and manners of a man wee coniecture 
the temperature of his cods, it is requifit thatwe take 
notice of a notable point mentioned by: Ga/en,namely, 
that to-make vs vnderftand ‘the great vertue which a 
mans cods poffefle to giue firmnefle and temperature to: 
allthe parts of the body , he affirmeth that they are of: 
more importance than the: heart :and. he renderetha: 
reafon, faying, that this nemberis the. beginning of life,: 
& nought elfe; but the cods are the beginning oflining: 
foundly and.without infirmities. How muchitendam-) 
mageth'aman to be deptiued.of thofe parts(though for 
_ {mnal)there need not many:reafons to prooues{ceing we. 
fee by experience,that forthwith the haireandthebeards 
pill away,and the big and thrillevoice becommeth {mall, 
and herewithall-a man leefeth: his forces, and naturall- 
heat} and refteth in far woorfeand more miferable.con-> 




































dition than if he had bené.a, woman. But the matter:moft> 


worth the noting is,that’ ifaman: before his gelding had 


much wit and habilitie,fo foone as his {tones be cut a: 


way,he groweth to lecfethe fame,fo fat foorth as ifhe: 
hadrecemed (ome notable dammage inhis very braine, 
And this is. a'manifelt token, that thecods giue & reaue 
the temperature from allthe other parts of the body, 
and he that will noryeeld credit hereunto, let him conf. 
det(as my, {elfe haue' done oftentimes)that of 1000 fuch: 
capons who addi& themfelues to. their booke, none at-. 
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The Triall of Wits. 
taineth to any perfection, and even in niuficke (which is 
their: ordinarie. profefsion) we manifeftly fee how bloc- 
kifh they are;which {pringeth,becaufe muficke is a worke 
of the imagination, and this power requireth much heat, 
whereas they are coldand moift. So it falleth out’a mat= 
ter certaine, ‘that from the wit and habilitiewe may ga- 
ther the temperature ’of the cods: for which’ caufe, the 
man who fheweth himfelfe prompt in the workes ofthe 
imagination, fhould be hot anddtie inthe third degree, 
And if a man be of no great reach, it tokeneth, that with 
his heat much moiftureis vnited, which alwaies endam- 
mageth the reafonable part, and this is the more confir: 
med, if he be good of memoric. The ordinarie conditi- 
ons of men hot and driein the third degree, are courage, 
pride, liberalitie, audacitie, “and: cheerefulneffe; with a 
good grace and pleafantnefle; and in matter of women: 
fuch a one hath no bridlenor’ ho. The hot and moitt 
ate merty,giuen to laughter,louers of paltime, faire con- 
ditioned, very. courteous, fhamefaft, and not much addi- 
&ed to women. i! 

_ Thevoice and {peech, much ‘difcouereth the temipe- 
rature of the cods. That which is big and fomewhat 
fharpe,giueth token,that aman is hotand:dry in the third 
degree: and if thefame be pleafatt, amiable, and:very de- 
licat, it purporteth little: heatandimuch moitture, as’ ap: 
peareth in the guelded. Aman who hath moift vniced 
with heat,will hauethe fame high; butpleafanrand fhrill.’ 
Who fois hot and dtie in the third degree, is flender, 
hardand rough flefhed, the fame compofed of finewes 
and arteries, and his veines big : contratiwife, to have 
much flefh, {mooth and tender, is fhew of much moi- 
{ture ; by means whereof,ivextendeth and enlargeth out - 
the naturall heat . The colour of the skin) if the fame be 
| browne, 
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browne, burned, blackifh greene, and like afhes, yeeldeth: 


figne, that aman is in the third degree of hot and drie +: 
but if the fleth appeareth white,and well‘colouted, it ar- 
gueth litle heat and much moifture. The haire and beard 
atea matke alfo nottabe ouerflipped, for thefe two ap- 
proch very neere to the temperature of the cods. And if 
the haire-be very blacke and big, and {pecially from the 
ribs downe tothe nauell, it deliuereth an infallible token 
thatthe cods partake much of hotand drie: and if there 
erow fome haire alfo vpon the fhoulders, the fame.is fo: 
much the more confirmed . But when the haire and 
beard.are of cheffe-nut colour, foft, delicat, and thin : it 
inferreth not {o great plentie of heat and drineffe in the 
_cods. 

Men very hot and drie, are neuer faire, faue by mira- 
-cle,but rather hard fauoured, and ill fhaped : for the heat 


and ‘drinefle (as 4ri/fotle affirmeth of the Ethiopians) 


wryeth the proportion of the face, and fothey become 
disfigured. Contrariwife, to bee feemely and gratious, 
proouetha meafurable hot and moitft : for which caufe,. 
the mattet: yeelded it felfe obedient whereto nature 
would employ it. Whence it is manifelt, thatmuch 
beautiein amanis no token of much heat. Touching 
the fignes of a temperat man, we haue fufficiently dif- 
courfed in the chapter foregoing, and therefore it fhall 
not be needfull to replie the {ame againe. Icfufficeth one- 
ly.to note, that as the Phifitions place in euery degree of 
heat three degrees of extention, fo alfoin atemperat 
man we are to fet downe the largenefle and amplenefie 
of three other. And he who ftandeth in the third, next: 
to coldand moitt, fhall be reputed: cold and:moilt: for: 
when a degree pafleth the meane , it refembleth: the: 
other, and that thisis true, we manifeftly find : for the 
fenes: 
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232 The Triall of Wits, 
fignes which Ga/ex deliuereth vs to knowamancoldand 
moift, arethe felfefanie of the temperat man, but fome- 
what more remifle : fo he is wife , of good conditions, 
and vertuous,he hath his voice cleare and fweet,is white 
skinned, of flefh good and {upple,and without haire, and 
ifit haue any,the fame is little and yellow ; {uch are ve: 
ry well fauouted and faire of countenance; but Galen af 
firmeth that their {eed is moiftand vnfit for generation:’ 


thefe are no great friends to. women, nor women ynto 
them, 


_ What women ought to marry with what man, that they 
may bane children. | 


$02: 


FSO a woman who beareth not children: 
a when fhe is married; ‘Hippocrates com- 
im |, Maundeth that two points of diligence: . 
yy | be vied,to know whether itibee het de- 
ty tfect,or that it grow becaule the feed of 
= her husbandeis vnable for generation: 
The firft is,to make her {uffumigations withincenfe , or 
Storax,with a garment clofe wrapped about hetj which 
may hang downe onthe ground,in forrthat no vapor ot 
fume may iffue out: and if within a while after thee feele’ 
the fauout of the incenfe inher mouth, it yeeldeth’a cer. 
taine token that the barrennefle commeth tot through. 
her defect, in as much asthe {ame found the paflages of: 
the belly open,wherethrough it pierceth tothe nofthrils 
and the mouth... The fecond is, to take agarlicke head 
cleane pilled,and put thefame into the bellie what time 
the woman goeth to fleepe,and ifthe next day thee feele- 
ace in 
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The Triall of Wits 283 
in her mouth the fent ofthe garlicke thee is of her felfe 
frvitfull without any default. 

But albeit thefe two proofs performe the effe@ which 
Hippocrates {peaketh of, namely, thatthe vapour pierce 
from the inner part vpto the mouth , yet the fame argu- 
eth notatrabfolute barrenneéfle in the husband , nor an 

Aintire fruitfulnefle of the wife, but an vnapte correfpon- 
‘dence of both,wherethrough fhe prooueth as barren for 
him, as hee for her: which we fee to fall out in dayly ex- 
petience,for the man taking another wife begetteth chil- 
dren, and (which encreafeth the maruell, in fuch as are 
not feene in that point of naturall Philofophic)is, that if 

thefetwo feparat each from other,vpon pretence of im- 
potcncie, andfo heetake another wife, and thee another 
husband, it hath bene found that both of them haue had 

-children.And this groweth becaufe there are fome men 
whofe generatiue facultie is vnable, and not alterable for 

“ane woman,and yet for another is apt & begetteth iffue: 

-euen as wee fee by experience in the ftomack,that to one 

inde of meat a man hath a great appetite,and'to ano- 
ther(though better)it is as dead... VV hat the correfpon- 

dence fhould be which the man and wife ought to beare 
each to other,to the end they may bring forth children, 
is exprefled by Hzppocrates in thefe words-, Ifthe hot an- 

{wer not the cold, and the driethe moift, with meafure 
and equalitie,there can be no generation: as if hee fhould 
fay, that if there vite notin the womans: wombe two 
feeds,the one hote and the other cold, and the one moift 
and the other drie, extended in equall degree , they can- 
not beget children. For a worke fo maruellousasis the 
fhaping ofa man, ftandeth in need of fuch a temperature 
where the hot may not exceedthe cold , nor the moift 
the drie. Forifa mans {eed bee hot, and the wornans feed 

: hor 
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284 TheTriall of Wits, 
hot likewife, there will no engendring fucceed. This do- 
‘Gtrine thus prefuppofed, let vs now fit by way of exam- 
ple a woman cold and moift in the firft degree, whofe 
fignes we {aid were , to be wily, ill conditioned, ‘fhrill 
voiced, {pare flefhed, and blacke and greene coloured, 
hairie and euill fauoured , the thall eafily conceiue by a 
man that is ignorant of good conditions, who hatha 
well founding and {weet voice, much white and fupple 
fleth, little haire, and well coloured, and faire of counte- 
nance.She may alfo be giuen for wife to atemperat man, 
whofe feed(following the opinion of Galez) wefaid was 
moft fruitfull and anfwerable to whatfoeuer woman : 
Prouided, that the be found and of age conuenient ; bur 
yet with all their incidents it is very difficult for her to 
conceiue child : and being conceiued (faith Hippocrates ) 
within two moneths the fame mifcarrieth: for fhe wan- 
_teth bloud wherewith to maintain her felfe andthe babe, 
during the nine months. Howbeit this will find an eafie 
remedie, ifthe woman doe bath het felfe before fhe com- ~ 
panie with her husband, and the bayne muft confift of 
water frefh and warme : the which (by Hippocrates ) righ- 
teth her temperature toa good fort : foritloofeneth and 
moifteneth her fleth, euen as the earth ought to be alike 
difpofed that the graine may therein faften ir felfe and 
gather root. ) 
Morecouer, it worketh a farther effe&: for it encreafeth 
the appetite to meat,itrettraineth refolution, and caufeth 
a greater quantitie of naturall heat, wherethrough plen- 
tic of flegmaticke bloud is increafed ; by which the little 
creature may thofe nine months haue faftenance. The 
tokens ofawomancoldand moift inthe third degree,are 
to be dull witted, well conditioned; to haue a very de- 
licat voice, much flefh, and the fame foft and white, to 
want 
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- want haire and downe, and not to be over faire. Such 
a one fhould: be wedded to a man hot and dtie inthe 
third degree: for his feed is of fuch futie and feruencie, 
as it behooueth the {ame to fall into a place very cold 
and moift,thatit may take hold and root. This man is of 
the qualitie of Crefles, which will not grow faue in the 
water, and if he partaked leffe hot and dric,his {owing in 
fo cold a bellie weré nought els thamto calt graine into 
a poole. 2% | bstib-bns. baions! 

Hippotyates siueth counfell,thata woman of this fort 
fhould firft leflen her (elfe, andilay afideher flefh and her 
fat before fhe marrie;but then fhe need not to take to hus: 
banda man (o hot and dty:for firch atémperature would 
not ferue,nor fhe conceiue.;A woman coldand moiftin 
the fecond degree, retaineth a meane inall the tokens 
which I haue {pecified, fauc onely in beautie, which the 
enioyeth inan high degree. WV hichyeeldeth an enident 
figne, that fhe will be fruitful, andybeare’ childfem,, and 
prooue gratious and cheerefull:She an{wereth in propot- 
tion welneere to all men. , 

Firft to the hot and drie in the fecond degree,andnext 
to the temperat,.and laftly tothe hotandmoift. From 
all thefe ynions and conioynings of meniand women, 
which we haue here laid downe, may iflue wife children; 
- but from the firft are the moft ordinarie.For put cafe, 
that the {eed of a man encline to,cold arid moult ; yet the 
continual drinefle of the mother, andthegiuing her fo 
little meat, correcteth atid amendeth the defectof thefa- 
ther. For that this manner of P hilofophizing neuer herew 
tofore came to light, it was:not pofsible thatall the;natus 
rall Philofophers could -fhape an anfwere to:this pro- 
bleme,which asketh, VV hence proceedeth it,that many 
fooles haue begotten wile children 2 VV hereto they an= 
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‘The Trial of Witst 
fwer, that fottifi perfons apply themfelues affe@ionately 
to the carnall aét, and are not catried away to any other 
contemplation » But contrarily, men very wife, euen in 
thé copulation go imagining vpon mattersinothing per- 
tinent to thatthey haue in hand, and therethrough wea- 
ken the feed,and make their children defetiue,as well in 
the powers-reafonallyas in the naturall. Inthe other con- 
joynings'it‘is requilit:to take heed that the woman be 
cleanfed, and dried by a ripe age, and martie not over 
young for hence it commeth,that children prooue fim- 
ple aad of little wits Thefeed of young parents is very 
mont ; for it is but awhiles fince they were borne, and if 
blnsan be formed of:amatter endowed with exeefsiue 
molfture, it followethiof fercey that he: prooue dull: of 
capacitie. Ke 3 ial 
What diligence ought to be vfed, the children male, und not 
“femaleneay bebornes |: 0 MEW SEE 380d 
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we Hole parents who fecke the comfott of ha- 
eNiuing wif children, aid (uch as are towardly 
ape tor learning, muftendeuoi that they may be 
PR ies borne male for thé female,through the cold 
and moift of theirfex, cannot be ‘endowed with any pro- 
found iudgement. Only'we fee;that they talke' with fome 
appaténee of knowledge} in ‘flight and’ eafie ‘matters, 
with teatties ordinarie, ‘and long ftudied,’ but being fet 
to learning j they reach no farther than to fome fmacke 
of the Latinie tongue, and this only through the helpe of 
memorie:. For which dulnefle, them(clues are not in 
blame, but-that cold‘and :‘moift which madethem wo- 
| men, 
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The Trial of Wits, 8 

men, and thefefelfe qualities (we haue prooued hereto. 
fore) gainefay the wit and abilitie « Salomon confidgring 
how great {carcitie: there was of wife men, and that no 
woman came to the world with a wit apt for know: 
ledge, faid in chis manner , I found one man amongft 
1000; but [ hauenot found one woman amongtt the 
whole rout : as if he fhould fay, that of a 1000 men he 
had found one wife.; but throughout the race of wo- 
men;he could neuer light vpon one that had indgement. 
Therefore we are to fhun this fex, and to procure that the 
child be borne male ; forinfuch onely refteth a wait ca- 
pable of learning. Irbehooueth therefore firft to take ins 
to confideration , what inftruments were otdained by 
nauire in mans bodieto this efte&., and what order of 
caufe is to be obferued, that. we may obtaine the end 
which we feeke for’ VWVe muft then vnderftand, thata- 
mongft many excrements and humouts which refide in 
a mans bodie:: nature (faith Galen ).vfeth only. the feruice 
of one, to worke that mankind may be preferued:. This 
is. a certainexcrement which is termed whey, or wheyifh 
bloud, whofe engendring is wrought in the liver and in 
the veines , at fuch time as the foure humours, bloud, 
fleagme,choler, and melancholie, do take the forme and 
fubftance which they ought to haue. 
OF fucha licouras this, doth nature ferue her felfe, to 
refolue the meat, andtoworke, that the fame may pafle 
through the veines and through the firait paflages,catry- 
ing nourifhment to all the parts of the body. This worke 
being finifhed,, the fame. nature prouideth the veines} 
whofe office is nought’els , but to draw.vnto themuthis 
whey, and to fend it through their paffages to the blad- 
der, and from thence out of the bodie sand this tovfree 
man from the offence which an excrement might breed 
‘ hima. 


Dy MBIA PAE re Lee 


7s ee 
OF AeA eA A 


































74. 


Sy NARI INGASZAIN 


2 | age | 8 
DM gS) wae 


























































Aes 


nape eR ar ea 


BN GN NENA 


— 


1) 





7 






oo 





ne 


~ 288 ss The Trial of Wits: | 
him. But thee, aduifing that hee had ceitaine qualities 
conuenient for generation, prouidedtwo veines, which 
fhould carry part thereof to the codsand vefléls of feed, 
cogither with fome {mall quantitie of bloud , whereby~ 
fuch feed might be formed, as was requifit for mankind. 
W herethrough the planted one veine in thereines on 
the right fide, which endeth in the right cod, and ofthe 
fame is the right {eed veflell framed; and another on the 
left fide, which likewife taketh his iflue atthe left cod,and 
of that ts fhapedtheleft feed veffell: 

The requifit qualities of this excrement, that the fame 
may bea convenient matter for engendring of feed, are» 
(faith Galew) acertaine tartnefleand biting whieh grow- 
eth;forthat thefame is falt; wherethrongh it ftirreth vp 
the feed veflels,and moueth the cteature to procure gene- 
ration, and not toabandonthis thought. And»therefore 
perfons very letcherous are by the Latinifts tearmed 
Salaces, that is to fay, meri who haue much faltnefle in 
their {ced. (ates OW OF, | 

Next to this, nature: did another thing:worthie of 
great confideration, namely, that to the right fide of the 
reines, andto the right cod fhe gaue much heat and dri- 
nefle;and to the left fide of thereines, and tothe left cod, 
much cold and moifture: wherethrough the feed which 
laboureth in the right cod, iffuecth ourhotand drie, and 
that of the left cod, coldandmoift. VV hat nature pre- . 
tended by this vatietie of cemperature,as well in the reins 
as in the cods,and feed veflels, is very manifeft,we know- 
ing by hiftories very true, thatat the beginning of the 
world, and many yeates after, awoman brought foorth 
two children ata birth,whereof the one was born male, 
the other female ; the end whereof tended, that for euery 
man, there fhould bea wife, that mankind might ‘take 
| the 
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the {peedietinereate.. Sheprouideth then y thatthe right 
fide of the! teines| fhould yeeld matter hot and drie to 
the right-cod, ‘and that, the fame with his heat and dri- 
nefiefhould make the feed het and: dty'for generation of 
themale. And-the contrary fhee,ordained.for the for- 
mingofa woman, thatthe left fide-of the reines. fhould 
fend forth feede cold and moift'ro the left cod, and that 
the fame with his:coldnefle and moifture, fhould make 
tlie feed cold andimoift, whenéeit enfued of force, that's 
female mult be engehdred.. Butafter.that the-earth was 
teplenithed. with people, itfeemeth that this.order and 
concert of fature was broken off atid'this double child- 
bearing furcealed, and. which is wort, for one manthatis 
begoren, $0. women are borne tothe worldordinari- 
lye. MV hence we comptize,chisveither natutéis growne 
wrcaty, or fone error is thwatted-inthe mids,which bea- 
reth her. from:working as fhe woulds:-W hat Ae fame is, 
ailitle hereafter-we wil exprefle, when we may lay dewne 
the-conditions,, which areto beobferded’, to:theend a 
male child (without mifsing) may be-borne: J fay then, 
thatafparents will attaine the, end of their defire. in this 
behalfe, they ateto-obferue 6 points. One of whichis, 
to eatelmeates hotaiddrie. ‘The fecond, to procure that 
they make ftooddigeftion inthe ftomacke. The thitd sto 
vie much exetcife. The fourth , notto-apply themtehics 
vato the act of genetation, vatill their feed be well ripe- 
ned,and feafoned. The fifth , to companie with the 
wile foure ot five: dayes before the naturall courfe is to 
runne,’-The fixth 0! procure , that the {eede fall in the 
tight fide ofthe wombe , whichbeing obferued (aswe 
thall prefcribe) -it will growe impofsible, that-afemale 
fhould be engendred. As touching: the firft condition, 


wethuft weer, thatalbeita good ftomacke doe parboile 
| and 
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and alter thé meate ;' and fpoile’ the {ame ‘of the former 








































qualitie, yer itdoth never ytterly deprive it felfe of them: 
for ifwe catclettice (whofe qualitie 1s cold and ‘moift) the 
blood eneridied thereof} thalbe coldeandnioitt, the 
whey‘ cold-and inoitt,-and the fed cold and moilt ‘And 
ifwe eat Honny (whofe quality is hot and dty) the blood 
which we breede, thalbe hovand drie, the whey hor atid 
dry,andthefced fact and drie: for iv is impofsible Cas Gas 


des aaoucherh) that thehumonrs {hould'not attaine the 
fabftatices and che qualities, whichtlemeate had, before 


fuch timeas it was ‘eaten. “Then it ‘being true; that the 
male fex:confitteth inthis ; that the feede'be hot arid dty 
at the time of his forming ,:forcertaine iv behootieth pa- 
rents torvle meats hot anddtie’, thavtheyertay énge ner 
a malechild).\I grantiwell, how incehis kind dfbexetung, 
there befallethia great petill : for thefeede beitig hoe and 
drie;: we haue often-hererofore-affirmedy icfollowech of 


: force, that therebe borne a mai, madielotls; wily, cattils | 


lings andaddigtedto many vices and cuils and {uch-pers 
fons'as thefe’ (vnleffe they be'fttaightly curbed) “bring 
gteatidanger to the common-wealth, Therefore it were 
better, tharthey fhould nor be begotren‘arall: but for all 
this there will nor want parents j -whowill fay Let me 
hauea boy, andtec him bea theefe and {pare not, for the 
iniquitie-of man ismore allowable, thaithe wel: doing 
of awomian. Howbeitthis may indian eafie remedie,by 
vfing temperate meatés,which hall pertake but meanely 
of hot and dry sorby way‘ of preparation ji feafoning the 


fame with fome fpice:'' Sach: (faith Galew): are Heniies; 


Partridzes,Turtles,Doues, Th.uthes; Blackbirds, and 
Goates; which «(by Hppocrates) mili : careniofted,e 
heat ahd driethefeede: 

The bread with which the fame is eatery, fiould bee 
w hite, 
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The Triall of Wits. | 291 
white , ofthe finelt meale, feafoned with Saleand An- 
nis feede : forthe browne is cold and moift (as wee will 
prooue hereafter) and ‘very dammageable to the wit. 
Letthe drinke bee VV hite-wine , watered in {uch pro- 
portion, asthe ftomacke may allow’ thereof’? and the 
water with which iris Si eon oti bee very fiefh 
and pure. 0: 

The fecond dilischee which we fpake of, is, toeate 
thefe meates ‘in fo moderate quantitie yas the ftoinacke 
may overcome them : for albeit the meate bee hot and 
drie of his proper nature , yet the fame becommeth 
eold and moilt, if the naturalk heate cannot digeft ir: 
Therefore thongh the parents‘eate honny ; “and dtinke 
White wine; vthefe meates ; ‘by thismeanes' will turne 
tocolde feede; arid a female child bé brought forth. ‘For 
this occafion, the’greater part of greavand 'tich perfo- 

nages’, are afflicted: by having more daughters than 
meaner folke:forrliey eate and drinke that which their 
Romackecannordigelt'» and albeirtheir meate bee-hoté 
and drie’, fauced with Suger, Spices, and Honny : yet 
through theit oreat'quaiiticie, they waxe raw‘;and can- 
notbe digelted. Bat the: rawneflé: which mot: endam- 

-mageth generation J is that of Wine » fot this’ colour, 
in being “0 vaporous and fubtile j)eceafioneth , that 
theorher meates’ together therewith pafle to the feede 
veflels raw 5 and that thefeede beg eneoree = tile 
ere itbe divetted and (eafoneds P5 900813 

UdVY hereon, Plato domiaserideth. a tawe , enaGeed it 
the Carthavineair’ Common-wealth: , which forbad 
the married couple, that they’ fhould hop tatt of any 
Wine chav day);’whencthey meant to performe the 
rizhres of the miatriage bed, as well*ware 5 “that this 
liquor alwayes bied much hurt) and dammage to the 
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) The Triall. of Wits. 
childs boduly lealsli,..aud might yeeld occafion that hee 
thould prooue: vitious and of ill. conditions: Notwith- 
flanding if che fanaebe moderatelytaken, fo goodfeed 
is not. engendted of any-meate- (forthe end which wee 
feeke after) .as of white wine - and efpecially, to giue wie 
and abilitie,whichisithae whertowe pretend, The e-dili- 
gence which we f{pake of, was, to vfe exercife fomewhat 
morethan meanely: for this fretcerh arid-confumerhi the 
excefsine moillyre of the feed.and heateth, aaddrierh the 
fame.By- this means,aimanbecommeth mott fruitful and 
able for gencration:and contratiwileto-give.our{elues to 
oureafe, and not to.exarcife the'body 5 is one ofthe 
things which breedeth moft.coldnesiand moifture inthe 
feed, Thereforexich and dainty perfons aresléfle charged 
with children than the poore,who take pains. W hence 
Hippocrates vecounteth,, thatthe principall perfons of 
Scythia were very effeminat, womanith; delicious ,-and 
enclined to. doe womens feruices 5.as to.fweepe,totub,8&. 
to bake? and-by thissmeanes were imporent;for genera: ' 
tion, And ifthey begot any male child }, he prooueth ci- 
ther an Eunuch;,oran Hermaphrodite. . W-heréat,they 
Sharhing 8 greatly agreeued; determined toimake facti- 
fices to thdit God ; ahdcooffer him, many-gitts 5! befees 
ching hina not to,entreat.chana after chas-maner 5, but to 
yeeld themfome remedy, for thedefeG,(ceing it lay imhis 
power {oto do. But Hrppotrateslaughed them to {cotne, 
faying, That none effect bétideth;: which {éemes not mi 
radslousand divine, ifaftertharfortthey fall into ‘¢onfi- 
deration thereof : for reducing which{oeuer,.of them 
his natutall canfes} arlaftwe come, to-end inGed, by 
whofe vertue all thesagents:of the-world doe worke. 
But there are: fome,effedtes'»which:muit-bee imputed 
't0. Godimamediatly,,- (as;ate! thofe which:comeébefides 
by HY | the 
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The Triall of Wits 293 
the order of nature)and others by the way of meanes, 
reckoning firftasa meane, the caufes which ate orday- 
nedtothatend.. The countrey which the Scythians in. 
habited (fayth Hippocrates) is feated vnder the North , a 
region moilt-and cold: beyond meafure,where,through 
abundance of clouds, it feemes a miracle ifyou fee the 
funne . The rich men fit euer on horfebacke, neuer vile 
any exercife, eat and drink more than, their naturall heat 
can confume: all which things make the feed cold and 
moift ; And, for this caufe thy beget many females: and 
if anie male were borne, they prooued ofthe condition 
which we haue {pecified. Know you(faid Hippocrates to 
them) thatthe remedie hereof confifteth , not in factifi- 
fingto God, neither in doing oughtlike that; but it be- 
hooueth withall, that you walke on: foot, eat little, and 
drinke lefle,and not fo wholly betake your felues to your 
pleafures. And that you may the more plainly difcerne 

- it,looke vpon the poore people of this countrie, & your 
very flaues , who not oncly make no factifices to yout 
God,neither offer him gifts (as wanting the meanes) but 
euen blafpheme his blefled name, and {peake iniurioufly 
of him,becaufe he hath placed themin {uch eftate . And 
yet(though fo leaud and facrilegious) they are very able 
for procreation,and the moft part oftheir children proue 

males,and ftrong;not cocknies, not eunuchs, not herma- 
frodits,as doe thofeofyours. And the caufeis, for that 

they eat litle and vfe much exercife,neither keep théfelues 

alwais on horsback, like their mafters. By which occafion 

they make their feed hotand drie,and therthrough enge- 

gender males and not females. This point of phylofo- 

phie was not vnderftood by Pharao , nor by his coun- 

fell, feeing that he fayd in this manner : Come, let vs 


keepe them downe with opprefsion, that they may not 
V uj multi- 
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29 The Triall of Wits. - 
multiply , nor ioyne with our enemie , ifwarre be fai- 
fed againft.vs . And the remedie which he vied, to hins 
der that the: people of Iftaellthould not:encteale fo 
faftjor atlealtthiar: fo many male childten might not be 
borne (which: he moft feared)was to keepe them ynder 
with much toile of body, and to ¢aufe them for to eat 
leeks, gatlike , and onions;which temedie tooke -buta 
bad_efect,as the holy {cripture exprefleth : for the hats 
derhe held:them opprefled, the miore'did they encréafe 
afid ‘multiply. Yet he making reckoniig, chat this was 
the fureft- way he could follow, doubled this. thei affir- 
ion of body. Which preuailed fo little, as ifto quench 
agteat fire, he fhould thtow theteiato much oile of 
greafe: but ifhe or any of his countellors,, ‘had beenfeen 
in'this point of naturall Philofophy , he fhould haue 
giuen them barly bread, lettice, melons cucumbers, & ci- 
trons toeat, and haue kept them wellfed and well filled 
with drinke, and not haue fuffered them to take anie 
paine.For by this meanes, their feed would haue become - 
cold and moift,s therof more women than men bin be- 
gotten; andin fhort time their life haue been abridged. 
But feeding them with much flefh boiled with garlicke, 
with leeks, Scwith onions, and tasking themto workfo 
hard, he caufed their feed to wax hot and drie, by which 
two qualities, they were the more incited-to procteati- 
on,and euer_ bred iflue male. For confirmation of this 
veritic, Ari/fotle propoundeth a probleme, which faith, 
W hat is the caufe, that thofe who labor muchand fuch 
as are fubiedt tothe feucr Ecticke, fuffer many pollutions 
in their fleepe 2 whereto(verely) he wift not to fhapean 
anfwer :for he telleth many things,but.none of them hit 
the truth.The right reafon hereofis, thatthe toile ofthe 
body, and the actiue feuer, do heat and dry the feed; 
pagans | and 









The Triall of Wits. 29§ 
and thefe two qualities, make the fame tatt & pricking 5 
and for that in fleep all the naturall powers are fortified, 
this betideth which the probleme fpeaketh of. How 
fruitfulland pricking the hot and drie {eed is,Galer noteth 
inthefe words : The fame is moift,ftuitfull and foon inci- 
teth the creature to copulation, and is leacherous and 
prone to luft. The fourch condition was , not to accom- 
pany in the a&t of generation, yntill the {ced were fetled, 
concoéted,and duly feafoned : for though the three for- 
mer diligenfes haue gone before , yet we cannot thereby 
know whether it haue attained that perfeGtion which it 
ought to haue.Principally ix behoucth, for7 or 8 daies 
before ; to vie the meats which wehaue prefcribed , to 
the-end the cods may haue timeto’ confume. in their 
nourifhment , the eed which all that time was engen- 
dred of the other meats, and that this which we thus go 
defcribing may fucceed. 7 | 
- Thelike diligence is to be vfed touching mans feed, 
that the fame thay be fruitfull and apt for iffue , as the 
gardiners doe with thefeeds which they will preferue : 
for they attend till they tipen,and cleante, and wax drie : 
for if they pluck’ them from the ftalke , before they ate 
deeply feafoned, andatiued to the point which is requt- 
fit, though they lie in the ground a whole yeare they 
will not growatall. For thisreafon I haue noted that 
in places where much carnall copulation is vfed, there is 
lefle ftore of children, than where people are.more 
enclined to continencie . And common harlots neuer 
conceive , becaufe they {tay not till the feed be digefted 
and ripened, 

Ir behooucth therefore to abide forfome daies , that 
the feed may fettle, concoct , and ripen,and be duly {ea- 
foned : for by this meanes, is hot and dtie, and the good 
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296 The Triall of Wits. 
fubftance which it had loft, the better recouered . But 
how thall we know the feed to be fuch, as is requifit it 
thould be, feeing the matter is offo great importance} 
This may eafily be known, if certaine daies haue pafled 
fince the man companied with his wife, and by his con- 
tinuall incitement, and great defire of copulation; all 
which fpringeth, for that the {eed is: grown fiuitfull and 
apt for procreation. The fifth condition was, thata 
man {hould meddle with his wife in the carnall a&t, fix or 
feuen daies before fhe haue her natural courfe ; for that 
the child ftraightwaies ftandeth in need of much food 
to noutifh it. And the reafon hereofis, that the hot and 
dric of his temperature, {pendeth and confumeth not 
oncly the good bloud ofthe mother, but alfo the excte- 
ments. VV herethrough Hippocrates faid, that the wo- 
‘man conceiued ofa male, is well coloured and faire. 
W hich groweth, becaufe the infant, through hismuch 
heat , conftimeth all thofe excrements which are woont 
to disfigure the face, leaning the fame asa wafhed.cloth. 
And for that this is true, itis behoofull, that the infant be 
fupplied with blood for his nourifhment. And this ex- 

" perience manifefteth, for it is a miracle thata male child 
fhould be engendered faue vpon-the laft daies of the 
month. The contrarie befalleth, when awoman goeth 
with a female : for through the much cold and moift of 
her fex, the eateth litle, and yeeldeth ftore of excte- 
ments, wherethrough the woman conceived ofa gitle, 
is ill fauoured and full of {pots , andathoufand Muttith- 
nefles fticke ynto her; and atthe time of het deliuerie, 
fhe muft tatrie fo many more dates to purge: her felfe, 
than if fhe had brought a manchild to the world,On the 
natutall reafon whereof, God grounded himfelfe, when 
be commanded atofes, that the woman, who brought 
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be Triall of Wits. 297 
forth a male, fhould remaine in her bed a weeke; and 
not enter intothe temple vntill 3 3 daies were expired. 
And ifthe were deliuered of a female, fhe fhould: be vn- 
cleant forthe {pace of two weekes;and not enter into the 
temple,vntill after 66 daies,in fore,that when the birth 
is of a female, the time is doubled. Which fo falleth 
out, becaufe in the nine moneths ( during which the 
child remained in the mothers wombe) through the 
much cold and moift of her temperature, the doubly 
encreafed excrements, and the fame of very malignant 
fubltance and qualitie, which a male infant would not 
haue done. Therefore Hippocrates holdeth it a matter 
verie perillous, to ftop the purgation of a woman who 
1s deliueted ofa wench. | Ay | 
All this is fpoken to the purpofe, that we muft well 
aduife our felues of the laft day of the moneth, to the 
end the {eed may find fufficient nourifhment wherwith: 
torelicuecitfelfe, For if theaétofprocreation bee com- 
mittedfe foone as the purgation is finifhed , ic will nor 
take holde through defe@ of blood. Whereonitbeho- 
ueth the parents bee done to vnderftand , that ifboth 
feedes toyne not togither at one felfe time, ( namely that 
ofthe woman and of the man.) Galez faith there will 
enfue no conception, although the feed of the man be 
neuer fo aptfor procreation. And hereof we fhall ren- 
der the reafon to another purpofe . This is very cer- 
taine, that all the diligences by vs prefcribed , muft 
alfo. be performed: on the womans behoofe , o- 
therwife, her feed(euill imploied)will mar the con- 


ception . Therefore it is requifit they attend ech to 


other, fo as at onefelfe inftant, both their feedes may 
ioyne togither. | 
This, at the firft coming, importeth very much for the 
right 
oO 
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268 TheTriall of Wits. 
righccod,and his feed veffell (as Galen atfirmeth’) is firft 
ftirred vp , and yeeldeth his feed before the left, and if 
the generation takenot effet at the firft comming, it is 
a great hap hazardbut that at the fecond ‘a female fhalbe 
begotten. Thefe two feeds are knowne, firft by the heat 
and coldneffe, then by the quantitie of being much or 
little,and finally by the iffuing foorth {peedily or flowly. 
The feed of the right cod commerh foorthboiling, and 
fo frot that it burneth the:womans bellie, is not much in 
quantitie,and pafleth out in haft: Contrariwife, the feed 
of the left cod taketh his way more temperat, is much in 
quantitic : and forthat the fame is cold and groffe, {pen- 
deth longer {pace incomming forth. The laft confidera- 
tion was , to procure that both the feeds ofthe husband 
and the wife fall into the right fide of the wombe’:for in 
that place(fayth Hippocrates) are males engendered, and 
females inthe left.Ga/ew alleageth the reafon hereof, fay- 
iny,that the right fide ofthe wombe is very hot,through 
theneighborhood which it holdeth with the live®wich | 
the right fide of the reins , and with the right feed veflell : 
which members, we hauc affirmed and approoued to be 
vety hor. And feeing all the reafon of working that the 
iffuc may become male, confifteth in procuring,that at 
the time of conception it partake much heatsit falleth out 
certaine,that it greatly importeth to beftow the feede in 
this place. WW hich the woman fhall eafily accomplith by 
refting on her right fide when the a& of generations en- 
ded, with her head downe and het heeles vp : butit be- 
hooueth her to keep her bed a day or two, for the womb 
doth not ftraight waies embrace the feed, butafter fome 
houts fpace. 3 
The figns whereby a woman may know whether fhe 
be with child or no,are manifeftand plain to euety ones 
| vnder- 
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The Triall of Wits. 269 
vnderftanding : for if when fhe arifeth ypon her fect, 
the feed fall:to the ground, itis ‘certain(faith Galex that 
fhe hath not conceiued, albeit hereis:one point requireth 
confideration, thatal thefeed is not fruitful or apr for if- 
fue: for the one part therofis very waterith, whofe office 
ferueth to make thin the principal {eed,to the end it may 
fare through the narrowspaflages y and this is that which 
nature fendeth forth; and it rettethy:when the hath con- 
eeivied, with the paro:ape foriiftuesIeis knowen by that 
iis like water, and of like: quantitie . That a woman rife 
vp ftraightwaies omher feet, fo foon asthe ad-of gene- 
vation hath pafied,is amatter veric perillous . Therefore 
Ariftotle compelicth that fhe beforehand make-euacua- 
tion o&the:excrements, and’ of her vrine;to theehd the 
may haue no. caufeto rife. ‘The fecond token whereby 
we may know the fame, 1s, that the next day following, 
the woman will feele her belly empty , efpecially about 
the nauell. VV hich groweth,for thatthe womb,when it 
defireth to.concetue, becommeth verie large and ftret- 
ched out : forverely it fuffereth the like {welling yp and 
ftiffnefle, as doth a mans member , and when it fareth 
thus wife, the fame occupieth much roome.Butatthe 
point when it! conceiucth (faith Hippocrates) {odainly the 
fame draweth togither , and maketh as it were a purle to 

draw the feed vntoit, and will not fuffer it to. go. out, 

and by this meanes leaucth many emptié places, ‘the 
which women do declare, faying , that they haue no 
tripes left intheir belly. as if they were fodainly become 

_leane. Morcouer, forthwith they abhorre carnall copu- 
lation, and theit husbands kindneffe, forthe belly hath 
now got what itfought;but the moft certaintoken(faith 

Hippocrates)is, when their natural! courfe faifeth, & theiz 

breafts grow, and when they fall in loathing with meat: 

| i What 
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what diligence ss to be ufed that children may proue 
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si F we doe not firft know the caule, whence ‘it 
i4procedeth that-a man of great wit and fuffici- 
ey encie is begotté, it is impafsible that the fame 
W may be, reduced to art , for through conioy- 
ning and ordering his principles and: caufes ; we grow 
to attaine this.end, and by none other meanes. The A- 
ftrologers holds that:-becaufe the: child-is borné vnder 
fuch.an-in4uenceiof the ftarres, he commethrto be dit 
creet, wittie, of good or ill manets, fortunat, and of thofe 
other conditions and properties which we {ee and con- 
fider eucry day in men. W hich being admitted for true, 
it would folow a matter of impofsibilitie, to frame the 
fame to any att: for it fhould be wholly a cafe of for-. 
tune, andnoway placed in mens ele@tion. The natu- 
tal Philofophers,as Hzppocrates,Plato, Ariftotle,and Galen 
hold, that aman receiueth the conditions of his foule, 
at the time of his forming , and not ofhis birth :forthen 
the ftarres do fuperficially alter the child, giuing him 
heat, coldnefle, moifture , and drouth ; but not his fub- 
ftance, wherein the whole life relieth, as do the foute ele- 
ments, fire,aite,eatth,and water, who not only yeeld to 
the party compofed , heat, cold, moifture,and drinefle, 
but alfo the fubftance which may maintain and preferue 
the fame qualities, during all the courfe of life. VV here- 
through,that which moft importeth in the engendring 
of children,is,to procure that the elements wherof the 
ate compounded, may partake the qualities which are 
requific 
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requifitfor the wit. For thefeaccording to the waight 
ang meafuire, by which they enter into the compofition, 

nult.alwayesfoindure in the mixture, andnotthealte- 
rations ofleatesa.VV hat thele i Tadalat ate, and in-what 
fortthey enter into the womans wombe , to forme the 
creature, Gales declarethand affirmeth them to bee the 
fame which compound all other naturall things:but that 
the earth; commeth lurking in the accuftomed meates 
which we eate,as ate ficth, bread, fith; aud fruits ; the wa- 
ter inthe liquors which: we drinker: The aite and fire 
(he faith) aremingled by order’ofnature, and entér into 
the body by way ofthe:pulfe,and of refpiration: Ofthefe 
foure elemenrs; mingled and idigefted by out natural 
heate sate made the two:neceflary-principles of the ih- 
fants generation: to weetethefeede , andthe monthly 
distin But that'whereof we muft: esl oreatelt recko- 
ning for the end which'we enquire after , are the accu- 
ftomable meats wherconwe feede:: for thefe fhut vp the 
foure elements’ int themfelues, and fromthefe the feede 
fetcheth more corpulencie:and qualitie, than from the 


water which We drinke:,, or thefire and aire which wee - 


breath:in... VV hence Galen faith that the parents who 
would; beget wile children, fhould read three bookes 
which he wrot, of the facitithe of the elements : for there 
they-fhould find, with what kinds of meate they may ef- 
fe& the fame... And he made no mention of the water, 
nox of the otherelements;'as:materials; and:of like mo- 
ment. Buthercin he {warned from reafon.: for the wa- 
ter.altereth the body muchmotethan the aire,and much 
leffe than the found meatswheron we feede, And as tou- 
ching that which conccrneth the engendring of the feed, 
it catrieth as great importarce as ali the other elements 
together. The reafortis (as Galena himfelfe affirmeth) 
becaufe 
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302 The Trial of Wits. are 
becaufle the cods drawe from the veines (for their now: 
rifhment ) the wheyih part ofthe blood ; andthe erea- 
ceft part of this: whey, which the veins receiue, partaketh 
of the water which we dtinke. And thatthe water wor: 
keth more alteration in the body, thanthe aire, Ariftotle 
prooueth, where he demandeths: what the caufe is, chat 
by changing of waters, wee breede fo great an alterati- 
on in our health;whereas if we breath acontrarie aite,we 
petceiue.itnot.. And to this: hee anfwererh , that water 
yeeldeth noutifhment to the body , and fodoth nor the 
aire. But he hadlittle reafon to anfwere after this maner: 
for the aire alfo(by Hippocrates opinion) giveth nourith- 
ment and fubftance, afwell asthe water. W her through 
Ariftotle deuifed a better'antwere’; faying , thatno place 
nor country hath his peculiar aires for thatwhichis now 
in Flanders , when the: North wind:bloweth, pafleth 
withintwo or three dayes:into-Affricke , ‘andthat in Af 
fricke, by the South is ‘carried into the North; and that 
whichthis day isin Hierufalem ; the Eaftswind driaeth 
into the Weft Indies.’ The which cannot betidein the 
waters : forthey doenot all iflue out of the {amie foile, 
where-through euery people hath his:particular ‘water 
conformable to the Mine ofthe earth where it {pringeth; 
and whence it runneth.’ Andif amanbee vied to drinke 
one kind of water, in tafting another, he'altereth mote 
than by meate or aire. In (ort,that the parents who haue 
a will to beget very wife children’, muftdtinke waters, 
delicate, freth, and of good: remperatute 5 otherwile they 
fhall commit ettor in their procteation.° frifotl? faith; 
that at the time of generation, we mufttake heede’ of the 
South-welt wind : for the fame is grofle, andmoiftneth 
the feede,fo as a female andnota male isbegotten! But 
the weftwind he highly. comaiendeth, aiid aduanceth it 
: with 
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The Triall of Wits. 303 
with names and titles very honourable. He calleth the 
fame temperate, fatter of the earthsand faith; that it com- 
meth from the Elifian fields. But albeit it bee true that it 
greatly importeth, to breath an aire very delicate, and 
‘of good temperature, and to.drinke {uch waters : yetit 
fiandeth much-more'vpon to vie fine meats appliable to 
the temperature of the wit : for of thefe is engendred the 
blood and thefeede , and ofthe {eede the creature. And 
if the meate be delicate and of good temperature; uch is 
the blood made's'and of fuch blood , fuch feedey and of 
fuch feede, frch braine. Now ; this member being ten- 
perate, and compounded ofa fubftance fubtile and deli- 
cate, Galenfaith that the wit will be like therunto: for our 
reafonablefoule ; though the {ame be'incortuptible, yet 
goethalwayes vnited with the difpofitions ofthe braine; 
which being not fuch as it isrequifite they fhouldbe, for 
difcourfing: and philofophizing, aman faith and doth 
rooo things, which arevery vnfittine.. "The meates then 
which the parents.are tofeede on, thatthey may ehgen: 
der ‘children of great vnderftanding (whichis the or- 
dinatie wit for Spaine) are, firft; VV hite bread made of 
the fineft meale,andfeafoned with {alts this is cold and 
dry, andofpartsvery fubtile and’ delicate: "There is an- 
other fort made (faith Galen): of reddifh: graine , which’ 
though it nourifh much sand» make men big. limmed; 
and of great bodily forces*yet for thatthe fame is moift 
and of crofle parts, it breedeth'‘aloffe in the vnderftan 
ding.) Laid; feafoned withifale, becanfe‘none of all the a- 
licnents which a:man vieth; bettererh fo much the vi 
derftanding, as doth this:minerall. Ic is cold, and'of 
more drinefle than any other thing 5 and if Fremember 
well the fentence of Heraclitus, she {aid afterthis: mance. 
A drie brighneffe; the wilett minde.: ‘Then feeing! thav 
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304 The Triall of Wits. 
falt isfo dtie, and fo appropriat to the wit, the feripture 
had good reafon to terme it by the name of Prudence 
and Sapience. Pattridges and Framcolinihaue a like fub- 
ftance, and the felfe temperatute with bread of white 
mieale, and Kid,and Muskadel wine.:;And if patents vie 
thefe meates (as we hate aboue fpecified) they thall breed 
children of great vaderftanding « ‘And af they: would 
haue achild of great memiotie, let them! eight ot nine 
dayes before they breake themfclues to the'a& of gene: 
ration, eate Trouts, Salmons, Lampreis}, and Eeles,by 
which meat, they fhall make'thcir feede very moilt and 
clammie.-' ~ | Seat 
. Thefetwo, qualities (asi haue faid before):make the 
memorie cafieto receiue} and very faft to preferue the 
figures along time. By Pigions, Goats; Gatlicke;:O- 
nions, Leekes, Rapes, Pepper, Vineger, VV hite-wine; 
Honny, andall other forts of fpices, the feed is madehet 
and drie; and of parts very fubtile and delicate, The child 
who is engendred.of {uch meate,: fhalbe of great imagis 
nation, butnoroflike vnderftanding;: by meanés ofthe 
much heate, and:he fhall wantmemori¢ through his a- 
bundance of drinefle, ‘Thefe are woont. to bee very pres 
iudiciall.to the common-wealth’; forthe heatesdnelineth 
them to many. vices)and>euils; ‘and: giueth:them a wat 
and mind, to put thefamein execution’: howbeit if we 
doe keepe them vnder,the common-wealth thalleceiue 
more féruice by thefemens:imagination, than by:the vn- 
derftanding andmemotie of the others, Hens; capons; 
veale, weathers of Spaine, are-all meats:ofmoderatfub- 
ftance ; for they ate néichet delicat norgrofic. Ifaidwea- 
thers of Spain: for Ga/en,without making any diftinction, 
faith, that their Acth is ofa grofleand noifome fubitance, 
which ftraieth from reafon : for put cafe thar in Iealie, 
| (where 
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The Triall of Wits 305 
(where he wror) it bethe worft ofall others; yet in this 
our countrey, through the goodnefle ot the paftures, 
we may reckon the fame among the meates of moderate 
{ubftance. The children who are begotten on fuch food, 
fhall havea reafonable difcourle, areafonable memory, 
and areafonable imagination. VW herethrough they will 
not be vety profoundly {eenein the Sciences , nor deuife 
ought ofnew. 

Of thefe we haue faid heretofore, that they are plea- 
fant conceited, andapt, in whom may be imprinted all 
the’rules and confiderations of art, cleare, obfcure, eafie, 
and difficult: but dotrine,argument, anfwering, doubt- 
ing, and diftinguifhing , are matters wherewith their 
braines can inno fort endure to be cloied. Cowes fleth, 
Manzo, btcad of red graine , cheele, oliues, vineger,and 
water alone, willbreeda grofle feede, and of faultie tem- 
perature : the fone engendred vpon thefe , fhall haue 
ftvength likea bull , but withall,. bee furious andof a 
beaftly wit. Henceit proceedeth, that amongft vpland 
people, itisa miracle to find one quicke of capacitie,: or 
towatdly for learning: they are all borne dull and rude} 
for that they are begotten on meates ofgroffe and euill 
fubftance. The conttaty hereof befalleth in Citizens, 
whofe children we finde to bee endowed with more wit 
and fufficiencie: But if the parents carie in very deede, 
a willto begetafonne, prompt, wile, and of good can- 
ditions, letthem, fixe or {even daies before their com- 
panying, feed on Goats milke; for this aliment (by the 
opinion of all Phifitions) isthebeft, and mot delicate 
that any man can vfe,prouided that they be found, and 
that itanfwere them in proportion:but Galen faith , it be- 
hooucth to eate the fame with hony , without which it 


is dangerous, and cafily corrupreth. "The reafon heteof 
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"306 The Trial of Wits. 
is, forthat the milke ,, hathno more but three elements 
in his compofition,cheefe, whey, and butter. The cheefe 
anf{wereth the earth ; the whey the water; and the butter 
the aire. The fire, which mingleth the other elements, - 
and preferueth them being mingled , iffuing out of the 
teats, 1s exhalted, for thatit is very fubtile : but adioyning 
thereunto a little honny, which is hot and dry, in lieu of 
fire,the milke wil fo partake of all the 4 elements. Which 
being mingled, and concoéted by the operation of out 
natural heat,make a {ede very delicat,and of good tem. 
perature. The fonne thus engendred, fhallatleaft wife 
pofleffe a great difcourfe; and not be deprined of memo- 
tic and imagination. Inthat £iffotle wanted this do- 
Ctrine, he came fhort to anfwere a probleme, which him- 
felfe propounded, demanding what the caufe is, that the 
yong ones of brute beatts, carry with them (forthe moft 
part) the properties and conditions of their fires and 
dammes ; and the children of men and women not ? 
And we find this by experience to be true : for of wife 
parents , are borne foolith children; andof foolith pa- 
rents, childten very wife; of vertuous patents, lewd chil- 
dren $ and ofvitious parents, vertuous children 3 ofhard 
fauoured patents, faite children; and of frie parents, 
foule children ; ofwhite parents, browne children 5 and 
of browne patents’, whiteand well coulouted children. 
And amongft children of one felfe: father and mother, 
one prooucth fimple,and another wittie: one foule, and 
another faite: one of good conditions, andanother of 
bad: one vertuous, and another vitious:. VV hereas if a 
Mare of'a good harrage, be coucred witha hore of the 
like, the colt which is foaled, refembleth them afwell in 
thape and colour, as in their properties, To this pro- 
bleme, Ariffetle thapedia vety vatowardly anfwer ; fay- 
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The Triall of Wits. 307 
ing, that a man is caried away with many imaginations, 
during the carnall a@ : and hence it proceedeth that the 
children proouefodiuers, But brute beaftes , becaufe in 


- time of procreation they are not fo diftraughted,neither 


poflefle fo forcible an imagination as man doth, make 
alwayes their yong ones after one felfe fort, and liketo 
themfelues. This anfwere hath euer hitherto gone for 
curtantamonegit the vulgar phylofophers : andfor con- 
firmation hereof, they alleage the hiftory of Zacob, which 
recounteth , that he hauing placedcertaine rodes atthe 
watering places of the beaftes , the lambes were yeaned 
patty coulored . Bur little auailes it them to handfaft ho. 
ly matters : for this hiftorie recounteth a miraculous 
a&tion, which God performed , therein to hide fome fa- 
ctattient.’ And the anfwere made by 4ri/fotle, fauoreth 
of great fimplicity, And who fo will notyeeld me credit, 
let’him (at his day) caufe fome fhepheards to try this ex- 
periment , and they thall find it to be no: naturall matter. 
It is alfo reported in thefe our partes, thatialadie was 
délitiered of a fonne,;more browne than was duc,becaule 
ablacke vifage, which was pictured , fell into her imagt- 
nation. VW hich I hold fora ieft ;and ifperhaps ivbe true 
that fhe broughrfucha one tothe world, I fay thatthe 
father who begat him, had the like coulour tothat figure. 

And becaufle it may be the better knowne , how from- 
fhapen this phylofophieis, which Arz/totle bringeth in, 

together with thofe that follow him , itis requifite wee 
holdit for a thing certaine , thatthe worke of generation 

appertaincth to the vegetatiue foule , and notto the fen- 

fitiue, ‘ot reafonable : for a horle engendreth without 

the reafonall, anda plant without the fenfitiue. And if 
we doe but markeatree loden with fruite, we hall find 

onthe fame a greater variety, than inthe children of any 
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The Triall of Wits. 
man . One apple will be green; another red; one little, 
another great; one round, another ill fhaped ; one found, 
another rotten ; one fweer, and another bitter. And ifwe 
compare the fruit of this yeare with that ofthe laft, the 
one will be verie different and contrary to the other: 
which cannot be attributed to the varietie of the imagi- 
nation,feeing the plants doe want this power. The error 
of _#iffotle,is very manifelt in his owne do€trine : for he 
faith, that the feede of the man, and not of the woman, is 
that which maketh the generation : andin the carnal a&, 
the man doth nought els but fcatter his feede without 
forme and figure,as the husbandman foweth his corne in ~ 
the earth, Andas the graine ofcorne dothnot by and 
by take roote,norformetha ftalke and leaues,vntill fome 
daies beene expired : fo (faith Galen) the creature is not 
fotmed all fo foone as the mans feede falleth into the wo- 
mans wombe : butaffirmeth that thirtie or fortie dayes 
are requifite, ere the fame can beeaccomplithed. And it 
this be fo , what auaileth it that the father goeimagining 
of divers things in the carnal] a@t, whenas the forming 
beginneth not vntill fome dayes after? efpecially , when 
the forming is not made by the foule of the father or the 
mother, but by a third thing which is found inthe feede 
itfelfe. And the fame being onely vegetatiue , and no 
mote , isnot capable of theimagination, but followeth 
onely the motions of the temperature, and doth nothing 
els, After my mind, to fay that mens children are borne 
of fo dtuers figures, through the variable imagination 
ofthe parents , isnoneother , thantoauouch , that of 
grains, fome grow big, and fome litle, becaufethe huf 
band. man (whenhe fowed them) wasdiftraught into 
fundry imaginations. Vpon this-fo ynfound opinion of 
«_driftotle,fome.curious heads argue, that the cule ae 
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The Triall of Wits. 309 
che adulterous wife refemble her husband, though they 
be none of his. And the reafon which leadeth them, is 
manifelt : for during the carnall &, the adulterers (eirle 
their imagination vpon the husband, with feare east 
he comeandtakethem napping. And forthe fame con. 
fideration, they conclude that the husbands children 
refemble the adulterer though they be not his, becaufe 
the adulterous wite, during i coPalation Guin her hu 
band, alwaics bufieth her felf= jn contemplation of the 
ficure ofher louer. And thofe who fay , that the other 
woman brought forth a a blacke fonne, iaeee fhe held 
her imagination fixed on the picture ofa blacke man, 
muft alfo gsaunt this, which By thefe gueint aerner 
inferred : fot the whole carticth one. felfe reafon, and is 
in my conceit a ftarcke eating , aid verie mockerie, 
though it be grounded on the opinion of Arz/fotle. Hippo- 
crates anf{wered this probleme better, when he faid, that 
the Scythians are all alike conditioned, and fhaped in vi- 
face, ape rendereth the reafon.of this refemblance to 
be, for that they allfed of one felfe meat, and dranke 
of one felfe water, went apparrelled after one felfe ma- 
ner, and kept one felfe otder in all things. For the fame 
caufe, the brute beaftes engender yong ones after their 
particular refemblance, becaufe they alwaies vfe the 
fame food, and haue therethrough an vniforme feede. 
But contratiwife man, becaufe he eateth diuers meates, 
eucric day maketha diferent fede afwell infub{tance, 
4s in temperature. The which the. naturall Philofo- 
phers ‘doe approoue, in anfwering to a probleme, that 
faith, VV hat is the caufe, that the excrements of brute 
beaftes hare not fo vnpleafanc a verdure, as thofe of 
mankind? And they affirme, that brute beaftes vfe al- 
waies the felfe meates, and much exetcife. therewithall : 
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-buta man eateth fo much meate, and offo divers fubz 
flance, as he cannot come away withthem, and fo the 
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grow to.corrupt. Mans feed, and that of beafts, hold one 
felfe reafon and confideration, for that they are both of 
them excrements of a third conco@ion. As touching 
the varietie of meats which man vieth, it cannot be des 
nied, butmuftbe graunted , that of every aliment there 
is made a different and particular feede, W hercit falleth 
out apparent, that the day on which aman eateth beefe 
or bloudings, he maketh a groffe feede,and of bad tempe- 
rature; and therefore,the fonne begotten thereof,fhalbe 
disfigured, foolith, blacke, and ill conditioned. And ifhe 
eat the carcas ofacapon, or ofahenne, his.feed thall be- 
white, delicat,and of good temperature. WV herethrough 
the fonne fo engendred, fhalbc faire, wife, and very gen- 
tleconditioned. From hence I colle&, that there is no 
child borne,who partaketh not of the qualities and tem- 
perature of that meate, which his parents fed ypona day 
Before he was begotten. And ifany would know ofwhat 
meate he was formed, let him but confider, with what 
meate his {tomacke hath moft familiaritie, and without 
all doubt that it was. Moreouer, the naturall philofo- 
phers demand what the caufe is , that the children ofthe 
wifeft men, doe ordinarily prooue blockith and void of 
capacitic? ‘T’o which probleme they an{were very fond- 
ly , faying; that wife'men,are very honeft and thames 
faft, and therefore in companying with their wipes, 
doe abftaine from fome diligences, neceffarie for effe- 
Cting that the child prooue of that perfe@ion: which 
is tequifite. And they confirmethis, by example of{uch 
patents., asare foolifh and ignorant , who. becaufe they 
employ all their force and diligence at the time ofgene- 
tation, theit children doe all prooue wife and wittie;. 
so fy anes ene Retiehcia Gm bi 
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The Trial of Wits. 311 
but this anfwere tokeneth they are flenderly feene in na- 
turall Phylofophie. True iris, that for rendring an an- 
{were conuenient, it behooueth firit to prefuppofe and 
proouc certaine points; one of which purporteth’, that 
the reafonable facultie is contrarie to the wrathfull and 
the concupifcible , in fore , that if a man bee very wife, 
he cannot be very couragious, of much bodily forces, 
a great feeder, notvery able for procreation : for the 
naturall difpofitions , whichare requifite, to the end the 
reafonable foule may performe his opetations , carrie 
a conttarietie to, thofe ; which are neceflarie for the 
wrathfull and the concupifcible. Carffotle faith, (andit 
istruc) that hardinefle and naturall courage confit in 
heate : and Prudence’ and Sapience in cold and drie. 
W hence wee fee by plaine'experience’, that the valien- 
teft perfons are void of reafon, {pate ‘of {peech, im. 
patient to be jeafted ‘withall , and very foone afhamed3 
fot remedie whereof, they ftraightwayes fer hand’on 
“their fford, as not weering what otheran{were'to make. 
But men éndowed with wit’ hath many reafons and 
quicke anfweres and quippes , with which they enter- 
taine the time, that they may not come ‘to blowes. 
OFffuch a manner of wit, Sa/n/ noteth that Czcero was, 
telling him, that hee had much tongue, and feete ve- 
rie light + wherein hee had reafon, for fo gteat a wife- 
dome, in matters'ofarmes, could'not end but in co- 
wardife, And hence ‘tooke a certaine nipping pto- 
uerbchis originall , which faith; He is as valiant as C7- 
cero, and as wile as Heéfor : Namely,when we will note 
amanto be abuzzard, anda cow-babie. No lefle doth 
the naturall facultie gainefay the vnderftanding , for ifa 
man pofleffe gteat bodily forces,he cannot enioy a good 
wit and the reafon is, forthatthe force of the atmes and 
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and dric ofthe carrh, hee might partake a good ynder- 
ftanding, yetin that it hath his compofition ofa orofie 
fubftance,. itruinateth and endammageth the fame. For 
through his coldnefle the courage and hardinefle are 
quenched ; where through, wee haue feene fome men 
of great forces. to bee very cowardes. The contratictie 
which. the vegetatiue foule hath with.the reafonable, 
is moft manifeft of all others, for his operations, name- 
ly, tonourifh,and engender, are better. performed with 
heate and moifture, than with the contrarie qualities: 
W hich. experience’ cleerely. manifefteth, . confidering 
how powerfull the fame is in theage.of childhoode, and 
how weake.and remiffle in olde age. Againe, in boyes 
eftate the.reafonable foule cannot vfe his operations ; 
whereas in oldage, whichis vetcrly yoid ofheate and 
moiiture, it performeth them with great effed.. In fort, 
that by how nich the more a man is enabled for pro- 
creation,and for digeftion of foode, fo much hee leeferh 
of his reafonable facultie. . Tothis alludeth that which 
Plato atfirmeth, that thereis no humour in aman, which 
fo much difturbeththe reafonable faculry , as abundance 
of{eede,only (faith he) the fame yeedeth helpe to the art 
of verfifieng. W hich we behold to be confirmed by dai- 
ly experience : for when a man beginneth to entreate of 
amotous matters, fodainely he becommeth a Poet :and: 
if before he were greafie andloutifh, foorthwith he takes 
itat heart, to haue a wrinkle in his pompe, ora mote on 
his cape. And thereafonis, becaufe thee workes appet- 
taine to the imagination , which encreafeth and lifteth it 
felfe vp from this point, through the much heat,occafio- 
‘hed in him by this amourous pafsion.And thatloue : an 
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hotalteration, fheweth apparently, through the cou- 
raze and hardinefle, which it planteth in the louer, from 
whom the fame alfo reaueth all defire ofmeate , and will 
not fuffer himto fleepe. If the common-wealth bare an 
eye to thefe tokens, fhe would banifh from publicke ftu- 
dies, lufty fchollers , and great fighters , inamoured per- 
fons, Poets, and thofe who are very neate and curious in 
their apparrell : forthey are not furnifhed with wit or a- 
bilitie for any fort of ftudy. Out ofthis rule, Arz/fotle ex- 
cepteth the melancholicke by aduftion, whofe feede 
(though fruitfull)reaueth not the capacitie. Finally, all 
the faculties which gouern man,ifthey be very power- 
full, fet the reafonable foule ina garboile. Hence st pro- 
ceeds, that if a man be very wife, he proueth a coward, of 
{mall ftrength of bodic,a fpare feeder, and not very able 
for procreation. And thisis occafioned by the qualities 
which make him wife, namely ; coldnefle and drineffe. 
And thefe felfe, weaken the other powers, as appeareth 
‘in old men,who (befides their councell and wifedom)are 
goodfor nothing els. This doétrine thus prefurppofed, 
Gales holdeth opinion, thattothe ende the engendring, 
of whatfocuer creature may take his perfect effect, two 
feedes are neceffary , one, which muft be the agent and 
former ; and another which mutt ferue for noutifhment: 
for amattcr fo delicat as generation, cannot ftraightwaies 
ouercome a meate fo groffe, as is the blood, vatill the ef 
fet be greater. And that the {eede is the right alument of 
the feede members , Héppocrates,Plato,and Galen doe alk 
accord : for by their opinion, if the blood be notcon- 
uletted into feede , it is impofsible that the finewes , the 
yeines,& the arteries can be maintained. VV herethrough 
Galen affirmed, the difference betweene the veines and 
thecods tobe, that the cods doc {peedily make me 
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314 The Trialt of Wits. 
feede,and the veines alittle, and intong {pace of time: In 
fort, that nature prouided for the fame,an aliment folike, 
which with light alteration, and without making any ex- 
crements might maintaine the other feed.And this could 
not be effeGted, ifthe nourifhment thereof had bin made 
ofthe blood. The felfe prouifion (faith Galen) was made 
by nature , in the engendring of mankind, as in the for- 
ming ofa chicke,and fuch other birds,as come of egs. In 
which we fee there are two fubftances , one of the white, 
and an other of the yolke , ofone of which, the thicke is 
made, and by the other mainetained all the time whiles 
the forming endureth. For the fame reafonate two feeds 
neceflarie in the generation of the man, one, of which 
the creature may bee made, andthe other by which it 
may be mainetained whilft the forming endureth. But 
Hippocrates mentioneth one thing worthy of gteat con- 
fideration , namely ; that it is not refolued by matte, 
which ofthe two feeds fhalbe the agent and formour,and 
which hall ferue for aliment. For many times, the feede 
ofthe womanis of oreater efficacy than that ofthe man, 
and when this betideth, the maketh the generation , and 
that of the husband ferueth for aliment. Otherwhiles, 
that of the husband is more mightie, and that of the wife 
doth nought els thannourifh. This do€trin was not con- 
fidered by 4riffotle,who could not voderftand,whereto 
the womans feede ferued , and therefore vetered a thou- 
fand follies, and that the fame was but a little water, — 
without vertue or force for generation. Which being © 
graunted , it would follow impolsible , that a~woman 
fhould euer couet the conuerfation of man, of con- 
fent thereunto , but would fhun the carnalla&, as be- 
ing her felfefo honeft, andthe workefo yncleaneand 
filthy ; Wherethrough, in fhort {pace mankind would 
decay, 
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decay , ahd the world reft depriued of the faireft crea- 
ture that cuer nature formed. To this purpofe #riffotle 
demandeth, what the caufeis , that fefhly copulation 
fhould beeanadtion of the greatett pleafure, that nature 
euet ordained for the folace of liuing things. To which 
probleme hee an{wereth, that nature hauing fo defirouf- 
ly procured the perpetuitie of mankinde, did therefore 
place fo great a-deiight in his worke, tothe end , that 
they being mooued by fuch intereft, might gladly 
apply themfelues to the a& of generation; and if thefe 
incitements were wanting , no woman or man would 
condifcend to the bands of matriage, inafmuch as the 
woman fhould reape none other benefite, than to 
beare a burden in her belly the {pace of nine monethes, 
with fo great trauaile and forowes, and at thetime of 
her child-birth , to: vndergo the hazard of forgoing her 
life. So would it bee neceflarie, that the common- 
wealth fhould through feare enforce women to mattie, 
tothe ende mankinde might notcometonothing. But 
becaufe nature doth her things with pleafing, fhee gaue 
to a woman, all the inftrumentes neceflarie for ma- 
king afeede, inciting , and apt for iffue ,, whereby thee 
might defice a man, and. take pleafure in his con- 
uerfation. But it icwere of that qualitie which #- 
feotle expreffeth, thee would rather flie and abhorre: 
him, thaneuerloue him. This {elfe Galez prooueth, 
alleadging an example of the bruite beaftes , where- 
through heefaith , that ifaSowe bee fpeyed, fhe neuer 
defireth:- the Boare,nor will confent that hee approchyn- 
to her. 

The like we doe cuidently fee ina woman, whole 
temperature pattaketh more of coldneffe than is. xe- 
guifite ; for ifwee tell her that fhee muft bee martied,, 
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s16°°" TheTriall of Wits, 
there isno word which foundeth worfe imher eare. And 
the like befalleth to a cold many, for he wanteth the fruit. 
ful feed. Moreouer, ifa womans feed were of that mianer 
which C47/fotle mentioneth, it could be no proper ali- 
ment:for to attain the laft qualities ofactuall nutriment, 
atotall feed is necefflarie, whereby it may be noutifhed. 
W herthrough, ifthe fame come notto be conéted and 
femblable, it cannot performe this point: for ‘womans 
feed wanteth the inftruments and places, as are the fto- 
macke, the ltuer, andthe cods, where it may be concoc- 
ted. Therefore nature prouided, that in the engendring 
ofacreatute, two feedes fhould concutre; which being 
mingled, the mightier fhould make the forming andthe 
other ferue for nourifhment. And this is feen evidently 
foto be:for ifablackamore beget a white woman with 


° . o . 
child,and a white man a zegro woman,of both thefe yni- 


ons,wil be borne a creature,partaking of either qualitie. 
Out ofthis dodtrin I gather that to be true, which many 
authenticall hiftories affirme, that a dog carnally compa- 
nying with a woman,made her to conceiue;and thelike 
did a beare with another woman, whom he found alone 
inthe fields. And likewife, an ape had two yong.ones by 
another, We read alfo one, who walking for recteati- 
on alongfta riuers fide, a fith came out of the water,and 
begat her with child.The matter herein of moft difficul 
ty for the vulgar to conceiue,is, how it may be, that thefe/ 
women fhould bring forth perfe& men, and partakers 
ofthe vfe of reafon, fecing the parents who engendred 
them,were brute beafts.To this I an{wer,that the feed of 
euery of thefe women,was the agent & former of the cre- 
atute,as the greater in force, whence it figured the fame, 
with his accidents of mans fhape. The feed ofthe brute 
beaft(as not cquall in ftrength){erued for aliment, & for 
a i es nothing 
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The Triall of Wits. ey 7 
nothing els, And that the {eede of thefe vnreafonable 
beafts, might yeeld nourifhmentto mans feede,is a mat- 
ter caficto be conceiued. Forifany of thefe women had 
eaten apeece ofbeates flefh , or ofadog, boyled or ro- 
fted, fhe fhould haue received nourifhment thereout, 
though notfo good as if fhee had eaten mutton or pat- 
ttidges. The like befalleth to mans feede, that his true 
nourifhment (in the forming of the. creature) 1s ano- 
ther mans feede, bur ifthis be wanting, the feede of fomie 
brute beaft may fupply the roome : butachiag which 
thefe hiftories {pecifie, is, that children borne of {uch -co- 
pulations giue token intheir maners and conditions,that 
their engendring was not naturall. 

Out of the things already rehearfed, (though we haue 
fomewhat lingered by the way therein) wee.may now 


gather the anfwere to that principall probleme, vz: 


that wile mens children, are wel-neere alwayes formed 
of their mothers feede : for that of the fathers (for the 
reafons alreadie alleaged.). is not fruttfull for genera- 
tion, and in engendering, ferueth onely for aliment. And 
the man who is fhaped of the womans feede’, cannot be 
wittie , nor partake abilitic’ through the much colde 
and moift of that fex. WVhence it becommeth mani- 
felt, thatwhen the child prooueth difcteetand prompt, 
the fame yeedeth an infalliable token ; that -hee was fore 
med for his fathers feed. Andifhe fhew. bleckifh and vn- 


toward, weinferre , that he was formed! of the feede of 


his mother. And hereto did the wife-man allude, when: 
hefaid:, The wile fonnexeioyceth the father 5, buta foo- 
lith child is a griefe to his, mother, It may alfo come to: 
pafle ypon fome occafion,that thefeed ofa wife man may 
be the agent & forme-giuer,and that of the womman,ferue 
for nourifhment,, but the fon fo begotten will prooue of 


flendet: 


ce, 
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The Trial of Wats: 
flender capacitie : for put cafe, that cold and dry be two 
qualities, whereofthe vnderftanding hath neede : yet it 
behooueth, that they holda certaine quantitie and mea: 
{ure , which once exceeded., they doe rather hurt than 
good. Euen as we fee men very aged, that by occafion of 
ouermuch'cold and dry, we find them become children 
anew , and vttet many follies. Let vsthen prefuppofe, 
thar to fome old man, there yet remaine ten yeetes of 
life, with conuenient cold and dry to difcourle, in fach 
fort, as thefe being expited, he fhall then grow a babea- 
gaine. 2 | 

If offucha ones feed a fonne be engendted, he fhall till 
ten yeetes age,make fhew of gteat {ufficiency :for that till 
_ then, heeenioyeth the conuenient cold and drouth of 
his father; but at cleuen'yeeres olde, hee will fodainely _ 
quaile away, for that he hath out-pafled the point, which 
of thele two qualities was behooffull. Which wee {ee 
confirmed by dayly experience in children begotten in 
old age, who in their childhood aré verieaduifed , and 
afterwards in mans {tate, prooue vetie dullardsjand fhore 
of life. And this groweth ; ‘becaufethey were made ofa 
feedecold and dty , which had already out-ran the one 
halfe of his race.-And ifthe father be-wife inthe works of 
the imagination, and by meanes ofhismuch heat & dri- 
nefle , take to wife a: woman ¢oldanidmoift in the third 
degree, the fonne borne offuch'an accouplement, ‘thalbe 
mottvntoward , ‘ifhe be formed of his fathers feede, for 
that he made abode in a belly fo:cold and moift,and was 
maintained, by'a blood fo dilternperate the contrary be- 
tideth, when the father is vntoward,whoke feed hath ot- 
dinarily heat and excefsine moifturee The fonne fo ei 
gendred, fhalbe dull till rs yeetes ofage, for that he-drew 
pait of his fathers fuperfuous moifture. Burthe courfe 
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The Trial of Wits. 
ofthat age once {pent , ‘irgiueth firmeneffe, in aftnuch as 
the foolifh mans feede, is more temperat and leffe moitt. 
It aideth likewife the wit, to continue nine monethes 
{pace ina belly of forlictle coldaefleand moift ure, asis 
that of a woman cold and moift inthe firft deste, 
where it endured hunger and want. All this ordinarily 
befalleth, for the reafons by vs {pecified : but there is 
found beesiiie fort of men, whofe genitorics are ens 
dowed with {uch force andvigour, as they vitetly {poile 
the aliments of their good qualities and conuert them 
into their euill and. stoffe fubftance: Therefore all the 
children whom they beget, (though they haue eaten 
delicate meates) fhall prooue rude and dullards: Orhers 
contratiwife , vfing erofle meates,, and ofeuill cempera- 
tute, are fo mightie| in ouercomming then, that though 
they eate beefe or porke , yet they make children of very 
delicate wit. WV hence it preoueth certaine,that there are 
linages offoolifmen,& races of wife men : and others; 
who of ordinatie are borne blunt and voide of ludge- 
ment. 

Some doubts ate incountted , by thofe who feeke to: 
peatce into the bottome ofthis matter,whofe an{were(in 
the doGrine forepafled) is very cafie.The firft is, whence 
it(pringeth , that baftard children accuftomably refem- 
ble their fathers:, and ofa.100 lawfull, 90 beare the fi- 
. gure and conditions of the mother. The fecond , why 
baftard children prooue ordinarily deliuet , couragious, 
and very aduifed. ambi what the caufeis, that ifa 
common fitumpet concerue, the neuer loofech her bur- 
den, though fhe take venomous’ drenches to deftroy the 
famars or be let much blood;wheteas ifa married woman 
be with child by her husband, vpon every light occafi- 
onthefamemifcatrieth.: To the firft,, - Plato anfwereth,, 


fay } ings 








| BE) hte Site) Ss Fie] MG SAEED PEEL SME SET | EIEN EES 


= 


31? sg 


cain Ws Bs Be EL 







































i q aN /S BN NN NZ tte NZ atte SB a ee N12 ite) 





































Seppo pe Sp eye 
(HEN aN i ZIES Fan 
SDE RSET SE RE 
pee we Sheth esct he te 


BeGNNNS 


apis ene 


aN 


i 


~; 


32 ~The Trial of Witse 
faying , that no man is nought of his owne proper and 
agreeable will, viilefle hee be firft incited by the vitiout 
nefle of his temperature. And he gives vs an example in 
lecherous men; who, for thatthey are ftored with plen- 
tifull and fruitful eede, fuffer great illufions,, and many 
combers; and therefore ( molefted by that pafsion) to 
driue the fame from them, doe martrie wiues. Of fuch 
Galen faith, thatthey haue the inftruments of generation 
very hotand dry : and! for this caufe breede feede very 
pricking & apt for procreation. A man then;who goeth 
feeking a woman not his owne, isreplenifhed with this 
fruitfull; digefted, and well feafoned feede, ‘VV hence it 
followeth of force, that hee make the generation: :*for 
where both are equall , the mans feede carrieth the grea- 
teft efficacie; and if the fon be fhaped of the feede of fuch 
afather, it enfueth ofnecefsitie that hee refemble him. . 
The contratie betideth inlawfull children; who,for that 
matried men ‘haue their wiues eucr couched by their 
fides, neuer take regarde toripenthe {eede, orto make it 
aptfor procreation , butrather (vpon euery light entice- 
ment ) yeeldethefamefrom them, vfing great violence 
and ftirring ; whereas women, abiding quiet, during the 
catnall a, their {eede veflels yeeld not their feede , faue 
when it is well conco&and feafoned. Therefore married 
women do alwaies make the engendting, and their hut 
bands feede ferueth for alinient. But fometimes it comes 
to pafle , that boththe feeds are matched in equall per- 
fe€tion,and combat infuch fort , as both the one and the 
other take effet in the forming, and{foisa child thaped, 
who refembleth neither father nor mother. Another 
time it feemeth thatthey agree vpon the matter , & pare 
the likeneffe betweene them =the feed of the father ma- 
keth the nefthrils and the eies 3 and that of the mother; 
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matuell , ichath fo fallen out , thatthe fonne hath taken 
oneeate ofhis father, andanother of his mother, and 
fo the like inhis eyes. But ifthe fathers feede doe altoge- 
ther preuaile, the childe retaineth his nature and his 
conditions : and when the feed of the mother {waieth 
mioft, the like reafon taketh effe&.. Therefore,the father 
who coueteth, that his childmay be made ofhis owne 
{eede, ought to withdraw himfelfe for {ome dayes from 
his wife , and ftay till all his feede be concoéted and ripe- 
ned; and then ic will fall out certaine thatthe forming 
fhall proceede from him, and the wifes {eede hall ferue 
for nourifhment. The fecond doubt (by meanes of that 
we haue faid already) beareth little difficultie : for baftard 
children are ordinarily made of feede hote and dry : and 
from this temperature (as we haue oftentimes prooued 
heretofore) {pring courage, brauerie, anda good ima- 
gination, whereto this wifedome of the world.appertai- 
neth. And becaufe the {eed is digefted.and well feafoned, 
natute affeéteth what fhelikes beft, and pourtraieth thofe 
children as with a penfill. To the third doubt may bee 
an{wered , that the conceiving of lewd women, is moft 
commonly wrought by the mans feede : and becaufe the 
fame is drie , and very apt for iflue g it fafteneth irfelfe in 
the woman with very {trong rootes ; but the child bree- 
‘ ding of matried women, being wrought by their owne 
feede,occafioneth, that the creature eafily vnloofeth, be- 
caufe the fame was moift and watty , or as Hippocrates 
faith,full ofmuftineffe. 
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the mouth and the forehead. And which catrieth moft 
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22 eT riall of Witsé 
What diligences ave to be v[ea, fer preferuing the childrens 
wit after thepare formed. 
$5. 
pee? yy He matter whereof man ts comnceonal pro- 
pe : =“ ucth a thing fo reafonable,and fo fubie& to cor- 
€4 ruption, that at the inftant where he beginneth 
“tobe fhaped, he likewife beginneth to be yn- 
twined, and to altar, and therein can find noremedy. For 
it was faid,{o foone as we are bern, we faile to be. VV her- 
through nature prouided, that in mans body, there 
fhould be 4 natural faculties, attra Gtiue,retentiue,concoc- 
tive,and expulfiue. The which concodting & altering the 
aliments which we eate, returne to repaire the fub{tance 
that was loft, ech fucceeding in his place. By this we vn- 
deritand, that it little auaileth to haue engendred a child 
of delicat feed, if we make no reckoning of the meates 
which afterwardes we feede vpon. For the creation being 
finithed , there remaineth not for the creature, any patt 
of the fubftance whereofit was firft compofed. Truc it is, 
that the firlt{cede, ifthe fame be well concoéted and fea- 
foned, pofleffeth fuch force, that digefting Sc altering the 
meats, itmaketh them (though they be bad and grofle) 
to tutne to his good temperature and fubftance, but we 
may fo far forth vfe contrary meats , as the creature fhall 
loofe thofe good qualities, which it receiueth from the 
feed whereofit was made:theretore Plato {aid,that one. of 
the things which moft brought mans wit a his man- 
ners to ruine, was his euill bringing vp in diet. For 
which caufe hee counfelled that wee fhould giue vnto 
children, meats and drinks, delicate, and ofgood tem- 
perarure,to the end,that when they grow big, they may 
know howto abandonthe cui, 84 to embrace the good. 
The reafon hereof is very cleere : For it ar the beginning 
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the braine was made of delicate feed, and that this mem- 
ber goeth euery day impairing and confuming , and 
mult be repaired with the meats which weeate, it is cet- 
taine,ifthele being groffe and ofeuill nies that 
viing them many dayes together,the braine will become 


of the fame natute. Therctore it fufficeth not, that the’ 


child be borne ofgood feede, but alfo ic behooueth that 
the meate which he eateth, after he is formed and borne, 
bee endowed with the fame qualities. VW hat thefe be; 
itcatrieth no great difficultie to manifeft , if you prefup- 
pofe, thatthe Greekes were the moft difcrcete men of 
the world, andthat, enquiring after aliments and foode, 
tomake their children wittie and wife, they found the 
beft and moft appropriat. For ifthe fubtile and delicate 
wit, confift in caufing that the braine bee compounded 
of partes {ubtile , and of good temperature , that meate 
which aboue all others partaketh thefe two qualities, 
fhalbe the {ame which it behooueth vs to vfe, for obtei- 
ning ourend. Gale#, and all the Greeke Phifitions, fay’ 
that Goats milke boyléd with honny, isthe beft meate 
which any man can eat: for befides that it hatha mode- 
rate fubftance , therein the heat exceedeth not the cold, 
not the moift the drie. Therefore wee faid’ (fome few. 
leaues pait) thatthe parentes, whofe will earnettly lea- 
deth them, to haue a childe, wife, prompt, and of good: 
conditions, muft eate much Goates milke boyled with: 
honny,7 ot 8 dayes before the copulation. But albeit this 
alimentis fo good. (as Galen {peaketh uy itfalleth out: 
a matter of importance forthe wit j that the meate con-- 
fift of moderate fubftance, and of fubtile partes. For: 
how much the finer the matter becommeth in the 
nourifhment of the braine, fo much the more is the: 
wit fharpened. For which caufe, the Greekes drew: 
Y ij, out: 
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out ofthe milke, cheefeand whey (whichare the two 
erofie aliments of his compofition) and leftthe butter, 
which in nature refembleth the aire. This they gaue in 
foode to their children, mingled with honny, with inten- 
tion tomake them wittie and wife. And that this is the 
ttucth, is plainely feene by that which Homer recounteth. 
Befides this meat, children did eate cracknels , of white 
bread, of very delicat water, with honny and a little falt: 
butin tteede of vinegar (for that the {ame is very noifome 
and dammageable to the vnderftanding ) they fhall adde 
thereunto, butter of Goats-milke, whofe temperature 8 
fubftance, is appropriat for the wit. But inthis regiment 
growes an inconuenierice very great, namely ; that chil- 
dren vfing fo delicate meats, fhall not pofleffe fufficient 


Attength to refift the iniuries of the aire : neither can de- 


fend themfelues from other occafions, which are woont 
to breed maladies.So by making them become wife,they 
will fall out to be vnhealthfull,and liue a fmall time, This 
difficulty demandeth, in what fort children may bee 
broughtvp, wittie and wife, and yet the matter fo hand- 
led,as it may no way gainefay their healthfulnes. VV hich 
fhall eafily be effeGted, ifthe parentes dare to putin pra- 
rife fome rules and precepts which I will perfcribe. And 
becaufe deintie people are deceiued in bringing vp their 
children,and they treat ftil of this matter:I wil firft afsigne 
them the caufe why their children, though they haue 
Schoolemaifters andtutors , and therafclues take fuch 
pains at their booke,yet they come away fo meanly with 
the fciences; as alfo inwhatfort they may remedie this, 
without that they abridge their life, or hazard their 
health, Eight things (faith Hippocrates ) make mans flefh 
moilt & fat. The x to be metry and to liue at hearts eafe, 
the 2 tofleepe much, the 3 to licinafoft bed, the 4to 
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The Triall of Wits. | 
fare. well: the fifth, to be well apparelled and futnifhed : 
the fixth, to ride alwayes on horlebacke:: the feuenth,to 
haue our will : the eighth to.bee occupied in places and 

aftimes ,and.in things which yeelde contentment.and 
pleafure. All whichis verigtiefo manitelt,,. as if Hzppocra- 
tes had. nov.affirmed it, none dutft denie the fame. Only 
we may doubt, whether delicious people doe alwayes 
obferue this maner.of life; but ifit be truethatthey do fo, 
we may well conclude,that their {eede 1s very-moult, and 
thacthe children: which, they beget, will of necelsitie. o- 
uet-abound in fuperfuous-moifture,| which it behoo- 
ueth firit to be confumed.:.for this qualitie fendeth to 
ruine the aperations of the reafonable foule : And mote- 
ouerthe Phifitions fay., that itmaketh them.to line a 
fhort {pace and vuhealthfull., By this ic fhould {ceme, 
that agood wit, and.a {found bodily;health requite one 
{elfe qualitie., .Namely drouth ;: whetethrough,the:pre-. 
cepts and rules which wee ate to lay downe for making, 
children wife , wiilferuc likewite.to iyeelde them mach 
health, and long life. It behooucth them, (fo foone.as a 
childe is borne of diliciots parents) inafmuch as their 
conftitution confifteth of more cold and moift than is 
conuenient for childhood, .to wafh him with falrhote 
water ; which.(by the opinion efall phificions)foketh vp 
and drieth the flefh,and giuethfoundnelle to the finewes, 
and makcththe child {trong and maaly,, and. (by confu- 
ming the ouetmuch moifture,of his. braine). enableth 
him with wit, and. freeth, him from many deadly infir- 
mities. Contrariwife, the bath being of water frefh and 
hote, inthat the fame moifteneththe flefh. (faith Hzppo- 
crates) itbreedeth fue annoiances; Namely, effeminae 
ting of the fleth, weaknefle of finewes, dulnefle of fpirits, 


fluxes of blood, and, balenefle of omacke. Bnt if the 
Y uj child 
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: The Triall of Wits. | 
child iflue out of his: mothers belly with excelsiue dris 
nelle} itis requifite to wath the fame with hote frefh wa- 
ter. Therefore Hippocrates {aid,children aré to be wafhed 
along 'time-with-hote water , ‘to the ende: they may res 
ceiue the lefle annioiance by the evampe, ‘and that they: 
may srowland be well coloured : bir (for certaine) this 
muft be-vnderltood of thofe who come foorth drié out 
of their mothers belly , in whom it behooueth to amend: 
their -euill temperature, by applying vnto-the conttay 
rie qualities}! The‘Almains (faith‘Gz/ez) haue'a cuftome 
to wath their children ina tiuet,{0 foone as they ate born; 
them{eeming, that asthe iron. which commeth barning 
hot out ofthe forge, is made the ftronger, ifitbedipped 
in cold watet : fo when the hote child is taken out’ of the 
mothers-wombe , it'yeedeth hint of greater force anid 
vigout, if he be walled in frefh water. 'Thisthing is con- 
demned by Galen for a beaftly praatife, and that’ with: 
greatreafon : for put cafe, thar by this way, the skinne is? 
hardened andclofed, and noteafie to bee altered by the 
iniuries of the aite , yerwill irreft offended by the excre- 
ments which ate engendred in the body, for that the 
fame is not of force, noropen fo as they may be exhalted 
and pafle foorth. But the Beft and fafélt remeédie is’, to 
wath the childrenjwho hate fuperftious moifture; with 
hot falt water : fortheit' excefsitie toilture confuming, 
they ate the neererto health , and the way through the 
skinne; being {topped in'them ; ‘they cannotteceiue an’ 
noiance by any occafion! Neithefare the inward excre: 
ments therefore fo fhut vp, that there’aré fot wayes left 
open for them, where they may come out. “And nature 
is fo forcible, that if they have taken‘ from het a com- 
mon way , | we will feeke out another to ferue her turne, 
And when‘all others faile , {hee can skill to make‘ new 
‘ pee Wayes 
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~The Triall of Wits. 
wayes, whetethrough to fend out what doth her dam- 
mage. Wherefore of two extreames , it is more auaile- 
able forthealth; to haue’a skinne hard’ and fomewhat 
clofe,than thinne and open. : 
Thefecond thing requifite to be performed when the 
child thalbe borne,is,that we make him acquainted with 
. the winds, and with change of aire, &not keepe him full 
locked vp ina chamber: for elfe it wall, become weake, 
womanith, pecuith, offeeble ftrength , and within three 
or foure dayes,giue vp the ghofts: Nothing (faith Aippo- 
crates) fomuch weakeneth the fleth, as to abide ftill in 
watme places, and to keepe out felues from heate and 
cold. Neither is there-a better remedie of healthful: li- 
ving,than to accultome our body to all winds, hot, cold, 
moiftjand dry: W herethrough 47é/tot/e enquireth what 
the caufe is , that fuch as liue in the Gallies are mote heal- 
thy; and better colored, thanthofe who-inhabit a plafhy 
foile. And this difficulty groweth greater, confidering 
thehard life which they lead,fleeping in their clothes, in 
the open aire, again{t the fun, in the cold; and the-water, 
and faring withall fo courfly:The like may be demanded, 
astouching fhepheatds;, who ofall other men enioy the 
foundefthealth,and it {pringeth,becaufe they haue made 
aleague with all thie feuerall qualities of the aire,and their 
nature diftaieth nothing. Contrariwife,we plainely fee, 
that ifa man giue himéelfe to liue dilicioufly , and to be- 
ware that thefun, the cold,the euening, nor the wind of- 
fend himjwithin 3dayes he fhalbe difpatched with a poft 
letter to another-world. Therefore it may, be well faid, he 
that loueth his life in this world, fhial leefe it-for-there is no 
man that can préletue himfelfe fromthe alceration of the 
aire; therefore itis better to accuftomie himfelfe to euery 
thing,to'the endman may live cateles,& not in fulpence. 
0 vue ee 
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babe is borne fo tender and delicate, as he cannot endure 
to iffue foorth ofthe mothers wombe (where it-was fo 
watme) into a region of the aire fo cold; without recei- 
ing much dammage.And vtterly they are deceined :for 
thofe of Almaine (a region fo’ cold) vied to dip their 
children fo hote in the riner ; and though this were a 
beaftly aét , ‘yet thefame didthem no hurt, nor death 
harme. | Shattay 
The third point convenient to bee accomplithed , is 
to fecke out ayoong nurfe of temperature hot and dry:or 
(after our doétrine’) cold and moift inthe firlt degree; 
enured to hardneffe and want, to'lie on the bare ground, 
to eate little, and to goe poorely clad, in wet, drouthand 
heat; fuch an one will yeelda firme milke,as acquainted 
with the ‘alterations of the aire; and the childe being 
brought vp by her, forfome good {pace ; will grow to 
pofleffe a great firmnefle. And if the be difcreet and ad- 
uifed , the fame will alfo be of rauch auailefor his wit: 
for the milke of fuch a one, -is very cleane, hot, anddries 
with which two:qualities , the much cold and moift will 
bee corrected, which the imfanr brought from his ‘mo- 
thers wombe. How greatly icimporteth for thefirength 
of the creature, that it {ucke a milke well exercifed , 1s:ap- 
parently prootied in horfes, who being foaled by mares, 
toiled in plowing and hatrowing ; prooue great cour- 
fers, and will abide much hardnefles And ifthedammes 
rin yp and downe idlely in the paftures after the firft'ca- 
tiere, they ate not able to ftand on their feete. The order 
then which fhould be held with the nurfe, is, to take her 
into houfe;fome foure or fiue months before the child- 
birth, andto giue her the fame meats to eate,wheron the 
mother feedeth;, thatfhe may haue time to confume the 
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The Triall of Witss 
blood and bad humours, which fhe had gathered by 
harmfull meats , that fhe vfed tofore, and to the end the 
child(fo foone as it 1s borne) may fucke the like milke vn- 
tothat, which relieuedit in the mothers bellie, or made 
at leaft’‘ofthe fame meats. iy 

The fourth is, not to accuftome the child to fleepe in 

a foft bed, nor to keepe him ouetwarme appartelled : or 
giue him toomuch meate. Forthefe three things (faith 
Hippocrates) {carfen and dry vp the flefh, and their con- 
traties, fatten and enlarge thefame, And in {o doing, the 
child hall grow of great wit , and oflong life, by reafon 
ofthis drineffe : and by the contraries:, hee will prooue 
faire, fat, ful of blood,& blockifhswhich habit, Hippocrates 
called VV raftler-like, and:holdeth itfor very perillous. 
With this felfe receit andorder oflife, was the wifelt 
man brought vp, that euer the world had ; To weet our 
fauiour Chriit, inthat he was man, fauing (for that he 
was borne out-of Nazareth) perhaps his mother had no 
alt water at hand, wherewith the might wafh him : but 
this was a cuftome of the Iewes , and ofall Afiabefides; 
_ brought in by fome skilfull Phifitions,, for the good of 
infants , wherethrough the Prophet faith, And when 
thou wert borne, at thy birth day thy nauill ftring was. 
not cut off : neither wert thourfor thy healths fake wa- 
fhed in water, nor feafoned with falc, not wrapped in 
fwathling clothes. Butas touching the other things, fo 
foone as he was borne, he began to-hold friendfhip with 
thecold, and the other alterations ofthe aire. His fir 
bed-was the earth , his apparrell courfe ,:as if hee would 
obferue Hippocrates receit. A few dayes after they went 
with him into Aigypt,.a place very hot, where he'remai- 
ned all the time that Herod liued. His mother pattaking 
thelike humours, itis certaine, thatthe muft yeeld him a 
en ee milke 
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- LheT rial of Wits, ) 
milke well-exercifed , and acquainted with the alteratt- 
ons ofthe aire, The meat which they gaue him, was the 
fame which the Greekes deuifed,to endow their children 
with wit and wifedome.This(T haue (aid heretofore) was 
the butterifh part ofthe milke caten with bonny: W her= 
fore Efay faith,He fhall eat butter and honny,that he may 
know to efchew euill, and chufe:the good: By which 
wordesisfeene;how the Prophet gaue-vs tovaderftand, 
thavalbeit hee was verie God} yet he oughtalfotobea 
perfe@ man): and to attaine naturall wifedome , he mutt 
apply the femblable diligences,, as doe the other fons of 
men. Howbeit this {eemeth difficult to bee concetued, 
and: may be alfo:held a follie ;. to. thinke that. becaufe 
Chiilt ourredeemer, dideate butter and honny being a 
childe, hee fhould therefore know hoveto efchue euill, 
and make choyce of good : when hee was elder, God 
being (ashcis) of infinite wifedome., and hauing giuen 
him. (as he was man) all the {ctenceinfufed ; which hee 
could receiue-after his natural) capacities» Therefore it 
is. cettaine that hee knew full as much in his mothers 
wombe , as when he was thittie three yeeres old, with- 
Out cating either bucter or honny, or borrowing the 
helpe of any other. naturall remedies requifite for: hu- 
maine wifedome.But for all this; it is of great importance 
that the Prophet.afsigned him that felfe meate,which the 
Troians and Greekes accuftomably gaue their children, 
to make them witty and wife,and thathe faid;Tothe end 
he may knowto fhuneuill and chufe the good. Foryn- 
derftanding,that by meanes of thefe aliments, Chrift our 
fauiour, got (as he was man) more acquifit knowledge, 
than he fhould haue poflefledif he had vfed other con- 
ttatic meates; it behooueth vsto expound this particle, 
(to the end) that we may know what he meant, ~_ 
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hefpakein thofe termes. VV muft therfore prefirppofe, 
that in Chrift ourredeemer wete two natures, as the ve- 
ry trueth is, and the faith fo teacheth vs; one, diuine, as 


he was Gods aad another humane, compounded ofa _ 


reafonablefoule, and of an elimentall bodie, ‘fo difpofed 
and inftrumentalized; as the other children ofmen. As 
concetning his firft nature, it behooueth not to entreat 
of the wildome. of.our fauiour Chrift :for it was infinit 
without encteafe: or rdiminifhment , and without de: 
pendance vpon:ought elfe, faue onely in that he was 
God, and fo he -was)as wifein his mothers wombe, as 
when he was. 33 yeates of age,and foftom cuerlafting, 
But in that which appertainech to his-fecond ‘nature; 
we ate toweet, thatthefoule of Chrift, euen fromthe 
in{tant; when God created ir, was blefled, and glorious, 
cuen as now itis; and-feeing itenioyed God and his 
wifdome, it is cettaine that in him was.none ignorance: 
buthé had fo: much (cience iafufed as his natural! capa- 
city would beate : but withall jit isalike>certaine;’thatas 
the glorie did: not communicate ‘it felfe ynto all the 
partes of the bodice,’ in refpe& of the redemption of 
mankinde ; nomore did the wifedome infufed , com- 
municate it {elfe;; For the-braine was not difpofed,’ nor 
inftrumentalized,with the qnalities and {ubftance, which 
ateneceflary , to the endthe foulemay with fuch anin- 
ftrument, difconrfe and philofophize : for if you call to 
mind that which in the beginning of this worke wee’ de: 
limered, the graces gratis giuen.; which'God beftoweth 
yponmen; doe ordinarily require’, that the inftrument 
with which they are to be exercifed;. and the fubiea 
Whereunto it is to bee-receiued, doe pattake the na- 
tusall qualities, requifite for euetie fuch gift. And 
thereafon is, becaufe that the reafonable foule; is an 
ack 
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ee) ~ Poel riall of Wits. | 
aét of the body, and worketh not without the feruice of 
his bodily iuftruments. The braine of our redeemer 
Chrift, whilft he wasa babe, and lately borne,had much 
moifture : for inthat age it was behooffull fo to bee, and 
a matter naturall, and therefore in that it was of fuch 
qualitic , his reafonable foule ( naturally) could not dif. 
courte nor philofophize with {uch an inftrumét: W her- 
through, thefcience infuled , paflednotto the bodily 
memorie, norto the imagination}: nor the 'vnderftan- 
ding , becaufethefe three are inftrumentall powers (as 
tofore we haue proued) ‘and enioyed not that perfection, 
which they were to haue;but whilit the braine went dry- 
ing, by meanes.of time and:age the reafonable foule 
went alfo manifefting euery day moreand mere; the ine 
fufed wifedome which it had , and communicated the 
fame to the bodily powerts.: Now, befides this fuperna- 
turall knowledge, he had alfo another,whichis gathered 
of things that they. heard whileft they were children, 
ofthat which they faw ,: of that :which the {melled, of 
that which they tafted; and ofthat which they touched : 
and this (for certaine) our faniour.Chrift attained as o- 
ther men doe. .And euen as for difcerning things perfe@s 
ly, hee ftoode in neede of goodreyes, and for hearing:of 
founds, good eares : fo alfo he ftoodein neede of a'good 
braine,to irdgethe good andthe euill. W hence it is ma- 
nifeft, that by eating thofe delicate meates , his head was 
daily better inftrumentalized, 8 attained more wildome:. 
Infort, that ifGod had taken frd him his feience infufed, 
thrife in the courfe of hislife (by {ecing that which hee 
had purchafed): we fhall find, that at ten yeeres he knew 
motethanto fiue, at twentie, more than atten, andat 
thittie three,more than at twenty. And that this doftrine 
is true and catholicke, the letter of the Euangelicke text 
i: prooueth 
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| The Triall of Wits. 33 :C~C*”:*~“‘<‘z 
prooueth, fayings and Tefus encreafed in wifedome and 
age,and grace, with God,arid with men. Ofmany catho- 
licke fenfes which the holy {cripture may receiue , I hold 
that cuer better which taketh the letter, thanthat which 
reaueth the termes and wordes of their naturall fignifica- 
tion. What the qualities are which the braine ought to 
haue, and what the fubttance, we haue already reported, 
by the opinion of Heraclitus, That drinefle maketh the 
wifeft foule. And by Ga/ens mind we proued, That when 
the braine is compounded ofa fubftance very delicat, it 
maketh the wit to be fubtile. Chrift ourredeemer, went 
putchafing more drinefle by his age : forfrom the day 
that we are borne,vntill that of our death,we daily grow 
toa more drineffe,and leefing of fiehh, & a greater know- 
ledge. The fubtile and delicate parts of his braine, went 
correting themfelues whilft he fed vpon meats, which ~ 
the Prophet {peaketh of. For ifeuery moment hee had 
neede of nourifhment, and reftoring the fubftance which 
waited away (and this muft be performed with meates 
and innone other fort) -itiscertaine, that ifhee had al- 
wayes fed oncowes beefe , ar porcke, in few dayes he 
fhould haue bred himfelfe a braine grofle and of euill 

_ temperature ; with which his reafonable foule couldnot 
haue fhunned euill, or chofen good, faue by miracle, 
and imploying his diuinitie. But God leading him by 
naturall meanes,caufed him to vfe thofe fo delicat meats, 
by which the braine being maintained, the fame might 
be made an inftrument, fo well fupplied , as (euen with- 
out vfing the diuine or infufed knowledge) he might na- 
turally haue efchued cuill,and chofen good,as doe the o- 
ther children ofmen. 
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